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CIVIL AFFAIRS DIVISION
WASHINGTON
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fw'f 9 July 1943

-

MEMORANDUM FOR T COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF
Allied Force Headquarters

Alplers, Algerila

Attention: Chief, Civil Affairs
Section, Force 14l

Subject: Materiasl on FPubllc Monumente of Itely

In & lemorandum dated 1 July on the nbove
it wap stated that additional material would be furnished

Accordingly, there lu encloped
nd public monuments

gub ject,
to you as it becane avaellable,
herewith 2 brief Documents on the churchen &

located in Sardinia and Siecily.
For the Chief, Civil Affaire Diviusloni

ﬁgf‘xﬁn{@“

Lt, Col,, GSC,
Executive,

2 Enclosures!
Documents on churches & public
monumentg, in Sardinle f Sicily.

it

l
l
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9 July 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR THH COMMANDFR-IH-OHIEF
Allied Force Hesdquarters

Alglers, Algeria

Atention: COhief, Odvil Affairs
Section, Force 141

Bubject! Materisl on Public Menuments of Isaly

In a Nemorandum dated 1 July on the above

subject, 1% vas stated that additional material would be furnished

%o you as it became available.

looated in Sardinis and 8ioily.
For the Ohief, Oivil Affairs Divieions

32 Enclosurest RAY J, LAUX,
Documents on odmrches & publie 1%, Oel,, G680,
monumends in Bardinia & S8iolly. Executive.

Ascordingly, there is enclosed
herewith 2 brief Documenis om She churches and public monumsnts

1u2¢




HIMONANTATM FOR T OOMMANDER- IN-OHIZF
All4ied Foroe Hesadquartoero
Meglers, Algeria

Attontdont OChief, Oivil Affairs
Saotion, Foroe 141

Subjeat! MHaterial on Publio Honuwents of Italy

In a Memorandum dated 1 July on the above
subjeos, 1% wan stated that additional material would be furnished

to you as it bocame available. Accordingly, there is enclosed
herewith 2 brisf Doouments on the churchea and public monumen$e

looated in Sardinia and Sioily.
¥or the Chief, Civil Affalrs Division!

3 Enclosures! RAY J, LAUX,
Decunents on churches & publie L%, Ool., G80,
mopuments in SBardinis & 8icily. Exooutive. /L 'lﬁ/)

roh —~ '}f}]u fl‘
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The matarial of artistie and oultural importanes in Italy fells
into seweral groups. Since the preat majority of the Italisns are cde=
vout Catholien, and the I'mpacy hns, save for a brief interval, always
had its headrpartera in Italy, the moot important proup in sccleniastle
eal. This includes not only ehurches, monasterles, convents, shrinesn,
und bighops' pulneon, but thelr decorations and Nurnishingo, devotional
objects in trecsuries and in the ponsenclon of the cleryy. Decoreations
inalude frescoes, monales, stuccoes, and seulptures; furnishings include
portable objoeta such as altarpieses end other paintings, seulptures esuch
uo arucifixes, statuss of the Virgin nnd the Sainta, choire-stalla (carved
woodon pents for the clergy), and baptismel fontu., Tn the seerinty (gag-
restis) or in specinl treamoe charmbors (forggre) thers mre generully col-
leotions of ritunl objects such as ochnlices, religuaries, and vestnmenmto
for the clergy. These things sre frequenily decoruted with preciocus netals
and jowals whioh sdd great intrinsie value to thelr ortistic and sacred
aignificence, It poos without saying that only n manll part of all that
exinte can be lipted Lelow; and spooe perndts the naming of enly the mest
important clurches and ocolemlsstioal tuildings. Iut it may be assumed
that all ehurches, whather lirted or not, are important both for themselves
and for the devotlional ohisets contained in them, Churches and slrines may
also have great importance as the center of pllgrimnges and of loonl and
mntions] festivals, of which there are meny in Ttaly. The mont important

