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VATICAN HAS COMMUNICATED TO AMERICAN CHARGE DAFFAIRES TO HOLY SEE INFORMATION
RECEIVED BY IT FROM CARDINAL ARCHBICHOP OF BOLOGNA SAYING THAT THE RCCLESIASTICAL
AND CIVIL AUTHORITIES OF THAT CITY HAD ADDRESUED AN APPEAL T0 GERMAN CGMAND IN

ITALY TO DECLARE BOLOGNA JUOTE AN OPEN CITY UNOUOTE A'D THAT THIS PROPOSAL wAS

RECEIVED PAVORABLY BY HIGH GFRMAN MITITARY AUTHORITIES FD PAREN TO AFH) PRRSONAL

FOR SACMED RPTD HY AAT PERSONAL FPOR GENERAL, ALEXANDER FRQM ACC FRQM STONE

FERSON.L PAREN CARDINAL ARCHBISHOP THEIN REQUESTED V. TICAN TO INTHAVINE WITH

ALLIE) COus ND TO THIS S/ME END PD VATICAN SUPPORTS DESIRE OF CARDINAL ARCHBISECEP
AND EXPRESSES HOPE THAT ALLIED COMMAND WILL NOT FAIL TO TAKE THE NECESSARY STERS
TO AVOID INCHEASE IN NUMBER OF VICTIMS AND DAMAGE ALREADY SUFFERED BY CITY OF

BOLOGNA
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INDEX SHEET
SYNOPSIS

s
My ¢¥, Coge.

DOCUMENT FILED UNDER No, 457

INSTRUCTIONS - Under «Synopsiss make brief entry showing date of communication
and from whom received and synopsis sufficlent to identify the papers. When these

index sheets become numerous under a subject they will be entered on te consolidated
index sheet and then destroyed. 1 31
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(A) Militawry vaiue of ROME avd 195 marshalilbg ;,
yaris to Uernans,

(B) Haove Germans actuslly dewllitericed ROME as
wecently weporitedy

(0) Bffect o Gorians of precont bembing attacks
on trameportetion tarpets im ITALY end pesulis 1ikely to
be aschieved by these aitacks during the noxs month.
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All we know &s regerds paragreph 1 is that Cardinal Secretary of State has made
more then one appeel to German Ambassador as alsc to the United States end
British Ministers to esk his Government to take all possible eteps to spare
Rome the horrors of war, Itelian Ambessedor Madrid is being asked to request

Muncio to elucidate.

You should ccntinue to base any statement you mey meke to Badoglio Government

on our telegram numlﬁrr' Lé02 E;)Nuvambar 23+ You may also sey that the United

Stetes end British Gwﬁ*ﬁﬁunta have no intention of departing from their present

attitude which is to ignore sll appeals addressed to them on this subject, <
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May 18, 1944 |
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Nayles B
ti
Ly e e :J
iy dear General Maciarlanc *
¢
Thanl: you for the draft of your reply to General 7ilson on A
f
2
the "open ecity" cuestion of tomo which appears to reflect the principles =
3
"l
on which we agrecd this morning. I have taken the liberty of sucresting i
4
certain chanpes in the text of the Adralt vhich are underlined in %
the enclosed copy and are submitted for your consideration. You i
will note that in this copy the order of the considerations listed i
1 in your Faragraph 3 haa been shifted in order to give emphasis to i
' the factors of order and food which you atressed at our meeting =
this morninge S
sincerely yours, !
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Spoke Generel ALIXANDER who egreed lines of directive regording Rome oo ‘j

f an "Open City" which I indieated this morning. :i
| 2e [he point should bs brought out thet Rome iz not an operationsl objactive, ,:
il

. 'he objoctive remeins the destruetion of the german ATMY o c;
Fe Genersl ALEYANDEN sgrees that no publicity should bs given in advence to ',1,

7

(]

the fact thal we tre proposing te impose AM.G. on Noma. ;-j

g

g

: i

> NOEL MATON MACFARLANE, pt

Lieutensin t-Gonerel, |

Chief commissioner, -

Srd. Juno, 1944, ' . Allled Control Co-mission,

| 1409
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QFFICE O it CHIER oF B COVICRERE LT stlerno, 16 puy 1 Ll

fos 20040
1Y dear General;

