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CIVIL AFFAIRS, OFFICE . .

\ PROVINCE OF TRAPANI | (:/7,; L
r : 13 Via Regina Margherito SR ! ]
TRAPANI (Sicily)

— -

1st Ind.

ANGOT/38/Hq.
13 Sept. 1943

70: Chief Civil Affairs Officer, Hq. AMGOT, Palermo.

Pertinehnt to the Armistice, I report that at the request of )
the Trapan£?$%§;;#; very appropriate "thanksgiving for peece"
ceremony was observed in Trapani on Sunday Sept. 12, largely at=
tended by the civilian population and officiasls, and represen=
tatives of AMGOP. The Bishop celebrated open-air mass, there was
appropriate pre-=lMugsolini ﬁusic. and the Magnr delivered a address. ﬁ
The entire theme was - "clogse the peges of history on the past L

twenty vears and by peaceful meuns strive for Italy to regain her

plece in the sun among the nations".

Floyd E. Thomas, 1

_ ]Cf / Lt. Col. Inf.,
i/ : w i -G-ﬂ-on - TI‘EpEni.
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PROVINCE OF TRAPANI ﬂ-3ﬁfﬁ
13 Via Regina Margherita 0‘[’ &Lﬂﬂ
TRAPANI (Sicily) A
o September ., 1943 et %(%fl
SUBJECY - Monthly Report from SCAO, irepani.

To _  @hief Ciwil Affeirs Officer , AMu for Sicily,Palermo.

1. The SCAO for Frepani Province submits the required
monthly repors, as follows.

A- 'he moraele of the population in this province is not high.,
Faced with food shortage, with uncertainty as to realizing
much from the principal crop f{grapes) , little work in iis tWwo
large bombed cities, urepani and llarsala, excep."made work" |
to clear debris , gather up enemy army equipment, ete. anﬂ,uhzg
shipping && cuu ort by harbor bombliugs end demolitions, vhese
people have not yeuv got shold of themselves as an English or
American community would have done and look forward vo better
days. Aside from the wealthy class, largely not yet returned
to their homes, the standard of intelligence is to0 low to
give rise to much planning.

B- 10 new reports have been received of subversive political
activiiles.

C - The meyor of Partanna was removed and replaced during the
past week. The new incumbent was approved by the Prefect and

the local 'bhu, but he may nov ppove vo be a strong enough man.
Personal investigetion will be made by me on &an inspection trip
this week. rhe chief of the fire brigade in I'rapani was
arrested and is now in jail; his deputy has been eppointed 10
function in his place. VLR WaBER8EE The chief is
under investigation by vhe C1C; Capt. Wallace $4) from the office
of the Chief of the Fire Prodection Div at Amgot Hq. has been
here and isg conversant wiith this situation, ‘'he Trapani
secretary for the Fascist party returned (o town recently and
last week was apprehended and jeiled. lajor BartleTT is conductu-
ing an investigation to try and locate the funds bE the pariy
which he might have had on hand.

D- Crime i1s on whe increase. We have had reports of masked
robberies at various points, end looting of unguarded property
continues. CAPOs ( 2 in the province,both et Trapani ) and
CAOs have been active by their own efforts and and in trying
to get cooperation §& from the various police unius- which
ER,TE8ERE 1is elways readily promised and to a considerable
extent obtained when there is supervision of their work.How-

ever Amgot personnel cannot supervise,and Sﬁcil@ﬁn character
CARVRL
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cannot be re-made in a few dgys. I have personally taelked to forme-
tiong of all police organiwations in this city during the pas. week,
CIC hes reported privase conversations with certein junior officers
of the Carabinieri which would indicate thai definite improvement
might come ag soon as the situation at Rome clears up: in other
words, when they know who is going to run Italy they will know

more clearly where their loyalty lies. 'here have been many com-
plaints of theftv E#f5wg of food, furniture and some money by
American soldiers, which has not improved the situation. no doubl
some of these stories are based on misunderstandings, and rarely

is there an identification of men or unit sufificient to act upon.

E - 10 some extvent the foregoing tells the story a& to the Carabin-
ieri, They have too many young recruits to have much discipline,
their pay 1s too low, and they are confused as 1o their loyalties.

I seriously doubt the relisbility of the Trapani commanding officer,
although he hes commiivted no overt act that would warrant dismissal.
rthe recommendation of the local Prefecti and of Li. Stradiuxger of

the C1C , and in which I conoyy, 1g ghai whe Carabinieri officers
and considerable of the personﬂgiiﬁgaggiftad to other suatious in
the Igland , with sBubstituies sent here., This av least would break
up local "contacts® for the time being . I have reports on certain
cooperative individuels whom it would be desirable to keep here.

The oiher police grompe are lesss eftective than the Carabinieri,
New arm-bands have been obtained for them which, with identity cards,
make it easier to check on their work.

L —

F- There is a shortage of small currency in circulation. Banks acre
closed, and nov many 8tores open as yet in vhe larger cities. Hence
the people hoard the money in small denominations they receive, and
the usual channels for getiing it sgpent or in circulation do not
ex18tT.

G- Banks - prepering to open.
H= Social insurance taxes may not have been paid during the period

of the occupavion, in many cases. However, instructions have gone
out to all CAOs to inform employers that payment of certain ©f these
taxes will be resumed at once.

i- Instructions have gone to all tax collecting bodies to speed

up collections of all taxes.For the Province this has been de-

layed by the fact that provincial records have been scattered in

several adjolning towns and Lhe Prefect has to find accommodations

for the various offices before they return here. This mlso in-

volves Amgot transportation to move them back. ‘he Gevernment
J-{__. ]
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Palace which formerly housed the proviucial offices Wwas wrecked by
bomog.

J- Posts; welegrephs and telephones. No telephone system operating
in Yrapani as yet, but under repair. lelephone system for the three
iglands off wrapani is operating. Mersale syetem destroyed.Otherwlse
the report is nov complete., Am getting reports on postmasters who
are ready to function. Considerable repairs will have to be maﬂqﬁn
yrepeni. Recommended that vhe postmaster at Gibbeline be removed as
too dumb to hold office, obuv 1 havgﬁou nad time to learn where the
appointing authokriy lies.

K- Under general financial invelligence I would report thal almost
every important indusiry, including the wine industry, wents finan-
> oial eld woget starved.

x/wﬁﬁﬁmi - The September price list for the province should be off the
qﬁﬁﬁ#ﬁg press in a few days. 17T {a now in the proof stage. 1T ghould stabil-
G&m igze ordinary business dealings somewhat. rhe presence of thousands
*jb‘ of American troops has mnot helped the price situation, altvhough dir-
ectives to troops have been lssued by copmanding of ficers.Black
market of course flourishes in scarce articles. 'We had tyree defend-
ants tried during the past week for bleck market dealing in flour
near ‘'rapani- with a public trial, defendanis defended by able ¥
counsel and with a large audience which sveyed all day and obviously
wag not in sympauvhy with the defendats. SeniLences imposed were one
year in jail and $0,000 lira fine for .wo men and vhe Fiue only ou
a women who had not participated so actively. Lthe 'wage Eca;giu |
this province is low, which may account for some of the lootTing j
and local officials iusisi that the rate of relier peymenls 1s 100
high in comparison to wages( we are paying 8 und 3%. Lthis seems
incomprehensible to an Americanj; but the Test will come as mOre
employment opens up. People who will not work when given Lhe oppor-
tunity will be cut oft relief.

ji - Salt is & local raw maverial of imporvance, and the industry

could be put vo work if there is a market.Wine is the principal

industry, buu lack of chemical for the luxury wines or of electric

current for any other kind may destroy much of the vaelue of the 1943

crop. Local grein 18 atill being collected 1in amall quaniviules, and

wiuhin vhe past week 1,800 quitals have been hawled vy truck from

points in Agrigento. vhis is stillfar below the requirements, 1ne

Consorzio svaved today that within three weeks it would require 1000 !

quintals s day from outside vhe province for israpani proviunce. ihis |
I LU % I
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woula require vhe use of about foruty iarge trucks to get half of
them vhrough each day on a wo~-day hawl. AT preseul we have uwo

or more irucks available uo,.oucvside communes , end a varying number
up vo ven availaeble in Yrapani commune. Anovher variable number up
To about iten are required daily by tvhe 3rd Divesiou 1u 1ws collection
of ammunitlion and war suecks. Anoivher dozen to foprieewu have beewu
promised when vhe 3rd Uiv, ge.s unem repaired:§ we have furnisned
some mechanics uo the Ord. Bn. vo speea up the job). Lu. Col. Seiug
has advied wha. uo shipping 1is availavlie to bring use grain from
Agrigento, and bridges are down on the reilroad in thev direction.
i— ‘Yhere is no labor shorusge, on tvhe basis of present require-
menis.

