ACC

Declassified E.0. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No.

785015

10000/ 100/ 120




Declassified E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No. 785—0,5

10000/100/1120 CENSORSH|P REPORTS
0CT., NOV. IG43




e

22 Hovembnr 1713

speclal leport = AN

Coanandlng Ceneral, HATOL (Attention:

1. Forwarded herewlth 1s special report dealing wh th clvllian

preat in Sicily as the same portains Lo AlG,. ritten roquest for such
i

report wse duly mads by AMO and formarlod Lo you for approval by indoroe-
aent 12 October 1943, Hequert wus approved by 2nd ndorsement 23 October
.-[_'].i:j-

2. The report 1s linited In subsiance to excarpts from lettess
rolerring to AMG or Lo general economic and politlical corvlitions on the
T slertd as they perbain bto Mllitery overnunent.

J« Toples contesplated arer

Hlack Market.
Criticism of Military Governmont.
ce Allognbions of Fapclst Influenca.

i« NLACK MAHKET - Clvil unrest and rumors ol food rlobs dre con-—
sistently avsoccinted with bBlack market operatlions. The [ovllowing excerpls
from lebturs of military personnel are contlderod pertinenti

a. "Everybody telles you hiow there 1s no bread, no parta, no

this, and no that. And if there lo any to buy, 1t's usunlly on the black
arkot ab nly=nigh prices, With the winler comlng ln, Lo make malters
worse, 1 don't know how the people are poing Lo manage. onehow or olher,
somebhilnge pot to be dones A ceriain Hnjor pave & specch Lie othar ndght
at the Hed Cross, In a sort of round-table forum, on Lhe sub Ject of Lhe
alfects of twenty Lwo years of the blacksnlrt rejleo in Biclly. Thls Ha-
jor was an AMCOT official, und ho adnitied that the reople feu) very dlo-
gppointed and bitter about the fact that the promice Lo foed the people
by the allies is not belng whelly kepl. lieo ald that the Job facing
AMGOT is of far presbter proportions than they hed realized.

For Instance, on Lhe subject of eduva lon, he sald, they
want bo re—opsa the schoolu, but every single text-book on avery subjoect
{a tled 4n with the praiso of the [nce and the fascieln regime, nnd he
anld thel 1t has been & tresendous bask Lo po whroug h every Lext-book
and elixminate a)1 this fascist propajanda, and thabt Lhe ac uzl host thing,
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sirie antl-faselut unaerf
viery much, ant Lhal all

5. theyv dliin't expadl

] A iy

{th Army.) g:_.'".-l/. _

gpent a lot ul tize tyryving Lo scare up aome SOree

he o f ' peonle wno nis i1 41 Lo know everything can

ug Lo tha blaek market, where nesrly everytiing 1o nold Lheoe
I muel say ol 16 1 vory W nooncertine to be relerred Lo LhD
i arket by thogse who wra supposec Lo be Keol ing things on tho
MPseesssnsnse L thoupht that Lhe Army was ymetableo and alwayn in a ¢
Tux but perbaps AEGOT is nore no. 10 1 could Dut tell you of eonmo
[ am sure you would agree bubt will relrain for the nake of mornle."
(Lt, Mg, Tth Army) (10-2/n)
gs MWam flading onb sometining about AMG. I uped to ba AULOT,
bat someone discovered Lthat AMGOT 1s a dirty word In Turklsh, so they
eut it downe Lt. Col, Chas Folletil is hpod of 1t here, and we hadad
him speak here a vouple of days ago. Iy opinion ol he whole busliness
(unofticial of course) is that ANG haen'L the aliphtest idea of whal 1%
poing to do with “iedly and Italy during the war, and probably not
aftersards Gerbainly neithsr ANC nor the state lepartment has put forth
auything concrete In the way ol reconstruction. Dontt know how Lhe food
st tuation was before we touk over here, but al present civillens sre al-
Llowed 100-150 gm of bread per day, 4nd no pasta, which wac A wore Line=
porbant ilem of food here b han bread {tpelf. Trices arve okyrocketing,
and AMG Ls attewrting to curb them. The difficulty is, of course, that
Ul lowert pald eivate pets about twlce as puch ag & manicipal Judge
hers and nore than any civil sepvant. Polliee are puld out 25¢ (25 lire
day. The soldlior e don't caro where Lhey buy, or at whal pricoj coup-
with scarcity of mopt itens, a lot of stuff 1s pushed out o reach of
givildan. Sdltuatien dn genernl not pood. Pon't know whiet arslstance
sobben or solleited or nllowed from native anti-fascletng pelicy In
ral confuned and confuslng."™ (L, 09th Cml Co) (10=3/0)

d, "You have rno ldea how conditions are ameng the pooj le hereg
tite people T don'l moan Lhe principessn o pyor of "X" i oy Lhe
owiers of the villas by 1 o AT LI {1} * folk Lal
¢ workarss The bLluck market 1o Jo priceg o fLhting among each
obtier in Lthe heave ollar a da; o LT luckys A
loal of breed 168 5 A LIttt HM 41 ie Gl A man has 3 to 13 kldn.
ow you fijpure 1t sut 00T (riow AMG) has 1ts handa ful B e R
ocday 1 wue tolking Lo a woizan ARG InLerpre tor whio lived in Flatbunsh for
0 ymars. ows 0l thess people have bean without Lrd 1t A weok now,
she said, and if they don't dp sowmctling soon Liey ro oing to have troulle