I relurn 1o a matter uson whiieh 1 elreudy have had cecasion to aeall
Cie otbention of tho Allied overmasnts number o’ timeg: bhe e stion
of Rong--oien eity, This i protlew whieh 18 taken to lieert not only
by myzell; the governweat cnd o eatire Itslinn publie ovindon on both
Siltes ol the lingg, bub clso, £ oy ore : tre, bir the ehtire civilized
World in nerals 80 tust I fiedy beldeve thet o favorable colution of
thig proble: by the gllied govermients would indoubtedly constituts o

wral vietoury Lo perbaiy s any othery, waerevsr it teht taxe pluce,

In one of 1y nreviols comnicationg I nave gtuted the niroblen
emnly in its legs:l sspeets, I st now edd thet from 1l soupecy of
inforpution in our jossession it appoars inaubitably, bthet Lho do-
dliterisation of the epen clivy of JQuoue 1= fructienlly effeetive 4 oy .
Geninn oerationnl comuunds, troone und stopes neve in fzet Lecn trang-
orted oubtside of tue eapitoal whers Litre ure today only poliee units
Wity toedr reletive stupss, 1t likewiae Lppears btoet allitury treffic Loa
oean diverted beyond toe limits of tus open eity, where now as u mabter
ol fuct it ig mouueew to sone nicnt tiafiie of ubsolutely sporsdic clinp-
Heter cnurabsolubely Hoplipibls, rraaliy, b enpesre that uew bridies
hevd been built gver the revere, outside of the eit y Al view ol evene
Lusl retrests, mreecisely so as nut to e yse ol the Jonan bridees.

The two udllion eitizens uho live there toduy, ewong othera, eun wegbify
to tiLis, =mong them beins bthe meuwvers of the diplometic coros teeredited
o the Holy S8e, wuo ure observeri os attentive es they are importial,
begause in great majority they belong te countries waniel comioss the
(mited jatioas.

IT this, ug avpesrs certain, is correct, T ocm led Lo bolieve in
Che nops tna ¥ Rome coen be o erad, aot only in bue courss of tue O e e—-
tions woieh will regult in it= eong es8t, out also in the ruture, when
it will be & urt of |lberdted Ttoly. s, ol eourse, preswres bl
beraonent comidliterization of the eity until tls d of! hostilities,
Iniaect, 1t 18 clear tust oy evanbuad 411 _od ocecupation of Rowe 'ould
JEOVURE all CVell gredler genaan reacbion aprainst it, sgo diligent is tue

rasent Tt adm to weey it dendliturized, That 15, 1t would provoke
the swne very pruve prejudices which today we wre trying to avoid, without
in Loy vey bpringlng aboub cuuscquont mlitury edvantages,
s wal” ket

Of course, 1 iggert how elfective are the plens and proposals of the
Allizd Covermuents In the natter, But I beliewve it ny striet luty to con-
corn you with my preoccupations and thoge of my CGowermnent, whieh T lnow
on the other haud wre perleetly shared botn in yashington and London, for
tie salvation of a eity wiieh spiritually belongs to wll mankind and it
will curtainly be o cauge for pride to all for nerations to come after
tihe din vnd rencor of woar have ended, to have contrivuted to its survival,

1ike Abhsns ana gairo, 1 I[j;;
i
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, TRAUSIATION (continued) o« 3040 16 pay Ll

I would be very graterul to you, my dear geperal, if you will brinpg the
gbove to the attention of the Allied governsents, sbove all smuhasizing the
necegsity for the vermenent demiliterizetion of Rome, bLoth preseunt and Tuture,
and the perallel need that the plans of the Allied Cownands be arranged
accordingly.

With meny werm thenss, T renmain

gordially Yours,

/s/ Badoglio

Licutcnant general

Sir noel ¥e Eson pReiarlone
chlef Comalssionsr

Allieq Control gomnission
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1L CAPO DEL GOVRERNO Salerno, I6 meagplo 16944

W 5949

Caro Genersle,

Ritorne su un argomento su cul ho svulo
it oceasione di sttirare a piu riprese 1' attenzlone
lei Coverni Alleati : la guestione dl Roma citth aperta.
gto un problems che sta epgtremamente a cuore non

E' que
so0lo a me, sl Governo € a tutta 1' opinione pubblice
stolisne al di qud e al di 1A delle linee, ma, anche,

com'Tlla sa, & tutto il mondo clivile in generale. 5¥cchd

jo fermamente credo che una solurione favorevole che
data dadi Coverni Alleatl @ tule problema, costi-

mornle nltrettanto

fosae
tuirebbe indubbiamente unla vittorie

certn guanto gualungue nltra, atrungue conseruita.

