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Je Warren Maclay W ;

Acst, Mield Direotor
American Red Oross ¥.Qs Alglers, :
Informaticn and Commnications Service. Outober 15, >

ds Inclosed is Retfer from J, Warren Maclay Field IMrecton

which is puo!:im your off'ioce as 1y pertaining
to your aotivities,
& A~ iL (oA
’ -OHARLES 1,
EDlﬂllﬁJ-, Gialﬂ‘. /
Chief S¢aff 0fficer ’
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HEADQUARTERS, SECOND ARMORED DIVISION
THE AMERICAN NATIONAL RED CROSS
m EEE’ UIE-M
October 11
1“,{}: L.H.Van Dusen, Capt., AMGOT.
FROM: J. Warren Maclay, American Red Cross.

1. Received your inguiry this date:.

2. The inguiry that I had received from NATCOUSA was not filed, as
came sometime ago. As I recall, it came from our Red Cross Head-
quarters there, the Asat. Field Director of our Information and
Communications Service. The inquiry evidently came from the AMGOT
or other military agency.

5. As stated in former letter, it is rather emburrasseing to be
personally involved, tut I do wish to bave recognition of agressive
gervice that the Red Cross is eager and ready to give.

Respectfully yours,

5% " J. Warren !hn]ar,? ;
Field Director. H, _




{: | Heaoint, AHCOT/ 256/11¢, 7
) JJarren Hncley,

haprtordy AO oPOBE,
B Coty . Ba
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Ls OoL, Mlnvlas Palettl han paseed sn youzr letter of Qote b, 19k5.
24 Wl you please pond us o copy of the dnquixy fron Yobouss, a0

thal wo can neuly €0 &% Ror you,

A & UDSfcapy

OHAWLRS 2, APURSORD,
G':}l’.lwl“ ﬂ'- :-"t- {-:d
Ohdelf S8l Orficar,

Copy/ to Col, Polettd
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ALLIED MILITARY GOVERMMENT cep/ev
Province of Palermo

s

7 Dcfnber 1943,

MEMORANDUM &

TO : Chief Staff Officer - AMGOT HEADGUARTERS,

I have no authority. Will you kindly give your : e
K consideration to the letter which incldentally has not

been answered by me,

Cl e (At
CHARLES POLETTI
Lt. Colonel, iz
Senior Cilvil Affairs Officer. il
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AMERTCAN RED CROSS
HEADQUARTERS, SECCOND ARMORED DIVISICN
APO 252, cfo POSTMASTER, NEW YORK

Cotober 5, 1943

Charles Polletti, Lt, Col.,
AMGOT, .
Apo 758, U.S. Army,

Daar Sir:

This confidential 1&1;1;6:; is for your respectful attention, not so
much for any personal recognition as a person, but as a representative of our
great organization, The American Red Cross.

About two weeks sgo, an wnsipgned inquiry from Natousa came to this
office asking for the neame of t Eed Cross representative who remained under
shell fire from the Enemy tenlks/tried vaily to break through the bridge
head at Gela on July 1lth, Here is the story, for I happened to be that rep-
resentative,

About 5:30 A, I came mshore in a lighter that had all of the baggage
of the Division officers that were on our boat including all of our SECRET
documents of AMGOT, Major Fiore and Capt. Sutton were with me and three other
Divieion officers, As soon as the bagrage was put on share, we were atrafed
by the ememy, One of the officers commandeered a truck to remove the baggage
to further inland, Another officer and myaelf got on the truck, leaving the
Amgot officials and other officers at the beach to await the retuwrn of the
truck, Just as we unloaded the baggage, the counter attack of the enemy was
Sterteds A detachment of troops end the officer who accompenied me made &
long dash for cover up over a hill towsrd the beach, I had some equipment
and wished to keep it in sight, Although machine gun fire gprayed the top
of the hill, I Iept a1l of the baggage in'sight including the files of AMGOT,
I can vouch faor the fact that nothing was distwmrbed, although some of the bags
had bullets through them. In fact, my typewriter saved a bullet thet was
caming in my direction.

I have been mather curious why the request was made, and since the
other Red Cross representatives in other dividions that tock part in the landing
‘operations have received letters of camendation and other citations, it has
ocourred to me that the above inoident would afford a chance to bring some sort
of reeopnition thru me to the work of the Second Armored Division. The tw
AMGOT officials have left my aoquaintance or I would have contacted them @U 3
this matter. I'm samewhat hesitent to do this, but I happen to be the person
and I shall be content with whatever disposal you may make in the wey of re-
commendation to the military or other authorities.

With every good wish, I am
Respeotfully yours,

Js Warren Maclay,
¥ield Director,
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I have now bad fyom Nailrobi a full list of the East African
Honours from which I noted with great pleasure that Thorne-Thorne, Adeans
and Childs had all got the 0,B,Ej I have alad heand of the Mentions in
Deppatiches which several other officers heve had,

With the exdepition of Turner I see no recognition of the
services rendered by the Fwnouation Branch in connection with which
both nmy predsosssor Mitchall and I made certain recommendations, I
agrec thet these were at that time possibly premature, since the
evaguation of Italians from Ethiopin was not complete, It is, howover,
now caimplete and I have been offered services of some of tle surviving
officers from Nairobi, I wonder if you would now consider it appropriate
to take the question of awards for some of these officers in view of the
very good and efficlent service vhich they rendered in evacuating in one
fom or another, some 40,000 to 50,000 persons.

The vhole of tho evacuatdon of Italiang from Ithiopim and Britrea
has earned the warm commendation not only with the War Offioc y but of othor
authorities in Lendon as well as in the press in other countries. I feel
aure that JM.S. in London would oonsider with sympathy aly recomnondations

which you gaw fit {o send.

Lieut-General Sir Wm, Platt,

Yagt African Oommand,

AVE T
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Civ:l.l Affairs Branch, '
HQ East ( rtica Cnmmam/

In Colonel Jamesorfs absence on tour I have opened
your letter dated 18th July. I am glad we were the first
to congratulate you on your C,B. but sorry we were not |
more explicit. in our signal. As regards the other }
recommendations for awards the position 1s that we know = |
that scome awards have been made but that the official 1
confirmation which was sant. by "fast" air mail some 3 weeks
ago has not yet arrived’. We understand that Robert Adegne
hag got something but do not know what. As soon as the
Military Secretary has received the letter which is on its
way we will let you know by slgnal what awards have been
given to B.M.A. personnel.

With best wishes for the success of tha Sicilian
campalgn, and best regards to Richard and Grafftey.

Yours

Meaj-Gen.Lord Rennell of Rodd C.EW

hngot, ﬁum
’L}

15th Army Group.

iy




07 7 2