0 - Educational direcuives nov yeu published, but from Capt.
Hagmond I have received a letier ithav vhe Bishopse may open their
schools for rely%ﬁs instruction and tvhe thregﬁs, under certain
restrictions. Both Bishops had come to inquire about this. In
Marsala and Trapani there will have to be extensive repairs before
the full public instruction program could be resumedl

P- Air-raid precautions./UNFA mbolished, on recommendation of uhe
Prefect ( who said they stole more than they protected) and this
action concurred in hy Capt. Wallace from Hq. Air raids in these
cities are not now considered probable since there are no military
or naval insvallations. However; some of the Alliea air fields

in the adjacent areas might very conceivaoly be suvjected td}alda.
1t 18 assumed ithau the Army has teken the necessary precautions.

V- the Fine Arts and Nonuments exhibits in wrapgﬁﬂxﬁﬂgfd lnclude -

the Trapani Museum and ivhe Templi Segesta, both undamaged.

Additional. I consider this a poor reportu, and can only say that
every Amgot officer in this province is working hard even if the
returns do not show it. We have problems of shortage of personnel,
of egquipment, of time spent helping the 3rd vLiv., etc., which cut

: down efficimapy on the job we are trying to do.
| =
| ff . é;gzzgi::;414aqgk

Floyd E. Thomas,
o Lt, Col. Inf.
' SCAO- YUrapani Province.
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10 Augmat 1945
Bubjocts <rovincdlel Ciroulars, Trapani
Q H E-G\.ﬁ.n.' T.EI'[&.;.!M Provinece

1, Ihis will acmowledgo yeoolpt of Provincial

Oiroularn Nog 1 and 2. W
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CIVIL AFFAIRS (FFICE

PROVINCE OF TRAPANI

13 Via Regina Margherita o
TRAPANI (Sicily) =5
August 11, 1943.

Subject: Provincial Circulars, Trapani.
To: C.C.A.O, AMGOT, Palermo.

1. There is handed you herewith for your files copy
of Provincisl Circular No.2, Trapani Province, August
11, 1943.

2. In order to complete your files, there is also
handed you herewith copy of Provincial Circular No.1,
August 3, 1943, a copy of which was sent to Col; Poletti
when issued as imstructions to report direct %o AMGOT
H.Q. had not then been received here.

Thomas J.Miéhie, Major A.C.
S.C.A.0., Trapani.

f,.-':-
r-

} Lds s !_- {
Flrn'rin,r:!_ gﬂ y
ol A .
Ly iy
|
[ =
Il iy <AFE './')f' A

Q-f'- [LALTH {IJ:‘/ £, 7%’ L

3y
s

[

/ nEf {+/ ! v LA

IROTEA~Y




CIVIL AFFAIRS OFFICER Aug.%.1943
TRAPANI TRECVINCIAL CIRCULAR KX

L 1,This officé has been verbally advise. thet en ordem wee recel
ved in Palermo Sunday establishing AMGOT as the agency for Militery
Government in the occupied provinces of"Sieclly"&nd relieving the
tactical troope of this responsibility,Consequently C.A.Q.s in this
province are no longer subject to the orders of the tzcticel comnme
ders in the neighborhood but solely to AMGOT orders.0f course the
clcaests[of the tecticel commasnders for orders or sction sffecting
the civilian populetion will be met unless such orde¢rs or action
would violate AMGCT!#nstructions or sre ethcivise pleinly improper
or unwise in the circumstances.

2. A meeting of ell AMGOT officers in the province will be
held st this office on Sunday Aug.B8 th 1943..t IT : a.M.and
theresfter at the seéme hour and place each Sunday morning.All
officers are required to be present unless on emergeny erises which
reguires the officers presence in his Commune.

2«70 the extent practicaél all officers will bring to the mesting
on Svrnday Aug.8th the fellowing data.-

(8) A stetement showing 8ll rosd bridges thet have been

destimete of the reletive importance of the rosdes besring in mind t

thet presente by- pssses will in mest instences become impeeseble

when the rainy season gets vell under wey. i1J8
(b)A brief description of sll breasks in the reilroed,

telegrefh end telephone lines snd scqueducts in their Communes.

(c) A stetement of urgently needed supplies,showing
guentities needed (which mey be estimated but should] be steted
in precise figures)snd as nearly as possibile exsct deacripﬂiuna
of the erticles needed, type,designaiicon,size,ete. For iretance
we finde on inquiry et Palermo thaet it is not enough to vy that
we need so much cogl or napthe or mediecsl supplies;we musi
Bpecify the kind of coal nepthas snd the paerticular medical supplies

(d) Pull name, grade snd serisl number off enlisted men
atteched to them,

(e)Brief description,including licenze number of sany

Itelian Vehicles rcquisitioned or otherwise in use by them,




4. Major Gilbert; Bartlett hes been essigned as C.A.0, for the
commune: of Favignane in place of Mejor 5.D. Marvin. Major Bart™+%

will elso continue as provincisl C.A.P O

Thomas J.Michie.Major,A C.

5.C.A.0. Province of Trapeni.




9I?IL AFFAIRS OFF ¢
ROVINCE OF TRAPANI

frovinecisl Ciroculer No.?
AiGs 1IIth,. |I9¢j
I. Your attention is directed to letter from Amgot HAQ.
Subject:Anti-scbotege,e copy of which is attuched hereto.A proclu-
mation for the whole provinee on this subjeect will be isaued toduy
or tomorrow.¥esnwhile C.Ap.O.8 should contact their podestee and see tH
that steps are taken in acecordance with the letter. A report of the 5%
stepe teken should be submitted at the regular Sundey meeting.
2eAttention 1o slso directed to a letter from Amgot H.Q.
subjeet Furipl of the Desd, a copy of which is alsc attuched.A proc-
lemation on this subject will be iosued by the pfefect of the province

today or tomorrow..

Je Attention is elso directed to the letter of Ampgot HAQay
Subject:Disposition of captured Trensport.As transport is turned over
to you ,you will forward to this H.0. tha required report.

4«h Bupply of Generul und Specisl Passes 1B and of grpli-

cations therefor ies hended you herewlth.All bagses must be spproved
by the C.A.!’.Q. hare except that Special Passes may be issued without
such approval where time does not permit mdvance approval here and ks

thaet pending the approvel of Genersl Panosses,tenporary Cenecrel Passes

may be issued.
Genersl Passes should be numbered &g followss

Tyrapani from AP0I to 5000
Favignans from 500 "

ﬁg ggla t EQEE f

NaZara del Vallo il 5626

Cempobello di Wazera " 5626

Custelvetrano b h926

Salemi 6120




VITA 6276 6350
& ALATAFINI 63151 6450
PARTANNA : 6451 6600
SARTA NINFA 6601 to 6700
POGSIOREALE 6701 to 6775
SALAPARUTA 6776 to 6850
GISTLLINA 6851 to 6925
CAMPOREALR 6926 to T000
ALCANO 7001 to 7500
‘SPECIAL PASSES SHOULD BE NUMBLEED AS FOLLOWS:
TRAPANI frhm 25451 t025500
FAVICIUANA , 25501 to25510
ERICE 25511 "25530
MARSALA 25531 " 25560
HAYARA TEL VALLO 2H561 " 25580
CAMPOBELLO DI MAZARA 25580 " 25590
CASTELVETRAND 25591 to 25610
SALEMI 25611 to 25625
VITA 25626 to 25630
CALATARIMI 25631 to 25640
PARTANKA 25641 to 25655
SAVTA NINFA 25656 to 25655
POGCIOREALE 25666 to 25670

SALATARUTA

GIBRLLINA

CAMPOITALE

ALCLYO

CATYLLAMMARE DE!. GOLFO

25671 to

5676 to
76606 to
25696 to
25731 to

25675
25605
75695
25730
25750

5 Cs As O's are remided thay proolamations 6 and § and General Orderes H. I
shovld now be posted,

6 CuAs 0'8 are remided that they shovld bring to the meeting on Aug I5 th
following:

n) Ceneus of vehioles available in thelr communes,

b) Report on grain and other supplies as explained at the meeting. Aug 8 th.

o) Report on improper oonduct of troops towards oivilians. { 3

i
d) Publio safety report on forms dlstributed at the last meeting. St
7) Amgot H.Q. states that a limited amount of coal i being imported but that
it may not be sufficient,for the total rejuinmements of the island.
Terefore requésts for coal should be mooompani ed by a statement of the use
for which 1t 1s intendet in order that priorimies may be established.
The requopts for ooal submltted at the laet meeting should tercfore be supplek
mented at the next meeting by the submissionef a statement showlng the use to
shioh thé ooal 1e to be put.
8. Thore will be delivercd herewlth to emoh C.A?0.(except those of® TFavignane
%rice an Trapani,for whon Capt PUCTINELLI will aot as Sub Accountant) an
Aocoountant Manual ( Nombered) end numbered reoccipt vouchers. Yov will be
required by the despatoh bearer to slen a reocipt for these dooumente,
Inntructionsin perard to thelr use way be found in the Amgot" We have a
few extra coples have whieli may be seocurcd on Sunlday by those C.A.0' &

who do not have coplea of the" Bible",
THONAS 8 G on i




Section 3.3/NND Mo

‘ubjeet: Nispomition of sptured Transport

To: Es Colle Coe- Prlermo Calteniaasnttn
Trapani Erna
Acrigento

L e 7Tth Army has araed tusn over o AlG T
epptured trncke aml noneconbs vehicles, % nhe cfloe 8
in the fiald have been 4:atructed DY Tth Army to dur
OveEr any such vehlcles to tha reavesf ™ .0.4.0,

¢« [T @ 4 when 7 u receiv aliverien ol au
vehicvles you we iretruoted:

() 1 receipt for euch vehicliea Lo ¢ o o fiiueyr
deliverisng the sape you.