of these are noted below,




Itnly « Ditroduetion - 2
Also of spacizl ynlue to the Ytallsn peopls nre the museums, ploture
pedlerien, ond private collections vhere paintings, sulptures, and other
rortahla objecta of tho pnet ere proserved. 'uch of this material has
coms fror chrches or is ecclesinstlonl in ordgin, thowsh a large part of
1¢ 1a mich older and consists of the meulptures, bronzes, and pottery of
the ancient claseioa] elvilimetions. A1l of it ip wery hiphly regerded by
the Itelian people, vhother for its nssoclation with their falth, for its
nrtietic merit, or for ite commectlion with the groat historleal past of
the Ttaliar poople, am, for instance, with the Romun ‘mplire,
There are also a vast rmrbor and variety of erchitectural momments
not of mn eoclesiastionl nature, ut which mre important to the Ttaliane
in an artistic or historical pense. Loenl pratristien 1s perticularly otrong
in Ttaly, and evoyy elty, large or amall, cheriches the evidence of civie
greatnens, These monmmonts inclwde valoces in towns, villee and castled
in the country, foman midne such ag Fompedl, Creek temples, Btzusean tomba,
erdl even more enoient remedns. Meny of these, like eeclesiastical bulldings,
sre richly decoranted, smd oomtain vemarkehle mmpples of art of the past,
The fact that a building 18 in ruine in no way detracts from its importunce.
A1l of the foreproing catepories of cvltursl meterial sre important to
the Ttalians not only from a histordionl, artistie, and nationul viewpoint
but for economic reapons as well. Tn peage~time the nrchitecturnl and
artistic treasuren of Ttaly draw & wst mmbar of tourists ammumlly, and
the Italinn tourist industry is norawlly eme of the lnrgest of ite kind in
the wvorld and wvas a major fector in Ttolisn economy. Tt in therefore clsar
that damage to the thingr that tourista spend money to see would seriounly
disturb Ttelian morale for eeonomic rensonn ar well as for those mentioned
above.

SN
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TIE I ALTAN PIRUCTORATE GENERGL OF AHNTIOUTTIS AND ART

The Italisn people also cemsider themsalves not merely as the hedrs
of their national treasures, Lut nlso as trustess who proserve them as a
part of the enltiur:l heritage of rll pecples, Consequently, Ituly hos the
bast orgmmised servise of any commtry in the warld to protect worke of art
and hiztorionl mommentn. 4 wall trained and orgunized YVedy of sehwelors
andd offedals 1o in chagye of this brench of the edministeatieon, Gevere
lawn prevont the destruction or 111 treatment of art monussnts sand anelent
ruing or their resovel or emportation, end control wrehnenlopicsl exonves
tlona, Unanthoriwed exoavatliono st anelont nltos and rulne and trede in
antiquities so atvulred {e prehibited hy Italian law. [Alse under Itolian
law, £1l chance discoveries of snelent objoocta nud remains of bulldings met
be reparted te the proper loecsl nuthorities, and strustural remaine must not
thersafter be dleturbed no matier how fraguintary,

The cantral body of the adminictration of mrt momuments is the Lirsaicne
Gengrele alle Arddchith o Bells Artd (Directorate Generel of Antiquitien nnd
Art) in the Binistry of Hational Hduostion in Pome. The hesd roglonal offi=-
cer is the Jouraintendept (superintendent). Mach roglon umunlly has a tupers
intendent for archascloyy (in charge of early msomuments) cnd ene for mediaswml
and modern ert. Under esch Sopraintendint ere direttori (directors) am’ ig-
patierl (incpootors); the techniesl officers inclwde architeets, engincers,
surveyory, snd drattemen, The lower technicel perrommel irncludes skilled
restorarn of archaecclogioal memments end palntings, sssistants for the work
of excamtion and restoration, and custedians of single monuments, Desides
the profespional euthoritiss, in esch place in Maly containing importent

JJ.




