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Conditions in Brindini, “6/1 ‘43=0/1/14

Uhief, Censorahip Branch, IKCs AFHQ.

1. Attached is a report on Conditiony in Brindiel
for the period 6/17/43=9/44, ganthered from the weekly re-
ports of the Allted Cenaor Control (Officer there. The nupber
of lotters examined ia noi aynilable for thle periods although
1t will be for future reporis.

e ipat of the mail examined comas frow Ttalimn
pilitary units stationed at or NOAr fripdisl and sent thrua
the provinoial poat office, although BOES af the msil 18
internal oivilian porrenpondenc®.

Vo Only one universal aubject ie apparent from thewse
gopsunios tions, fand, Aidverse aompants on the shortage of
food and on Bluok Market prices are frequent. (see report,
parsgraphs 3¢ §p 90 30 and 19).

1 Other subjeots of more than rontine interest
{noludet Fenr of Retribution for Pascint Activity (pare. )}
nobbery of Townsiolk by soldiers (par.l)y ¥o t1loteente
padd Y ( par. 11)3 Poor Train dervice (par. 12)1 Persecutions
and Barbarity of Germans (par, 7 & 17).

Be Material for the period {/1/44=9"1/ 44 precedes
that for 6/32/43/=2/1 /44

CC&-ACCO :
1-BOHT = AUMP { SV OR7?
1-FEA nORALD Dy HOOVER,
1=PW¥E - AYHQ Lt., Col.s Jeneral Btaff Corps,
1-File Civil Comsordnip Offioer,
(Deputy Chief, Densorship Branch).
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CONDITIONS IKN BRINDIH

1/1/44 ~ 9/3/44

1. JENERA RALSK GOOD

There is no indication of any general dissatisfaction inm
the military unite stationed here, but various individual mel-
contants are reported.

2 FEAR OF RETRIBUTION FOR PASCIST ACTIVITIKD

A junior officer in o labor battalion ia worried beacause
he was "comp@lled® to attend the FPascist Aendenmy at Homd and
now fears relribution. He sume up & common excuse by writing:
*.r..W8 yOung wen, to seoure a future, were ocompelled to follow
tha current.®

L ROBBERY OF TOWNSPOLEK BY SOIDIBRY

An artilleryman lists some fairly seriocus troubles betwesn
the voldiers and the townafolktr "....In regard te the town and
the people, conditions are worse than Sandonsoig the great num—
ber of soldiers who ruin things and rob ie unbeliavable. They
stenl hens, lambs and kids in great atyle. That is why the
populetion looke at ue with an evil eye.”

b QUAT TIONRGS

Yood plays 1%e ususl prominent role in soldlier's gripes.
A senior Signal Corps Captain gives figures on his unit's ration:
" ..o loaf of bread, 200 grems a wonth, and deily, 17 English
biscuites., Wary meale ohoe o day conmi ting of four inches of
potatoes and vegetables; water is included at noon. In the
evening a ssall omn of meat for four, an orange and a bottle
of wine, or, instead of meat, 30 grams of cheesse, A Const
Artilleryran compains not omly of the short retioms, bui of
diserimination in fevor of offiocerer ",...New Year's Day they
444 not give um breadj at noon, a few strings of macnroni that
6f us d1d not ge$, and in the evening one spoenful of lentile-
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110 mOre. mat oan wo do with this hunger 7 Hevertheless, A
1ong wa thA officera eat Anyway we nare not evel paid attention
0.1 DAVE 1acidad to go WEY» that ia run aways becnune tho
1anst few dayn & poore heve alrendy done 80. In about ten wmore
dayn there 7111 bhe no one jeft in this grnup....ﬁnth-r than 4is
of nunger im she Army 1% 18 vetter to die with our fapdlien.”

FARILY MARIED

Jome soldiere worry, auiie noturally about thelr facilient
athers are npmet LY the war on genernl prineiples. One wrilitend
1 fesl VeTy bad with sy wife and child in the pands of the
(@ ranns. " Another sopmontas ", ,.,.,wNATe WAT han pansed 1d 11ke
she end of the world."

6o CONEIDRECSH N

1s m whole the sold pail has baen exuaupined ahiow
¢rust and confidence in t . in the proppecte
af victory. A 74nanee Guard trentment by the
Apervivcanst ",..esin Torre Cevallo ia & true Awericm: plentiful
menln surnished by our Allden....menty cheene, coffes, white
£1oury gond brend,...ws O8n gnll ourselves truly lucky."”

7.  meroiaM (7)

A certain amount of pantriotic fervour has been racorded,
This is, howaver gensrally acouplad with the writer's denire %o
exaggerate nis vole in the WAT sapecinlly hin proxisity to the
front lines, One Persagliere writes from Brindisi. “,...I shall
peturn viotorious andl with honRoX. we nre participsiing in the
taking of KomBesss" A soldisr of 8 pororised unit reportni
vue are in the front 14088, .0 @ attaoked whai acocording %o
Amerionn Intelligence, should have besn n single gompany. But
whén we oarried the assault we were aonfronted with the
ounded repaining vehind
The Oermans and
the Tanciste and thay are keeping thelr word.

To usy thoe pothing maiilers, we are ready for any thing.