(8) To forwmrd a report Iwpwiiatals 4 ‘it HE
atating (1) pumber of velhidclemy (11) deseriptlon jxxkehwziis
thereof, lecluding ecarneity, wid (1ii) opa sting eondition in
in which doliverody '

VHALLES e &P FFURD
b2 Coley G.B.0,
Chiof Btaff Officer
Moo 1 {145
L5 Ammy Croup
(%8 /Tl




AMGOT/207/ HQ
7 _AUGUST 1943

Subyect: Burial of Dead

To 3 S.C.A.C. = Agrigento
Caltanbesetta
Palermo
Trapani

1. The Commanding General 7TH Army has advised the C.C.A.O.
that in areas through which the Army has operated reporte indicate
e number of umburied dead, American, Italian and German.

2. You are instrb@ted to make provisiog for immedlate buridl
of all'Italian and German deadg This will be the regponsibiiity
of the local authorities. Instructions should be given tha$ the
dead be buried at the phace nearest where sagthey ha¥e fallen.
One duplicate of the identification tag should be returned to
you for forwerding to this HQ. The other ahould mark the grave,

3. At the request ) Commanding General Tth Army there
ig suthorized the offe ard of 500 lire for the report®

of the location of each i an dead. Instructions should go

out through provincial and communel chennels eannouncing thise

reward.
4. The reward should be paid by you to persons who
furnish youw with details as to the location of the Americen
' dead. You are authorized to make reward payments fron AMGOT
funds in your hands. Immediately upon hearing of any guch
locations you should notify the c.0. of neareet tactical troopa
who will advise the Graves Registration Service. ]
CHARLYS M. SPOFFORD flﬂé
Lt. Col., G.S5.C.

Chief Staff Officer

ANGOT HQ
15 Army Group
Cus/rl
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CIVIL AFFAIRS OFFICE
*  PROVINCE OF TRAPANI

13 Vie Regina Margherita

Sicil
TRAPMTJ_I (Sicily) August 9, 1943.

SUBJECT : Weekly Report on the Province of Trapani.
To : Chief Civil Affaeirs Officer, AMGOT, Palermo.

1. There is slibmitted herewith weekly report on conditions in the
Province of Trapani for the week ending August T, 1943.

2. There is also submitted herewith copy of the firet such report
dated July 31, 1943, which has elready been submitted tp the
Senior Civil Affairs Officer with the 7th Army, the letter of
July 31, 1943, from the Chief Staff Officer - AMGOT on the

subject of Birect Responeibility to M.G. thrpugh C.C.A.0. not
having then been received.

/Z.—-—-W #'_,:::;7-"' M

Thomaa‘&.Michie Major. A.C.
S5.C.A.0., Trapani.
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CIVIL AFFAIRS OFFICFPROVINCE OF TRAPANI

Tepani, Sicily ﬁu—q A
Subject: 2nd .Weekly Report on Province of Trapani
cIViL
To: Ghieﬁﬁnffairs Officer,Amgot, Palermo

I The Civil Affajzrs Organization in the province of Trapanl has
been changed since the report of Aug. 1,1943 in the following
respects:

a)Capt. A.E. Puccinelll has reported ss Brovincial TFimance Officer
b)Major Gilbert Bartlett has been assigned acC.A.0. for the commune
of Favignana repla-cing lMajor §.D. Martin: Major Bartlett continues
as provincial C.A.P.0. end Major Martin as ¢.A.0. for Trapani.

¢) Lt. H.R. Hanbury C.A.P.0. for Marsala has been temporarily
shifted to Mazara del Vallo .

II. Changes in conditions within the province since the report

of Aug. 1,1943 may be summarized as follows:

a) Pﬁysical Destruction.

i) Buildings. yhe work of clearing debris from the streets of
Marsala and Trapani has been continued.Demolition of partially

destroyed huildings whose ruins present perdl to thelr neighbo&
rhood will be begun this week.
(113 Utilities.

(aa) Hlectricit®y 1t i1shoped that power will be restored in Marsala
the middle of this week. Steps are also being taken tn;ﬁgreute out

of materials and machines in existence in Trapani an auxiliary plant
for that city in the event it should become necessary to divert to
Catania or Messina power now belng recefived here from Palermo.

(bb) Water has been restored 1n perhaps half the city of Trapani
and work is continuing on the mains for the rest of the town.

(ce) Rallroads,Work is progressing rapidly on the blg break on

the Trapapi—Palermn line and it is beliewed that we will have

through (193
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rail service to Palermo within theweek.There are no men here who
are réally comp.c¢ent to run the engines bt presumably competent
railroad engineers will be sent fron Palermo bythe railroad
Officlals as soon as throungh traffic can be established. The
road fron Castelvetrano to Agrigento is usable except for a break
at Selinunte end passengers can use it by walking fron a car on
one side of the brea to a car on the otfher.

I'he road fron Castelvetrano to Saleml is also ruaning.

(dd) Telephone and telegraph. Substantially no change.

(ee) Sewerage. No change

(iii) Streets and roade. No change except that the army Engineers

have undertaken to repair certain of the bridges. ur Officer in
Charge of Recostruction is working with the Ingenio Civile of the
Province on a progran of reconstruction of other bridjes which

has not as yet been initlated.

(IV) Ports. Sinte the last report the Navyhas revised its previous
position and now plans to clear the porg of Marsala but will do
nothing at Trapani except that they say that they will eventually
clean up the mine fields here. They will give no indication as

to 'wheh they will get around to that.

b)Food. Food has continued to be our most serious problem.

In addition to the difficulties experienced in getting grain from
the farmers as outlined in the previous report the transportation
situation has become acute as stocks previously accummulated here
become exhausted. The tectical troops are,howevernow furnishing
pasistance withthis problem and it is belleved that when the

order for the delivery by the tmctical troops to the Civil

Affaire Section of all captured or commendeered Italian vehicles
is complied with this problem will disappear. In view of the
difficult position of the 82=nd Aiborne Division with respsect

to trans portation it has ben agreed that the above mentiore d
order will not be literally followed until the departure of that

division which is enticipated within a few days. ;1 gn

The new Generel Order N.3 changing prices and rations has been

very favorably received (except for the reduction in the pasta




any of
ration) and itf is the belief off cur officers that it will solve

oPur food diffily :s. However the head of © 3 loecel consorzio does
not believe that the increase is adequate,standing alone,to bring
out the grain.We are therefore instituting this week very strenuous
efforts to suppress the black mx market. We hope to be able to
aprest many violgtors this week ahd if so will ask for the prompt
appointment of one or more Superior Military Courts to try these
offenders and before Such courts we will press for the maximum
prison sentence which they have the jurisdiction to impose.
Attention is called to the fact that the grain growm in this
province is normally sufficient to feed the people of the province
for only a portion of the year- estimated variously at from four

to six months.It is therefore essential that within a short time
the old Italian system(or a new one)of inter-provincial grain
transfers be re- established. So far,with that system not functios
ning,we have refrained from sending to other provinces for grein
though we have been subjected to a certain amount of ralding by C.A.
O.'s from without the province.

c)_Health O utbreaks of typhus have been reportdd at Marara del
Vallo and Favignana. The tactical Lroope have furnished sosp and
medical supplies and it is hoped that the development of a serious
epidemic can be avoided but it is too early as yet to begin to see
results from the steps that have been taken.

D)Local Governament In the previous report it was stated that

Lt.Col. Onorato llasera of the Italian Army had been released on
parole and made Prefect of the Province. Early in the week H. Q.
of the BEJPhd. A%Pnrne Division adviskd this office that they

construed the order of Tth Army H.Q. in rfgqrd to the parole of 1,10
prohcbition

Sicilian prisoners as cnnstituting%. of the parole of officers
and that they therefore felt obliged to return Col.lasera to the

L Y,
prison camp althugg? theywould permit tirem to remain at liberty
URTL
for#,ﬂhnrt timehwe could find someone to replace him as prefect.

we
Wé have spent a good deal of time during the‘fk considering end in-

terviewing vapious possibilities and have now agreed with represengk




taties of the O, I. C. to nominate Avv. FPaoclo D'Antonl for the

position swbje to approal of the C.C.A.C gg required by verbal
instructions fPeceived during the week. A separate letter dealing

with this appointment is being forwarded to headquarters contem-

poraneously herewith,

/’f,/;) ,.é /‘f,f’ &Z - . é:

>
Thomas J. Michie, Major A.C.
5.C.A.0.for Trapani

;'.:E]Q




r~VIL AFFAIRS OFFICE,
Provinge of Trapani,

Trarani, Sicily

Aug. I, I943

Subject : Report on Civil Affairs Organisation and Problems in
Trapani, Sicily.

To: Senior Civil Affairs Officer, Palermo, Sicily.

