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G-2 ESTIMATE OF EUROFEAN SITUATION
(At the Time of Itellan Surrcnder)

Nos 1

e ——
|

ls. SUMMARY OF T STITUATICN. |

g. Jltalian.

Tho collapsc of the Italian forces in SICILY, from which but 30,000 of an
oripinal 2164000 succeceded in being cvacuatod, deernascd conaiderably tho cambat
effectivences of the Italian Lxi/e The military valuc of tho evacuated troops is
a nogligible duantity pending re=formation, ro=training, and re-oquipnont. Vith
tho poturn from Southorn FRANCE Yo Northern ITALY of tho 48 Tero Division, 58

Lognano Division, end the 1324 Armorod Division Aricto (now boing ro~-formod) | ]
fogothor sdth the rocently rovived divisions of tho Italian Eighth Ammy, provi- !
ously docimated in RUSSIL (Tridentina, CGiuliae, Sforzosca, pBasiglio, Colcro, ‘4

Murino, Rovenna, Corscria), the cstimated strength of the Italian Army in Northor
IT.IY at the tims of surronder was 12 divisions, plus an Alpinc Group (sco attoch
ovorprintod map)e In Southorn ITALY and the ROUE arce, the Itolian forcos aro
Lelicvod to have consiated of six ficld divisions, cight coastal divisions, and

two coastal bripgedos. In GORSICA and SARDINIL, thcro wore an ostimated five ficl -
divisions, one parachute division, and throo coastnl divisions, /An ostimatod 33
divisions in tho Balkans, the najority of vhich woro concontrated in tho North

and Vicoty complete the goneral picturc of Ilalian atreneth at the tineo of surron-

dor. This arounts to o totel of 58 ficld divisions and 1) constal divisions.

b. GoImones

The reputed strongth of the German Army is 326 divisiona, not including :
sevoral now in proccss of being ro=formod. The Russian front ebsorbs 197 divi-
sions, of which 7 orc in FINLAND. GIRMANY and tho Iastorn Frotectorate hold 42 |
divisions; FRANCE 27 divislons, the Ballkano 15 divisions, POLAND 13 divisions,

NORILY 11 divisions, DINILATK I divisions, RELGIUM l, divisions, HOLLAND 3 divi-
sions, and ITALY 17 divisiona. Of thosc in IT.LY, 8 havo beon dofini toly identdil

O .l o
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of which four arc kmown to bo undorstrongth. Tho renaining 9 Goman divisions
arc bolioybd to he in Northern ITALY, distributod @s shom on tho hocarpanying
nape CORSICA end S/RDINIA wore under the "protoetion® of the 90 Light Division,
tho SeSe Brigonde Roichsfuchror, and ono Stum Brigadc. Tho proviously -idontifiod
*Division Sardinia® #s beliovod 6 havo ‘boon roensmod the 90 Light Division.

2« Torroin and Toathor as Thoy Affoct the irmy,

(1) Terrain.

On tho Nussion front, the Don River line, oxtonded, has bocn broonched
throughout nost of its longth, and the ‘Gernan foreds oro. grudgingly giving ground
undor continuous Russion prossurc in the dircction of .tho alrost continuous rivor
lino formod by tho Dnicpor and Dvina Rivur;:’. If this linc is Wroachod, no natural
obstaclgs to further Russien odvancos oxist short of tho Oder < Vistula lino or
tho linc of the Dnicstor gnd Vistula Rivors. Behind this lince the Germons havo
o fornddeblo ngtural ling foméd by tho Odor Rivor on thoe North and tho Carpathion.
NMountains in tHe South. In SCANDINAVIA, tho forbidding torraid strongly favors
the Gorman defgnder. In the Low Countrics and FRANCE, claborato and fomidablo
dofongivoe works e¢aipensate for the lnck of torrain obstaclcss Tho innor dofonse
of South GIRMANY is providod by tho well nigh impassablo Alpse Tho Italian boot -
itsclf is dividod Into' tyo major campurtmonts by tho APPINING MOUNTAINS. Thilo
tho rugeod eontours of the Balkan Poninsula favor dofonsivo oporations, thc ayvow
nuca of approach fq:i"lq*.’i by tho Danube and its tributarics rmn gonorally Northiost
ond Southoast ond load straight into tho heoart of GERMANY.

