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L FARGO 1112
FARGO 19 FEB 44
SECRET 10050 ME. REBER
ROUTINE
FREEDON
ekt

PASS POLLOWING TO CCS FOR PRESIDENT AND STATE DEPART

JGHTAND, 70 TRERQU OB BT DR FIRTSRERANE FORBACE BRELRErAREE FhORRaC R ntane
PAREN TO AFHQ FOR MCS PD CITE FARGO ONE ONE ONE TWO PD OPPOCITIONT TPROGRAM OF
ACTION IS CONTAINED IN A MEMORANDUd ADDRESSED TO ME FOR SUBMISSION TO TilE
ALLIED COVELINAENTS PD COPIES IN TRANSLATION ARE BEING FORWARDED BY AIR TO
ALCIERS TO BE COMWUNICATED TO T{E MEMBERS OF THE ADVISORY COUNCIL PD NEW
PARA PD IN SUBMITTING ITS PROPOSALS THE EXECUTIVE GIUNTA STATES THAT ITO
OBJECT 1S TO PERME WITHIN THE FRAME NOHK OF THE CONSTITUTION A POSTPONE-
MENT OF THE INSTITUTIONAL PHOBLEM UNTIL TJE END OF HOSTILITIES CMA AND THE
CREATION OF AN ANTT DASH FASCIST GOVLINMENT REFRESENTATIVE OF THE ITALIAN
NATION PD NEW PARA PD TUE SIX PAKTIES AGREL IHAT THE FRESENT KING “HOULD
ABDICATE FORTHWITH TO BE SUCCEEDED BY TI[E PRINCE OF PIEDMCNT WiO Cilia :HOWEVER
ClA MUST AGREL 70 BELEGATE THE EXERCISE OF {IS CONSTITUTIONRAL FPOWERS TO A
SINGLE OR COLLECTIVE LIEUTENANCY W.IICH WOULD NQT INCLUDE EITHER i MEMBER OF
TJ4E HOUSE OF SAVOY OR A SOLDIER BUT ¥OULD HAVE DPOWERS ENAELING IT TO FROCEEL
AT ONCE TO THE I . MEDIATE CONSTITUTION OF AN ANTI DASH FASCIST REPREZENTATIVE
COVERNMENT PD THIS DELEGATION OF POWERS WOULD REMAIN IN EFFECT UNTIL WAR
CONDITIONS WOULD PERMIT THE CONVOCATION OF AN ASSEMBLY REGULARLY ELECTED
BY TUE ITALIAN FPEOPLE PD IN AGREEING TO THE ACCESION OF HUMBE!T CMA THE
GIUNTA NEVERTHLLESS POINTS OUT THAT HIZ ADHERENCE TO PASCISA AND HIS
RESPURSIBILITY ¥ZHy¥ FOR THE ATTACK ON FRANCE CAN NOT BE FORGOTTEN PD NEW
FARA PD INASMUCH AS NOT ONLY HAD ROYAL POWERS BEEN PREVIOUSLY DELEGATED
UNDER THE CONSTITUTION TO A LIEUTENANT CMA BUT THE PRESENT KING HAD ALSO !
1 CEDED CERTAIN OF HIS ROYAL PREROGATIVES IN PERMITTIKNG THE ESTABLISIMENT
[ OF THE FASCIST GHAND COUNCIL AND GRANTING TO JUSSOLINI THE SUPRENE COWl.AND g
o OF THE ARMED FORCES CMA TUERE 18 NO JURIDICAL REASON W:AY IN THE OPINION '
1 OF THE GLUNTA TdE CHOWN SHOULD NOT AT PRESENT ACCEPT FOR A LIMITED FENIOD :
THE POREGOING PROCEDURE THE OBJECT OF WHICH I35 CLEAKLY DEFINED PD NEW PARA :
PD THE EXPRESSED POLICY OF THE ALLIES 1S TO GUARANTEE TO TiUE ITALIAN

e

L}E‘ PEOPLE THE FREE CHOICE OF THEIR OWN GOVERNMENT AND INSTITUTIONS AND TO

v MAINTAIN STRICT NEUQRALITY IN ALL INTERNAL ITALIAN POLTTICAL WMATTERS FD ;
| BUT ~INCE THIS NEUTRALITY DOES IN FACT CONSTITUTE SUPPORT FOR THE KING |
i Wi0 HAS STURERONLY REFUSED TO GIVE WAY T{E GIUNTA 'ONSIDERS TUAT IT -.