1l The Civil Affairs Orgenipation in the provinece of Trapani
consists of the following officers, enlisted men end vehicles,
who are entrusted with the duties indicated below:

Frovincial Administration:

liajor Thomaes J, Michie (Am.) - S.0.4.0.
Cept. H. J. Brown (Br.) - Asst. to Major MNichie, and
Provincial Fire and A.R.P. (P.A.D.) Officer.

Major Gilbert Bartlett (Br.) - Provincial C.A.P.O.

Capt. W.C. Ballance (Br.) - Provincial Civil Relief Offi=

cer.

Capt. G.H. Morris (Br) - Provincial Officer in charge of
Reconstruction (Public Utilities, Public Works,
etc.)

4 enlisted men (3 jeep drivers and 1 motorcyclist).

3 Jeeps.

3 motorcycles.
Administration of the Communes.

Trapani and Favignano: Major S.D. Martin (Am) - C.A.O.
Lt. E.J. Murphy (Am) - C.A.P.O.
1 enlisted man.

1 jeep.
Capt. Jecquier (Br) - C.A.O.
Lt. H.R., Hanbury (Br) - C.A.P.O.
1 enlisted man.
1l Jeep.
1 moforcycle.
Mazarse del Vello Major R.D. Hildebrand (Am)-C.A.O.
1l enlisted man.
1 motor cycle .
Castelvetrano ahd Capt. Lewis(Am) - C.A.O.
Cempobello di Mazera 1l enlisted man.;
1 jeep.
Partanna and Cept. H.R. Kennedy (Br) - C.A.O.
Santa Ninfaj; 1l anlisted man.
1 jeep
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Gibelli..a, Salaparuta Ce . C.E. Godbold (Br) C.A.O.
eand Poggioreale. 1 enliested man.
PR 1 jeep.
1 motor cycle.
Alcamo and Capt. Sutton (Br) - C.A.O.
Camporeale 1l enlisted man
1l Jeep.
Castellammare del Golfo Capt. V.D. Kelaart (Br) - C.A/0.
1l enlisted man.
1 motor cycle.
Selemi, Vita and Calatafimi Capt. Dyer (Br) - C.A.O.
(No official trensportation but
he has requisitioned an Ita=
lian car and employed a chaf=
feur).
Major Matthew F. Sheean (Am) -
C.A.0Q.
(No official transportation _
but he lives with the H.Q. and
Trapani groups and uses their
transportation as well as an
Italian car);

This assignment covers all the Communes of the province except
the Commune of Pantellerim, that island being a part of this province.
We have no information on the military government there which wae in=
stituted before any part of the island of Sicily was occupied, nor do
we knowwhether such military govermnment is intended to come under the
Jurisdiction of the military government of this province.. In view of
the difficulties of communication it may well be advisable for them to
remain independent of the military government of Trapani, except that
they should be required to recognise such acts of ours a8 are of neces=
sity of application throughout the province, Buch as the appointment
of a provincial prefect, and except, further that we should of course be
heppy to aid them in any way that we can upon their request.

Generally speaking the staff for the province would appear to be
adequate, except:
(a) We have no clerical personnel
(b) We have no Amgot Finance Officer.
(c) We have no Medical Officer.

Pending arrival of such personnel the S.C.A.0. is handling finan=
clal matters, the Provincial Supply Officer is handling medical matters
and the clerical work, which is kept to the barest minimum, is handled
by the officers themselves.

IT will be observed that of the officers asgsigned to the province
11 are British and only six are American. Further 11 or 12 were trai=
ned as C,A,P.0.'s and only 5 or o 88 C.A.0.'8. In view of the fact that
the various officers have now entered upon the performance of their
duties it is not believed that a shift to correct these imbalances
would be desirable.




Page 3

{
2, Conditions + "hin the province may be sr-marized as follows:
'(aj Physical Destruction.

(1Y Buildings. The seaports of Marsala and Trapani were very badly
bombed. The greater part of Narsala and the sections of Trapani
nearest the docks may fairly be said to have been destroyed and
will have to be rebuilt. They will not be habitable for months
ander the most favourable conditions,and possibly not for years.
Most of the government bulldings were amOng those destroyed. FPra=
ctically no reconstruction of buildings has as yet been underta=
ken. Outside of the cities of Trapani and Marsala the damage to
buildings in the province has been negligible.

(1i) Uti}ities

(asa) Electricity . The power lines were not generally damaged.
Most cities were never without power end 1t has now been resto=
red in all that lost it except Mersala. We have as yet no esti=
mate of the time it will take 10 get power back to liarsala.,
(bb) Water. Weter is as usual throughout the province except at
Trapeni end it is hoped that water will be restored there, at
1east to the edge of the city, within a few days. It will teke
longer to repair the mains within the city. The water system al
Marsala was relatively little demaged and is operating as usual ,
at lesst in the part of the city that is being used. However the=
re are thousands of refugees living just outside of the city end
drinking water from wells @nd springs that are not believed to
be safe. This gives rise to the fear of a typhoid epidemic . Ve
are endeavouring to take steps to prevent this.
(cc) Railroads, The railroads are not operating. The road from
Trepani to Palermo wes badly bombed s few miles east of Trapani
but it is said that if a competent gang of worjtimen can be Becu:
red that demage could be repaired within a fewdays and in that
event it is thruﬁbh*fhat trains could run through to Palermo.
Steps are being initiated to repair this break. The lines bet=
ween Trapani and Marsala, Mﬂraalaaqd.agrigentu and Castelvetrano
and Castellemmare del Golfo are also broken in spots, bridges
out ete., and some time is 1ikely to elapse before all can be
put in order. Preference will be given to the Trapani - Palermo
Trapani - Marsala, Marsala - Agrigento and Cagtelvetrano - Ca=
stellammare lines in the order named.
(dd) Telephones and Telegraph . Important lines are generally
down though the local exohange at Alcamo is working and has not
been closed by the CAO. The reilroad has a workable line between
Trapani and Narsala.
Some long distance lines will operate to the ourskirts of Karsala.
The office in town was destroyed. lNazzara del Vallo, Campobello,
and Castelvet:ano end other small towns have telephone and tele=
graph eystems that could operate but are closed down under the

AMGOT plan.

/+/




Page 4.

(ee) Sewerage. Sewerage systems, such as they are, have not been
damaged,except in Trapani and Marsala. The damege in Marsala is
undoubtedly great. The extent of the damage in Trapani cannot be
ascertained until water im brought back to the town.

Streets and Roads.There are numerous bridges down on the main roads
throughout the province. The Engineering corps has provided by-passes
that are reasonably satisfactory for the present for all of these
bridges, except one on the main road between Alcamo ¢ Palermo. This
road is unusable, It is Belleved that the bridge that is down is over
the line in Palermo province but its repair is very important to the
province of Trapani. Futhermore while the by-passes provided by the
engineers for other bridges that are down throughout the province are
reasonably satisfactory now they will be washed away & become impas=
sable when the rainyseason comes on about the first of October., The
Provincial officer in charge of Reconstruction in therefore planing
to work out with the proper provinciel officials at the earliest pos=
sible date a program of replacing these bridges.

The streets of Trapani and Marsale are impassable in places becau=
se of debris from bombed buildings. Six hundred prisoners of war are
being employed &t Trapani to clean up this debris. Marsala is spen=
ding 1500 lire a day for the sszme purpose,

(IV) Ports The navy has undertaken to clean up the port of Irapani
and make it useable. This will probably take several weekse. The navy
has no plans for Marsals but the port is said to be usable now for
small ships of 3000 to 4000 tons & the location of the mine flelds
is known. It is also stated that the lighthouse at Capo San Vito is
not operating.

b.) Food. Food conditions have been bad throughout most of the pro=
vince and most towns are living almost on a day to day basis. There
has apparently been less difficulty in Trapani and Marsala than el=
swhere, doubtless due to the graat diminution in the population of
those towns.Mazara del Vallo also has a special problem unlike the
others in that not much grain is grown in the wvicinity. In the other
cities the difficultes are due to the ammasso - fixed price - ratio=
ning systems. this breakdown had in large measure occurred before

the occupation and it is apparently the belief of most C.A.0.'S. that
the Italian government would not have been able to get this years
wheat from the farmers at the old prices. The Itelian economy has suf-
fered an inflation that has not been recognized by us in fixing the
price of wheat. As a result of this situation all »f our C.A.O.'s
found themselves confronted with a shortage of grain in the early
days of the occupation and in some instances they authorized the
payment of prices higher those fixed by law inorder to get grain in.
Strenuus efforts are now being made throughout the province to hold
the fixed price but it is the unanimous opinion of all concerned that
we cannot permanently collect grain at the point of a bayonet and

that we will eventually have to go to the root of the difficuly. The
new prefect of the province by profession ap economigt, believes

/+/ S
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that the pric ~2ould be held if we raised the ration and brought in
10.000 tons of grain from Africa to be sc. 4 at the legal price. MNost
people feel, however, that this existing price is unfair to the far=
mer and should be raised from 25 to 100%; that the price of bread
should be raised to cover the entire cost thereof, wiping out the
indirect subsidy heretofore paid the farmers, so that the legal pri=
ae would be increased to 5 or o times the existing legal price; and
that the ration should be increased to something approaching what the
people are actually eating now, taking into consideration the black
market operations.

