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A/CG 5R3.6 30 September 1944

SUAECT: Apnraheneion of encapad Itallan PgeW, (Co-operntor;)

T0 ¢ Chlef of ataff,
Allied Foros Hendquarters

The nttanched translation of leatter un_nnvgjx/jfu;wfp
datad 2 Jeptember 1944 from the Itallan High Commnd galoner for
Priwonera of War ia forwarded,

1. The cage referrsd to brings up the question of what 1s
the polley with regard to Italian Prisoners of War from co=-operator
unlte who proecesd on Lleave, or abrent themuelven from the unit
to whleh they are nttached and do not roturn, '

2e It 16 poAntsd out that the (quastlion of the Itallan
Government handing over, or helplng in any way in the arreat of
an Itallan Prisgonar of War who hap abasnted hinmself nnd who olalms
he has wsoaped, opena up all ports of pnlitionl queations, and
of course leoavens the Italian fovarnment open to attacks in the
Praga and elsewhere,

Js  The gquestion of the lmport into Italy of coneiderable
numbers of Italian Prisoners of ¥ar was referred to thie Hsadquarter:
by Headquarters,Allled Armisa in Italy in thelr letter MNo,
AAL/2072/A(0) dated 4 July 1944, to whieh I replied by letters ,
ASGC/1/101 dated 18 July 18944 and A/0C 383.8 dated 18 July 1944 - )
(ooples of correspondence attachad, ) .

4.  Sinos writing the latters above reaferrad to, I hava
recalved no instruotiona whioh set out the polioy to be ndopted,
Or any information which I could pnas to the Itallan Oovernment
showing the nction ocontemplated with mgurd to the reelalming
of 1talisn Prisoners of ¥ar who absented themselves or refused
0 peturn to the unite with which they had besn working.

9« A eclear ntatemsnt or directive on this question 1is
requegted, 3 2 9 ’.l;

LLLERY w. STONR
Gaptain, UONR , ilx
Prafted by Acting Chief Commlasioner \K)

VHDEIPY Sub-Com, €
WEATeHED B0 Sgo wst Xt
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Tiglts to ¥OU Jompa

Woy Moterdald Doposal & Tbaldon FW
Sub-Connlendon

Tho attached lettar, lio. 1001, fras Fuine Mindster Amoad, is
referved t0 you for ootim, Lebtter raferyed to by Ponoud is owe A/GO
03,6 dabod 28 August 1944, of which you have slready weselived o copye

ROBERY ., DOR
m} A-l“n
1 Inal: Secxetary General
Pomonal's e 100 of 2 Sepé L4
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FRTE & Tl RS
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Yoare very waly,

="
LIS We 200HN
Qaptaing U
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Itelion Coveviienht, v
LMy 3 8 8['
e
_ G e e ey o
Frepared by . P | Hg ACH Sec'y funn
; {" "'”'f/("l( 4 ‘{. ; D v 3
=== Limtlﬂumlﬂlr ! :-..' . | 'I-f ."erll' ? ;ﬂ -;'ﬂ
AMD & IR Sab=Uomuianlon, /6
iy T &

b, A \0\




Declassified E.C. 12356 Section 3.3/NND

TIRANSLATION

TJH'J - [LL--—"J-.J--!'ITL. b .'-“ih*
CUUNOIL JF MIAL RERS owe, 2 peptembar A9LL

-y APO 304
T® Sec'y Gen,
Rec di{jﬁﬂ?!ﬂ.

peny guptuin, O e 4

rhunk you very much for the initiative thal yo had,

vhe vigdt of the plucna whorsa the Itallan . vlsonors of wer are omployed
in Italy, and th v of ‘hedr working sn . living coudibtiong will hulp better
to enlighten the Governmsit sbout the importance of tho questi no v Liled
with the pelgoners I war wiloh ure now Lo be doult withe

prigndier Goneral [apino vineaenzo, seoretury Goneral of the Alto Comales
saristo of <rlooneras of wur, and jledtensnt Nospsa vittorio, iuterprater, Love
pnasn delegntdd for the vislt.

[he &ub=Uomuigoion in chorge of the organisation of the visit 1li bo
able to communicete direotly to thess two officorn the ltinerary which will
Le potiled wnd the modulition of ‘ha jouriye

sliosroly Yours,

/8/ 1vanoe bononi

i:ll-{l‘l-hiﬂ Ualdane it
Rllexry .., Svono
Acllng chiof (ormissiouner
sdlisd Lombrol (Qommission
R oae

Trange e O»
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B8 /alp

A0 83,6 2B jogumt, 1044

% donr b, Peimo Mniater:

i am of opindou that until Lhe etatun of T8alien prige
oners of wer ls decided 1t might be af intersst to the Iinlinn Coverns
mnt to send representatives to vislt Alliled Porce lMond: wartery and
localities where Itallen mrlsonurs of war ave ennlayed in Italy, seo
thet you can fuspect and neoe for yourself tho conditisns umler whioh
Italinn prisonesn of wr are utilized,

In thin vonnectdon, T extord €0 you o Anvitetion to
pend such reprasentatives ne you wlah 40 A1l4ed Peroe Headomwnrtorg
ard the locelitioe vhors orlsongrs of wip nre stationed in Italy,

Y resel oL of your renly, whioh if you accept should ine
olude e namen of those you wish to sond, an Lbinerary w111 be dresm
up at Allded Foren Hosdquarters whioh T ghall forvard to you in due
oourmt, It is antioipated thot the visdt chould not last longer than
fowr or five drorm.

Yourw very trmly,

SLLERY ¥, LMei
Goptain, UM
Acting Chief Cormimsionoer

Ivenoe .
t of the Counoil of Ministers,

Ce0, WHD & IFW SubeCom,
ﬂ PI iz ,HA:':?’:.),_
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Prepared by WMD & IPW BC

200 oottt A (€

A/OC 383.6 ¥7 Auguet 1944

{y denr Mr. Prine Minister

I sm of opinion thet until the Htatug of Itallian Prisoners
of Wy 1s deoclded LU alght ba of 1ni1ﬂl‘ﬂ?’ﬂ ¥3 the Itallan
Covernmsnt to pend repregentatives to vislt Allled Force
g Wdquarters and logelities where Ttalynn Prisoners of Tar
are employed sp that you opn Annpect ohd see for yourself
L1m1 ?nndinunn unde» fhich Itallan 'riaoners of War are
lltlh !rﬂﬂ- b i

In thin oconneotion, X extend %o/ you an invitatlion §o
aond such roprepentstives ps you wish to Alllied Fores Head-
darters and the louullt.tuﬁ where risonere of ¥War are ate-
ticned, LY

On recelpt of your reply oh if you mooept should in-
glude the names of Those you wish to send; an itinerary will
be drawn up at Allled Foroe quarters whioh I shall fore
ward te you in due oouras,. antioipated that the visit
should not last longer than four or five dnya.

\

Yﬂ}.‘l very tmuly,
A

\

i RY W, GTONE
Caphain, UBHR
Aoting 4 E}mnimaianﬁr

[

Hig Expellensy Ivstios Doneml i"_.
The Preeldent of founeil of Ministers
Italian Governm

Copy toi Genera) Gaszera,
High Obmmiselonsr for Prisoners of War,
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cory
SUBJECT: Employment of Italisn PW in Itely.

Allied Force Heasdquarters.
CR/3101/G1(Br)
17 August 1944

Hendquarters,
Allied Control Commission (Army Sub-Commissl on).

1. Reference your letter of 28 July L4 enclosing memo 55°/Pol/1L/2 of

22 July 44 from theItelien High Commissioner and previous correspondence.

It is felt thet ther: is some mipunderstending regarding the employment of Itellia
PW in Italy.

2. In oarder that the Allied policy may be fully understocod an invitation
is extended through you to the appropriaete Italian Militery authorities to
visit theis Hesadquarters snd localities where Italisn PW are employed.

4s It is hpped that & representative from the Allied Control Commission
will accampany the Itslisn authorities on their vieit, the purpose of which
is to enable all concerned to dee for themselves the conditicns under which
Italian PW are utilized under Hritish Command in Italy.

4. On receipt of your reply, which ahould include the nemea of the visitors
an itinerary will be drawn up and forwarded to you. It is anticipated that
the vieit should not last longer than four or five deys.

5. For your information it is not at present intended to reopen nego-
tiations with the Italian Govermment on the status of prisoners of' war.

‘the purpose of the invitation to the Italien rojresentatives is simply

to study end report to the Italian Government on the preveiling conditions of
Itolien Prisoners of War employed in Ituly.