Pa
-

RECAONES NECESSARY IF THE ALLIES AFPROVE THE GIUNTAS PHOGRANM FOR THE
ALLIES TO MAYE IT CLEAR TO TidE KIKG AND HUMBERT THAT THEY
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SECRET 10050 MR. REBER i
ROUTINE g
FREEDOM ;
MUST FOLLOW THE PROPOSED COURSE OF ACTION PD ONLY BY TAKING SUCH ACTIORN g
CAN THE ALLIES AVOID BLOCKING THE WILL OF THE ITALIAN PEOPLE AND MAINTAIK s
THEIR EXPRESSED PRINCIPLES.PD NEW PARA ACCORDING TO THE GIUNTA CuMA é
ACTION IS REGQUIRED IMMEDIATELY FOR TWO REASONS CMA FIRST CdA EECAUSE E
THE SITUATION 1S TEADILY WORSENING AND THE wODERATE SOLUTION RO# -
ADVAKCED XIGHT NOT LATER PKOVE POSSIBLE EITHER BLCAUSE OF THE STATE OF ?
PUBLIC OFINION OR BECAUSE OF MORE SERIOUS EVENTS SEMICLN AKD SECORD CHA ;
PHE DPARTIES AND PATIOTS OF NORTHERN ITALY CMA FACED BY THE PROLONGATION i
OF TUIS UNSATISFACTORY SITUATION CMA MIGHT DECIDE TO (dAVE RECOURSK ;
70 WORE RADICAL SOLUTIONS OF THEIR OWN PD SUCH ACTION MIGHT IN TURN L
FORCE THE GIUNTA TO REVIEN ITS PRESENT ATTITUDE PD IN SUBMITTING E
THESE PHOPOSALS TO THE ADLIED GOVERNMENTS THE GIUNTA FURTHER STATES s
THAT IT WOULD NOT BE FULFILLING ITS DUTY IF ID DID NOT POINT OUT THE ;
GRAVITY OF THE ITALIAN SITUATION ARD CITES SEVERAL EXAMPLES OF ALLEGLD i
REACTIONAEY TACPICS OF THE KING OF CAUSES OF FRICITOR PI WG Pais B0 i
I Havs TiHPORd B GIURYA THAT 1 yHBET N 1O AIRVARD DHE ATOVE §
14 TOMUE ALLIED GOVERNMENTS 1 MUST INSIST THE PENDING A REPLY ChiA |

KO ACTIOEK BE TAFEL £O INTERFERE WITU TUE BADOGLIO GOVERNMENT €1 TO

AGGHAVATE Tik PRESENT SITUATION AND LIXKEWISE THAT THE PROGRAM SHOULD
BE CONSIDERED CONFIDENTIAL AND SHOULD NOT BE COMMUNICATED TO THE FRESS ;
PD TO FORES! ALL POSSIBLE INDISCREET ANNOUNCEMENTS ON THE PART OF THE 5
GIUNTA OR ANY OF ITS MEMBERS I AW CHMA HOWEVER CMA INFORMING THE PHESS i
THAT I HAVE HECEIVED A PROGRAM AND AM FORWARDING IT TO THE SAID GOVERR- @
YENTS FOR THEIR CONSIDERATION PD NEW PARA PD OUR COAMLENTS FOLLOW :
END N
J U
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ce/ar/71 PERCOMAL; Q077 SFORET & DORIAL Be

L

yres:/r)

18¢th, Februery, 19L4.