It ie claimed that the system so revised would be fair to all and
enforceable and that the people would actually pay less for bread
than they dope now if prices in the black market are averaged with
the legal price.

c.) Health Ae yet health conditions have not been seriously affected
by pﬁa war. The fear of a typhoid epidemic at Marsale has been refer=
red above. There is some shortage of medical supplies throughout ‘the
province which we shall try to remedy.

d,) Local government.

I.) Provincial. The old prefect had fled before the occupation and
the other officials and the records had been moved to Poggioreale %o
escape the bombing. We have been somewhat handicapped by this absence
but they are now being moved back. The Prefectura was destroyed but
a large private residence has been secured which will become the offi=
ce of the provincial administration as well as the office of the mi=
litary government. A new prefect has been appointed, Onorato Masera.
Signor Masera was & lientenant colonel in the Italian army, & priso=
ner of war, whom the 82 amirbornedivision had released in arder to meke
him mayor of Trapeni. He has now been made Prefect and & new mayor
will be appointed by the Prefect. Signor lasera, though an army colo=
nel, is essentially & civilian, having gerved only & few years in the
army during the last war and this. He was for years director of an e=
conomic foundation studing economic conditions in Sicily with a view
to the improvement of the conditions of the poor. He appears to be
able, energetic and honest and also 18 believed to have been anti-fa=
Bcist, though perhaps not outspokenly.

The Mayors of Trapani, Campobello di Mazara, Castelvetrano,
Jalemi & Pertanna fled or were removed. The new men so far appear to

be working satisfactorily.
The heads of the carabinieri at Salemi & Castelvetrano were re=

moved or retired but otherwise the work of the carabinieri has been
most satisfactory.

e.) Other Problems - These are of & relatively minor nature. Curfew
is generaslly being enforced at 9:00 P.M. . There are no complaints

as to unemployment or rates of pay of labor.Fascist records in some
instances are under lock and key. Government records have not been
locked up; some have been destroyed by bombing. Circulation is fairly
free throughout the province except that we are trying to keep people
from returning to Trapani and Marsala too rapidly. Nﬁ special guards

have been placed over Te#ntiquities or fine artsr nopa are believed
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to be needed. | 4
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Thuﬁg; J. Michie

Major A.C.
g.C.A.0. for the Pr

ovince of Trepeni.
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Palemo Province
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12 Aot 1943

Memorandu:

To t Chief of Staff ~ AGOT lisadquurters

1s Attached is copy of report Ly 82nd fdshorne Divieion wirlch
hag been handed to me by Seventh Anmyr.
Z2e The cammnitics are in Tragenl and Agrigento Frovinces.

Js Ve hevo ayronged it so that tho Medienl Section of

Seventh Ay will help prooure medicsd supplies and also help

dlotrdbute such supplies with Axmy Medical wnit truoks. 'The Senior
Civil Affodrs Officer of the Provinces concermed should oontock
Hajor Rudley whe is en assistont of Colonel Frenklin of Seventh Aruye

(5gd) Ciorles Yolettd

CIRLES FOI&aT
Lt, Colanel, AUS
dendor Civil Affodiro Offlcer
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127" di Don Bosco
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¥ onfetenza tenuta per inoito del Comitato Cittadino nella
« (Chiesa Cattedrale di S, Porengo n Crapani nella ricors
& renga della I' festa cinguantenaria dell opera salesiana in

Sicilia).

TRAPANI
Casa Editrice » Radio »
1931
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Il genio e la santifa
di Don Bosco

((Tonferenza tenuta per inoito del Comitate Cittadino nella
(Chiesa Cattedrale di S. Lorengo in Grapani nella ricor-
renga della [* festa cinquantenatia dell’ opera salesiana in
Sicilia).

TRAPANI
Casa Editiice « Radio »
1931
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Eccellenza, Signore, Signori,

Max Nordau, nella Psicologia del Genio, pone a fondamento
del Genio il giudizio e la volonta, i quali, se toccano un grado di
perfezionamento straordinario, formano quegh vomini fatali e (o-
minatori, che danno un nome ai secoli e una voce e un signilicato
alla storia. Secondo la sua dottrina il Genio ha anch’esso i snai
ordini, che costituiscono una vera gerarchia. 1 Geni i prim’ordi-
ne, degni veramente del nome, sono i grandi capitani, 1 grandi le-
gislatori, i grandi ordinatori degli Stati : essi con la massima luci
dita di giudizio hanno si forte la volontd da sottoporre e discipli-
nare tutti gli uomini, a cui si rivolge il loro potere. Poi vengono
i grandi inventori e scopritori, nei quali la volontd & meno geniale,
perché non lotta contro le forze vive degli uomini, ma contro le
forze passive della natura. Alla terza categoria appartengono i pen-
satori e i filosofi, ciod i geni di solo giudizio, senza corrispondente
sviluppo della volonti.

Povera e nuda vat filosofia.
Nella quarta categoria colloca, finalmente, i poeti e gli artisti.
I£ qut Calliopea alquanto surga,

T'ralasciamo di discutere quest’ordine, arbitrario e fallace, da-
to ai piti alti valori umani e alle pitt grandi manifestazioni dello
spirito, e notiamo semplicemente che nella scala degli uomini di

genw non ¢ stato dallo scrittore tedeseo, mitenalista ed ateo, as-
segnato alcun posto ai santi. Portino essi il nome di S. Paolo o di
Santo Agostino, di Sant’Ambrogio o di San Benedetto, di S.
Tommaso d'Aquino o di S. Bonaventura, di S. Francesco )’ As-
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sist 0 di S, Francesco di Sales, di S. Filippo Neri o di Giovanai
Bosco.

Giovanni Bovio, intelletto scrutatore, non rare volte, acuto ¢ ]
profondo, ma tutto preoceupato e dominato dalla sua filosofia i
turalistica, avverti un divario, un contrasto irricducibile tra la sun-
titi e la genialith, « 11 Genio vive nella liberth del pensiero — eyl
osserva — e tra pensicro libero e santith ¢'é contraddizione. Iis
sere santo ¢ uomo di genio insieme ¢ volere ascai pit degli aluri,
Scelga I'vomo : © un po’ grande qua o grande I, giacché Monti lo T
avverti chiaramente, poetando di S, Luigi :

St fé pusillo in terra
Per farsi grande e plorioso in cielo ».

w Dante;, osserva ancori il Bovio, al diavolo, che rappresen-
ti fa logica, fece dire che non si puo insieme pentirsi e volere

Per la contraddizion che nol consente » -

In veritd a seguire Ia logica del diavolo c'a irrimediabile con-
triasto tra fa santith e il genio, Non & possibile aleun accordo tra
I'uomo che cerca la luce, la verith o jl bene e I'uomo che cerea le
tenebre, In menzogma ¢ il male.,

Il diavolo di Dante, che non & il diavolo di Giovanni Bovio, b
nota la contraddizione tra il pentimento e la volonth rea, desidero-
sacdi male. Ma non ¢’¢ disaccordo ttit il pentimento e desiderio,
"anelito dellanima verso il bene ¢ verso Dio, ch'é luce intellel-
tuale piena d'amare. Da questo accordo e da questo anelito shoe-
¢, fiore i grazia e di bellezza, la cattedrale di Reims, trasse vita :
¢ nutrimento il canto universale i Dante, la scienza di Galileo, In |
caritit di S. Francesco, I'erolsmo chi 1\-'.1H(:Intnng e l'apostolato di
Criuseppe Mazzini,

T . - g

La fede consente 14 pitt ampia liberth i pensiero agli uomi- '[
ni i buona volontd, che cercano ki bellezza, |a verita, la luce,
Essa pone innanzi a sé una sola e mvincibile barriera : la menzo- e

gy la superbia, In violenza, la frode, comuni alleati dell'errore

e della perdizione. ILa pitt vasta libertd (i pensiero, come la pid

eroica forza di giudizio ¢ di volontd, seconde la fe
commisurano e valutano in relazione

de cristiana, si
al fine, Se cosi non [osse, se
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anni ; cioe le manifestaziom dello spirito umano, sia individualn che so-
ctah, politiche ¢ scientliche, artustiche o hlosofiche, s doves-
to e sero giucheare il loro rsultito ¢ non dal fine, che le ispra, non
s sorgerehbe diferenza aleuna tra Parte ¢ | pornografiy, ool pen
Bl 11~ siero e 1l solismn, tra Perotsmo e il delitto, tra b cantith e T malvie
gli i, tra la palma del martivio el marchio dell”inGunia,
5= I osatanismio o modie — chi non ecords Plwne o Sadana i
tri. Criosues Cardueet e il Luerfero (e Marco: Rapsarde 2 Lrasse in
._ lo T errore Coovanni Bovio, che vlentiicd opera el genio nel o o