Ho posto, in una nia vrecedente note, an-

piemente, il prolilema nei suol ternini gluridici. Debbo

ors eopiuncere che, da tutie le fonti a'informaziorie in

nostro possesso, risulta in modo indubbio cle la deml-
litarizzazione della citti aperta di Tlomo ty Opgd, pra-—

ticanente effettiva. Couandl operativi, truppe e lia-

pazeini permanicl sono stati infatti trasportati Tuori
dells capitale, ove trovangi attuslimente soltunlo re-—

parti di poliiis col relativi depositi. TNisulta el tresl

Lieutenant General
Gir Tioel F. Muson MacFarlane,

-~ &

Chiel Comnissloner 1£UH

p1lied Control Commissioll,
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1L CAPO DEL GOVERNO ~p- ;
d

. ":1

che il traffico militure & atato istrmdato olire i liwiti della ﬁ

cittd aperta, ove esso & infatti ridotto a quulche transito J
notturno di carattere assolutmnmente sporadico e di entith asso- :J
lutamente trascurabile. Lisulte infine che nuovl ponti sonoc g

stati costruiti sul Tevere, fuorli della citta, in previsione ﬁ

di eventuanli ritirate, appunto per non utilizzeare 1 ponti ro- ;:

menl., B di butto cid possono, fra gli altri, far testimonianza ;‘1

i due milioni di cittadini che opgel vi rigiedono, fra cul tutti ﬁ

| i membrei del Corpe diplomutico wcereditato presgo la Santa Sede, ﬁ
i gquall sono ossecvetori wltrettanto attenti quanto imparzieli, ﬂ

peccheé, nells lore stragrande mayrlorinza, appuzrtenenti a Paesl g

che fanno parte delle lazloni Unite. ?

Sa Ei?—'r come pal certo, £ ezsaltto, mi sia perueuso '*‘1

sperare che foma possn egsere rigparmiata, non solo nel corso %J

delle opersazioni che condurranno alls sua conguista, ma anche i

in uvvenire, guando essa [arh parte dell' Italia Liberata, C1d #

che per esltro naturalmente presume la permanente smilitarizza-— ;:

zione della citthd sino alla fine delle ostilith. E' in-Tattl u!

chiaro che una eventuale occupazione Alleata di Homa provoche- E

reble una tanto maosiore reazione germunica controe di essa,

quanto pin attenta_i 1!' attuale cura tedesca per mentenerla

swilitarizzata. TI'rovocherebbe ciod gli stessi gravissimi pre-

giudizi che oggi si tenta 4l evitare, pur senzc in alcun modo 4

apportare conseruenti vantagpd militsri. !
Iznoro naeturalmente gueli effettivamente siano 1

piand e i propositi del Governi Alleati al rigumrd@kélyq'creﬂc
L




1. CAPO

DL GOVERNO

Declassified E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No. 7}ﬁZVﬁ W

mio stretto dovere farle parte delle preoccupszi ni mie e
del mio Governo, che so del resto perfettamente condivise
sia a Washington che a Londra, per la selvezza di unae Cittd
che gpiritualmente appartiene g tutto il genere umano e che
sara certamnente ragione di orpoglio per tutti, sopiti i cla-
mori e 1 rancori dells guerrs, aver contribulto a rispermis-—
re, come Atene e 1l Cairo, per le generazioni che verranno.

Le sard molto grato, carc Generale, se vorra
portare a conoscenza del Governi Alleati gquanto precede,
s0pra tubtto sottolineande 1' opportunitd della permanente
emilitarizzazione di Homa, sia attuale che futura, e la
parallels convenienza che 1 pianl del Comandi Alleuti siano
predisposti in conseguenza.

Ii{i creda, con molti e vivi ringrazismenti,

cordialmente.
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T0P SECRET L TOP &ECRET

AFii, MESSAGE CENTER

INCQALNG MESSAGL
TLIE FILEY FBsC F 28/16
15 vy 150630

KOUTINE OFFICLR ONLY
T UBECHLL

FROM:  Allss0 FROA CHUEFS OF STAER
TO ¢ GLIERGL JILoOH RPD BRITW@AHN HASHINGTON LFS) D IRBAteS BY Hela

REF 3 THLs HESS.GEr 2571

Cilonibas e lUEI

¢

1. State papartusnt hes ralsed question of declaring IQUE an open clty
Jeet to reserwation of tranait vighlis for both belligerents.

2. Torelgn offlice luve syygpested that 3 courses ssem open to us.

(a) meintain our objestions on military grounds,

(b) sbandon our objections und ngree to nesotiute some arrvnsement cube
jedt to tie reservaticn of transit rights for both belllgerenta. "le tern "fian.
git hights? would bo as defllued by Genecral LISGELIOVEN last Huvanber to include

provision for stapiug sites, rest camps, and ull other facllities ns are reguired
in connecticn with trunsit through the area.
(¢) Declons to coune to any arrangemnent for deeliring RGdE en opea edty,

but to issue conblmed An lo-tmerlecn gtatement, making 1t clear thet Lllies have
only taken and will only tuke military action which might endanger HUAL Insofer
a8 the gerians use the clty for thelir military purpcses, end that as the Qernans
have declared HQik an open city, it his nothing te fear from us =0 long as the
Germins caonbinue Lo btredt it as such.