M. Wo M. MACLEQD,
Prigadier,
A‘JDII‘IG‘{ "l'l

for Major wneral
DAG, G,1 (Br)
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108/17
AAT NUNE SECRET
A110 TWPORTANT
AUG 17/NFT CITE: FHGCT

teference your FX 80119 of 7. State if intended tu release from PW status

Carabinieri and Finance Guards on arrival this country

DIST
(Inf Act) WMD & I FOW 2
(Info) A/CC
Public Safety
Admin Sec
File 2
Float

Al i
=
3‘! Ly
[
SECRET
AUG 18/0015 I 't,,q \]
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A/CC 383.6 18 July 1944,
SUIUECT: Complaints of Unjust Treatment of Italian PW
TO t Chief of Staff, Allied Force Headquarters Advanced,

le In letters ACG/383.6 dated 28 June, A/EC 383.6 dated 23 June,
ASC/1/102 dated 14 July, ASCG/1/5 dated 11 July and A3C/1 dated 10 July,
and other recent letters from this headquerters a mumber of camplaints
on the treatment of Ttalian FW in different parts of the world have been
forwarded. As you are aware, the question of prisoners of war is one of
great concern to the Italian Government and if we are unable to meet them
oen the main question of status, it is most desireble that we should be in
& pogition to rebutt such canplaints as:

a) small numbers of FW's being sent to malarial districts;

b) PW's not receiving their personal effects and monies prior
to leaving PW camps on repatriationy

o) 1letters being returned to relatives marked "Repatriatedn
when the man is oti1l a P,

2. These and other such oamplaints may be mmall matters in themselves,
but cwmulatively, if left unanswered for any length of time, they muat ad-
versely affect our good name and the readineas of the Italian military and
other authorities to cooperate wholeheartedly in the war effo +» I do not
intend to suggesl that the Italian Government have as yet reached the point
of non-cooperation, but the fact that they are entirely in our hande in
these matters and have so Iiew, if sny, means of reacting, should of course
wake us more, rather than less, scrupulous in answering their enquiries
and complainta,

J« I should therefore be grateful if these (uestions could be ol o
viewed as a matter of major policy and not of winor administrative routine,

IRAPTED BY JAC.
ELLERY W. STONE
Captain, USNR
Acting Chief Comuissioner

Copies to: British Resident Minister
UsS. Political Adviser
Politicel Section (3) Copies)
PW Section, Army Sub=Commission,
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1) Roed 4 Aug 0940 11

ALLIED FOROE HEADQUARTERS St b

offico of the Chief of Stalf UEERRELER RN

30 July 1944

SURTECT; Complainta of Unjuet Trestmont of Itolion Prisonora
of War,

y  Aoting Chief Cammissioner, Allied Control Commission.

1. Recoipt is escknowledged cf ycur memorsndum on ths ubove subjoot
dated 18 July 194k,

2. This Hoodquerters is, of courss, very much aware of theo coucorn
which the prisoncr of wor guestion is ceusing the Itslion Qevorunent,
and compleints such as you have gited ere given tho mont sorupulous
investigetion, You will apprecisto that such sorupulous investigation
takes time end in conseguonce entalls deloy in the trememiscion of final

roplies.,

9. You may reat assured that gqucetlions of this nature beve alwayn
been, and will continue to bo, considered in this Hoadquarters 6o
maters of policy rather than of minor edministiobive interant.

By ccmmand of (General WILION

/8/ Lovell D. Rooke 7
for
J. A, H, GARMELL,
Lieutonunt Qeneral,
ghief of Staff.
Coples to,
0-1(A)
G=1(B)
BEritish Resident Minister
U.8, Folitical Advicer

-

Gopy %6 War Materials Disposal & Itallen FW 3/cC.

coly
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MEADUUARTERS ALLTED CONTROL COMMISSTUN M8 /dfe
Offien of the Chief Commisnaioner
AP 394

ALC OLODLT 1 August 1944

UFMOHANDUM TUr  Politienl Section

1, leference following mxtraot from PREAA0, July 30, subject:
fTrand of Copy Filed by Correspondents.”

"Ohincige (THS) The Ttalian and lussian Govertmonts are
nogotinting for the releanse of Ttallan prinoners of war. MHos-
cow 18 sald 40 be "receptive" for "eertain condi tiona” which
aré now under Jdiscussion,”
2, I puggest you draft letter to AFI for my oignature, informing
ther of the possibility of sueh an aproement in order that it will not
eums a8 o surprise and in order that they will be informed of the situablon,

ELLERY W, STUNE
Captoin, USHR
Acting Chief Commisnioner
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SECRET

AAIy ACCy WMIAp AFHQ REAM POR LIAXSON SICT ON ALL ACTION
R4/01

06 SICNED NATOUSA
X 77299
PRIDATTY
JULY 31/1318
CITEy HNAGAP
RETURN WIPEOUT ACTION MEMOUANDUM FLOM 01 DIVISION MATOUSE DATED 12 JULY 1944,
SUBJIGT TREATUENT AS FRISONERS OF WAR UNDER GENKVA COG VEITION FOR ITALIAN
TROOPY IN ROYAL ITALIAN ARINY AND NORTHERM ITALIAM ARMY. SOLILY FOR YOUR
INFORMATION, THIS MATTIR UNDIR CONSIDERATION OF COMBINLD Cf 1 OF STAFF
AND DEPARTUINT OF STATE DESIRES THAT NO APFROACH IN THE MATT M BE MADE TO

FOREIGH AUTHORITING PENDING DECISION OF COMDINED CHIEFS Qv GTAFF,

Actlon 7D & 1 PO
Info  A/CC
FMle (2)
Float

SECRETY
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TELIGRAK 6, July 27, T0 DUALIAN LEOATION AT BRI ITZERLAND , FROM
ITALIAN RITISTRY OF IPOREIOY AFAIRS:

Your are dnstruoted to hand to Internationsl Hed Oross off™ainl roply

of lloyal Govermrent giving most emphatic arquranesn of ohgarvance by Itals
of International Wer Laws, altbough Internationnl Red Croos bolegram
montioned In your 2059 concerning Intormationnl ohlipations of belll evenis
wan not recelved by us, You will word reply in appropriaste toras. A
sugpoated In your telegran, you will mtréss Qerman viclations of war laws
together with sy other podnts you should deam it partl ent to anphnelze,

PRUNAS

Above telogram dispatohed 30 Janvary 1944,
/8/ Donald M, Decler
Paliticol Seetlon,




Declassified E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND N':"__z SIS ; ) l 5

T;“II—EI&}'\\I lﬂ,l Jul}’ 29, TL' 'Ef.’lLIMi L.E d.F.'ETIUH HT » a.'.'l.uj'i. ILJ"I-I 1‘1{ PJMHD, F}{L'H
TTALTAK WINISTHY OF POREIGE AVFAL S

Internutional ‘ed Cross Counittee Delegats, ¥. Pradervant, has cormunicated
to the Prasident of the Council, Bonomi, that the Central lled Crose Conmittee
desiros Lo receive from the Italian Govermment an officinl communications
gonfiruing that Kepublican Italian Friscners of War captured by Itallan

Ammed lorees are oconsidered Vrisoners of War.

Agcording tu this delegato, this comsunication cvuld affectively be used by
the Central Conmittes for ohtaining equal recsognition toward Ttallan
Uildtary Parponnal at present interned in Uermany.

With reference aleso to my telegram he. 6 of 27 Januvary, Your lxeellency 18
askod to give formal assurance in the senas dosired.

TELEG \H 507, July 29, TU ITALTAN MMAASBSY AT BAIRIL, obAll, Feul
ITALIAN BIKISTEY UF FUIELIGHN AFFALio:

From more and wore sources this Minietry continues w learn of the inoreasing-
1y serious sltuation of our military and eivilian Intorpeos in sersany. it
becomos urgent therefore to intensify the initiative of Italfians sbroad

to spwed up the work nlready being done by tiw delegations of Lhe International
iled Cross, Dispatches should contaln ubove all wedicines, food, and clething.
Pagkajes should all ba neat to the central seat uf the Internaticual lled

(yosa to ba gubsequently vent to Germany.

