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¢ AMGOT H.Q. ll}’

11th Sep. 1943

vemorandum to:~- Lt. Col. Spofford, chlief of staff.
Jubject:~ Reppit for the month of August on progress
in the pepartment of Fine Arts and Monuments.

1.Eetablishment of O0ffice. Captaln Mason Hammond, Advisor on Flne Arts
and lfonuments arrivea at ayracuse on 29th July 1943 and esfiblished
preliminary office with AMGOT Advance H,(. He remalned there untilthe
3rd August and the offlce was gatablished at pPalermo on the 4th August,
wherg 1t 18 now. Later Capt. F.H.J.Maxse reported &as asslistant Advisor

onn Flne Arte and Monuments.

.Damfiage to Fine Arts and Monuments. Our chilef occupation has bean to

collect reports on the damage done by Alrcraft before the complete
occupation. The damage to works of art may be consldered under three
headlngs: -

Worka of Art

Bo#tls and Documents

Monuments

3. Works of Art, Most of the works of Art had been removed by the Itallan
from the exposed Juseums, Curche-s and other Public Bulldings and storells
in various places¥afety notably 1in the country. For instance most of the
treagures in Palermo were stored in the convent of 5an Martino delae Scale.
Objects were well packed , stored with due regard to protection from flre

and damp and under adeguate shelte-r.
The Bordonaro collection of patntlugs 1in palsruchs safe

The 8 Amportant Flemlsh tapestrles 1ln the cathedral of Marsala are also
reported safe as also the only pella Robbia plece 1n Sicily, in the Church
of Sta. Maria dl cgesd at Trpanl. Thils plece ts g Madonna and child.

4. Books, Documents and Relles. 350 far as palermo s concerned detalls of
how Books and Documents have suffered will be glven in a later pardgraph.
The Fardella Llbrary at Trapanl seemed to have gsuffered no damags .

The important collectlon ol Aves s Manusscripts,the beyuest
of one of the 15th Ccentury Scholars, Constatlne T.ascasls, who came to
51clily from gonstantinople to Messlns, were gtored in a convent at Bronte.
Thie convent 1s sald to have been hlt and the condltlon of the Manuscrlpts
and Archives has not yet been ascertalned.

The Nelson relics at Hronte were somewbat plundered by
ceymans and slightly by U.S7 Troops, but have not guffered severely.

5. Monuments have suffered chiefly in the bombed clties and ports sueh as
Palermo, Marsla, Trapanl, catania and Messina. Detalls of all the above,
with the exceptlon of Paléermo are not yet avallable but damage la extenalve,
Particulars of damage done Xm dm at Palermo are glven later

Fortunately the 1lmportant monuwante of the Norman Perlod, the
cathedral, the Palazzo Reale with the Capella Palatlna, the Church of Fan
del Erimiti, san Ccataldo, the Martorama, have not been touched. The famous
cathedral and ¢lolgter of Monreale 1s also untouched as also ls bellaeved
the Cgathedral of Cefalu. y
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Besldes the happy preservation of tne great Slculo-Norman monuments
in the Palermo area, wilth their brllllant lfosalca, the Greek remains for
which Blclly 1s Justly famous--the Theatre and cathedral at sSyracuse, the
temples at Aglgento, Sellinunte and Segesta--are fortunately unharmed elther
by battle or by Lhe passage of troops.

6. Detalled damage 1in gleily.

~ (&) Palermo. Apart from the above tne damage in Palermo is very

extensive and few bulldlngs remailn untouched. Important ledlaeval,Reusissanse
and especlally Reroque Churches have suffered heavily. The church of the
Annunziata 1s completely rulned, that of San Francesco d'pssissi badiy
damaged as are those San Gluseppe del Teatinl, Santa Faria di Pledlgrotta,
the flshermens' church by the narbour and tle casa Professa (ghurch of the
Gesl., These three Churches are luportant paroque bulldinus. The above are
but a few of the Churches damaged.

The l4th Century Palazzo Abatell)l has had its fecade locs=und
but the Palazzb Chiarsmontli and Schlafani are not seriously hurt,

The [fatlonal T,lbrary with one of tha flnest reading roows in
EBurope, has been so padly dameged as to render it unsafe. Fortunately most
of the books had been stured in eellars and are safe. though one 1important
storercom 1s blocked off by rubble and the books will deteriurate unless
rescued. At presemt the Palazzo Mazzarino has been requlsitloned for the
Alblloteca Wazlonale as a reading rcom and the bocke are belug tranuferred
to this "alazlo.tkexGaRElin

In the Guncla a large hall with the Jjudicial records of the
l4th century was destroyed and the records burned.

(b) Syracuse. The chiesa del Miracoli (15th Century) 1is almost
wholly destroyed. Palazzo Benevantano has & large coruer destroyed andangerling
the Wacade. Thla was done by Gerumail bomba.

(e) Bronte., A valuable collectlon of Greek Manuscripts from
Wesslna were glso stored ln a Convent at Rronte and were buried in its
colla-pas.

(d) Assoro. 4 good deal of damage has been done to a Norman
Church, Repalrs are now at hand.