' 3. & acecoubling d(c) use of transit fucilitles would be denled to you when
you reaci hunls Jgr oltering text, however, to read mikbing It elpar that Allies
have only biken ond will only take military action AOALHGT FOUR ingofar as the

Gersans uge Lhe city for theiv military purpmest, our subseguent Lse of the cliy

would be less lizblo o counter-charge.

4e IF you retulre only trimsit facilitles throughk HRE fe could necent
course 2(b,.

be Af you reojulre additioml milltary requireusnts other thun transit
facilitien in hGUE course Z2(a) only remiing.

G. heguest your views urgently end that these should be given in Full so
that we ean inforn Vsl HIEEOH

7« In framing your reply will you consider posslibilit, of approving issue
of public stsiewent vhich would have political walue without forfeiting any of
your esaentlal militury requlrements.

ACTLION o

INFOI Wk |GG - 1403

Alh Goi
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georetary Generel

Rome = Open Qity sG U9l
18 May /faﬂﬁl;k

Mr. Samuel Reber

1 am directed by the ghief Commis:iomer to forward the

attached document subject WRoms = open Oityd, and am to request that
your com.ents be conveyed to the ghief commissioner not luter than

1800 hours this evening.

| &, ROBERT E. DOB
_,_,a-"f' MEJGT; A-G-Di
gacretary Gensral
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sG 09l 18 npy 190,

MEMORANDN T0: The Hon. Aexander Kirk
Anerican Awbassador

l. I am directed by the Chief gomuissioner to forward the
attached documentesubject “"Rome - gpea cityn, and to request that
your commenty be conveyed to the ghief Comulssioner not later than
1800 hours this evening.

2., Please sign and return the attached receipt by the messenger
who brings this document.

ROBERT E. IOLE
MZLJDI". A-Glni
1 Incl: Seoretary Generel
praft ltr WRome=-Qpen cityn
to A0 MED.

oee—

P

—_—

o oot TNV s i W A e N

S e

=)

e

e T i

e

=T

g P

e e o
e

L T

Al

.
!
|
:
|
d
1
!




Geclassified E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No. ZF50/5

-

SG 094 18 way 1944

MEMORANDUM TO: Sir Noel charles, Bt., K.C.M.G.
pritish High Commissioner in Italy

1. 7T am directsd by the Chief Camissioner to forwaerd the
attached document subject "Rome = Open City®, end to request that
your comments be conveyed to the chief Commissioner not later than
1800 hours this evening.

2, please sign and return the attached receipt by the messenger
who brings this document.

ROBERT E. DOE
Ma jor, &4.G.0.

1 Incl, seorptary Goneral

raft ltr *Rome-Open City"
to SAC MED.
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, CONFIDINTIAL Imm/r ) %

Lef. cC/G/287. 13th, Mey, 1944,

Rl

Mei ORANTIUL

TOs Chicf of Genersl Staff, ?&
Hovdquartars, Ae As Yeos g

; le Maring my 1lest talg wlfh Pudoglio he told me that & recent reliable Q o
| cacepen from Romo hud told him thebt for some tiwe pest there had bem ~5 |
priociiesl |y no Germman troops in Heme ond eoaly @ minimen number of Qewmman polics, w

——
=

x

2y He medea the polnt thet If' we put a8 largo nunber of troopse into Roma this g

woulda have an unfortunate effect on tho popmlation rho would get the impreszusion ]

thel, ro mistrusied tho Homons more than the Gormins had dons, A

|+

, B I told tho Marshal thet for reasons shich must bo perfuectly obvicus to

him it vould be ahsolutely neeessery for us to locate troops in Rome and that
the questlon was &n oporational one vhich I was not preopared to discuss. I told
him thet I would bring hio point to the notice of the Allied Communder-in-Chioef
end that he might rest @ssured thet the number of Allled troora in Romo would
be limited to the numbors required for operational and administrative dutieu,

gy

L Fut briefly, I mude it guite clesr to the mMershal thut we would put just
68 many troops into Fome as we thought fit, I would, hovsver, llke to make the
point that from the point of wiew of the problems of the civil administration

of RBome it will be vory desirsble to cut down the numbsre of troope in Rame to
the minimun roquired by the situation with which we f£ind oursclves confrontod.

P s i s B,

Zlas mF® ¥

NCOEL MASON MACFARLANE,
i Lisutenont=Goneral, .
,_ Chief Commiss ionu:t:z o

Ay,
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ALLIED FORCE HEADQUARTERS 7/ s
Offica of the Chief of Staff /e ;,?(,:_ 1538

Ly April 194k.
SUBJECT: Declaration of ROME as an "Open City". A

TO : Headquarters, Allied Control Commission.

Ll

|
k2
- i
. s
B
= J

e

Reference your CC/G/182 of 6 ipril.