Will vour Excellsney please take steps in this sense and transuit sisilay
instructions Lo the Ttalian llepreseni.atives at Sorne, Buencs Alres and
Ligbon, who should do their utwost as soon an pocsible % begin this
helpful activity and in particular with regard to resulting crgmnisations
hieh can be obiained in the heart of each ecomwunity of Ttalians abroad
and arrangements for transport through Mernational led Crues,

Abuve telegrans disputched 31 July 1944,

[/a/ Donald K, Decker
Poittical Sectien
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HeQe ALLIED QONTROL COMMISSION
AFO 394

AsC/1/12/9
23 July 1944

Jor Allied Foroe Hoadquarters, Ar0O 512,

Bubjeot: Situation of PW in British Handm,

1/. '™he attached Sranslation of letter No. B530/P01/012
dated 16 July from the Italian High Conmiesioner
for Prisonerda of war is forwarded,

2/, May I be informed Af the information asked for ean
now be given or Af the position remains the pcans as
stated your gignal F46376 of 13 May?

For the Chief Cowmmimeloneri

é}ﬂ é;h:n-@»t &

mﬂi ana above, J» A OANMPBELL
Lt,=00lonel

Ijr./ l'/*

ol Al XD )
3212

{
g\
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ZRAN
HIGH COMMISHIONER I'OR F RUSE 18 July 44
File No 630/rol/g1e T01=- A.C.C. Rome
SUBJECT I~ situation or POW 1in British Handa,

¥ith the Qocupailon of Nome mwid the return of tha Soyal
Ivalian Guvernment to Wiw various mindstries, I had hpped Lo
be uble to colleet suiilvdent 1n.-"upr.ru-utiuﬁ oonerrning the numbep
&nd diegpocition of ftellin Privonsre of ar in British MHands,
Unrarr.un:wl:; the dboumenta Pacovered are incomplete anl dp
not aet forth. the aeeensary Information convderning the ait POA L
tion of the POV in the varbous parts of th, world,( i.e, from
lndla to “uypt),

For this reason I find uygel s obliged Lo fpame A praver
for th s kina holp of the AsCuCs, w0 thut they wlght cosmuiionge
wlth and procurs fion tos PROpor Lopartment of the Pritish if1n.
18try of "4p . @ven 1n an une?fiot.l ORDACLEY = enlighitenment of
the situation with relerence to ti nunbsr of POY in Iiritish

hande and theiyp loaponition in the varioun countrien.

fhle information - evan 1f, on the othep h Widy, 1% 1a not
toc suecifio out of neosynlty « will grently facllitate my
dlecharges of the duty to provide fop the It lian Prigoners af
nar,

THE BIQH COMLIBSIONER
( Genornl Pletro OAZ ZERA)
in/ ¥ Gazzera,
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ALLTED YCRCE EEAD JUALTES
=5 Lection

Cni3/C¥ /ael

G-5: 383.6 17 July 1944

oLt Ttalinn Soldiers haployed as PUW 1n
Hidtdish Wesat Afriea

Headquarters, fAllied Control Commisaion

(Attention: Ay Sub=Conmisaion)
AFC 395,

tocedpt 1s acknowleldged of your letter on the abéve subject
ir‘xbL.‘flﬁ/’lOE ol 14 dul_vj, with the letter of the Itnldian High Commi s iorner
there inclosed (Nu, Lo3/Tol of 29 June). Oteps have been t 1kin Lo cause
the natter to be studied ang présented Lo the Folitieal Counetl s HFHY,
for consideration, fou will be advised when a decision is reached.

'--H.“:..l..i... k. wFUE R
Colonel, G.5.0.
Asst, Chief of abalf, =5

Files A/= R
LY
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A/0C 014433 4 b July 19,
- fu

{oe
i 8 JUL 1964

My doar Mr. ambagsedor; _XD:J{

v # e

4 ~
X snoloags unplgﬂ of a lotter recoived from Gunorel Gaunzod
/

and my own latte® to AVH; on the subjoqt.

I should be grateful for any welight wiloh you may be abls to

throw into the soales,

Youra sincerely,

ELLERY W. STONE
guptain, USNR
Acting Ohdef Ooumissioner

The Honorabls Alexander Kirk
The American pmbassador
Maples
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Moo 0Mied3 D yuly 13l

udbjeat: Repatriation of ISalian yrisoners of jor 6 JUL 1944

foi Allied Jomee [padquarters
(attention; ¢hdef of ptarf)

1. In provious comstniontiocns the point of view of A,.0.0. has been
made elecy in vegard to the statue of Ytalian mdscnnrs of wer in
liborstead Ituly.

4, I now enalose & further letter, togethor wibth tranplation, from
bhe [salicn High gomalssioner for risomers of wr sgain sotting out in
detall the views of the Iteliun covermmsnt on thy subject of their
prigonare of war in Italy.

J+ Thoye is little doubt that she position with regards %o Itolian
prisoners of war iu 1toly is onusing emburmasament to the Itulisn Govern—
ment, wid AL pho poeition maugdins the same yny mell be the ocsuse of
serious disgontent mmong the populasion, Shus wealeuing thos govertsaent.

4= I Sherefoxe roguest that I may bu Asousd with o definite in-
strusticn on Shis matter, as At 1s vow beoomins sabtresaly 4ifficult to
satialy the Italien govermmant withous a definite statemnt ss to our

poliay.

Je A% Au My opinion that & deelislon one way or the other showld
be made avallabis to the pew gowermment.

BLIEY =, JTONE
Oaptaln, UJMR
Aoting ohlel pomsissionar
2 luels;
L= Lor Iy Gen Gassera, No. Pol of 18 Jun L4
2 - prauslation of 18@ . ol of 18 Jyun Li

00 The oo, Alexander Xivk
pir joel gharies
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A/CC 383.6 18 July 1944

UBJEGT: Apprehension of sseaped Ilallan UM (Vo-opera tora)

t  Heudquarters, Allied aAmiice 1n Italy

-~
"
) i This is in reply to your letter of 4 July, AMI/30T2/A0), on
bhe above sabjeot,

. Tuis sulject and Lhe coples of levbars fomiurded wibh jyoug
lotbar were discissed with tho Suprewe Alided Cosvaundex at AFIG Ady om
July 1lth.

% 1 vécomuondad that the 10,000 FON stould not be sent to Tlaly
hecsuse of the pgrave polibical questions whieh 16 vould raise, (e sub=-
jeet vas diseunsned on July 12th by the Juprens Allied Comwander and Lhe

ead of JOEIA,

Iye It is wmy undaerstanding that as a resull of those dipeussions
it 418 not now plavned to bring theesa L0O,000 FUN ko Italy.

SLLERT W. BTVNE
Captain, UDNL
Acting Ctief Coodseionsy




Declassified E.O.

12356 Section 3.3/NND

A/CC 383.6 BWS/h]p

18 July 1944

SUBJECY: Apprehension of escaped Italian PO (Co-Oparators)

m

1%

2/«

: Headquarters, Allied Armies in Italy.

this in reply to your letter of 4 July, AAI/3072/A (o)
on the above subject.

This subject and the copies of letters Iorwarded with
your letter were discussed with the Supreme Allied
Commnder at AFUQ Adv on July 11th.

1 recommended that the 10,000 POY should not be sent
to Italy beceuse of the grave political questions which
t1 would raise. The subjecy was discussed on July 12th
by the Supreme Allied Commandcr and the Head of MMIA.

It is wy understanding that as a result of these
discussions it is not now planned to bring these 10,000

POW to Italy.

ELLERI W STONK
Captain, USKNH
Acting Chief Commissioner

SECRET
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A3C/1/101
16 July 1944

10: Allied Armies in Italy.

SUBJECT: Apprehension of Escaped Italian PY (Co-operators)

Reference your AAI/3072/A(0) of 4 July 1944,

It is understood that when this question was
digscussed with Wweneral Sir laitland Wilson and
Captain STONE a few days mgo, it was declded
that new instructions would be issued in regard
to this matter.

No action will now be taken until further
instructions are received,

For the Chief Coumissioner:

(Sgd) J.A.CAUPBELL
Lt.=Colonel
Army Sub-Commission
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Gy P

SUd T - Apprehension of Lecapnd

Italian POV (Co~uoparstors), g ALLTED AREIFS IH YU

W1/3072/0(0; .

I Jul bl

l. Copy of this HQ lebter of sven numbar daved 25 Jun Lk, addressed
Lo Army bSub=vommiseion ACC, is forwarded, together with a copy of Uenesal
drowning's reply.

2e  Nill you plense consider the guestion and approach the Itnlian Go-
vernuent ih acoepdance with para 6 of the first guoted lettur.

KHIHKFAEHNK
Col,
for Brigadiar,

L-I‘. . I'l}l

/1Y,
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=7 JUN 1944

My deor Primo Minister,

The contents of your letter Ne. 1890 dated 23 June 1944 has baen
pussed to Allied Foree Headquartors, and I hope %o be able to give you
& reply on this matter in tho near future.