RSO RANT UM,

TOy privote Secretery ‘o “he rime Minialer, ‘
10, Downing Atruet, | )
LDMﬂ-n-. Balale (‘I ( ;

v
) I In my telegrem of 17%h. February to the jrims Winpioter vio ".L.U.

I oeid thet I would send the Prime iinlster o copy of my rTacent musorondn
to Genarel Wilvon on the politicsl ai‘uation in Southarn Ttoaly.

2e 1 now enclose the mimorendum in gussticn,

Te Plesse tell the Irime Miniater that thla morendun still roprasen’s
my viewa on the situs'lon. The only modifications T would moke nreg
(a) The opposition «re beccming incressingly setive and potentielly a grecter

source of emhsrrassment to Patoglio.
(b) They heve not yet resched complote egrewment on their yolicy uad jrogremmd.

‘huy huve promised to let me hove this in writing for 'rensmission to the
sllied Covermments &n 8oon Bd they have reveched ogroumant,

(a) The Fing will slmoat curielnly not be yropared to abdicnte axcept widar
Alliad pressure before we rench fome.

NOTL KA O BACFARLAN
Lisutenunt-Jeneral,
chiof Commissioner. 5 'F 2 7

29)
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T o ..

g

17k, Yoblruary, 19. .

', L O

LGO050 mMAOTA

K,

@
B e s

e oAl

I o ] C=1IM=Cy VACMILILAN ] IVIL AFFAI

LS e -

e : . e Cave  Fing end (uoon ers living in Vills st Pevello, ring

i
Bgiec me to soo him yeslearndey. fors o, Count fguerone ond mambess Fing's parscnsl '

Stadf told my personel essistuat during my interviov sith the Fing the!: the rimg wa guing

o Wl to ve on the folloving lipes, Iiely 4o repidly splitting up into two cmaps, This i

1a » dongorvus develomsnt s the wors joinitle for the coantry, fShould the Fing : o

tbdicote in fowmr of the Crown irince ¢id I think % wuld he jwa-ible to obtoin

T A )

guiTintovs the: the Crovn Frinoe weul ot bo sut jucted te th

0 Lha gemm o Secks sa the ring "
hsd oxperivneed. tould there La ény objuetlon te the 1ing moving Lo leploas rars hree, ;

|
In feo : the Ilag sjoke to me on giite Q4ffurent Mres, Afver inquiring regacding the |

Fogress of the fighting he : ressed ans continmed to siress tlrowghout the latervies 1h

L e

urgency of his geltimg Lo rowe st the earliesl possible moment. % ol imed that ke would

i

..u hewe ue Jiffialty 1% Pome in éntiing elther rlende o tonost er samis obher reaponsitle

politleisn ‘o form v govormunt. e el otme the! eabdicotion ewen in fovour of the Crown

rince would heve & wary bad of foet in tho ¢ untry. He comploined thet our cemspiahip snd

ik
27
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publicity 4n Pari wao noot uafidr end disployed merkod portielldy in favour of his

opponan . Be thousht thel Medoglio Wi gotling very ired ond thet he #u0 making a

gree: mistpko in filling all the mindscericl posts In his esbinot vith comparstivaly

unknosn mem. Mo oitributed moat of his proscat 4ifficultics to count Sfcrso. fe had

hoord storims thee the lliss wished him to ohdleate in fovour of the "rosu ripea and

o iustall & govarnment rejresanting the Darl Congress jortics, e hoped Lhoaro wasd no

t:uth in thoas rusours, [ incuired whelther 1 thought he should make oome parssnal reply

vo the prepouncements of the Berd Congress. I reply ‘o his lest two remarks 1 stated

firstly thet the country wos fall of {rreoponcible rumcurs end seconcly that he nust

focide fer himeall on the guestion of is:ulag sny personsl Weply te tho Reri

poncuncaments., jers ¥o.Ts Corments. 1 galned the following definite icjressions.