1. Further communication from Marshal Badoglio on the subject of
ROME as an "open city" is not considered necessary. The Combined Chiefs
of Staff and the British Chiefs of Staff are fully in the picture on -
this matter and have our views that it is impractical to declare ROME ]

an ''open city'. 1

2. Marshal Badoglio should be advised that in point of fact we 4

! are treating ROME itself as an "open city" in that we enforce the strictest b
|  orders against bombing within a line that includes virtually the whole = R
city but excludes the railway yards. The Germans must and do use the ~= o

: railways through ROME for military traffic, restricted only by our air
attack on these communications outside of RQME.

3, Close observation will be kept of the enemy's use of ROub and
the commnications leading through it, and while we shall not deliberately A
bomb the eity of RCLE as distinct from the railway yards, we shall not
hesitate to take action against enemy installations in the city or troops
passing through it if it is essential in the interest of operations. i

L. The fact that we ourselves have to use ROME in the future gives
the Germans obvious advantages in getting it declared an "open city".
We consider the Germans are attempting to prove they are civilised human- "
itarians at minlmum cost to thelr own operations, while simltaneously .
imposing great disadvantages on our future advance. Any statements made
by the Germans are mainly for propaganda purposes and have little bearing 5
on military facts.

By command of General WILSON:

PR i " =
S . ) eutenan neral, ;
2 nDC’UARrﬁ“; i f Lo f Chief of Stafi.
L *
&p

1 B AFR 7 2 [‘ 3

ey |
1594
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ALLIED FORCE HEADQUARTERS G f

Office of the Chief of Staff G ”’@"" 7285 :;

;;w‘ e

¢,

-

8 April 1944.

J-""'-T-"e
_;_.\_f.pz‘:"_
P
e R

e
e

SUBJECT: Declaration of RUME as an "Open City".

0 : Headquarters, Allied Control Commission.
Lt

d

it

Reference your 00/G/159 of 29 liarch. tﬁ‘

l. There are no new factors which would lead to the conclusion I-,,

that ROME could be declared an open city. h
il

2« Marshal Badoglioc's memorandum on the subject, which you 3
forwarded, has howaver been forwarded to the British and U.S. Govern- iE
ments, and he should be informed sccordingly. 1

By cammand of Ceneral WILSON: i

| 2
g
| —— — "t.
| ! A. u. GAMNELL, W
__HKisutenant Genar:-al %|
Chief of Staff. l
I

| 1398 <7 ;
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tef CC/G/1R2 = BCRIET

1 1944
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NOEL HAGON VACFAHLAN!
Lirubenant L e .L|
Chief Comprissioner,
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ROVAT, MINISTHY OF FONLIGN AFFATIS ,"54/-,"_,_ o5 ¥
EJP1(1B) i

A

Ne ]_ﬂ:f.r

Salerno, 31 March, 1944 ¥
¥
!
5 '.‘Ii
Dear Cenoral:
Following my letter Ho. 1326 of Varch 1'?,{'i|1 re;ard to "Home Open City" :i
I wish to call your attention to the communique of the Uerman Command concerning A
Ttaly issued on March 22, which reconfirms the statns of Rome established by 4
the Ttalian declaration of Aucust 19. |
I believe that the Governments at London and at Washinesbton at a moment when o
the catholic world and all the Italian people lock with trepidation alb Home, could ]
consider to spare the horrors of war to the Iternal City after having ascertained 2
the veracity of the German statement throush a neutral power or the Holy Sea@a 5
2]
b
Very Cordially yours, )
/a/ Badoplio M
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UTLTIMNE NOTIZIE - 7 S

(Miniforu - New York) — OOMUNICATO DKL COMANDO MILITARE TEDESCO DI
- ROMA -
Un telegramna staonpa dul porrispondentoe della Miniform a2 Berna in=
Prrun che secondo la stampa svizzera odieran il couando nilitare te
descc a Roma ha pubblicate un comunicate ufficlale riguardo all'at=
tunle situszione della capitale come citta aperta. "L'auterita tedg
scn,dice 41 comunicato,rileva una situazione di fattn che non pud
esgers igncernta nel campo nemico." Il comunicato efferma categerica
nente ohe & proibita qualsiasi forma di ogoupazione di Rome e che 1
rifrrnimenti militari ed i trasporti por 1l fronte meridionale non
passano per aa citta. Il cermunicato afferma che le linee forroviarlig
o le strande autcmovwilistiche della citta non verranno g dr perate per

questo scopo. L'alte comando tedesco afferma che le ragioni per cuil

viene pubblicateo 1l comuniecato sono dovute al fatte che & piunto 1l
nomento che ciadnygno assupa la sun respensabilité.—
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tANSLATION