Yours very sincorely,

BLLERY W, STOHE
Caeptein, UBNK
Asting Chief Cormissionoy

H.E. 8ig. Ivenoe Boncmi
Fresideny of the Counsil
Salerno

cc:  Army Sub-Commission
Rear Hg ACC
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27 JUR 1044

A/0C 533.6 26 yune 1944
Subjeet; Itallan Militery lersonnnl letolled as iriooners of War.

Tos Chief of Stuff, Alllied Joree Hoadguerters, A0 512.

le FHofersnce 1s made to ottashsd translation of lebtuy Io. 110
doted 23 June 1944 from the Frosident of the counefl, N.E. f#ig. Ponomi,

2. The new govorrment 1o elearly retwning to the attask on
this ﬂ-llbi“tc

Je lfwy thin matter pleass recelye anrly attontion mnd information
be given o» %o the lLinse along which a reply chould be made.

ELLERY W, 9T0ONE

Captain, Inm
Aoting Chief Commissioner

cer  Avmy SubCoemiasion
ear Hy ACC
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IRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL Cava dei Tirreni, 29 June 1944

Filﬂ HGlr lﬂaﬁ

T01 Genersl sir Noel Maason MecFerlane FIN
Chief of the ACC, Neples il o

Deur General ’

Among the many and serious probleme with whiaoh the Royal Covernment
nuat deal, theras exista, wug You well know, the problem of the ITtolien
Military I'erascnnel still deteined as Priﬂ-nnrg of Wer in a1l purta of
the world end even in the netional territory,

In his letter of Mey 10th, No. 1405 directed to you, my predecesuar,
His Fxcellenoy Mershal Bedoglio, in summarizing the matter, expluined
8gnin the TItalian Government point of view and asked for an offieial
eXplanation of the new organization whieh the AllioA Governments,
8ocording to press and radio dispatches, would htve given to the
Itslian Militury Personnel in their hunds,

With your lettar No. 304 of Mey 18th, Your ixcellency sssured him of
heving trengmitted thet letter to the Allied Command at Algiers and you
éXpreseed the hops of receiving & prompt reply,

However, up to dste no further communication has boep Teceived by
the Italian Government regarding the matter, I do not hide fraom you the
feet that the Irolonging of this situation of uncertainty r.nders
reinful and difficult the work of the governmant, insofar as regerds the
Italian Militery Personnel 8t1ll detained as prisonere of wir whe write
lettors into the country relative to their state of mind; insofer ua
conocerns hundwoeds thousende of gamilies impetient to see the eituation
solved for their distant and 8till ocaptive relatives in puech B woy as to
conform to the effort which liberated Itely wislies to earry out, shoflder
to shoulder, with the Allies ogeinst the Coumon enemy,

Therefore, I would be grateful to You, Deur General, for a brampt
reply which wo ld mmowth the way to ef'faot an Bgreemont--conforming to
internationsl luw end to Itelian national dignitye-whial until! now we
have beun unrble to reech, nntwithntnnding all the good Ttalinn intentions,

I thank ycu ‘in odvance with cordial greetinge,

/8/ Ivanoe Bonami

.1.
it K/
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« UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE
ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR ITALY

Naples, Junc 13, 1044,

STRICELY CONNTDENTTAL

Wy dear General lMaclParlanc,

I am transmitbting herewlth, for your lnf'ermation,
a copy of a United States War Dopartwent press reloaso
dated Moy 7, 1944, concerning service units formed tfor
Italian prisoners ol 'war.

Sincerely yours,

(1. WL

Enclosure as stated,

General Sir lioel Mason Mackarlane,
Chief Counlasioner,
Allied Contlrol Comalssion,

/‘,,H.r Nariles,
P
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\ | SECRET - - Stedes
S—X37/(

G-5 Section 21 lllay W5
APO 512 cus/cR/m  OF€

G-51 383.6 26 May 1944

SURJECT: TItalian Prisoners of War in Allied Control.

TO : Headquarters, Allied Control Commission, APO 394
(Attention: Chlef Commissioner)

Receipt is acknowledged of your memorandum cc/G/297 of
15 May 1944, transmitting a letter of Marshal Badoglio, dated 10 May
1944 (File No. 1405). Both communications deal with the utilization
of Ttalian prisoners of war by the British and Unlted States Govern-
ments. You are requested to inform Marshal Badoglio that this
letter has been brought to the attontion of the Supreme Allied Com-
mander, who will no doubt refer it, through the Combined Chiefs of
Staff, to the United States and British Governments .

bl

CHARLES M. SPOFIFORD
&’10“&1’ G&S.EI’
Asst. Chlef of Staff, G-5.

q,ﬂ,,.-f?f-sf
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(FEN MACFARLANE (OUILF OOiM)
TOP UEORKT

PRIORITY
AeFalHate

DURLNO HIS PRIVATE TALX WITH ME TORAY BADOGLIO PRESSED STRONGLY FOR FURTHER
INPORMATION REGARDING THE RADIO AND PRESS REFORTS ON THE SUBJEOT OF TIHE Uk
BCING MADE BY THE AMERIOAN AND BRITISH GOVERMMRNES OF ITALTAN PRISOMERS OF
WAR PD PANKN T _AFEQ FOR 430 BETTISH MINIGTRR RESIDENT AND AMERIGAN FOLITIOAL
B KM N FROM MAOFARLAMK PHEOOMAL PAREN I TOLD HIN THAT I WAS
WiTHOUT OFFIOTAL INFORMATION ON THIS SUBTECT BUT THAT 1N DU COURSE W&

MIGHD BXPuCT CLARIFICATION

: ;_,”ri}

NOEL MABON MAQFARLAME
Lisutenant gensrul -
ghief (ommissioney
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ripayr )

BE?;_QQZLJEELL 18¢h,. vey, 19L4.

Jﬂ1?5

/
rhank you for your lattor Ne. 1405 of usy 10th on the subjoct
nprisoners of war, 4

of 1tnlisn

2. T am without official informetion regerding the roports in nawspapars to
ashioh you refer and am, therefore, us yet unoble to reply to your questions.

3. { heve forwsrded a copy of your lettoer to Allied Headguartors in plglers
rnd em hoping for an early roply.

HOL MAGON MACFARLANE,
Livutonent=Genorol,
chiof Commisaioner,

q,.%. Marahnl jietro Badogllo,
11 presidente del Censiglio del Minintri.
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TOF SEOVET 1203
’ : M203
ADC MAIN (GIM MACFANLANE C COEM) 17th, Moy, 194k,
TOP SECALT 6) 16
IcnIryY | CIN FACFARLANE

lal aHale
SUBTECT MY MEMOILANDUM NUMY IR CHARLIE CHARLIE SLANT QUOROPR SLANY W0 NINE SEVIEY OF
IFPEENTRE BAY TO CHIEN CF STATF ENCLOSIHG LNWITERN FROM RATOGLIC REMLUNDING FHIM MERS OF WA

'l.ILJ_ﬂm;J LARN FTI0N MACFARLANS

T ZANSH 20 ATHQ V5
}.
FEOONAL PAREN SKE ALSC CRLEGRAM FOX FOUR FIVE ,m"if rtf:nr“‘:r 'O M TROM GRMERAL

GAMMELL FD PARA TWC ¥D X HAVE TORAY READ SUATZMENT 1W FOUSE OF COVMORS 7Y JRUED GRIDf
AND ARTICLE ON ITALIAN FETISONKRS OF dAR 1IN0 TIMES OF MAY TERI'I PD IT IN VESY PROBATL
FHAY BAIDGLIO WILL FOLLOW UP RES LEFMR WITH A RELDEIT TOR VERAL TXFLAMNATIONS AMI
LISCUBSION. FD IN THE MEANTIME IN ACCORDANCE WINH ABOVE QUOIRL TULENAM I WILL BYTALL
HIN PD LA THREE F10 1 HRAR TIAT YU ARE HOPING TO VISIT ITALY AGAIN VOHY SHOAFLY AT
I HOKE YOU WILL BiIRD WITH YUU ALL AVAILABLE IMVORMATION TO NHABLE H(';:-"L CHATILES T(
REJFESINT THE FOINY OF VIEW OF AXI TO THE ITALIAN QGOVERNMENT FD I AM NATURALLY KFEJ IM

NOEL CHARLES FIMLLY INVCGITMED OF THE SITUAVIOH PD

MOEL VASON MACFARLAINI
tisuts mnl'ﬂ«lmrat_.
(hief Coemlosionor,

POP SRCHE] ,]/]
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/ey

liel o 0C/0/R57.