L]

(2) Teather,

At the tino of tho Italian surrondor, tho swurrior soason, which nor
nally favors offcnoivo oporations, wns nlroedy on tho woance On tho Russion front,
signs of approaching winter appear in tho North in lato Octobor, whilo in theo
Southy, wintor rules supronc by ride-Deconbore In tho moantino, the rmud resulting
fron auturm rains iopedos tactical cporations for both friond and fooc. In
SCANDINAVIL, FRANCE, and tho Low Countrics, tho long nights and froquont foge of
vintor hindor air activity and thoroby faver dofonsive oporationss In ITALY &nd
tho Balltnns, fall and wintor rains, and upland snows, combino with rountain roads
%o placo a hoavy handicap on attacking troops. Thilo scathor factors in prospoct
at this tio gonorally prosent progrossive advantagos for Murdpoan dofonsiw
oparations, this advantage is countoracted in part by tho aptitude eof the Russiams
for winter fighting and tho offcoet on fntoymal GERTLAY producod by the wintor
sufforing vhich will eaw as a rosult of tho dovastating offocts of tho Alliod
baribing cempaian. :

2, CONGLUSIONS.
8. Potonticl Doyolomonts (G-2 lcnds with his ohin).

(1) On tho Russian frant, tho first succossful Rod swrior offonsivo indie
{ ©atee an Alliod solution to the forvdablo Russian Supply problen ‘to tho .oxtont .
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of inauring logistic suprori, not only for the offensive now in progress, but for
the custanary large=scalc mnter ffensiwo as welle. Conditions produced by the
Italian surrender procludc way nmaterial reinforcement of GEFMANY'S Eastern forces
and nake probable continued wvithdrawml to shorter and stronger lines.

(2) In SCANDINAVIA, there arc growing signe of warewcariness in FINLAND,
increasing resistanco to the congueror in NORVAY and DENMARK, and incrcasingly
bold rogistance to Gorman pressurc in STEDENe Tho 22 Gorman divisions seattercd
throughout SCANDINAVIA are sproad too thinly, in thoe facoc of those difficultics, t¢
roermit material withdrawvals for reinforeemcnt of cither the Russian or Southern
frontse An Allied offensive in Northern SCAVNDINAVIA at this senson would encountey
disadvantages of wather, as well as torrain, within lcss than six wecks; but, if
succeesful, might knock FINLAND out of tho war and convert Swedish sympathy into
riaterial assistance to the Alllod cauwse. Such a reosult would have a far-roaching
cffect on the Gorman var offort throush 4 S8vormmeo-of-her-rundtions. lifowline to

Swodish iron nincs.

(3) Tho groving threat of an Allicd Britain-based invasion in the North=
wost not only fixos coastal defonsc forces and tactical roscrves but places poton-
tial obligations on th¢ Contral strategle reserve of soe 55 divisions in GERMANY
and POLAND.  In tho South of IRANCE, coastal defchse units face not pnly the pos=
sibility of amphibious invasion but may bo subject to leviecs for tho roinforcamontr
of Northorn ITALY should the 12 Italian divisions in that arca offcectivoly roeist
Germen cfforts to disarm thom, or force a diversion of Gorman strength into
occupational, sypply and adiinistrative activitics formerly performod by Italian ¢
troops,.