New York, WMarc: 23, 1944. b
|

OMMUNTQUE OF 110 GEREAN .1 I0H COMUAND IN ROME K

B oress telegrem fron the Muifers corrsz -ndent in Nern
ibates that decording to today's fwiss ress, the Gapoan idzh
Command In Howe hss ubllshed en fficl .l communigue wikh res-= i
pect to the ppresent stztuz of the ecepltul 43 an oven citv. w
Mlhe communique says Lhr L the Gepmon sutioritlecs underlines
g situction of fact which can not be disrzzsrded by the eucmy," 2
diio communicue stetss categorieslly bhot any fors of secupa-
£isn of Rowe i yraolilbitaed end L millbsrey ralnforcenents
Rnd or F'@Ifi.'f'.,'ll" For bh outharn Fr nt do not pa8s Lnrough the
. +dhe eomrunilgua statsg Lhs raliwey linss &nd anuto- 5
obile ronds of ti Lhwll ara n used for this surpose. The
spman Bilgl Gommand stilbos that Lhe reasons why this communi-
TEN ublished are bacauss I the faer that the time has o
2 10 6 - ons Mast z2asune responsilbilit i Lhilis matbter. :
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GiANG  TO TAKE AMTION IN ROVE ( 28 marzo 1924

- ‘..
/ ’ﬁ‘“-\

- Home : The German High Command in Italy has issued a Aeclara-
tion in which it is said:

"There are no (urman combat units nor ether military
instullations of the Wehrmacht in Kore which ars serging dirsctly
in the conduet of the war, No military traffic is taking place
whthin or tmrough the city. If Badoglio elements or communist
members are tryinz to use this generous measures for cowardly
attacitsg then the German Comran? will find itself obliged £ka to
undertake military measures which it considers as necessary in
the interest of the conduct of the war in Italy.

Thus the fate of the city of Rome and of its ecivilian
population has been handed over to the population of Rome as
such, apart from the bshavior of the Unglish and the Americans"
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RADIO ROME ITALIAN TO ITALY e IM 23:00 MARCH 20

GERMANS TO "PROTECT" TREASURES

An office for the protection of artistic treasures, archives
and libraries has been oponed in Florehce.The main object of the
new service is the removal of art treasures and documents threa=
tened by enemy raids, to Rome. and Florence, which are considered
by the Germans as open cities.These two centers are not defended
and do not contain any German headquarters,The newly appointed
service is also entrusted with the care of villas, palaces and
castels of artistic and historic value, which must not be requi=
sitioned for military use,The German authoritie® collaborating with
this service have taken residence in Florence.
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29th, March, 1944,

T

T Rt

Thunk you for your letter No. 1326 of tho 17th. reveh with vhich you

e e § T

snelosed your nimorandum on Tome "open city!',

L

| T have Torwarded thiz to thae Supreme Allled Commender at jlgiers with the

reqaest that he should forvward it to fonfon and "sshington.

NOEL MASON PACT A 'j__;"-.}.]'El:. 1:1
Lieutenint-Genorul,
Chief cormisoioner, _:-

ekl

Ses Mershel Fletro Badoglic,
tepo del COVerno.
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, SECTRT
Ref's CC/G/159.

rrae/r )

29th. March, 1944 .

PENORARIUM

'O Allind Foree Healquarters,
(APTENPION chief of Iteff),

: 1e T enclosne hoveulth a cony of a lﬂttﬂr”':f'rum varshal Nodoglio encleozing a
{ memorandum on the sul ject of reperding flome as an'open oity'.
|
2e I hive glven Genarel Aleyendor w copy of the memorondum and he is nuturaslly

; of opinicn thet it iz Impossible to contemplete sgreeing fo Lome being given the
! otutus of oo 'open city'.

Ye natoplio hayy howevor, speclically uskod that his proposels should be
communicated to Loth lenden end Veshington end I em, therefors, sending them to
you for onweayl trenomiselion vith such corments ea the LH.hWCe Moy wizh to makeo,
oené T am informing Ne oglio Yhet I huwe done so,

ROSL MASON MACFARLANE,
Lisutenant-Genorel,
Chiel Coamlssioner,

| _ —
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cc/r/156

ma/rd

26th, March, 194k,

T enclose copy of & note which I huve just roceived fram pacoplio.

Domoge of this zort is prohably inevitelle but I em tolling padozlio that
1 have pesced on his message and that I am sure every core ls token to eveid
unfortunste demage of this depeription.

Tont bother to ansvior,

HOGL MATON MACTARLANE.
Lieutenent-enerel,
Chief commissioner.