Allied Yoreo esdguartord,
(ATPTENTICN, chief of akaf'f ),
Az

[

”~

le i orenoe is mede to my mmsorandus, “o. cc/o/186, of the Ath, anril
saclosing & owwinics ion from the Italian Oovernment regurding Isaliwn
widoners of war in Allied hands, vith the roguost that it should be bYrownt
to the atiention of the fovernrants of the imited States snd Pritish Coemon-
mlth. ‘-'Jalt.rr.j Ij3

7
e I have now reoelved & further lottar I‘n:-m Murahal Redoglic, copy
enelonnd, with Pecsd to pross roports that tho imited Stuton end mritish
Oovertiments have mnde cortain urrencesonts for the utilisgtion of Ttelien
prisonery of war without provicus sgreemont with the Italien Covermment and
in conirevontion of the twmwe of the Gencva Convoultlon, The lektar roviess
tho verious develomments whioh have taken Plece aa rogurds the atetus of
thowo prisoners of war, ineluding their utdlisetion in Itely, and octicludes
by radterating the following requests, which 1§ 1s olaimad derdive from TScly's
ac-belligorent atetun;

(&) The Italiesn soldiers et present detelined should 811 cexse Lo have the
otailus of pisonsrs, without reoourse to & volunteocs systonls beosure this i
fonirary to our basie wiliteny lew.

(b) The Ttslien unite which should met be smallor than e battalion, should
in low und fact be under the commond of Ibalien of ficers ond non=cosmise \c nud
off leers, and be subjuet Yo the rulee of Ttalian dised;line (Allied pemal eodae),

(e) In overy tesritory, Iteliem unite should be cemmendod by en TtuliunJ o<
fenerel, roprossntative of ISulisvn military iﬂ".rl"".ﬂﬂt-lﬁn

(4) In Itely, all prisomers of war should be Irmadfately 14 arased.

-

o he rotontion eees.
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. fhe retonticn of Itsllan rioeners of wer in Itwly 18 not caly of doubtful
logality, but Lo sleo & potential souree of frictlon anl Inal’ficlongye nince in the
aoma territary therc ara Ital ian unitae flghting at the frond as go-talligeresntn ans,
fmuudistely in the recr, othar Italien unite sagspged on linss of somsunication wor
e aroe LroRtod na jriscoers. '

bu I bave alremly roequestod infarwsiion rogirding the ate;s vhieh have bhaon

¥

teken hy the malted S%ates end the firitish Goweramants An order that I say be in
i positien to enawar ascothe of the enguirioe put to me by the [tollan Govermmani,

. 1 o= sonding ooplen of this communication o pr. Alayender ¥ir

L \r
pal Charleon.

t_“ ‘ -!|a'|_‘..r,... F.:‘- ¥ =. "
Lisutensnt=anarsl,
Chiafl' Ceemicalonan,
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el ~ 9’53”/
. oL G RETR | : gm}:i:x;__
ALLIED CONTROL COMMISSION 4, g;

INCOMING MESSAGE 2l e
;(" (-

MS5G Centar Mo 1,..}/ | ‘1' vh : ..: Dot Time Reg'd Il{J‘LHI Cuﬂﬁrf.
. SEEREY W/ ot Time tem  MAY 131353
Frocotdance : 1]‘{10::"ITE A # Refarance MNE 4 _}3?)
From FREFDOM PROM GENRAL GALDE Cltn P”{‘utﬂ N
1o ACTION ACC MAIN TON CENERAL MASON MACIARLANE
4 9
{...
HBFERENCE YOUR LETTER e/ Rf) L 3 MAY. TRANSFER OF
PROM 1 COUNTRY 10 ANOTHER 15 DBEING CARRILT QUT ON A LALG

Clasalfleation

AND WORLD WIDE BASIS BOTH BY AMERICANSG AND OURGELVIS.
NISCUSSED YOUR PROPOSALS WLOH U5 FOLITICAL ADVISER All

GINISTERS AND DECIDED NOT NECESSAWY Ol DESINABLE Al

NODIEY SUCH TRANSFER 10 THE BADOGLIO GOVELNMENT.

ACC DIST

AUTION: BLCY GEN 2
INPO: 3 DCC
PILE




#
i

Declassified E.O0. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No._ 2 IS .S! ) \5 i

REY WICTED . A

P i?
Para

o/#
ACC MAIN (GEN MACFARLANE € 12Eh aere L04N
RETIRICT D e

VILTORIYY GIN MACFALAN

A
Aok oTly's,
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HOEL MASON BACFATLANE
Lioutopant-genorel ,
Chiof Cammismsionor.

RESTRICTED




#

Declassified E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No. 7%50 \ E._';_

J H:; fl il 'r-1-

' | et T AT X - L1 e ¥ ':._;r.'rr
N AR L] o e B e 0B g I
-~ -”J Oy L 'h__

QUFICK oF THS CIIEF UE THE COVERIGEID seleruo, 10 uny 1744

[O: CGEMARAL FOEL «lAS0. FACTARLANS
clitef of tho allied Contxol contnduslion

ﬂ"‘{,t.ﬁ" A igﬁ e
7 R e b Pkt

with your lebter ol april B8th lust, you infomed me that, witn re:forenou
to our discusslons on Itelinn militury personnel still detoined gy Prisonero
of yur by the Govermicnts ol the nited stotes onu the pritish comuonwoslth,
you and colled tae atleation of thuse Goverumonts to the eLIONI presentod Dy
we, whicn provented the T. covernrment rrom sdhering bto thair folint ol view in
rerard to these fundamental priceiples;

rile Ho. 1440

Loy deor eneral;

a) = gtatus af orisoners ol war muinteined for Jtallan vilitary jerconuel, not-
pithstandliy the co=belligsrency ol the Iteliau Feople;

b) = the volunbuer enlietment ucked ol risoners of war, which would hewve placed
them in contlict with che funduwuwental Ttellon military law of gencerl QM pulegTy
mild bury serviee, and with the Ttelinn militery cenal gode, which paevells for
prigoners ol wur eéveu durln thelir lwpricomnsut;

¢) = tho comsand of unita wviilch £le reapsct for willitary pride and hobour re=
I
L

juireg Lo given, by rigut wnd in fuet, eatirely L Ttelien ol'ficers aud ook
samrdssioned officers, if the Italiun wilitury personael wire Lo jo wlolg i1t
tne pilitary erfort, us the Ituliun Feonl BELIC

Mow, to ny sur rige, I understana Trom the reportn of the Istaras und
sgdpest (inclogure 1) wna Lrom the Tondon nudio (Iaclosure &) Lhat Ttelivn
pdlitary personnel are to be orgnulzed into specitl units, comuwuded in lact
by allied ofticers, of volunteor woriers who would retuin thelir stalus uo
prisoners ol war.

1f this were really so, the Italinn R. goverment would be conlronted,
githout any prior notloe and wihille negotlations in the pebter are otill pending,
with &n occomplished tect vhiech tikes no pocount oituer of ite rights; or
of 1ts deuires,

1t is well to undertuse brielly & survey O { the situation.
g = puring the wonth ot Qeioner lust, & Commisplon ol amoricsi gfficers ro=
cortey offfcitlly to the Itsliun Privopner of jar gamjd in Amersci that Lhe in-
ention existud to wstablish dan Itulion Aouy of wilitery wvoluntoer wor<ers,®
creatod #by direct underslauding betwoern the govermgent of tho United glates
and the Itnlien govermweut.s It vdded thet tdotwiled provisions wera undor
study by the Itolisn wud jperiounn gtafis.® AL any rate, thy detuiles turniphod
pppeered Yo promise restitutlon Lo the prisoners of thelr Tull milituey 0"2}4‘?
tur, end the commind awver tow upibs of Lie Ttulion militwry orgonization into
the hands of Itelisn efficers and yon~com dusioned csiicery gad Wath 1N s L= -
tions end penul code in effect withiu the R. 1tnlian Arayh, alc. ste. If” E’

(]

Y=
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& THAMSLAVION ot 1,05 d. 10 ey Ly Trom parehal padogll ":_num Lnued):

nevertheless, koowing that the conceirt of Wvolunteer culistmonlbd is con-
trury Lo the gencral compulsory militery sorvice of our mbtlherlund; Knowlis
that it 1o wlso contrary to tha provisiovns of art. L of bhe gouinveution (which
preseribes that oll prisopers of wur be treated in tho pulse munner, wita 116~
tinetions ghown only Lor rank and gtote of nenlth); snd recugnizing the aoges-
sity, in 4 mattor so grave, for un order by the Itolian Goverument, the sonior
Ituliun generel was auby bound to call the attentlon of the Americun Comww il
to thesu points. ‘they were tnken into consideration by the pmericun Conund
nd sgubmitted to study vid editing et jeshin ton, with the nsuistine f thu
ebove guneral, aurine the early deys oif pacenber lest, for o project of cow-
vlete oprgunizution, on Itelien model, or wll prisoucvrs ol wer. s guericsn
Authorities concluged that they had formeu Lhe aubjoct of un agreeuwcnt to be
submitted for sigoeture by the Italian ead pratish govermuents,

4 = At the beginning ol pecember lust, pritish Headguurtors of Indie iulonned
the prisoner of war comps in Inaio buot dan agreement nad been sipgnud betuoun
the United vowers and the R. Italicn government,# on the besis ol wolch'wolun=
tenr! units were to be formed, to be used Wip eyery purt of the worldil cnd

#it the diseretion ol the pAllied Powersh; voluntears, however, who would re-
tuin the matatusw we prisoners of war,

1t would wppear thet unitas of this kind wore sent Irom lndle to Ceylon
aud pAustralin:; thut sindler units were gent from South Afrlcu and fenya to
sierre [pone, to [igerin, and the Gold goaat.