“nee The ring in spporently cither misiafcimed or not fully informed of the resent

1 very mach doubt If the messege to him from the Fxecullwe Junlsa

rwo. Thae Fing fulled

politienl ol wotion.
of the Coemi tees of Libteration hes boen mllowed tu ressh hin,

seuk to mo on tho lines ontiglpe ot by his immedinte sdvisers sm¢ iL secma clear

Lo

o723

)

ke B A o

A i bl
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shet there is 1ittle possibility of his eomnldering the question of ablicption bafgre

raahing Nomo oxecopt under very strong outside pres ura

|
| 5181
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FAROO (GEN MACFARLANE C CCMM) 1,th, reltruury, 1%4l.

8iCK 10050 MACFAH LANK

PRIOR ITY

AeCMeT, FPEISONAL FOR GRNE ALRIANTUR FUOM MADFATLANE JIRSOMAL

o 2Lt

1th refersnce Yreedom Ko. 5015 FilBS, 1 have disgusse

yuestion personclly with MeGrogor, Duchesne ond Foter, We ere sll sgroed thot
provided nbdieution took place in fevows of Crown jrince am! that Crowm Frince

was cocoptable to the opposition the likolihood of resctions in &y of the threa
sarvices would bo remnses The main fector wuld sppoar o be the gueztion of Lho
crovwn Frince succeuding to the Throme, So leng e this is sssured the probability
of @y troubls #ith the Services iu very smell, Naturally this jrobubility would be 1
vory much reduced by o voluntary or ppperently voluntary sbdies ‘lons It @oulc bo
equolly naturelly inereassed sccording to the dmree and form in which prussure ware
applied, Should it be necescury %o epply mwessure it is obvious that avery

endeavour should be made to provent publicity. In tha unlikely event of omy

resctions menifosting thamselves they are lesst likely to ocour in the Army enc

probably most likely in the HNavy

26
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EERGL 7 I, ARD J0ST SECRET

cc/i/ 5.

15th. Februery, 1904,

henes you for yow W/ 22 ef Hllie Felully.

bl wrrengesonts you heve made regarding FaWebs should

I. » ,I hhiiu- I-h.l
1 tou i Ang over tamorrow to Aoa, ETONE other things,

work out gquito wali.
pliedr perty in Parl,

e othar duy efter Pedoglic hao bagy ol wo Lo G Torl-

. I #&s aosann
tng to teke F.0 0, andasr my control toc racwave an cractly sinilsxr end
sreaeins reguest fram the flm of (Horad and Grocs an Lo evenlig.

e Y i wetehing ny Ihalian BEnned YRt WG pert ergeniaecia nic intead

bo kaop i atrrics O coutrol over il L8 possilia. v ar'c Yol clim to the
-

poauiblilitvy of local rucks e if wa dont woton them viosoly.

are bacunine rathayr less disturblng in thaly suys, he
Genkrsl has given up changing hls room svary nlght for foar of microphonts.,
and his A.U.U, hed for the momont al uny race given upy his pocturn:l visi's
to Munles sity in mafti, ¥rom warioua things that the Genersl hus anld he 1o
spperantly enrious o changs his AeTI'.Co tnd &t the semé time Heves Lo shlnk
thet ho himoelf may not be Btaylng hare vory much longsr.

[ » Ly Iusyians

Colenol 8pofford, who ia loaving me for M..,5, slmoot nt opce, is going
jmoriean Off Lcers in oy orgenissbiong
stely blocked, whica nok only plucss
itish officsrs but doubles @y difficulty

e
te dincuss the guesticn of pporoblon of
At the moment thoir mromotion s campl

them st & disadventuge vis 8 vie my Bv
{n finding Amoriosns to fill sprolntments 8a they beccme 7oount end svhich I

would like to fill with Amoricens %o koop the balonce of powar, 1 sy yent
thot L1t would be an exgellent thing if you could write perscnally to sithexr
L3, or to the Wer Department ut Washington = possibly through, or by means
of, Dovers urging thet ot any rule in the cass of a small pwlorily i1iat in
speffcrdte possesnion the hold-up in promotion might ba woived,

to heve had to inflict no long e politiosl story on you
f the firo! importance and the

fE

6. I o sorry
yontordny but I do Pegerd the guestion 88 ©

-~
i"]
ot

-—

J

o
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B

more I see of the situstion here the more comvinced I em in my oplnions,
ane I £ind that these aroe ahared by moarly sll the paople vwhose adviee
volue most,