Prometeo e nella ribellione dell'uomo verso Dio
Lastonia dell'arte, della seienza, dellia politica e della religio-
s ne ¢ contro il hlosofo napoletano, poche arte, la scienza, T po
litica e T religione nelle loro pite alte manifestizioni sono secolare
IS testimoninnza delln presenza i Dio nel mondo, sono rivelazioni

della Provvidenza divina, della olori

e Colwi che tullo niove

- ¢ che i
Lra Per Uwnmoerso pewetra, ¢ visplend

le TR, parte pe, o meno allvove

1 Fommaso Carlyle pone tra 1 suot Eroi 1l sacerdote. Not
U' cramo 1l Santo. Eglt & o capitano spirituale del popolo, il rvela

i tare della divina Fdea del momdo. gl squaderna agli vomini, che

9 vivono I le superhiciality, le convenzioni, le mcitazaionm, e pre

el tenzom e lepocrisie sociadi, 1l libro misterioso dellic viee e, [t :
e prande der poeti, non canta L vita, ma L glorihiea e sublima nella .
ta ventie e nelln carith delle sue tpere, :
I”j [ Sante, cosi, appare Lo voce del cielo ivisibile, I"interpre

di e u!L‘H'.IIwJ Lo Seurelo dell™ universa » }n'l ¢|U~1]t' LS jroa i han

) . no occhr per vedere,

I H Santo &l vegeonte, che, attraverso [ vana apperenz el

e le cose, Panima aperta e protesa alli diving signibeazione della

a e vita, nell’ora che fugge e nell’eternity, che non ha tempo, vede

5 [ddio e lo svelr agli uomini = e ridona la lice ashi ottenchrati, la

parola at mutolt, 'nequa della prazin agle assetatr, 1l pane dell’s-
more agh allamati, la consolazione auh sconsolat, Ly gruida auli
sperdutt, la carith ai bisognosi.

T T i T e P T T T T STy AT 1 e s e

N -
o et i S e

]




Declassified E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND bi-'.::.. 7@0}{ =

¢ Bt 3 3

nitive. Se l'odio degli uomini I disperde, Ja carith e la fede Ii riv-
sce centuplicati. 1 santi non hanno beni materiali da chstribuire -
ne: uffici, ne prebende, né sinecure, né onorilicenze, né apprlti
Sono poveri e creano opere, che sgomenterebbero 1a mente di un

Morgan o i un Roscild.
Mansueti e pacifici resistone alla violenza dei grandi ¢ dei pic

R = ey

coll, superano tutte | resistenze, invocano la forza invisibile i

Mo, che & la sola forzn veramente forte ; e fanno misericordios; |
superbi, caritatevoli gli avari, eredenti gl increduli, umili i potent
Se muoiono, come Gesti, risuscitano dal sepolero, Sono spiriti vi

venti. Come il chicco di grane della parabola evangelica, dopo |

e

A ;

morte, danne molto frutto e il mighore frutto. -

A questa schicra di santi e di ero appartiene Giovanni Boseo, ' ;

che il secolo, che non fu il suo, saluta maestro della vita, apostolo o

" . I3

della fede, Genio della carith. -
¥ % ¥

In un secolo di rivoluzion e i renzion, i congiure ¢ i bt
taglie sanguinose, nella pace del piceolo villaggio, che sorge, quinsi Y|
nascosto, col suo mucchietto i case rustiche e bianche, SOPEL un .'
poggiarello, a mezza strada tra (:nprigiio e Castelnuovo ' Asti, '
nacque il 16 Agosto 1815 Giovanni Bosco da un padre, laborioso -
e sapiente vignaiolo e da una madre, ch'era una santa. Modest. :'
¢ quasi povera gente, se s vuole, ma che curava con grande amo 3

re 'anima, la Agliolainza e )a terra,

Nelly stesso anno il giovane Alessandro Manzoni aveva dato
alla luce, nell'indifferensa quasi assoluta degli italiani, gl'Inni Sa
cri, che celebravano il genio immortale del Cristianesimo e Napo: '
leone T, sopraffatto al desting, sui prani di Waterloa, aveva ot-
tato nel crogivolo della storia i resti del pitt glorioso esercito del |
mondo ¢ il cumulo enorme (Jef suol superbi sogni di dominio per
aprire nella solitudine dell'isola di. Sant'Elena, innanzi all’infinit f i
immensith dell’oceano, il suo dialogo con Dio,

[1 Genio della BUCTTA tramontava e sorgeva il genio della ca-
nth, La vita di Giovanni Bosco appare, cost, fin dalla nascita, una
predestinazione,

R e ATV T e




la fede li riuni-
da distribuire :
/e, ne appalti,
a mente i un

andi e dei pic-
a invisibile i
usericordiosi i
il 1 potenti.
ONo Spiriti vi-
elica, dopo Ia

wanni Bosca,
vita, apostolo

rure ¢ i bat-
iC sorge, quasi
che, sopra un
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grande amo-
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Non aveva due anni e perdette il padre. Orfano a due anni,
in una casa i contadmi, ove c¢'eran cinque boeche da sfamare | 11
ricercalore .|I:p'155im1;1u}, il j};nIrr.‘. iffettuoso di |l1fg!i.‘11'n cli orfani,
doveva, pure, fare questa dura e tremenda esperienza. [ddio, pe
rd, aveva compensato largamente il piccolo Giovanni della grave
perdita, dandogh per madre una donna singolare.

Tutte le madri sono buone e care, ma vi sono madei, che si
trashigurano nella luce divina della maternith e toceano la bellezza
eroica della santith. Modeste e semplici, a volta, quasi analfabete,
non sanno nulla dei complicati romanzt det letterati e della varia
scienzi der dottt, vivono in casa, che curano ed amano come una
chiesin. Zelantr, trepide, soccorrevoli riversano il lora immenso
amore in mille forme i ineffabile tencrezza sopra i figliveli, che so-
no I luce dei loro occhi, la poesia della loro vita. Uomini nella fa-
tica e negli affiri, restano donne e si fanno quasi signore nella gen-
tilezza dell’animo, espresso dalla cortesia delicata dei modi.

Creature (i sacrificio e di amore vivono nella fede e si con-
fortano nelly preghiera. Non sono denarose, ma fanno la carith
e insegnano la carith. Sono le risorse inesauribili dell"'umanity, Ia
quale, quando pare perduta, trova in queste semplici creature le
energie spirituali per rifursi nel costume ¢ nell’anima.

A questa eletta schiera di madri appartiene Mamma Mar-
gheritit, che apri la via della santitd al piccolo Giovanni. Essa pote-
va ripetere i suoi figluoli le parole di Dio: « Figliuolo, dammi
il o cuore ; e gli oechi tuoi siano intenti alle mie vie ».

Sotto I vigile direzione di Mamma Margherita, nella libera
screnitd dei campi, Giovanni, intanto, cresce e si irrobustisce nel
corpo e nello spirito. Le ristrettezze della famiglia e la gelosia e
I'invidia del fratello Antonio mettono a dura prova la vocazione
di Giovanni, che, i gi4, a nove anni, ha fatte il suo bel SOgNo €
ha udito le parole del Signore : « Non con le percosse, ma con la
mansuetudine e con la carity puadagnerai questi fanciulli »,

La wiolenza partorisce odio, la carith amore. La violenza &
morte, perche distrugge, la caritd & vita ed edifica. Edifica e redi-
me, come essi sola ha il potere di creare i santi e i veri eroi.

Costretlo a lasciare |1 casa paterna per campare la vita e per
continuare gli studi intrapresi fa il servitore di campagna in casa
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Moglia, piti tardi, fard il sarto, il fabbro ferraio, il falegname, il
calzolaio, il giocoliere, il garzone (i bottega, il cantore e il suo-
natore. Giovanni deve accumuliare tutte queste esperienze per
P'opera futura. Egli, come Gesil, prima di essere operaio dello spi-
rito, deve essere un operaio della materia. « 1l mestiere gl'inse-

e e g st eI TE

gnerit che vivere significa trasformare le cose morte ed jnutili ; n co- ; ]
se vive ed utili ; che In materia pitt vile, battuta e riformata, P : y
diventare preziosa amica, aiutatrice degli uomini » (1), |

Ordinato sacerdote nel 1841, Giovanni Bosco cerca il CAMpo ]
d’azione per il suo ministero. Egli conosce le avversith e le tem- i

S

peste: & un soldato hene agguerrito e pronto a tutte le battaglie
Ha lintelligenza vasta e profonda, P'anima iniammata di carit, |
la parola calda e peneirante, la spirito sereno e giocondo, il corpo ;
sano e robusto come una quercia. Ha il dono del comando e il sen-
so dell'organizzazione. E' un vero higlio del Piemonte : terra di
soldati e di politici. Ricco di buon senso piemontese, senza esalta-

zioni morhose e immaginazionni disordinate, conciliery Ia pruden- d
za con l'ardimento. Sard il Cavour e |l Garibaldi della santit. I
d

Per un felice intuito del suo spirito lascia il piccolo paese i :

origine e fa di Torino il ca mpo del suo apostolato, la futura capita-
le del suo vasto impero spirituale. !
I1 3 di novembre 1846 giungono a Torino Giovanni e Mamma
Margherita con una qualche tristezza nel cuore e una grande stan-
chezza nel corpo. Hanno lasciato, per sempre, i parenti, gli amiei,
| la casa, il campicello, il piccolo villaggio col sun mucchietto di cnse
bianche, addossato alla collina ricca di viti ; e sono venuti, a piedi,
nella grande cittd, quasi sconosciuti e senza il becco di un quattri-
no. Mamma Margherita porta un canestro i biancheria e Gio- i

trafelati s'imbattono in un pio sacerdote, tale Giovanni Vola, che,

commosso a vederli in quell stato, e apprendendo che in fatto quel

lungo viagpio a piedi perche sprovvisti di soldi, dona 2 Don Bo-

vanni alcuni quaderni, un messale ¢ un breviario, Impolverati e

|

|

i se0, in mancanza «'altro, il suo orologin, che I'indomani & ven- “ {
i duto. Giovanni ha preso in affitto aleune stanze di casa Pinardi, ?
I

!