Licut=generul J. Hording, Ces7.s De5:0as
chief of Qoeneral Steff,
I-Iﬂﬁﬂfluartt}rﬂp As As Tae

f &

] e

et

L

Ry el S

BT A

)

e = E -
R e el e s il | 5




. o dy PR .
beclassified E.O0. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No. 7/90/% ;

TRANS LA TICN A 245

@

Tile No. 880 lerno, 24 March 194/

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF GOVERNAMINT

TO: General [Hoel Mpson meFarlane
chief of the Allied Control Commission
Nuples

My desr Genersl VacFarlane

[ hrve received from Home 8 telegrsm which T deem opportune to
trenseribte to vou in its originsl version:

0T INFOI YOU 'TALT BaoT EOMEINGS HAVE HIT PUILDINGS
NG ENTANO alND POLICLINIC CAUSING MaNY VICTIMG STCP NO
hlLIIiJY OBILCTIVES IN THESE AREARS 5T30 SUCH CONDUCT

F LB FKASPERLTLS ['CPULATION HELPS GEHMAN AND BWOSCIGT
PHGI‘-;G.J-HL CuUSING SHANP ReaCTION WGa INST AKLLIES AND
ELEWMENTs BEsITHFUL TO THE CAUSE STOR. ™

I have pointed out thias srave inconvenience to the new Chief of
the Avietion Section who came todsy with Genersl Forster to ecall ou me,
hut I wish to inform also you so that, in view of the grave nmorsal repers
cussions, you might intervene promptly to avoid its repetition.

Very cordially yours,

(sgd) BADOGLIO
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IL CAT’O DHL GOVERNO ;‘s‘)?w}.fjﬂ 15

MNS e ALO (GUE BOMHART | SCORSI HANNO COLPITO CUAR.

:
TIERI |TaLias MNOWMENTANO ET FOLICLIMICO CAUSANDO MOLTE o
YIETT IME ALT MESSLET IBTETTING MIELETARE I Ti ZONE LT i

REAZIONE CONTRO ALLEAT1 ET ELEMENT | FEDELI CAUSA aALT"',

RALE FORSTER, A FARMI VISITA, MA SIRERQ INFORNARNE AN ad

GHE LEI PERGHE, DATE LE GRAVI RIPERCUSSIONI MORALI, WV
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R, MINISTHY OF FOREIGN AFMAIRS &?fﬁ: salerno, 17 warch 1944

File No. 1326 /C}-ﬁ»—c‘ ‘;1-:{-: ffﬁ#(ﬁﬁ A f‘lﬂt,-; J
\Mf'.ﬂ‘. . L :'J P I Jf £ III= r f;

dear Ganeral. [
I'IW — = v y (e N . !I_._ LA

S I'(

"'H..'h

I enclose & Memorandun, wherein the guestion of Rome as an “Dp;n
City" is taken up in specific f rm, and the steps and diplomatic acts which refer

tharefo.

I firmly believe that in this phase of military eventa, the question
can, and in fact should be,; re-submitted.

411 arguments in favour of respectingthe City of Rome have elready
been made, nor i3 it neceasary to repeat them to you, for you certainly are fully
uvare of them. It will be sufficient to state again, and with extreme cenvictlon
end assurance, that the eventual deatroyers of Rome would essume, without a possible
dispute and doubt, & truly heavy burden &2nd responsibility befors the world and
history.

Consequently, I have no doubt that you will agree with me in
believing that no effort should be spared on our part and the Allies to reach an
objective of which we all share the extreme human importance. T recall that Athens
and Cairo have, after all, been spared.

I well know - and I would certainly not doubt it - that your Govern-
ments are greatly and deeply concerned with a1l this. And it is rather for this
that I ask you to forward to them the enclosed Memomndum, so that it be submitted
for their urgent end careful study.

T must add that all news which reaches us from Qccupied Italy in-
sists unanimously on the sense of deep depression which the recent extension of
Alljed aerial bombardment of all of Italy causes in all strata of the population.
The great mess of Italians, which is spiritually on our side, risks to be progress-
ively discouraged thereby and progressively disillusioned,

It is superfluous to tell you that I am perfectly aware of the
military reasons which dictate the orders of your Commands, but I believe that
guch military reasons, which T do not dispute, should on the other hand be appraised
very carefully also by the standarda of counteracting effects produced on populations
who are, and whom we deaire to be insurgent against German cppression.