Te o regerds resations to en nbdiention by the FKing in tha italisn

gimoc foreea, my ovn opinion is that provided it 1s & atruight sbdienilion

i favour of tha Cromm jrinece eoviurything should pass off entlrely guietly,
Fertunitely, o2 1 heve clroedy teld you, the opposition are prapéred o
aecat the Cre'n Frinee sr suceassor ‘o kis fothor, They may try to eremp hin
gtyle & bie but I doult if skat will presont much difficulty., He is thuroughe
1y weaok and wet and will probeily agree (o anything psovided he le left aa

Ying,.

o 1P It 15 alvays possible Lthat IT the Alllea have to bring measmire to boar
upon the ring to abdlesle, reeciions in She arme: furces might cvcurs But se
long es presoure is bpvught diseraelly end ascretly 1 20 no revdcn why It
shoculd ever be made publio.

), A2 tha =subject §5 one which is rather dengarous Lo hundle through my
pvailable ehnnnals of telogrovhy, 1 em flying tomorrow fo farl snd [ecece and
Teronto to get the oplniona of the fouds Of My ReAels, Arvy mnd MNuvy Sub-
Commis:tons, 1 arxpect that ss regerida the Alr ¥orow ané the Ravy 1 will be
tole thet the sbdice*ion of the Kipg might profuce dengervus repercunslons,

I o not ettsoh vary much imprortence to this as hoth my eirman and my scllor
weran told o oxpect all sarta of dengerous repercussiens o the parl cungress
nd-'ps A kpow they pever look pleca, heas storien ware, I thipk, glvon to
then in the hope thet we might bhe inducoed to voto the holding of the congress,
vnd' they emepnted from pronouncedly monerchist circloa,

ML MASON MACYFAHLANE,

s [1catensntetianercl,
s chisf Cormisnloner,
General S4ir Henry Meltlend Wilsoy,

5 OsB Hey EsCalley DuBiOeq Milay

£ Commeudar-io=chiaf,

= ! Allicd Force Headguurters,

b ] 3

k ' | A
o _'" ' -TQ

sl

el

Pt ]

e

i | B

e, o B 2) o g
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cc/p/48 SECRET . .o PERIONAL

12th. Februory, 194k,

2/

ecopy of Freedom bLelogrem 50145. Teo

1 hove junt rece {ved my very deleyed
mtly for thair respective

to nsk Muchesnse, MacCroapor rpnd Tooter urge

you wish wme
epiniona?
A4 you will see from the politiecel mmorendum which I #m nlao senc ing you,
fol'owad by ths sugoension of

sn sbdicntion by the King voulé appereatly now be
the Crown Frince. All my informeticn goes to sheow thot ihe

huvs agroed cm this,

opposition perties

n sidiertion under theoo concit! ons would couso much
circlnp thon en ohdicatich including the
ont of & Flegqancy.

Ccleesrly, therefcre,
loas repercussion in mopoyehiant
slimin: tlon of tha Cromm Princa snd the eatebiishm

rould obviouwly cruse less corment Lhen oo

Volun‘sry sbdicsticon by the Fing
r easure were yery disereatly and

cbdieption under pAllled preasure unlens such
sgcretly applled.
{t i« vorth is thut on abdics tion by the jrosont

