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TRANSLATION

4 . cuva dei Tirreni, 1 April 194L1L.
HIGH CoMUISSIONER FUR FRISOMLRG OF WAR

39/144

ear general:

I thank you for the communications mude per letter Ref. ¢o/G/161
with respect to the reguest for assignment of Jltallan officers, prisoners of
war, in the troop camps of Egypt.

In this conneetion I believe necessury to indicate the Tollowing;

1. 1t is certein that il = eg is to be hoped - o goneranl egreoment
will be reasched c¢oncerning the prisoners of war, the aim would surely be
reached if Ttalian yUnits will be formed everywhere aud with 4ll the pris-
oners, as 1g propoced by the R. ltalilun government. Instead, this would
not be the cuse 1f units were composod only of #volunteeran, or if in come
territories 1t would not be deemed rosslble to form such units,

2s The reguest unswers a real necessity - slready recognized end prec—
ticed in the cunps of Indie and also of JAwericsa, withaxcellent results, when
Italy waos not yet @ co-btelllgerent. HNow that Itely ie co=belligerent, it ape-
peara that there should be no diff'iculty in carrying out the proposual, 1f the
Italian Government believes it might be useful for the good of the Italian
eitizens, who at this moment are still detuined as prisoners of war, without
being harmful, but rather being to the adventage of the detaining Powers.

3. Thie request does not appear to conflict wiih the provisions of the
Goneva gonvention, which does not proscribe seperation between offilcers and
troops., It admits, implieitly, to npply to officers the respect owed to runk
ond ege, but not to impede g reanlization which could insteud brunefit the masg
of the prilsonersg,

L. Finolly, the feet thut in the troop campz theve wlll be officors
already, would greutly facilitete the hoped=for forumtion of Itulian Unite
with military porsonnel now prisoners of war, sccording to what is intended
by ths agreamunt which 1s under consideration.

Mespectlfully.

/Hff (len. Metro Gazze
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cc/a/161

reesy/r

29th, Merch, 19.L.

MRORANTN

TOs Genaral Pletro Guzzers,
Algh Commissipner for prisoncrs of War.

Fiicke Chiof Commissioner,

Reference your momorandum No.9 of 2lst. Werch rogerding Itolisn frisoners of
War in REgypt.

2 The situation of which you complain would naturally be remedicd if we had
been eble to reach agreement on the subjoat of the gonersl ngroemont roguxrd ing
FPrisoners of wWer wshich we huwe reoently been discussing. In the sbasencs of such
an agreement it would be contrary to the established poliey snd to the intenticns
of the Convuntion to confine officers in the samé oemps a8 soldiers,

343

NOFL MASON MACFARLANE,
LicutenanteBeneral ,
Chiaf Cormivaloner,

)i
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Ahbreviationa :. 1 7 f 0 ravernment., ir—bhfxa!f’

eva Canventlaon, gyiﬁb

' in BUYFT are not "aseloted" by thelr offic
of morale which lo helped by ignorance of )
me, “hla leseena thelr fa'+-M 19 the Rl % esg,

Itnl. Tpa
there 18 l1lnes
sltuatlon at h

Trustees are chosen by P.W. (4nt, 43 of sCy) But howavn
the H.C.2. , lack of officer help i3 verlous,

C.APE, 43 (the only art. dealing with Ehid aanect) thoug
establishing 2fficer camps, does not “opbid theip aaslipament

Lo soldlers campo. This l1a paralleled by e presence 0F goldlera
as orderlles eto in the officer: campq,

Yrapence of pronortion of afflceru in goldiers ocamne fratepg
epirit of co@belligarency pa the lneresre In morale and Kgowladye
of eveanta, which beforehand (1.e. pre—arm) tice) might huve
conotituted a danger, will now redound to tha ecowdlt af the
Allled cause & bEence 18 worthk ~f pepions connideration,

before the armeltles the Allted povernments hed a'lowed Lad
ofllcers to be present on snldierg capps to =maintaln dlaeipline:
e Gen, Wavell allowed a few officera %9 eammand gEroung i
D%, camps in Indla. It was also allowed by the Ameprlecang |
Tencasee and Arkansas. (Wrliers nersonal experiencs ),

 WAIR A.C.C., therefore refer the cace favonrably te the Allled
“owere., Thle requeat applles partilcularly to Egynt but genorallsy
to other I'W. campe whera the fame factors apply.

L.G. mete great stope on High morale 1n DLW, evern vhough they
are ndt at preasent requlred to aselat in actunl fighting ngalnat
the enemy.

!
ul

/ ;
o7 linroh, /;,ciw-' L Lt., Col.
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