Programme Of Repalrs wnd Redtoratlon. In the present programme wilth respect
to Worss of Art, Documents, and Ifonuments our present task has been to do

the mlnimum neceasary to protect them from further damage, whether L.
consequence of weakened condltlon of bulldings, or to weather, or to theft.
In thls connection the progress is slow due to the fact that the flnancial
polley of AMGOT with regard to repalrs, salarles, malntenance and extracrdin-
-=ary worik could be decided only recently, and the superintendensles and

Heads of INetitutlions were without funds, cut off as thgy were from their
gource of locome 1ln Rome.

Furthermore there ls great diffliculty in providlng adequate
materlial to repalr roofs and windows to keep out the rain snd make tue
bulldings habltable in Winter. This is parilcularly ilmportant if any
programme for the reopeunlng of ifnatitutions as luuseuus , accademies, etc.
is to be undertakeii. It 14 recomnended that roofiug wmaterlal and same
transparent window covering kte brought from abroad, sluce tns tlle industry
of Siclly will not sufflce to meet the demand uand ulso uo wlndow glasas ig
is uwade here, Hb”?
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A recent heavy raln lllustrated vividly, in the dumape wrought 1in
bulldlngs, the risk to whleh survliving fescoes and stuccoeas, such as tio.e
of Serpotta, tne Oratorles of sta Zlitas and San T.orenzo, will be exposed
1f the roofs and windowa a-re not repaired agalnst the winter ralins.

¥ith regard to theft Pollce (tuards and Patrols puard the princlple

bulldings. _
Work in clearling the rubble from the pricipally damaged churches and

Monuments ls proceedling as also certaliln efforts to prevent further collapse
of walls and fagades.

Declassified E.OQ. 12356 Sactinn 2 2/mmn

B. Flnance. A directlve has now bean approved and will shortly be sent te
the 5.C A Os. of the Provinces. Rriefly salarles and maintenance e: enses
are to be malntelined us before the occupation. Extraordinary expeuses have
to Le approved by the C.C A 0., through the ¢.# 0., before beliag paid

In &ll three cases tne S.C. & 0 of the Province tells hisz F 0%
to a~dvance the money to the Superintendencles and the Instltgtions through
Regloc Tesoro. The Superintendaats render accounts to the Reglo Tegoro.

In the case of Palermo & tolal sum I,lre 1,128,000 has been advanced
for period ending 31st October to the 3 Superlotendenclen (Gellerle,Antlchits,
end Monumenti), the ?ﬁ%éfnal T.lbrary, Rotannical cardens &and tpe State Archlves
In the provinces tlie/Eamse advances wlll be made for the sama period after
whlch the questlon will be reviewed.

7. Cooperation of Heads of Superintendencles and Tnstitutions.

- I should 1like to say a word on this subject so Tar as Palermo lg
concerned, All the guperlntendents and all the Directors of Institutions
nave cooperated most willingly and very patlently under somewhat trying
condltlons. They have alse been good encugh to express appreclstlion of

cur deallngs wlth them.

at Palermo
10, Committee VeeatlnfaZ Weekly meetinga take place on Vednesdays wuith
the 3 Superintendents and the Nircctor of the Natlonul Iibrary. Elther
Captaln Hammond or Captaln Maxse take the chalr. It was orlglnally started
by it, colonel Rodd, aud the chlef sublJects dlscussed are Geueral Flnance,
accountas, progress of work done and any new diresctlves or declslions which
come from thls Headquarters. 350 far it las worked smoothly and serves a

udeful purpose. The Wconowos (Treasurers)are also present.

11, CONCLUSION, It 1a laavitable that thls first report can only pe on
general lines, slnce the fdarst month is bound to be so to spreak only a
préliminary reconnalssance of suysecsing the damage to Monuments and the
Pollcy to be assumed for their repalr. Tt is hoped tha-t more concréte
results will ma-terialise out of the preseat Pollecy. (Capt.Hemmond is at
present dolng an extenslve tour of Easterh Slclly and will report thereon.
Our difflculties would be eased if Tranportatlon could be allocated to this
Bepartment, which has the whole of glcily to deal with and not merely one

Province. F ngh‘ﬂfﬁ X

F.H.Jd.MaKze

In the Fleld.

12th Sept. 1943, capt. UL
e 7 Asslstant Advisor for Floe Arts and Mouumanfgjh
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Declassified E.O.

To @

Subject: Monthly situation Report = AMGOT,

12356 Section 3.3/NND

vo._ 1850/5

JMEOT/225/H0,

JNGOT M. SICILY,,

l, September 1913 ,5./",1 -

11 Division Heads,
e monthly

1, To assist in the preparation of tl

situation report covering
Erﬂeﬂ P-.'Llf_lj.lE'b 51’
account of the =c

AinoT activities for ‘the month
vwishes to have a triel

+he Divisions,

th& c. c‘ .I'I"-. U.
tivitiea of each of

and deliver to the C.S5.0.

2, Would you prepare

such a stotément at your €ar

DISTRIBUTION:

lepal

Finance

Civil Bupply

Public Sofety
Public Health
Controller Propertys

liest convenience,
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