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REAR HEADQUARTERS
ALLIED (ONTROL COMMISSICN
Public Safety Sub-Commission

1 March 1944

SUBJICTy Freight Movement,

TO : Lt. Col J. Bennett (B), Rear Psrty Commander.

In compliance with written order Lt. Col. Rogers (A) dated 22 December
1943, I prepared for shipment oy cea all the freight of the Rear P rty of the
Forward feheslon of ASC which was stationed at Palermo, from that plsce to Naples
and Smlerno. The resight weighed 15 Tona exclusive of 8 motor vehicles. The
freight consisted of office furniture and supplies as well as beds, cots, mat-
tregpes, r tions and officers' esxcess baggage, a.l of which wes either crated,
boxed, barrelled, bapged or bundled and all was properly stenciled and marked,
The lot wasdelivered ship side 14 Fab, 1944 &and was loeded on two vessela. On
18 Feb., 19l4, the freight was unloaded from the vessasls at Naples and dispatched
to the various sub-commissions in Neples and Selernc. Because of cartain irreg-
ular incidents exp:rienced all of which you were advised and which your perscnal
inapection revesled to be obviously a basis for this informal report for whet-
ever disposition your good judgnent and wisdom directas.

(1) Each vehicle was in custody of a British Driver all of whom carry their
personal kits in their vehicles., The vehicles wers lashed above deck, after
much delay at the dock in Naples all personnel weas ordered ashors, the drivers
of the vehicles remeining close by mshore to raceive their vehicles s they

were unloaded, Between the time of the unloading of persounel and the unlocding
of the vehicles which was sevaral hours, the kita of 3 drivers wore looted alley-
edly by the unloasding crew which were colored Americen soldiers.

(2) The telence of the freight was in hold # 5 end was loaded into the

cargo net by a group of colored Amsrican soldiers who allegedly forced the

lock on a box of Capt. Krupa conteining hid personal property, ie. 1 9 Beretta
pistol, 1 gt. bDoitle of Seagrams VO bl:nded whiskey, 2 large Irish Linsn table
cloths, 1 ledy's aillver broech and pumerous othir small items sll oi which

nre missing es a matter of fact evarything in the box was taken,

(3) On two occassions the boom rope parted as a lift was attempted causing
dama;e to the fraight in the net whin it crashed. This accounts for considerable
damage to some of the furniture and possibly the total destruction of a small

pum +r of the fregile constructed boxes &and cratea.

(4) Upon arrivel in Neples I suggested the entire shipment bs di d to
n central depot for distribution, which wons agr e¢d to by Capte. Ha (B),
acting HY Commnndant who erranged transportation which arrived 8 hours later,
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The transportstion was drawn f{row the Port Pool end the drivers ware dir-
ascted to teke their loads to the Provincias Building (ground floor) where
a ¥rge room wes evallable end which was agreed upon &8s a cantral depot &s

described supra.

¥ithout my kn'wledge the drivers were met at Provincla Building, and
ordered to unloed only furniture at that place, the valence of their load
to be disyosed ef ms follows:- Beds, mattrussss, and rutions to 61 Via
Madins end ooxed freight to 5 Via Medina end 51 Via Sente drigida. This
order was apparsntly issued Ly the Regimental Bupply Offizer for the pur-
pose of geining custody of all T of E supplies becemss no accountabillty
wos ever entered when such supplies were originslly acquired by the sub-
commisgions. To acco-plish this, Col Lareshaw (A), S-4, through his assis-
tant Capt. Crsle (A), oriered ell freight examined. A work party headed by
Corporsl Callahen (A) begsn the op ninj; of all boxed freight with 1little or no
discration, typewriter of British and Italien origin impounded as well as those
of Americen menufecturs, somse dameged in removing them from their boxes,
Field desks and gafes were impounded likewise. The bottoms or even the sides
of the bores were pried open instead of the 1lid or top. In some ingtrnces
the tops upon which the identifyin, shipping symbol znd numeral was st enciled
were, after being pried off, cnst aside thersby causing mich difficulty in
ascertuining to whom the contents of the lidless JoXx belonged.

(5) & large locked metal box containing the personal property of Lt. Col
C,R.5. Herris (B) was forced op:n. Cpl. Callshsn stated that this incident

wus a mistake.

() One small fragile box symbol ADM numeral 1109 containing two letter
boxas end a series of me 8 of Itely is missing,

(7) Ome large box symbol SEC (no numbeal) contmining maps, poper staock,

blank forms, etc., is missing, 1In addition I heg to inform that a pri or
consigmment of freight was shipped by sea from Palermo to Noples by me

Jan. 1, 1944, This shipment was not officer accompanied boceuse no provisions
for p rsomnel was authorized by the transportation section on the vessel

used, Severnl losses were brought to my attention on 13 Feo. 1944 in Faplas.
I was successful in locating &ll but one I the reported losses in warious
werehouses, store snd supply rooms. I waa unsble to locate one lerge box
symbol HQ-7 numeral 890, this the property of the Dritish Juartermastsr

Sbres conteining flushlliphts, botteries, mallets, oll bottlas, eto.

Assuring you, 3ir, under edverse circumstences I sincerely endeavored
to the besat of my sbility to discherpe this essignment efficiently and trust
whet I did accoumplish meets with your approval.

/8/ Fred C. Fhilby
Reapaetfully submittaed, FRel C, PHILAY, lst Lt,
Spec. Hea. = Freight Officer.
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