‘susalony

My personsl view for whe L
oo sould bu unlikely to csuse sarious repoi

King in fuvour of the Crown Frin
{n ths ormoed forceaa,

wouls you plesse lob ms Kbow by my returning massengol shot actionm, If eny,
you would like ma to toke on the talegrsm under reforence.
-
Gowral Sir Barold R. Alo nndar,
Giziﬁli Cif;"llng nn!'-sﬂ-. ”Ic'll
cormy ndor-in-Chief . -
JE

i

]
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A
]
{
Bof e CC/Q/Sh- pexue— B
- 'I
P/ § i
!
11th, Februery, 194k. J
i
&
MUMOILAN] Uy ¥
+
TCy Commapdoy=in=Chief, ?
Allicd Force Healquillers. E
&
= .
l. 1 encloese herend ‘h three dotumcn's =
#% = dpaft telugrrm from Count aforze end Sigpor Croce WO
Mesars Bien, Full enl Molotove .
'B* - § document on the constitu' lonnl camplientions of the .
axioting political situetion in Itely hupded to ms by X
Count Sforzs and eritten by ITtellwn legel exports in . i
Bard, .
c* = p redreft of tho menstge reforred to in *A", PhOVO, 4
produoed by Count aforze sod Jignor Croce after I hod
dlsgussed documsnts "A® end *D° with oras,.
to london, ¥eahington and Mosgow 4

e Beforu you furwerd the tolegrem at *C*
vo hoye my latest views ol the prob
spd 1 attagh a memorund

ort ag possdbls.

you may like lem presentod by the existing
politdonl situntion in Itely, um on the subjest shioh

1 hove endpovoursd to keep us sh

HOLL MASCH MACFAHLANE,
Lisutonunt=Genoerel,
chief Commianlonar,

5719
23
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OLITICAL JITUATION IN ITALY 11TH FERWUATY, 194,

-

@ hnve in Itely & coustitutionsl vovernnent under the King. It wes

1.
11.’] 'I.icﬁ.

with Bedoglio, its pPrime yinister, thet we concluded the Aru
2 ™is Governmant hos besn unsble to enlist the support of any of Lhe
lasders of the existling politieni mrtiea in Ttoly. It functiemsoi an #il-
ministrotion of Under-secretaries »id syniluble technicienn. Up to date,

s1th the bulz of libernted Ital) under A.<.0. it Eos succeedad in Keepling

the mochine running and has ¢ parently cooperated 1t the allled muthorities

to the best of ita sbillity.

e Frou the serlient deya efter the Armaintice it hus besn clear that there
yppoasition to thin government and thnt thlse oppoai tion

wue very considersble ¢
a represented in libersted Italy.

included the leaders of ull politicel jpurtle

Uy This oppouition hea lotte: ly become much more vyocel snd cloims to apsak
of the population of Itely. This moy be open to doubt but

for the majorit)
largze measure of support emong Lthe population |s obviocus.

that it cleims ¢

5Ha The degres of unenimilty exiating between the jorties forming the oppo-
sition is in some respects uncertsin but they sare united in two respecis,
Firotly, that the King stould ebdicste cvnd, seconily, that b povernment
ropresenting the opposition parties should replace that of rodoplio.

b Wwe wre up sgeinat the following difficulty. =

Te We ure collaboreting with & government which is unpopular with & lorge
aection of the community, It is aocused of being unrepresentative and wealk,
and of employlng meny individusls who are regarded us belng badly compromised
with Feuscism. The King with his record of collaboration with yussolini end
at leest prtial responsibility for Ituly's entry into the wer is soe theoa to
the cpposition. On the other haud, we have & strong and spparently growing
to which we have given the opportunity of voleing its ideas end

opposition
proving most embarrusslng to the Gowernment which

alus to sn extent which 1s
wo are supporting.

8. put sltlough this opposition l1s rensonsbly well orgrnised and clelms,
probebly #ith right, to represent a very considereble folloring, 1t kos no
constitutional possitility of implementing lts progremus end of supsraeding
in office » government which it regards, possibly slso rightly., es unrep-

resentutive, resctionury and weake

9. Ma the opposition have no constitutionel poasibility of nttaining

their ol ject Lhey may well be tsmpted to resort to direct potlon, Thia
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might initielly tike the form of sabotaging pedoglio's mdninistrotion in
the considerable territory which haa now been hiinded over to him ond might
sventusaliy leud to scmsathing in the neture of e puteh ond the formmtion of
an opposltion governmemt.