Ue HENY

Thers are ® few exnnples of 1aok of diseipline but the
geneval attitude is one af fulfillment of Auty.
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5 ondet officer writeat M...e] mosure you ny pProgran {o the svoos
an many otharo who ghanre pv 1deno, snd this im net youthfal
pretentiousnang but for true love af vizhteapunnenn) mumanity ond
pountry. A privete in @ gorordzed unit writes to his fether that
he wanta newa ol the fronts w_...only to hear of the lova our
All4es have for um and 6f thes spirit of cohemion mimisnt the

hoted Oermann.”

e BLACE NARKET | L1CH S

i & Y

'hoere Aare widespresnd complainis pver the scnroity of
oertain necespitis and the high prices in the Plmok Karket,
edvilian linte some prices nlong with his couplain®l *¥or

{four months they have 4 ven us nothing on our ration eardaj
sverything im bought on she RBlnok larket: oil 1o 00 1ire pear
11tery prata, OU 14re per xiloaromg Meur 60 1ire per kile-
gramp sugnry 1 € 1ire Peas” wnothar eivilinn Jistsi Moz
.J.bread, 1LA0O per Kg.i DRotA r10C par Eg.y oll, 150 per 1itery
coals 5 14 per Kg. senty 1110 par Kg.) RD 047 conta 116,

1500 is not enough 0 1ive omn.™

10. AMESJCARS KO AS FPROTS BARDYI CED BY ENEXY

"he Allies shupe up in wost correspondence nn the true
¢riends of the Italian people in both word and deed, Jurprine
is scocasionally axpressed that the Auwsricens ure not the ber-
barinne they ware painted A& velinx, CUna paldier writem: 1%
is not at all true what thay want us to balieve ahout the Amsr-

{oans, whom I tow 360 are axaotly the opposite of what they tolc
upt and 1 an sure this 4m olso true of the rant of them.”

1.  LITZLE DISCONTENX

Discontent is neither wideapresd nor concantratad on A
pertioular sub ject, with tho exoeption of the Elnok Kmrkat,

2.  HQ ALLOTEENTS PAIDT

Aan infantry private 1o upset over the rumor that the
governseant allotueanie to his wife is not beinz raid rezulariy
sopething e has presuxable heard thru speny aropagandas
"men you srite we tell ... 1f you're getting the pay hecnune
{tye haard on the radlo that you've beesn two gonthe withou® pey..."

g amx YWD
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POOR THAIN SERVICE

A aivilien compleine a'out the train Aaervice: "I'd 1like
to have come %o mee you {ir lacce~5d.) but the trai: service is
so bad we don't even think of traveling, "

L4, FAITH IN VICTORY IN '44

¥any soldiers expreos a netusal reg:et thet thay cannot
be with their fusdlies during the holiday wseassn, but ¢xpect
to be howe in a world at pemce by next Christeen, Cne writes:
"I count on being with you for the end of the year." Another:
"Everything is getting mlong well, and we have fnitn in the
future.”

}._!' L._hTI""l A L: l;u

There are occenionnl ilmprecations ugninat their forpe:
Fascist lenders. /)n anti-sircoraft corvoral writesn: "That oursed
¥useolini has ruined zy health in this inconsiderate way of hio,
but he'll meet his doop and {t won't be long."

16.. IH"’}J‘L‘- {ﬁ;";_dj:-l .II\{. lt'r-l—-

Food imy me always, o csuse faor complaint anong the
military, although apperently o just one if the fusuren they
give are not delibvarately minivized for oympethy., A Head
dlgnaluen writes: "Things cen't go on like this. Teonple are too
hungry. ™e militavy still emt but only 100 grams of brewd snd
sncoorfing to reporte (Lnewy propagende '~td, ) none at wll soue
tiges., In several pleces the civilians are suffering teo muoh.,
Here they're 1iving on pot~herbs and only thoae who have money
emn buy them bwcause the prices have becoms pronibitive,”

17.  BLACK MARKET FRIGES

A eivilian writes: "With rations tickets you get nothing,
not evan bread which haw not been diatvibuted for about three
ronthe; and it wes only the duy before younterdsy ('nder the
Fasciati7=-8d.) that they distributed (0 groms pur person foi
Y days. "hat discoursges us most and causes mont Anrdehip in
the lack of fats, Here's u liet of the prices (Blaock barket,
of course, which 18 the sole and bleweed sourve of supply %o
wnich all have recourse, even Lhe bagamres whent L7000 a gquiptaly

potatees, L2,6005 o0il, I 0,000 for 100 litreay paste pruduniu.

(o) (YONFIDLITIAL
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products, L10,000 s quintalj fice, 170,000 p aulrtalj beans,
19,000 a quintaly] salt, 1L.70 n kz. Gresns nre verv goarce and
prices wosndmlous, and oil in put on food with a drovper, The
banks haven't perpritted withdrawmal of amall aavinege accounto.
Eonde generally have no arle.™ A nother writea: "...m note
book (for mcheol children-8d.) coste from B to 10 lire; » hox
of mmtheesn, L 'S and you can't find them."

18, JHATITUDE FOR ALLIED LIBERATION

fhere nre inereaning expressiona of gratitude for
Allied literntion of Italy from the Fusoist voke, as the
penetrate deepar inte what wan enemy-occuplad territory.

19,  PEHSEQUIIONS AND BANEARITY GP GELMANS

There are a faw acccunta of the LUnrbarity of the Garsans
in their retreactes. A civilian writesn: "I hand to flee becsune
¥ the strovious Gerwnan poisécutions.... itiless Germen persa-
cution reached Teanoy howavery, and I lived thera !ike n eat in
un nttic. Porced to tnke refuge Iin a gave near Fuglinno we
1ived 9 days in mortal fear." A eiviliian women writesm: “Here
wa'va been thru terrible days at the hands of the Germana...
You mey perhaps know sbout tha wholesals denthe the Oersanns
are mowing) before abandoning a countryside they burn 1%, ¥ill
bubies by covering them with oil and burning them, strip women
and carry them around the country,.."