| Italy = Introduetion « 4

artintic monuments a locsl “hanorary inspector” s namsd hy tho Government.
This is usually a person of some cultural beckeromd - o dootor, lewyer,
phiarmoclst, or prieet, whe 1r well acquainted with the lomssl momeseants and
representa local interest thersin., "he major cxerwtion sites (genyl) are
in nermal tisoe protested Ly puards (guntodi). A1) the officlals named are
Govarmment omployess. The superintendents are in churge plse of the comnila=
tion of detailed cetalopues of momments ard mterinl of cultural fupertance
in their districto. "he most important objoota of art ord eulturs are col=
leotod in the ruseuns (mugel) of the country: these eve Jerio lasionele
(loyal Hationsl), Irgyingialg (provieisd), Civige (elvie or “cowamale"), and
Blogesang (diocommn). Tho lltﬁ.i'f'u of these mweune ummlly econmigt of n dle
rector ({irgttope), s ewrntor (Lapettore), and pumrds (gugtodt). According
to the tyre of musenm, thers wre netianal, provineinl, oity, or diocesan soe
rleyess.

In most towns in Ttaly thore exist also looal societles of antiguarians
ond lesrned persons vho help the authorities in the mroteotion of the srtistic
and oultwrnl patrimony of the towmn and 1tn environs,

Another geotlon of tho MWinistry of Hntional Wmostion 1o in charge of
the libruries snd arohives,

The central of Italian lilwaries ig vested 1n the Banraintendenze Hiblie-
galighg. Those litrary of'fices are situated at the following places: Firense
(Florenes), Gemova (Gunon), Milano (¥11an), Modena, Mapoli (Menles), Reme,
Torino (Turin), send Vonenia (Venice), Thoge for Siefly and Sardinia are rese

pectivaly at Cagliari anmd I'nlermo.,
Svary provinge las an Inspecter of litruries ({gpettore bibldomrafice).
JY
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BICILY « HORKS OF ART

Bacnuse of ite importance in the history of the Hoditerranesn,
there are momerous anciemt and nedieval mommonta of art in Sleily.
llenco, it 1is only natural that its museuns are nmore noted for archaeo~
lopleal eollsotione than for modern paintings, In Sielly (as in ITtaly
propar) religion and art have been vary closely pssocimted.

For these rezsoms the momuments of art in Bicily full largely into
three classifiontions: (1) snolent miina, (2) cathedrals (largely medi-
eval) and (3) arehneclogicnl museums, Although the Hational Musoum at
Folarmo, tha Archaecloplosl Mumeum in Byracuse and a number of the
cathefirale oontain inportant paintinge, the olties of Hieily do not
somparae to thoee of Italy proper in this respeoot.

The following momuments of art are classified by peogrnphlo arean:

Agrigento
Archasological Museum.
Cathedral of Aprigento,
Towd of Therom.

Near Aprigento is tha "Vulley of Tenples", where srae locsted wery
famous ruins of temples, inolwling the following:

Hoak asnotusry of Demoter,
Tenple of Dameter.
Tesple of the (lywplan Zoun,

Temple of Juno,

Tenmple of Concord,

Torple of Castor and Follwx,
Tarmple of Wilean,

Tenple of Assculapius.
Tesple of Hora

Enlerme

National maweun,
Bthnographical mssun,
"Dioceaano” museun,
Callory of modern art.

RButionul 1ibrary,

991




Enlsming  (oonttd,)

Comemmal library.

Cathedral of Valermo,

Church of the lertorana (contoins mch Byzantine art)
Church of San Clovanni depli iremiti {(muorroundsd by parden)

Cappelia Palatina (contalna tronsures of inestimeble walue)

Ohureh of Sant!Apostino.

Cathedral of Monrsals (Norwan = tuilt hy Wi1limm IT, Tnlald marbles

and mogados).
Convent of Hents Rosplia.
fan Cataldo.
Sante Spiritu del Vespro.
Sante Marla dell'Armiraglio.
Janta Maria dells Catena.
Fulasgso Addatelll,
Palasgo idutpmi Cristo
Folasse Ballomo
Pelagxe Chiaramonte,
Palonrso La Zisa (Nowmen).
Palaugzo of Rodger II.
Felasgo of Willinnm I,
Falazwo Sclafani
SYEASUER
Fationnl erchasologioel mizew,
Medieval mumseum,
"Alagoniena® Library,

JY




fxasupe (cont'd.)
Thﬂtl'ﬁ. Mkl

Theatre, Homan,
Cathedral of yracuee (formerly Tesple of Athema).