I will be very greatful if you will find it possible to make an
explicit communication to both London or Washington of this, in addition to the f
Allled High Command. I am, my dear (enersl, with sincere cordiality. )

/a/ BADCGLIO i
TO: Lieutenant General : = f
Sir Noel F. . Mason Mac Farlane o "
Chief ‘Cammissioner o o

rllied Control Comuission /
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R. MINISTHY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

MEMORANDUM

ROME, "OPEN CITY"

On August 19th last, the Royal Government,by a communication broad- -
cast at 1700 hours, and immediately thereafter made knownto the Allied and '
Neutral Powers, declared Rome an " open city". Lk

The foyal (overnment had for some time considered the necessity
to take this step, repeatedly also requested by the Holy See. Negotiations -
regarding this matter had been initiated in December 1942, but difficulties |
of military order on one hand, and news of an assurance given by the President .
of the United States to the Pope in regard to the immunity of Home from i
bombardment s on the other, had indiced the Government of Home to postpone Y
its completion,

The first bombing of Rome, the fall of the fascist Government, 3
substantlally contrary to the measure invoked, further pressure of the Vgtican
determined the decision of the new Government, which did not overlook a
the reasons compelling this declaration. The second bombardment of itome
. accelerated the measure, and therefore,overcoming some technical delays,

the statement of August 19th was made. T

The Minister of Foreign Affairs entrusted to the then Secretary i
General of the Mipiistry, Ambassador Rosso, the task of presiding over a i
Commission, composed of representatives of the Departments concerned and
the High Command, and constituted to translate into effect the declaration '
itself, in accordance with the principles of international law, The Co mission I
decided to adopt the following provisigns hh}fggé;fter appmva}_ ¥ the Chief %
of the Government, were immediately Eﬁ;{ﬁj’%uimm'_mt,and were, known to
owitzerland and to the Holy See for further communication to the Anplo=Saxon
Poverss
1) Removal of all Italian and German troops from the open city;
2) Transfer of all Italian and Germasn Commands from the open city;
3) Hemaining in the open city of forces of Italian Police to assure
the safeguard of public order;
L) Transfer of all military establishments and those used for war production;
5) The Hailroad stations and yards of Home no longer used for militarny
purposes., The ltailroad Center of Rome transformed into a simple line track.

T

=g

= P

The Commission furthermore fixed the perimeter of the open city -
which largely included, in addition to the center of the city, the monument ;
area of Home - and set the limits,which after approval by the competent Authorities, 3
! were described in a drawing and a photoplan, attached to the MHFENYXNXYN¥ Minutes &
addressed to the Holy See and the Lepation of Switzerland in Home,for notification i
to Great Britain and the United States, 8

o g DM

| I
| The Germsn Government , vhich had been kept informed of the intentlng 811'3 / :
i g A8
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the Royal Government to carry into effect the declaration of August 19th,
although having initially made every reservation for all that concerned

the supply of Germen troops operating in Southern Italy, approved the

Italian decisions ( sccording to the telegram of the then Charge d'Affaires
at Berlin, Hitler personally was said to have concerned himself with the matter).
On the same day, on which Switzerland and the Holy See were informed, the
foyal Government forwarded to the Embhassy of the Reich at Rome a similar
note, accompanied hy drawings and photoplans. Subsequently an offlcial
spokesman described to the foreign newspapermen assembled at the Press
Conference of the Ministry of Popular Culture, the internationel significance
and the detailes of the actual execution of the provisions for the demilitari-
zation of the open city.

The Governments of Washington and London had no time to acknowledge
receipt of the Italian Notes,because the Armistice intervened.

Under a legal-international aspect it is pointed out:

1) Germany has accepted the declaration of Rome as "open city" in
unequivocable fashion,which not only has been confirmed by the effective
withdrawal from the Capital of the German troops who were there, but has
been clinched after the events of September 8, when, even if for a "fictio
Juris", the German Coummand respected the limits of the open city and recoz-
nized the existence of a "Command of the open city of Rome",.

2) According to the customs and principles of intergovernmental law,
the unilateral declaration of the open city is internationally wvalid and
relevant: the reservation made by the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of
Greal Britain and the United States on the necessity that it should be
carried into effect, took nothing from its validity,which, after the
necessary measures of demiliterizstion had been carried out, became full,

Rome therefore is and continues to be an open city.

The Allles have every interest in recognizing such a status of the
Italian Capital, naturally with the understanding that the German Commands
continue to respect, as they had done in September last, the conditions
foreseen for the purpose. Consequently, it appears possible and opportune,
that the Allies declare to sccept what the Italban Government had notified
in this connection and at the same time make incumbert upon the Germanic
Government compliance and respect for the obligations to which it is held,
Compliance and respect which rould be controlled with a1l necessary guaran-
tées by representatives of the Holy See or Neutrals, It 1s superfluous to
emphasize particularly the necessity that a clear and unecquiwvocable demon-
stration of good will be gsiven in thie regard by the Allied Fowers and the
consequent opportunity that Germeny be equally explicitely faced with the
full weight of the responsibility which would devolved upon her,if her
troops violasted a solemn oblipation formerly assumed by her Uovernment
for respecting a city which ideally belongs to the entire civilized world
and which ideally forms a part of the most precious heritege of humanity.
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