10 It used toc sppear thet the gpposition would be content to owelt our
arrivel in ‘ome befdre brinuing matters to & hoad. [ut wlth the delay In
the advance on jiome there ere imany Indlecontiona whiech ere confirmed bty the
expressed opinions of opposition leeders thnt the opponition wishk to tuke
pction st the earllest possible moment. One cogent reancon which they
advonee is thit the extremer elements in pome will be tempted to estublish
B govarnment in Jome as soon ss the Gormens eveounte and that the Allles
entering fooee in colluborstion with dadoglio's Government may flod an
opponltion government alrendy ilnstelled.

1l. The Executlve Junts of the opposition jertles represented nt the perl
Congress heve rlready despatohed ¢ communication to the Wing calling upon
Lin to sbdleste. This mey or muy not produce imuwesdiste repercusaions bLut
the fect ramwins thot evonts mmy stert moving rapidly end (t is casential
thet we should heve ¢ cleur policy ns to the line we should edopt.

12. It 1s idesloglenlly sound to say thut the Itulimn people should rork
out their politienl salvation for themuwelves. But in the exiating set-up
the only way in shicli a formidable opporition oen achieve ite eims is by
direot acti on nhleh may well chuse conslderable Alsleocation cf our wor affort,

13 A8 I sacr it, we onn no longer gonfely alt by ond do nothing, There fAre
tvo slternotive courses of notion open to us. =

(o) Ta wern the oppoaition, including their lesders in iome, that we will
not tolerete ony interference with padogiio's sdministreation until we pget
to Rumk, We wlght get the avellalble leaders te sgree to this but they lave
elresdy told me that they connot gusrentee the sotion of leas reaponsible
eleaents,

(b) To bring pressure on the King to abdicate If, us seems likely, he re-
fuses of Lis omn volition to do so. Thla would lasve the way clear to the
succesalon of the Crown Prinoe and the formation of ¢ representative (jovern=-
ment which might include Pedoglio.

14« I will briefly sumnerise the srguments for snd against elther course.
The osrgusents for the flrst courve snd tgelnst the gecond sre ua followse,

(a) [eave wull olone. Badoglio's Government has delfvered the goodn
ressonnbly wall up to date.

(b) There ia & posplibility thet bringing pressure to bear on the King might
have sericus reperocus ions ln the Italian armed forces, espoclully in the
officer cluss und ulso in Italisn diplomatio mimsions sbroad.

(e) The opposition cen hapdly pretend to spesk for ell Itely end Lt is -
difficult to determine the exwel wmeosure of support which ii enjoym “"&‘71 £l
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ovon in u liberuted JItely although it is olear that it considernble.

(d) An oppooition might well regard themselves much more as liberated

friends then us defested enemies, They would nrturaslly heve to sub-

scribe to all the Aralatice snd other conditions subscribed to by

Badoglio, but subsequent deallings with them might be more difficult.

The argumenta in fevour of the second course und egainat the first are anm

followe

(a) Wo will be desling with » government of known political leveders who

will have wmore authority over, snd Influence on, the Itelisn poaople thon

the axinting Covernmant,

(b) T™e whole of the Centrs and Left partics are now in opposition,

Without iutervention there will be & conatant threat of trouble, If

the Badoplio Guvernwent hes to resort to foroe esguinst the Centre and

the Lal't o very bad lmpression will be mede throughout the world. There

are vulready indicstioms thut &t eny rete in Amerion ond jussia the

Imdoglio (overnment is looked upon na & wesk, resctionerv end slmost neo-

Mpeist crgunisation.

