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I an sending erewith, as a possible
cerpts from parsoral letter I hive just received Irof
Colonel B, J. Gaylord, who is on Pantelleria




EXCIIIPTS FROM 1LETTER RECEIVED FROM COLGHEL B. J. GAYLCRD FRO

Pallel Ll

i L e Tyt e

Herewith my report on bhe tLike over of the island.

Meloon wenb dn with the D convoy, and General Stricldand and I flew in on
D= 1. We vent in in an AT6 with 12 = PLhOs for esecort and missed Lhe W90 Ly
beny ndnutas,
You have never searl arything Like the underpround hanpers and undeprpround
lstallations, dmpervious to modern bombardment. ALl wired by the 40 Cémans For
demolition. The order, howaever, was not pgiven by the ltalian Adniral in comugnd
who should bhe given soue consideration for this. A 20001b. bomb in the diesel

room but not fired, Tlere apr Ls by Lhe hundred, The place would have been

[42]

blown Lo bits, Query — Why all the bombs hiere but never arly eunployment?
The destruction of the Lown cainlete = over ecomclete in terms of militaryr

enployment. Damapge by bombs Lo batteries very preabt — more in demsge to copummics

tlony und ammunition dumps, foundalions than direct hilts on gunn, This was elfechive

far the convoy approach, bBub the island could have heen held by 5 to 64 1] ght troops

pits till ve 1ifled vur

=
i
(o]
i
—t

with deterdnotion who would liave stayed in

bomb and naval barrage and with Lhe terredin in bthelr favor would heve slaw hitered

our Lvops = brigade by bripade, Ammiition, Food, waber, medical supplies for mont

Here 1s Lhe nost dnmportait puint - utler confusion - the while place a 1ibter

of neglocted cquitment and degeneration which can only mean a complebe leck of the

(]

bombardmnent and then welcomed us with open 2wms end helped to put everyboing in

+ - * pun 1 " i . ’
'.'.I:ll'|{J.!J.J_: craats This must be & sbimiflicant eross section off wint is Lo -.14“,'1

Actlive hatred of the Cermans, contempt of Musuolini.

to help in every way - unly some siigll desdre Lo save face and so they stuck ocut the

will to give any fori of resistance, The whole military and civil pepdation anxions




The fowl stulfs of prime cunlily - the (German food stores - Panish bulter -
canned chicken, sounapes; nineral water, pumpernicikle in [ine tin foil,

A1l equipiient of top prade except coasb guns, The slgnal cenler smashed but
reveals a very well organized and Intricate syslem of IDF with dircct trunk lines
to all important peoints in Sicily,

Av to Civil Affairs the group hes done well bub even this small island show:
the need of opganization and carefl planting for even Lhe eaprliest stupes, Identi=
fication cards necded at once and WP patrols to direct wovement and evacualion

the earliest moment. HNo trouble about food or health., Most lmportant to have a

.o chief at Lhe wight hand of the Compander to make rulclk declsions and cnrry Lhen

Lhrough at onca,

Une of the worst problems — our own troops pinching MT (curs & caplured), our
own equipment, (cast helusts, canteens, uns), eneny equipnent. It would be wise

to luve strong orders lssued on tlila belore assault.
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(EQUALS BRiYISH MOST SECRET

: No. of puna : 1

: at start of @ 25-pr ammunition ¢xpenditure in rounds por pun ¢ Tetal

: battlc before @ ! Oct e s T e ! cxponditdg
Foraution ! roprouping 1 SRR LA 27 28 29 30 L sk 2 3 bt in rip.pd
10 Corps ' 192 e 28 49 33 80 106 49 95 137 £34L 309 38 85 : 1043
13 Corps ! 288 9% 71 71 30 10 2L, 25 18 : 47 ag 37 27 578
30 Cory.s 354 597 64 B4 103 SR 159 48 209 : 90 314 £0 123 : 1909
Total & hony in 83 1317 63 68 73 52 86 51 120 : 59 208 54 €0 =
T.Pafs pir doy ¢ : I :
Potad miboge. & 1917 380 LL8 521 573 659 710 £30 :RE9 1097 1161 1231 : 1731
during perdad s : 3 2
AN : -, 4 . : Vo g
Averago capendis ; 1317 190 149 130 115 110 101 104 : 99 110 105 102 : -
ture por doy : : : .

o avcre poer'af : : .

Notust 1. The abeve figurcs eve npproximttely corroct.

2., The figurc¢s ean not bu cross checked, as Repts were moved between Corps, and the total n
puns in cach Corps varied,

3. The above fipurcs do not agreo exactly with 'Q' fipurcs for ammunition dssucd, n~s beforc
Corps and Divs had nccumulzted small "privato! dumps, which were cxponded during the fir:
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25-pr amsunition cxpenditure in rounds per pun : Total ¢ Averapge daily |
- Qe s Nov __: cxponditure : cxpenditure {
25 26 27 28 29 30 91 ¢ 1 2 3 b 2 in repige b oin TiP.Be |
L9 33 80 106 49 95 137 : 34, 309 38 &85 : 1043 : e7 5 i
i A 30 10 2, 25 18 : L7 L A i (s 578 3 L8 I'
6y 64 103 58 159 48 209 + 90 31, €0 123 : 1909 : 159 |
63 68 73 52 @6 S1 120:59 208 54 80 : - e .:
360 ALLE 521 573 659 710 830 :869 1097 1151 1231 : 1231 : -
3 : :
_____ : ! :
190 149 130 115 110 101 104 : 99 110 105 102 = - : 102 R '
: : |

= |
e approximitely correct,

bo cross cheeked, os Regts were moved botween Corps, and the total numbers of
aried,

B not aprco cxactly with 'Q' figurcs for ammunition issucd, as boforc tho battle
nceumulatud @mall “priveto" dumps, which were cxponded during the first fow days.
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