Temple of Zoua,

Temple of itbhena,

gan Gdovarnd Chureh,
Terple of Apolle,

Temple of Minerva.
Altar of Meven II,
Yountain of irethnas.
Castle of Muoryelno,
Manimce Camile.

Eallomn Felece,

¥ontalto Falnow.

lanza 'alage,

Boseo falsow.

Torn Hall.

depridng

Groek Tesple.

Chureh of Han Fistro.
Cinreh of San Paverasio,
Charoh of Santa Osaterina.

Cathedral dedieated to 5t, Nicholas.
Chareh of the /iddoloveta di Vard,
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Toovming (eont'd,)
Church of Sant'intoenio.

Falagno Corvaila.

Falagzo @al Duee di Santo Stafano.
Torre Clvicu.

Terre della Hadia.

In addition to the concentrations of monuments listed ebove, there
are anclent ruins of note to be found at: fnna, Gola, Himari, Honte San
Giulimno, Frlszzolo fiorpide, Fantalien, Hepesta, Uelimmis, folunto, and
Mrdarl. Of thers the Selimmte ruins are espocinlly important and ex-
tenaive., The cathedrals at Cofald, Wlcosin, and Rendazzo are worthy of
mention. Museuns st Catenin, Varsala, Hessinn, Ternini Inerese, and
Trapanl should aleo be listed,

Traditions) cersmonies and feotivnls (generelly religious In charso=
ter) are closely anpociated with some of the items lieted above, Amang
these ere (1) The Feast of the erden (for seven centurion commemarabed
in the Church of St, lrancis in iseinsi), (2) The Peast of Santa Hosalia
held in Pelarmo on July 15, (3) The Pelio celstrnted on the 2nd of July
in Siena snd (L) The "Voto" (vow), a religlous ceremory oceletrated in
Assinsl on the last Sunday in June, Large cromis genernlly take part in
such ceremonies, A recommition of the traditiensl end mentimontel signi-
fieanoe of cathedrols and other momments of art may be wseful in obtaine
inp the confidenoe and cooperution of local popnlationn,

9l




BARDINIA = WORKS OF ART

With the exception of a few anclent remains, the monuments of art
in Sardinia oonsist largely of medieval cathedrals and military archi-
teoture (castles and towers) of the mame period. Relatively fen of the
paintings reech the standard of Itallan master<pleces and oonsisl largely
of 12th Century frescoes and mumerous 14th and 16th Century paintings.

The following mormuments of art have been clasaified by cities:

Cagllerd

1. Kustrum Karalis (the castle) stands well above the town, covered
with vines,

2. The Cethedral of St. Cecilia (contains a high altar and Tabarnacle
of the 17th Cemtury).

3, Modern art galleries and historle museuna,

L. Towsr of St. Pancrazio and the Archasolopical Museum.

5, Anoilent Roman Amphdtheater.

Spmoaxrd

1., Cathedral of St, Nicola (congains important paintings).

2. Town Hall (including a picture gallery of about 250 paintaings).

3, Archasological luseum (situated on the University campus, in-
oluding anocient menusoripts and a library).