Ly = In North Al'eica, still on the busis ol a gelf-atyled ugreesont, ag referred
to above, tae Itullan prisoners of war were, beginulng lu Jyovemper last, sinil-
arly regrouped in parxt into isbour gospanies, commgnded in fact by Allied of-
figors. ‘Thosu - officers und soldiers = who justly insisted upon recelviog
an order ifrom the Italien coverwient or who declared themsclves unwiliing to
work ou tusks pronibited by the ceuava Convention, wore aither sent to jaw gt b
et #8 undeoirubles (end among them are vulusble officers and wen colpletely
loyul to the legitimute Ivelian Coveriment), or hept in spueinl enmps in
porti Afries uncer ¢ much more rigorous tretitment Lhan tout to which the
lebour cowpunies are subjected.
.

wo of the sbove gompeniee nave beon sent to Gibrultar, All attend to

various tueks, sven if explieitly jrohibited by thu Geneva gonvention.

5 = ne pondon pudalo lust nignt (inclosure 2) broadeosst that gormetlhicnye aluilar
nas boon done in oreat rritein, The brief nature of the comsunication doog nat
peruit o cetuiloed study.

6 = From North Aftricu trensfer has been made bo Itely, wmong othors, ol ilhs
following units or personnel, howeyer, alweys rewslnlog tprisoners ol ward;

= o gcomjany of gpecinlized workers ot parl (o47th Itelicn Ploneer Gowpx ny )

which sccomplishes worke of vérious winds volusble Lo the wur efturt;

= in pucember about 150 ofticers wore cout Lo Sleily Lo orgoni = lobour

comaniee; 32 T
i £




&

Declassified E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No. Z BES! ) l5—

. "
s PRAUSLALTON of 140) E".I-f 10 pay Ll trom prshel padeglic J gontinuod):

- paTly in ley, 170 oificers were digepbariced at paples, held for u fow days
in the prison cemp at the froat &t Aversu and then sont to sleily for tie fomwu=-
tion of other lebor gomienies;

- yeterinnry officers, to render service to ;1llied militery units, without
bolug liberated firon thelr prigoner stoetus;

- in gieily thero are being orgenized some units of Arericon wilitary polleo con-
posed of prisoners, retoined us such;

- it nlso appears that Italimn prisoncrs of wur, of ordgln, reni al branch
unspecifried, are used hore snd there in the Ponlnsulé with various gllied Com-
pands even os gorvants, cooks, ote. of non-Italilen personncl, otbdill romulining
a8 prisonors of war.

7 = liow, vll this iz 4. conflict;

4)== with the setunl stute of affeirs. The /generle coneensus given by me to
Genortl pisenhower and ay irst briof mussugo to tho prisoners of wer on Ucl,
11, 194%, aid not uwuthorize ut ell the fenmpation of upnlts without the ugreo~
ment of the rtalian gommund in the detemuination of the procedurcs of forma-
tion, commund, dependency and namely, without duc regard for the mnturel rights
of the Itanlian Mution and for thoge grunted to the Nation's oig atoarey of

the fonova Conventiong

b) = with the goneva convention whiecl praseribes (art. 2) thet prisoners be
not expouved to publie curicsity, (urt. J) tnoir individuality snd thelr honor
be rrotected and (art. 51) they bo not uged for vwork directly connected with
wor operations, pariiculerly trunsport ol paterials deptined for fighting
wiits.

Wow: the prisoners of var are not sparod from putilic curiosity when
they are sent to their puthorlund to work as prisonors of wer, beering tho
pirne and tonds of their captivity, wlnost ap iY they were eriminals;

neither their stending es Itnlisn soldlers nor tiieir honor ls belng
reapocted when, with thelr status as prisonors of war, tired of long cup-
tivity in emall cemps, or with the prospect of the chunce to come somehow to
Ttuly, they are askeu to sccept rerticipetlon 1n unite under the orders and
tho diseipline of u forelgn notlion.

gvon losg so when they heve to do work oxplicitly prohibited by Lhe
geseva Conventlon, until such tims that the sonvention hoo bewn forasken by
the government, bhe only one which eun teke such uction,

It i sufriciont to romtmbor that oven during hiv caprivity tiw Itclian
soldier wmust still be conasidered on duty, subject in eviry respact L0 the
Ttalian wilitery pensl lew (art. lo and 21 of Q,F.0.)s Theratore, L prigons
ot wor eannot tot in conrliet with the tomua of the (wneva gonventlion, which
{5 v 1ow adopted by the Itellan Governme:t, unless Le hos boen ordered by and

hes the consont of the Jtallun Govermnwiut, N I3
ot

@) - with the ptute of go-belligerency of the Itullun Govermunt .
poither the prisoners of war, uor the ltallan ruople can understant how a
goldier can be co-belligeront if no i than trouted us 4 prisonct.

_j...
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v TRAMSLALTION of 1405 d t 10 uey L from jarshol padoplivg continued);

Algo tlie conperison mude in the snerican communlcation oa to the slight
fovora which the Jtelian malitary personnel, co-telligerent, are belng gruntod
ovor geruan prigsorers of war, eheniees, shows the littile conslderation thul 1s
pivon to the Italiun dignity urnad the Ttalian effort to couperste for Lie gomuon
victory.

B~ The history of the eprreemeonts proposed by the Allled govermments (Jonuary
proposuls rejectod by tue Jtulien Goverument; proposuls ol jmrch by Genvral wuciorlous
not ucetbpted Ly the goveriment and which prompted by submission of the Just wod
concllintory proposuls ot aprdl 3, 19lly) is too well known to maks it necesoury for
e to recall now the particulary,

kesentially the rtolian govermment has repoatecly ruintuiped, 1ln ita effort
o glve, also with prisoners of war, ity seximum contribution to the co-belligerency,
Lt

i the Ttalion soldiers ut presept detnined puat all cease from thelr status
f ug prisonehp, without applicutlen for bthe volunteer system, because in thia cose
el L .

3 t [ it 18 co 11;1'&{1:{} our fundusental military law; P s

|

o

- the Itadisn units to ve not Eﬂiﬁl‘lg‘r thuan o pattalion must hm-'l“.‘.ugr::r tho
dhtful end cotudl commmnd of Iteliun offSgers wiua nou-conumissioncd Oflhl‘f:_- r'e, und
\.

'|
j neeording to reguletigns of Italisn diseiplibe (Allied penal coda); N\
i
f
f .
K in Italy, &1l prisoners of war boe bipediately litsraled,

!

in every territory, Italian units Lo couwm g,.\L]r}Kl by an ITtaliun Goeneral,
spregentative of the Ttulion militery iunterests; °

s
L)
A

.

vle In the Mght of tiwse evnsideratiouns, I bog you, dear Ceneral, to obtuin,
with all the urgency required by the importauce of this nettoer, an oiliciuvl
declaration by the Allied povormmenta,

Fleuse consider what I slrveady folt my duvy to tell you upon other
peoasions, nmnely thet o most inescapuble moral law bipde the R. Govermweat Lo
the rotectlion of the watoriul fete, vut even mure the dignity and militury unonor
ol its song,

vary cordially yours,

/1 BADOGLIO
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Incl. No. 1

I LIAN POVe RiORGATIZED
(Stars & Stripes = UsS. Bureau)

NEd YORK, vay 8+ The latest news fran Ly FOW front is that
Italian prisoners in U«S. camps mey now volunteer for special
sarvice units organized on a military taslas which will aid the
Allies =in any duties except actual comtatn, the VWnr Department
announced this weakend.