" alr hands.” 1. Ohoth S4p Int Serv) (L16=3/1,
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n. "You should etmpr Laz Lt
rralstice Control Lom {mpion things

elpeun, = owned, 0] orated and parbticly
asin Lrom looklnp Bt uniform cotalogs
combination of Hareard accenk -

barkers fol alde show — only

ewenbing like linll end mowing that np<on

nele

wolié, linjors (nobt to wenticn & 1w liera) thatn
' we. e former clasg pre, O moericen Blde,

prople who came 10 prilnpton to olie tEryle andl whom eV

wshington weeded out, and on the v »1de, venorable ivil servand

wlth the minds of second-rate hookoepers. The taptaind pnl

e mostly ex—cops, Bomo wlih a rafreshing direcinesd

lean which mipht hef 1a Lhe nore sophislliceted lt Mot

kind of calish stupidlil; which makea L per ' '

tecbive in the sbodunit, There are oxcepll

gourse (noskly (rensury); but they are 1o

the ohief purpose of all thess [jeo] le appear

pald and not very dowerding Gritish, Amerloan

40b on the strenght of thely wartlme titles, of whi

acious. There ere no oo ertives in tlils orgmiis tion and i

roalligo tham 1f Lheroe ware anj. e othor dey a comupnoor went

did somothing and on his return wes piven o dreds ing down by hi

in these terms, "We can't do anything, we'ro not an actlon apgenc
More are lnnusersble conloranced, padlese TarElng

cenn Misslng) over inconsequential o d irrelevint detalls, auch

conscivuaness, and B0 the doy posses (7 doays o waok ) - here nré

Q:

LT

conferancen with Ltallan vexperta! (nabb su ordinate officlinls who
hoen laft bendind to go thru & low ermbions to vheodle what Lthey ciit

ilch are the bigpest Joke of all. JYesterdays alternoon W
resantt 1 American Hajor { Lidue ro usual

fritish and 1 Amerlican LL Uol) = thls one ex= ( !

and now married Lo a Phll. Bo ik helress and Lz

Squlire = rem nds ma of Max [locr,

nyaelf:

1 2ndd Tt. us Interpreter, L0408 o wus & naturallror

luent ltglisn and hadg wsll Lbe Juarouless arropance

= 1

ans The ususl inter rater, hiowever, 18 1 oly o
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Spacial leport - AMG (oo

of younp Italo=pmerican 2nd Lita. whooe fatner mbly peddle plas
on Md Ave and whiv nre excossively brash wll I perhance .
1 Itallen professor of "fingnelnl sciencos® - A courtly an iakie old
party with no love for Amexricanf.
1 bullet=lieaded old I[twllan "officlial" - vompletoly
pig ayes widceh reveasled consldersble peasanl, cum
1 small, rmch bo-mistached and unhappy looking
uldating a bank of which, I suspeet, he used Lo
ier (thiz was the "sound buskng al ement™ the
the conforence).

cun't go into detalla of L
cast of charac 5 should glve you a royn lden.
tine of day, 1 pone other lrraverent yuluig
parte™ Ly oureelves ognd get pose information oul
too, especially with the professor of "financlal
can't even spenk French. try to talk italimn,
mpllohs e both bop down In bhe middie of ever) !
with Freach, he fille in with Frenci, a Litble Cerman ol
here is compleote misunderstanding all around.
panwhile life poes on in Sicily no belter and

worse bLhan it otherwlise would bes The really valuable educal
watehing this disintepration of the local spocial fabrle, Bub

more anons” (LEt, (Jg), UGHR, lg, 207 » Reagt, AC) (LO- v a)

fy M. .eseses L8 being investlatca Loy Liu raft, T suppose
he'll take & cue from Hrother..s. and prab himselfl & conxdasion so he
cen go to wmar op & bl shot. (Anotner military Lgnoramsnin in pold brald)s
I14's gertainly disjusting Lo see the politicul "quickiaes" In AMGUT who
come in straipht {rom Civil life ns Majors and Lt. Uoles and take command
of man who have years of reserve or National Cucrd military background,
and glso an equivalent or better clvilian backpround for the worl Indi-
eabeds By so doing they block promotionn for those already 1n and naie
arpsen of themsnlves because of their total ignovance of the millitmty as-
pects of their job, Too bad wa can't have s war without politles Laking

precedury over merlt." (Lt Col, lig, Tth Army) (10- /o)

d. "Have had a chance Lo shg GOT funueblon hery
land. Along with the pood there ie so much
wricana are really lousy povernorg and such dreadful berpainers.”
%
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Mebtleasnasys und wat

ALCOT maans 'Amateuny Litery Centlemen on tourt."

(10~8/a)

s  ALLEGATLIONS QF FALGLET LIENE ] \coutaktions ol

flugrnce in AO.U. appearas on Lhe increane 'he Iellowln

Mha local Fascliots nre ot in sontrol
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muniom. GhyV Hecause
touched, so long as our supply dumpsd a3
because we don't distribute bread; or flour
is terrible, £ fww boatlonds of {louy wo
o one aeess Lo plve b cunlinentil. hena paoj
comed aud cooperatetd with Americena are now oginning
formeyr anti-fasclislbs have becomo {asclsis. wmpty victox
hank Cod wea don't neod Lhose fecples lonorrow they will
inetend of flowers abt the Invading Amoricans. Tt must have beoen a nazl
whu concelved and offared the ldea of AMUCT Yo the Amerlcnns. ts full
of men of geod will., Everyone seera Lo be doing sometldng, but we sbtill
luve dengecoons Faacists al Large, L11Y have menborn of tHe mafiin Ln
pov't positiona, still have thiam dread lasmlne. Wwhen will boatloada ol
1our arrive réa ffrice or Awerica." (Clvilian under military Jjurdsdicbtion,
2077 Hq Co bxp ¥=-2, lg, 7th Army, (=2) (10=10/p)
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