‘(L) At tho time of tho Italian collapse, it is reasonable, to prosure a
withdrawal of Gorman forces fran Southorn ITALY undor tho .cover of roar puarnd
action for tho probablec purpose of concentrating on a dofensive line south of ROME
would bo underteken considering loglstics and Allied air intorforonco. ‘It 15
doubtful if the mumbor, strongthy or morale of Italian forces in Contral and-
Southorn ITALY at this time arc such as to offer any material rosistanco to Gorman
efforta to disarn theri, or to German troop movenentz. That Gorman dfforts at
Italian disarmencnt arc to bo oxpectod may ‘be deduced not only fran tho nocosoity
of olininating pptontiel armed resistance in the Gorman rear, but also from the
probable dosiro to reccovor such Gorrian materiol and supplics &s nay have boén fure-
nishod’ ta tho Italian forcose This is ospocially significant in the'light of
Gorman Jlogistical dislocation produced by Ihﬂ A1licd benbing of Ifplian caurmindca=
tion facilitioss It is probable that passive rosistanco or non=cogperation‘by -
Iltal_i-'ﬁﬁ-?c’m'mniuntion and transport workors nay prdve a noro gorioud hq:i&-idap to
Gormhan-oporations than such rosistance as ndy bo offcrod by Italidn rflitary porao
ncﬁ."i‘l‘t’--’ﬂﬂ‘aﬁ'ﬂm- —In any cesoyit-seeme-apparont. that tho Goxman poliecy of fighi
ing hor dofonaiw battlos as far away as possiblo frax hor own bordors will dictatc
al_da"bi::n.‘l.nod dofonsc Initielly of the ROME arcaj and lator in front of tho hoights
protodting-the Lanbardy plain, including the valley of the Poe :

(5) Tho nunbor and distribution of Italian units in tho Balkans prosonts
tho groatest pranise of succossful resistancoe to Gorman disarmarent of "Italian
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forces 4n Axis coniwrollr Gnaedbovgs T prepondorance of Italian units in
ALHANTAy YUGOSLAVIA: cnl SulV7LY; =0 the offee'iva rosictancd Vthich has been
paintained by fhe Iidwiicwiey Temerutacs, Troocn’ an intrisuding prospect of an
Italian~Yugoslav bridgotced on B alric tice ubich night bo hold agninst the
Gormans pending the coxlwl o? Allicd —oinforcorients and supplioss Thie would
be a nenaceo to the Acis: cren if eooricd out by nothing but. passiveo action,

© (6) In tho liaigmu Halkaas, whilc TURKEY mointains a position of nou-
trality, tho growing ,reoulisc of S1licd arms and probablo sironpg Russian influonco
in TURKEY prosont a ruabur of hypotactical possibilitics favorable to tho Alliocs.
Even without any positic assistine- frem TUIHDY - tho virtunlly eapleote derina-
tlon of the Meditorxransun, resulting fra: tho elinination of the Ttalian Navy as
an cheryy factor, exposcs the wilblie Logsen basin T8 Mrhibious Allied attack.
Should such a developacr s oteirr, ard an Allicd offensivo fron an Adriatic bridpe-
head develop, thoy night welil ecoamorge in the lowor Danubo Valley and scrvc as
tho Southorn jaw of hugu pinccrs,vith the Northeorn Jaw suppliod by tho continued
Rugsian advanco along the Black Scas Such a dovolopmiont would present a scrious
threat by povorful forzocs to GERWANY itsclf by vay of tho Danubc and tributary
valleyse 3uch a possilbility would scar to prosoge incrcascd Gormen rosistance on
the South Russiaen frout wuni an avoidance of further cornitnents of stratogic
Troserves wntil tho sii-ufics clongs *he Adriatic, in tho Accean, and in FRANCE
takos roro definitec «or.

be Tho foryogoing picture of bhe Duropean situation and pPotential dovelommonts
doducod therefran is too vast in.seope and involves too nany variable, intangible,
and unknown factors to warrant ony dosignotion of cither favored capabilitios or
likoly probablliticse This astinate is prosontod for such valuo as it rioy havo in
tracing tho boldor outlincs of the "Big Picturo®” and as goan by this officc consie-
doring lindted informoation.at hend.
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MAPS AND CHARTS TOO LARGE TO FILM
ON ONE EXPOSURE ARE FILMED CLOCKWISE

BEGINNING IN THE UPPER LEFT CORNER, !
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