Whlle still technically leaving the Italians prisoners, the
move will leave them mors on their honer, nnd they will receive
mare. priveleses than ordinuary prisonsra. prituin (s plannin:
to do the same thing with their suclish-teaed prisoners, it w
guid hera.

It's understocd that Itelian voeluntesrs may be usad mithes
ln' this ecuntry or ubhroad. LY
apokeanan sald, »js expected to release thousands
for other dutlieaw,

Currently theie are ,,L,l_‘j.En Jtalinns on POY rolls in 6
coutitry. HMost of then vere captured in the porth Lfrican camuisn.
Ttaliaus who volunteer for apeciol service duties and ars (found
mpontally and physteally qualified® will be In eharge of Italian
officers and NCOs, although U.3. ofilcers will ba in multimste
canmand® and the Ttalian units will Ye subject to Uwd. military
law ol repulatione,

The Italiana' dutles, the far nepartment said, will be freight-
hondling,  eneril labor end other such toske., Apctunlly, 1t was
anld, Hazl misonery are being used for such taasks slso hut
unider close giard. TItalion prisonsra will continus to druw B0
cents dally in addition to thelr subsistence, as prescriled by
internstional luw. Fowever, they will et e rt of this in cash
ingtead of hiving to take it all cut in PX coupona ss ordinary

frisoners do.

(Article published 1n
3tars & Stripesr of
9 Wy 1944.)
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Tncl, [Ho. &

The pritieh yinieter of War Los unnounced Elut numerous jtulian
peigonurs in grect pritain will shortly be moblilized upon their request
inte rilitery ynits, camwaiadod by highor British ofilleers, but always
under 1talion ofijcers and non-coumissioned olficers, and equipped with
the nationnl wur Llog.

These wvolunteer ocounbatants will have special breabuent compured
to those who have declibed this offer., In fouet, they will be glven proater
freedom of movemont end increused pey.

piese provisions, concluded the pritish Minister of yur, refer ounly
to prisoners stationsd in great gritein.

(COLBUNICATION wADS DY RADIO LONLION
ot 1bs0 hours on 9/5/LL)
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Selerno, 10 meggio 1944
. UAI'O DKL GOy LN

Al Signor Genergle Noel Mgson MacFarlane
Capo dellg Commissione Alleats di Contreolle

/;ji/’;"f‘?_/?'ff 4

L

Caro Genergle,

Con la Suag letterg dell's eprile u.s., Ellg
mi eomunieave che, in merito alle noatre discussioni sui militg
ri iteligni tuttora detenuti quelil prigionieri di guerra dai Go
vernl degli Statl Uniti e dellg Comuniéa Britannice, asveve ri-
chigmato 1'attenzicne dei Governi medesimi sulle regioni, da me
fatte presenti, che impedivgno gl R. Governe di gderire gl lore
punto di vistg oireg i Prineip? fondementeli :

a) — dello stgtus ai Prigionieri di guerrg mantenuto per i mi-
literi italieni gneche ceon la cobelligeranza del popolo italiagno;

b) - dells volontgrietd richiests ai prigionieri di guerra, la
quale 11 gvrebbe messi in contrasto con la legge militare fondg
mentale itgligng dell'obbligo generale gl servigzio militare, e
col Codice Pengle Militare Iteliano, che si estende gi prigionie
ri di guerra anche duranta lg prigionia;

e) - del comendo delle unitd che il rispetto della personglita

e dell'anore militare richieds sig lasciato, di diritto e di fat
t0, intieramente agli ufficialil e sottufficigli italigni, se 1
militari iteliani,come il popolo itglisne desidera, hanno da con
correre gllo mforso bellice.

Ora, con mia gragnde Aorpresa, apprendo dalle comuniegzio-
ni del giornale "Stars and Stripes,(allegato 1) e dallg redio ai
Londra (ellegato 2) ache i militari iteliani sarebbero orggnizze-
1 in unitd specigld, comandate di fatto da uffieiasli allegti,
di lavorgtori volontgri ehe dovrebbero conservare lo atgtus di
Prigionieri di guerrg.

Se coal realmente fosse, 1l R. Governo Itsliano Sarebbe
eeso, senza sloun preavviso e mentre le trattative gl riguardo
sane tuttorg pPendenti, 4i fronte gd un fatto compiuto che an
tiene gloun econte nd del suol diritti, né dei suocl desider ."'J
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E' bene rifare brevemente un esame della situgzione.

2 =~ Nel mese di ottobre u.s. una Commissione di ufficiall
smericeni comunicava ufficialmente a campl di prigionieri di
guerra ltalieni in Anerice che si intendeva cogstitulre “unsa
armate itsliana del lgvoro volontario milltare, creata "da in
tesg diretta fra il Governo degli S.U. ed 1l Governo Italieno,.
Aggiungeva che le “norme dettazligte erano gllo studio degli
Steti Maggiori Italliano ed pmericgno,. I particolaril ed ogni
modoe forniti parevano promettere la reatituzione al prigionie
ri della loro intera personglita militere, ed 11 conferimento
glle unita dells organizzazione militare itelfane col comando
affidato egll ufficieli e sottufficigli itelieni e con "rego-
lamenti e codice penale in vigore nel R.E. Italipno,, ecoc.ecc.—

Tuttgvia, sapendo che il concetio della "volontarieta,
3 contrario sll'obbligo generele militare del nostro Pmese,
cenoscendo che esso & pure contrario al disposto dell'art. 4
della Convenzione (il quale prescrive che tutti 1 prigionieri
di guerre siano trattatl nello stesso modo, con le sole diffe
renze dovute gl grado ed allo stato di gglute), e riconosgcen-
do 1lg necessit2 che, in materia cosl grave, fosse necesaario
un ordine del Governo Itelianc, il Generale itelieno pind an-
zigno fu in dovere di richigmare 1l'attenzione del Comando sme
ricano su questi punti. Essi furono presi in eonsiderazione
dgl Comgndo emericano e portarono gll'esgne e redazione =
Washington, col concorso del Generale suddetto, el primi ai
dicembre u.g8., del progetto di una orgenizzazione completa, =
tipo italigno, di tutti i prigionieri di guerra. L'autorita
Americeng concluse che essa avrebbe formato lloggette di un
accordo da sottoporre alle firme del Governi Italisno e Bri-
tannlco.

3 = Al principio del dicembre u.s. i1 Q.G. Britannico del-
1'Indig comuniceva el cempl prigionieri di guerra dell'Indiea
stesegg che era "stato firmato un gecordo fra le Potenze Unite
e il R. Governo Iteliano, sulle besi del quele si doveveno
fbrmare unitd, "di volontari, da eswere implegate *in ogni par
te del mendo, ed "a discrezione delle Polenze Allegte,, volon-
tarli che perd avrebbero conservato lo "status, di prigionieri
di guerra.

Risulterebbe che unitd dl questo genere furono mandate
dgll'Tndia a Ceylan ed in Australia; che unitd gnaloghe furo-—
no inviete dsl Sud Africa e dgl Kenya nella Siergh/ipbme, nel
1a Nigeria, nellg Costa d'Oro. _
,13)
of s !
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4 ~ Nel Nord Africe, sempre sulla base di un sedicente go-
corde come quello surricordato, 1 prigionieri di guerra ite-
1igni furono, a partire dal novembre u.s., in parte raggrup—
pati, similmente, in compegnie levoratori, comandate 4l fgtto
dg ufficigli Alleati. Coloro — ufficiali e soldati — che preig
gero giustemente i ricevere un ordine dal Governo Itgliane o
che 81 dichigrarono non dieposti a lavorare in compiti proibi-
1 della Convenzione di Ginevra, furono o mandati in America
come indesidersbili (e sono tra essi ufficigli di velore e mi
litgri di truppe pilenamente legll verso il Governo legittime
d’Itelia) o trattenuti in cempl speciali nel Nord Afriea stes
so, con trattemento assal pid rigoroso di quello a coul saomo
sottopoate le compasgnie lavoratori.

Delle compegnie suddette due sono state mandate a Gi-
bilterra. Tutte attendono g campiti vari, anche se esplicitm-
mente proibiti della Convenziane di Gilnevra.

5 — Lg redio di Londra di ieri sera (mllegato 2) informw ehe
qualcosa di gnglogo @ steto praticete in Gran Bretsgnea. La for
ma succinta della comunicmzione non congente un esgme epprofon
dito.