(0) All recent evidence from fome shows that the Roms lesders nre alresdy

tending towards more extreme courses. The beat wey of kesping them quiet

ie by having & government of their fdends alresedy in office by the time that

Rome is teken, i

(d) Tue longer me postpone & solution the more difficult is it likely to \

be to achieve one tranquilly and the more rodiecsal {s 1t likely to have to i

be. |
|
|

3 3

e bl -

] A A T e LG T e

pei

15. I would emphnsize thet in my opinion which Is shared by ell my res-
poneible advisors here, 1t is necessary for us to taks one course or the
other. Fraan the looal point of wiew we sre all mgreed that the second
presents greater adventaces and less dangers tothe Allled cesuse. What is
still more importsnt is that one course or the other should be approved by
the Allied Governuants without delay.

T =

16. only if the iing should decide to ebdicate vehuntarily in responsa to
| the invitution of the 5ix Party Junta, nill intervention be unnecessary.
| Should he refuse And should we declde to bring pressure to bear upon him the
: ssquance of events is likely to be as follows. -

e SEL R T T N el

! (e) The King sblicates in favour of the Crown Prince.

i (b) The 5ix pertics have at lanst agreed thet in order to smecure the abdica-
tion of the King they are prepared to mccept the Crown Prince as his successor.
s (o) Tue Crown prince would invite & suitable representative of the Six parties
T1 to foru & government., We wlght heve to bring pressure to bear upon him to do
i so but I conslder this very unlikely.

B Ty Tl

i
?, (d) A government representing the opposition would be formed. It is likely :
gﬁ that suek ¢ government wight oall upon the new King to delegete toc it certain §
;ﬁ of his powera but agreamant on this point has not yet been resched by the Six %
i Parties. Thét the new King would feil to mocede to any request in this Ccoup . . . i
ﬁ% neotion is most unlikely. 5 { 1 ¢ 'ﬁ
5 i

17« Agcording to statements by lesad ing members of the 9ix Partiss such =
government would be unwilling to dislocate administration by » ruthless and

e e
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widesprend jurge but would confine itself to desling severely with a few
hundred only of the principnl Pascists still et lerge. These lesdars hsave
also pledged thomselves to produce much more vigorous usaistunce in the
prosecution of the war saguinst Cermany than the jresent Government hns been

ghle to enAUlG.

18, The opposition leadsrs heve mlso agreed ocategorically to leve the
guestion of the ultimste governwent of Itely for decision by the Itelien
slugtorate after the whole af Itely has been freed.

19. The canparntively reoent decision by the fix pertiea to accept the
Crown Prince ns suoceasor to the i{ing may well faoilitate the question of
the Eing's abiiontion snd reduce the possibility of repsrcussious,

NOLL MASON MACFARLANE,
Lisutansnt-General,
Chief coxmmissioner.
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From Sforze #nd Croes to the three Alliad FToreign Ministera. L:i
Nepleés, Febraary 10, 1944 :
i

Being tn constont intimste touch with the

asareontlly indepondent our Appralasement of the sl
ba unefil.

{ix rartias hiut being
tuation micht perhops

Jurnite aent letter to Kineg drging him abldicete lmnedlstely for nn-
tinnfs and wour aflfort's snke,

Most probably king vill not, unless he recsives secret hint froan
Allies who alone have the forca,

It ebdicstine in favor of hia son, present Cebiliet is obliged by
¥.1r lawa to resign £t onee into henls new king,

mt no reaponsible matetesmen will seccent form new Celbinet unless
new king sios dedres ylelding nll militnry civil powers to rn axira-
ordina ry government or to & Lieutenunt Gonural of Reslin choag amone
some mogt respected privete citizena., A acheme communicetnd o g=nerel
Mecrnrlane shows pll this {9 conafatent with rrecadents,

hNew kine will ecoe it £t onee this candition if seme sscret hint
AT l1tgo beinge 1t underatood that neaw ralers aasure respect of nutlion-
Al consuleation of wholes libsretod patdon. KAll this should saes fmperec
ttive to Alli=s &3 to us bhecnuge 4 sacond ecahinet 