(1) Papinl - La Storin di Gesp,

! - 2 — e — . T N ey T Y
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miodestamente arredate dal teologn Borel. Quella sera tnovinn ¢
Veammina Marghentia vi trovano rluglo ¢ ne sono content, Mam
ma Margherita in un momento i buon umore prende o cantar

Gt al mondu se €1 senle

Forestiert senza wenle.

* K ®

Stamo alla vigilia dell’ano der portenu. 11 Premonte ¢ aspra

mente travagliato mtorno ad una espericnza eroict md hsordimata

i torze e i lavoro, Toring & L speranza pidh viva ¢ piu sicura el

taliani, & Pasilo di w1 perseguitati polie, il crogiolo di tutte e {

torze del Risorgimento nazionale, L cntteddrn di tatte le adeahiny del-

L rivoluzione. |
Vincenzo Gioberti, Antonto Rosmint, Camillo Cavour, Lesis

re Balbo, Giuseppe Mazzini vi agitano | loro disegni politict con un

ardore, ehe, a volte, sioaceresce ¢ st complica nellin passione et

[oro anime arroventate
[ Universith di Torino & unacaserma i volontarn. Ogneec

miasconde una ventina di carbonar o ana sezione delly Chovane T

lia, Tutti sono oceupati a fare 1l Criovanni Boseo pensa i Lar
buoni gl italiani.

[gli anticipa il problema e L soluzione del problema di Mas

amo D Azeglio e rivolge il suo pensiero o dedica L st vita ope

rosi i fancinlli e w govam,
) . tenerezza per 1 fanciall e una
Crestt aveva avutia una grande tenerezra |

arande piett per peceator. | 'innocenza e b caduta sono caprr
i silvezza

(Gest aveva detto: o Lasciate che i fanciulle vengiia ame

(] 18

E chumque riceve un fanciullo come questo riceve me

Sorvidean da t ctlestre occh P:-':ijr:-udi
I pargoletti al bel profeta wmil;
I lacrimando entro i lor vicet brond!

Lo mano mi"i'.‘ufg,'rﬂ pura ¢ sattil

Nel primo sogno del suot nove annt ¢ nei ripetut sognt della
sua giovinezza Giovanni Bosco aveva visto, sempre, attorne

e e o

Wi
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[ se, frotte i Lincalli, corone v Lancalli, eserat di fancialli ed in-
; contro i esst lo spingono Lo zelo e o spreito di e, |
|. Don Boseo & die gin, all®opera ¢ v cerca di giovani per
| le Vi, nelle JHizae, ne corttl, nelle Tocande, ner caltd, nelle Lot .
l teghe, nelle case der ricehin e nelle case der poveri. Sollecita imipre:
| sart eocapmmastel, industeah e professorn, pecehés indhnzzmo 4 L,
nel suo Orvatorio di Valdoceo, Bmetulli ¢ grovant. Don Bosea pre ";,
I dilige gl orfant, 1 poveri, che sono eresciut nellic strada, che non 4
hanno casi, che non hanno madee, 1 reiett, che la societh abbando- . y
| na alla miseria e al delitto, J
!I L'Oratorio &, i gy, popolato | .
' Ma come vivere, che mangiare, come pagare i fitti e provve i
dere a1 molti Gancally, che donvaukme pane, calzanenta, abit, o J
nucie P Mamma Marghenta, che ha venduto iltimo pezzo i cam
{ po e la vigna, Ta portare di Castelnuove il suo corredo da SPosit, cu 4"
i stodito, fino allora, nel grande armadio i Campagni, con tainto .
' amore. Le sue vesti servono a formare prancte, la bancherin cami |
| cie ¢ tovaglic per i fnciulli, punificaton e rocehetti per 1o sacerdols, g
! e dilficolth o sono ¢ grandi, ma Don Bosco & hducioso. <ol '
crede nella paraly ¢ nell'msegmamento di Gest, che non vuole af- '.';
Fanni per 1l eitho onde alimentire Ta nostea vite nés per il vestito 4
onde coprire il nostro corpo. La vita non vile prn dell” dimento e i |
corpa pit del vestito 2 Ldilia, che provvede gh necelli dell’ara, i
quili non seminano né mictono, ne vlempiono granai, che i . '
gighi dei campi, che non Livorana né hlano, un vestimento he nem-
meno Salomone possedette in tutia by s gloria, assiste o Proteg: '
' questo suo fervido ¢ operoso operato, che senina i hene o [ene: _;
| minl. i
Dron Boseo, infat, rrova seipre | mezz necessan alla s 4
! aperi Senve al Re, al Papin, sollecitn @ Ministri e le Ascemblee -‘
! dello Stato, Fa Ly uestua dicasi in easa, ai ricehi chiede quello che
| debbona, agl aliri Auello che possona, Ben presta Don Boseo i
| venta ol pite ricco tesoriere della earith e il pitt solleeitn eassieore i
i tartn bisognnst. T siceome o pioe miseria in basso che el
lanza in alro (Victor Hago), il detaro ehe arriva nelle mant i Dan I
| Bosco ¢ come acqua, che cade O un terreno riarse, Don Bo
| seo apre mtanto, nuovi Ortor ¢ un ospedale pes @l abbandonat
|
e e T A e —e
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I'utt oramat i}'lj:fli.']ll[l nteresse il” Gprern S, ma aumentano

le opposizioni, le resistenze, le lotte, le persecuzioni. Vi sono pre-
ti che mormorano, politici che sospettano, nemici che calunniano,
Si dice che Don Bosco sia pazzo e si arming sieari per assassinarlo.

M le calunnie come le fucilite st disperdono e resta Don Gilovanni
Bosco con L sun sublime [ollia, che gl fu trovare Ta doleezza nella

amarezza, la riechezza nella povertd, la gioi nell’alllizione, Ia for-
7 nello schianto, la luce della virtd e della fede nelle anime oscu-

rate dalla miseria, dall'ignoranza, dal delitto.
La follia di Giovannt Bosco, che ¢ figha della diviia ollia

della Croce, tionfa e di buoni frutti. T giovani, edificati dall'esem-

pio e dallo spirito di amore e di sacrificio del Santo, aderano e se-

guono Don Bosco, che con grande saggezza e con moltn mansuetur-
dine i guida, li accompagna, i sprona nella vin maestra della fede,
della rettitudine e del dovere.

L'opera salesiana si sviluppa e si perfeziona sempre pia e [
vita del Santo si moltiplica nel bene come un prodigio di volenta e
di eroismo.

« it lo studio, meno lo capiseo, osserva il suo confessore
o Don Cafasso, ¢ semplice e straordinario, umile e grande, ¢ pove-
u ro e concepisce diseghi vastissimi, in apparenza inattunbili e che,
« 1 ogni modo, mi sembra incapace i condurre a termine. Se
« non fossi certo che lavora per la glﬂl'i;i di Do, che Dio solo lo
o guithy, che Dio solo & lo scopo i tutti 1 suoi sforz, direl che é
« un uomo pericolaso, pitt per quello che lascin intravedere che
« per quello che manifesta. Don Bosco, insomma, & un mistera.
v Tuttavia lascialelo fare ».

Luigi Farini, piccolo ministro giacobino i un piccolo Stato,
Monsignor Lorenzo  Gastaldi, Canonico Emanuele  Colomiatti,
soddisfatii e stipendiati ministri della parola di Die, irridueibili ne-
mici di Don Bosca, abbandonate la vostra cieca e sterile passione !
Lasciatelo lavorare, egli & il pastore buono che conduce le anime
all'ovile, il santo del Vangelo, che rinnova i miracoli della cariti
e della fede !

Lasciatelo lavorare questo operaio del Signore : egli compie
la missione che Gesti aveva assegnato ai suoi discepoli ! Assiste i

colerosi, conforta gli ammalati, istruisce i carcerati, difende i per-
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seguitati, sfama gli affamati, ridona la speranza ai disperati ; fonda
ospizi ed orfanotrofi per i poveri, collegi per i ricchi, giardini d'in-
tanzia per i bambini, ospedali ¢ lazzaretti per gl anfelici, scuole
d'arte e mestieri per pli artigiani, case di assistenza per gli emi-
granti, societa i mutuo soccorso per i vecchi. Lo spirito di Gio-
vanni Bosco, che & lo spirito di Dio, soffia come il vento e passa
sulla terrat, su tutta Ja terra, e desty un esercito di missionari, che
portano fra popolazioni selvaggie I luce del Vangelo e la hamma
inestinguibile della caritl eristiana.