L. Public Honument and Fountain of Rosallo (17th Century).
Adcherg
1, l4ith Century Cathedral (Cothic).
2, Torre delle Sirens.
3, Torre di Porta Terra.
Ielesias
1. The Cathedral of Iglesias,
Q-
2. 'The Church of 3t. Franols, HJ 5

3. Tho Castle of Salwaterra.




1. Church of Santa Glusta

2, Torre di 8an Cristoforo
Sneoaxgls
1. 13th Contury Abbey

Uta
1, 13th Century Parish Church

39}
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g§ June 13&}

Memorandum for Oapte Hammond

Bubjeot: Inspeotion of Mommentp = LIL

P

l. Proposol for aspenbling material on the history of
Chrea and AMIOY has been approved. With this in mind, the C.0e4.Y.
suzgested that you might keep the war dlary for the orpanisation.
If you will come into my office Saturday morning we can malme
detalled arrangemontse

2. The trip reforred to in paregraph 4 (a) is approved
in prinoiple, although I think it will be diff'ioult to work out
the ortation at the moment. The trip mentioned in para=-
graph 4 (b) does not peen practicable at the moment because of the
transport problem, I should like to disouss the whole matter
with you referred to in paregraph 4 when you come in.

C. M. SPOFFORD
Lts Oole, Gei3s0s
Prinaipal Aduinistrative Officer
ANGOT
AMGOT
14l Foroo &*
In the Meld ;

|
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FORTUNE FRONM AMGOT
1917308

THOOPERS
MIDEAST FOR CIVIL AFFAILS

CA/187
BIGOT HUSKY = MOST SECRET X la jor Ward Perkins prof'essor
Archeology at VALETTA with knowledge of untijquities HORRIFIED
i8 now believed attached DOCAO Tripoli as advisor antiquities X

Hag been suggested for AMGOT-HOKRIWIED if services can be spured

e ———

e Yy 1.1 SHOM
S aopy onLy Lo vl g

fu : W PoRed
|Tuditﬂd u‘\ﬂttiﬁt; ‘nt" -

-

Cpelie

et T

Tripoli and considered qualified

-——

e

Sce 304/ Y151
Faf (Hf LY. M. Gen. IMPORTANT

BIGOT-IMUSKY = MOST SECHET




".'L J-Ea 5? 0

Ip [ 516
}£+ FdLuv{J

BIGUL-HUSKY . ,-3&."";“' o SR 2 “KJ: iae 12 axrmy.

1.__#“. \k 1’("» " RF, 14 jun 43.
¥ SRSUNAL, j\’\, e ) ;:-‘:i\ 1%4-}7&5:
4

Qﬁﬁ;u .;ﬁiwﬂncﬂiﬁ (fhﬁ \Tg

Brigudier Whecler, AU Commant
has be'n to see me nbout the preservodon of the monuments. in
HUARIFIED, He Tully recognises th.t hd has no officinl right
to butt in on the cuestion, bul he ig one of the leading
britirh Archoeolfdsts nnd curried out Lhe excavntions ot Moide:
Cnetle, Lorset, ¥hich crested so much interest just before the
outbreak of war. luring the Tripoli campanign he did what he
could for Lhs preservation of the monuments in an unofificinl
capaclitly nnd got dajor J.b,Werd rerkins ctinched to the steff
of vrig.lush a5 adviser on ntiguities. In civilicn life
Hojor Wnrd Ferkins ic lrofessor of Archhnedogy bt the Universit:
0t Voletta vnd he knows the antiquities of HuanIWIwl thorough-
ly. Frofessor (Temp.srig.) Wheeler suys that Yerkins couls A
now be sprred in Tripoli snd hes sugrested thot his v oint-
menlt in a similar capaecity in HOWNAIRT D might be considered,
Ihe sugrestion seems to me o gool one nnt 1 am therefore
Forwarding 1t to you in ij%ﬁ¥£;&EtLﬁr for any nction which vou
may think fit to toke on it. '

ng 12 AA Bde 12 Army,

vheoler is trying to see Bill: Harlech who is here
Lodny nfpervinp for London tomorrow to see if he o n hget
some Buedekers of Seltuly which will be of orent vilue fyom
the pmintxmfxwyimx & compendiums of' the “ntiguities. Ne is
fully alive to the securdity difficulties vhich surround
setting zuidebooks but Lhese idre leces formidible in London

Lthen here.
ZL?HAmff'H"pT“_

© Uepnernl the Lord Rennell {;;ELWELKF

[ - el wNE
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