6 — Dall*ifrica Settentrionale sono stati tresferitl in Itg-

lig , perd sempre rimgnende "“prigionieri di guerry,, fra gli
pltri, le seguenti unitd o personali :

— ung compagnis 4i operei specializzati, a Bari (637 th Itg
lign Piomneer Company) che comple lavori di verio genere a
profitto dello sforzo bellicoj

— in dicembre cires 150 ufficigli invigti in Sicilie per
coetituire compagnie lavoratori;

- nel primi di meggio sono stati sbarcati a Nepoli, pel te
nutli qualohe giorno nel cempe prigionieri del fronte, ad Aver
sa @ pol inviagti in Sieilim per la formazione di altre compae-
gnie lavoratori, 170 uffieialiy

— uffieigll veterinari, per prestare servizi ad unita mili-
tari glleate, senza essere liberati dello stato di prigioniaj

— In Sieilig 8l stenno organizszende, con prigionieri, con-
servatli tali, alcuni reparti di polizia militare emericana

- Risults pure che prigionieri di guerra itsliaeni, di pro-
venienza, grado, arma imprecisati, sono implegakl qui: '13?. el
la penisola presso comendi vari Alleati anche come ntt:ﬁ arﬁ-i.
cucchl ego.di persongli non italiaeni, sempre rimanendo prigio—- _

e 13)
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nieri di guerra.
7 = Ora, tutto questo t in ocontrasto @

a) 8la con la replth dei fatti., Il consenso generico dato da

me gl Cenersle Eisenhover ed il mio breve primo messaggio al

prigionieri 41 guerra, dell'll ottobre 1943, non eutorizzavg

no affatto la costituzione di unitid penza i1 concorso del Co-
mando Iteligno nella determinazione delle modalita di forma-~
zione, di comando, di dipendenza, @ 0iod senza la doverosa tu
tela del diritti naturali della Nazione Italimna e di quelli

concessi apl popoll firmatari della Convenzione di Glnevraj

b) sla con la Convenzione 41 Ginevra ohe vuole (art. 2) che

i prigionierd siano sottratti alla pubbliocm curiositd, (art.3)
oche eiano tutelati nella loro perscnaellitd e nel loro onore; e
ahie (art., 37) non signo sdibiti g lavori che hanno dirette
rapporte con le operazioni della guerra @ particolarmente a
tregsporti di materigli deatingti ad unili combattenti,

Ora t non sl sottraggone 1 prigionierl di guerra alla
pubblica ocuriositd quendo 11 si msndano in Pptrim a lavorare
quali prigionierl di guerra coi segni e col vincoli della loro
cattivith quesi che fossero delinquenti ;

non si rispetta nd la loro personglitd, nd 11 lo-
ro onore guande prigionieri di guerra stanchi del irovarsi da
tanto tempo rinchiusi in atretti cmipi, o nella prospettiva di
poter venire comunque in Italia, vengono invitati ad aocettare
di entrare a far parte di unita agli ordini 4 een la diseipli-
na 4i una Nagione straniera.

Tanto meno poi quande debbono complere lavori
esplicitegments proibiti dglla Convenzione di Ginevra, sino a
elie nan sl mig ad essp rinungiato da parte di chl mclo pud fg
re le rinunsie, e clod 11 Governe.

Bastl ricordare che anche durante la priglonig, 1l al-
litare italiano deve essers considerato sempre come in servizio,
gon piena estensione nei suol riguardi della legge penmle mili-
tare italigne (art. 16 e 215 del C.P.G.). Quindi 11 prigienierc
di guerra non pud audare cantro la Convenglone di Ginevra, che
d legge adottata dallo Stato Iteligno, se naon na ha l'ordine
A4 1)1 consenso del suo Governoj

e) sig con lo mtato di cobelligeranga dello Stato Italiane.

Neé 1. prigionieri di guerra né 11 popolo 1ttlil.lz”p0nrg
no comprendere come un soldate possa essere cobelligerghte’ .
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poel & trattato dm prigioniere.

Del reateo, il parsgone che & atato fatto nellg comni-
opziocne gmericang, del lievi vantaggi materigli che, rispetto
pi prigionieri di guerra tedeschi, nemici, si concederebbero
gl militari iteliaeni gobelligergnti, dimostra quele poco con
to teluno facoim della dignitd iteliena @ dello sformo italig
no .per coancorrere alla vittoria comine.

§- Troppo nota & lo svolgimento degll socordi proposti dal
Governi Alleati (proposte del gennaio non pocettate del Gover
no Italiano; proposte del marzo del Generale MacFarlane non
pccettate dal Governo e che mi hanno dato mode di presentare
le eque proposte conciliptive del 3.4.44) perché io gbbim qui
g riocorderne 1 particalari.

In scostanza, cilot, il Governo Itgligno ha ripetutamen-—
te soatenuto, nell'intento di dare, anche can i prigionieri
di guerra, 11 masaimo gpporto alla cobelligeranzp che =

— i militari iteligni tuttora detenuti devono cespaare dello
atatus ai prigionieri, tuttl, senza ricorrere sl volontarismo,
perché questo &, in questo camso, caontrario ella nostra legge
fondementale militare;

~ le unitd itgligne, che han da essere nan inferiori pl batig
glione, aigno di diritto e di fatto comandate da ufficigli e
sottufficigli italimni, con i regolementi di discipling ita—
ligni (codice pengle alleato);

~ in ogni territorio le unitad itgliane miano comgndate da un
Genergle italigno, rappresentante degli interessi militari itg
lignis

— in Ttelig i prigionierli di guerra signo tutti subito libe-
rlﬂ .

9-— cid poeto, 10 La prego, Signor Genergle, di ottenere,
con tutta 1l'urgenzas che l'importenza di questa materia richie
de, una precisapzione ufficigle dal Governi Alleatl in merito.

Voglia tener ben presente quanto giA gltra voltas ho
avute 11 dovere di dichiargrle, e ciod che unag imprescindibale
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legge morgle fa obbligo gl R. Governo 4i tutelgre, dei suoi

figli, la sorte materigle ed spnoor piu la dignitd e 1'onore
militare.

';m,@&“"“-’m
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ITATIAN POWs HEORGANIZED.
( Stars end Stripes U. S. Bureau )

NEW YORK, may 8. The latest new from the POW front im that
Ttehign prisoners in U. 5. ocaup@ may now volunteer for special
service units organized on a military besis which will eid the
Allies "in eny duties except sctual cambgt" ,The War Department
announced this weekend.

While still technically leasving the Italign prisaners, thew
mowe on their honor, and they will receive more privileges than
ordingry prisonera. Britain is phanning to do the same thing with
their BEnglish-bgsed priacner:, it mae &old hare.

I4' s understood that Italign volunteers may be uzsed either
in this country er sbroad. The arrangement, & War Department epo=
kesman saidt * is expected to release thousgnds of U.S. acldiers
for other duties.

Currently there are 50.136 Italians on POW rolla in this
country. Moat of them were captured in the Nortn Africgn cempalgn.
Ttglien who volunteer for specigl service dutiea and are found
» mentglly end physically quglified " will be in charge of Ita=
1ign officers and NCs, although U.S. officers will be in "ultimete
commgnd® snd the Iteliesn unita will be subjeet to U.S. military
lsm gnd reguletions.

The Italign’® s duties, the War Depsriment saild, will be frele
ght-hgndling, general lgbor gnd other such taskk. also but under
cloae guard. Italien prisoners will continue to draw 80 centa
deyly in sdditien to their subsitence, as prescribed by internatio=
ngl lew. However they will get a part of thia in cash inategd of
heving to texe it gll out in FX coupons as ordinary prisoners do.

( ARTICOLO FPUBBLICATO SUL GEORNALE
STAR AND STRIFES~-
del 8 meggio 1944 )

3231)




I1 Ministro della Guerra britannico ha comunioe-
to che numerosi prigionieri italiani disloecmatl in Gran
Bretggna Bgranno gquanto prima mobilitati, dietro loro
richiestsa, in formaezioni militari, el comando dd uffi-
oiali superiori britannici, ma alle dipendenze sempre
di ufficimli e sottufficiali iteliani, forniti dell'in
segne negziongle di guerrs.

questi volontari combattenti avranno uno specia-
le trattamento di fronte sgli sltri che hanno declinato
1'offerta. Infatti ad essi sard data una meggiore liber
tA di movimento ed una pega sumentais.

Questi provvedimenti, ha concluso 1l Ministro del
1a Guerrs britannico, riguardano soltento 1 prigionieri
disloocati in Gran Bretagna.

(COMUNICAZIONE FATTA DA RADIO LONDRA
glle ore 16.30 del glorne 9.5.1944)

J2 3t
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