L'opera di Don Bosco & compiuta. 1l successo di Lui & uni-
versalmente riconosciuto ed il suo trionfo & definitivo. Ne sono te-
stimoni Torino, Roma, Barcellona, Marsiglia, Parigi, che gli tri-
butano onori, sconosciuti ai Sovrani. 11 Genio di Don Bosco ha
superato il Genio i Napoleone. Egli non conosce la tragedia della
Beresina, la disfatta i Waterloo, Ia relegazione, 'esilio e il regno
dei cento giorni. Egli & nella coscienzn immortale dell’umanit. E’
vivo nei secoli. Ha fondito il suo regne sulla pietra i diamante
delly fede di Dio e nessuna putredine ¢ possibile al dinmante.

Dopo cinquantanni i nobili fatiche con un COrpo consumato
ed uno spirito trasfigurato dalla santith muore e lascin ai suoi fe-
deli continuatori un impero da custadire, da sorvegliare e da in-
grandire,

Victor Hugo, che lo conobbe, aveva thisegnato nei suoi Mise-
rabili, che non sono un romanzo, ma un poema di giustizia e di
umanitd, una figura singolare i sacerdote, il Vescova Miriel, Il
poeta amava quella creatura della sua anima e della sua fantasia
¢ la rivedeva sempre, come in sogno, esiliata nel monde della sun
arte,

Iddio a quell'anima credente volle dare Ia gioia, che fu negata
a Michelangelo. Mosé non parld all'infaticabile artista, il Vescovo
Miriel disse al poeta, che 'aveva sagnato e amato, la sua parola
eterna di verith e i vita.

S

Signori, I'opera Jdi Don Bosco, appare, davvero, un mistero
mesplicabile, se non la si considera alla luce dell'idea religiosa, che
animo e diresse tutta la vita del Santo,
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I lampionai dello spirito e i palombai della storia vanno ri-
cercando, ancora, la fonte oceulta, alla quale il Santo atlinse tanta
forza di convinzione e di dominio.

Gli uomini sono arrivati a tal punto i cecita da non compren-
dere le cose pitt semplici e pili sincere.

Don Bosco fu grande, perché fu una coscienza religiosa. Don
Bosco fu grande, perche [u un esempio convincente di santita.

[I Vangelo fu la sorgente limpida, dalla quale egli trasse inse-
naumento, ispisizione, fede, ardimento per compiere la sua opera
di redenzione, Non [u né volle essere, schbene avesse accumulata
un'immensa dottring, un dottore della chiesi e un chiosatore di hi-
bt saeri. Don Bosco amd realizzare la parok dell' Evangelo in un
miracolo i cariti.

Egli fu I'imitatore di Cristo. Ma imitare Cristo non significa
tradurre in puri e freddi atti esteriori 'insegnamento di Cristo né
ripetere la storia i Cristo, che non hi ripetitor, Imitare Cristo
sigrnifica intendere, comprendere Cristo nella pienezza della sua lu-
ce divina. Imitare Cristo significa avvicinare ed elevare la propria
umanith a Dio von vigore e [ortezza d'animo, perche Ia fede non &
fatta per i fiacchi. Imitare Cristo significa ricondurre nell’aspra,
mutevole e tormentosa realty della vita la verith soprannaturale
della legge divina, confondere e armonizzare, con la restitustone
perfetta dell’ vrdine ideale nelle polenze umane, le ragioni della vita
con le supreme ed indefettibili esigenze dello spirito divino secondo
i libeti ed originali suggerimenti della propria sapienza e le indici-
zioni, che la Provvidenza segna nella maturit dei tempi.

Opera gigantesca, questa, che abbisogna di tutte le potenze
dello spirito, elevate al grado della perfezione : intelligenza, vo-
lontd, ernismo, sentimento, carith, sacrificio,

Cercate qui, se volete, la grandezza di Giovanni Bosco, ed
cgli vi apparirh genio della fede eristiana, signore della terra e del
ciclo, pitt grande dei poeti, piti originale dei filosofi, pi forte dei
politici ¢ pitt potente dei re. Egli solo non teme le ingiuric del
tempo ¢ ha scolpito il suo nome sulle pareti di un tempio immortale.

Signori, la fede cristiana potenzid le virtl straordinarie di
Giovanni Bosco, che divenne un Santo.

La fede cristiana deve dare alla nostra generazione, violenta,
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spregiudicata, servile, ipocrita, usuraia e senza Dio, la norma di

vita per la nostra rigenerazione civile e religiosa.

1o non conosco — osserva Giuseppe Mazzini — una sola
« grande conquista dello spirito umano, un solo pnsso importante
te mosso sulla via del perfezionnmento della societh umana, che
« non abbia radici in una forte credenza religiosa v. E invero Ia
fonte di ogni schiavitti e i ogni liberti & nel pensiero. La libera-
zione procede dall'interno all'esterno. « 1 principi soli fondano »
e la coscienza soli emancipa i popoli.

Ora le coscienze si formano alla luce della fede. La fede cri-
stiana evangelica crea il senso della liberty e della responsabilith
e desta nell’animo una severa armonia tra il pensiero ¢ la morale,
tra lidea vagheggiata e la vita vissuta, favorendo largamente I
formazione di nobili ingegni e i animi forti.

II' Risorgimento italiano fu movimento religioso, guidato da
uomini religiosi : Giuseppe Mazzini, Vincenzo Gioberti, Antonio
Rosmini.

Romagnosi, Ferrari, Cattaneo furono presto tagliati fuori
dal movimento. La generazione del Risorgimento ricevette I mag-
giore spinta da quel romanticissimo cristiano, che fi reizione al
sensismo, al razionalismo e all’illuminismo del secolo precedente.

Chiusa quel periodo eroico ¢ acquistatn indipencenza, unit\
e libertd, I"ltalia assistette al disfacimento di tutto il sistema teolo-
gico morale, che aveva fatto la sua rigenerazione politica e al ritor-
no dell’enciclopedismo del secolo XVIIT, che col naturalismo e col
positivismo doveva uccidere a poco a poco ogni volonth metafisica
e ogni slancio religioso nella poverta di ogni sentimento di civismo
e di umanitd,

Si parld ancora, & vero, di virtt, i eroismi, di sacrificio, di
missione. Ma erano parole senza anima, La scuolt era divenuta
accademia, rettorica. Cosl si agpravd la grande malattia che da
secoli insidia il nostro paese @ il divorzio fra pensiero e azione, |'or-
goglio dei principi accanto alla bassezza delle opere.

Gli uomini politici italiani, troppo preoccupati nell’ammini
strazione dello Stato, ancora debole e insidiato, non videro il grave
scadimento della vita morale e intellettuale dolle nuove generazio-

ni. Il moto incessante e vigoroso dell’cconomia nazionale, lo syi-
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luppo considerevole delle industrie e 'aumentato commercio i
esportazione, secondati dalla saggezza dei Governanti, diedero al
paese nell'ultimo ventennio, che precedette Ja guerra, una prospe-
rith mai avuta e un benessere notevole e diffuso. Ma I'economia,
come la politica, non possono porsi che come strument; rispetto
all’etica. Stato, Economia, Societh meritano di essere distrutti, se
non possono realizzare che un puro equilibrio d'interessi. 11 fine
della vita, dello Stato ¢ 'emancipazione dell’anima, la libert.

Lo stato ed il popolo italiano, abbandonato ogni principio re
ligioso, crearono a se stessi la loro debolezza.

Fiori in quel periodo il piccolo, cinico rinascimento dannunzia-
no, che ebbe nella villa Capponcina la sua capitale morale,

La guerra ci sorprese atei e ci lascid spregiudicati, violenti,
senzi fede e senza meta. La vita intensa vissuta nella guerra e nel
dopoguierra, la compressione e il disfrenamento dei sensi, 1'urlo
delle passioni politiche e piazzajole, le orgie dei pescecani, dei sac-
cheggitori, dei prevaricatori e dei pretoriani accusano uno stato
di anarchia e di disordine, che pare oscurasse per sempre | storia
del nostro paese.

Questo disordine ha sospinto [atalmente alcuni spiriti ad orien-
timenti religiosi, puritani, intransigenti. Alla morale dannunziana
i Stelio Effrena sostituiscono i morale del Vangelo, alla matta
bestialitade Ia siggezza e |'equilibrio dello spirito, alla violenza la
caritd, alle ragioni della forza le ragioni della giustizia, che solo una
coscienza fortemente religiosa possiede in modo certo e definitivo.

Sopra i flutti i una storia senza porto, s'inarca per i cieli, ad
lluminare le gloriose macerie d'una civilta Oscuriata, ancora una
volta, iride di pace e i amore, I'ideale i Dio, che & luce che splen-
de, ovunque, si spezza una catena e si compiono la liberta, la giusti-
211 e la verit.
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