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¢ =

& APO 394

27 February 1944
SUSJECT: MNewspaper Article - Paolo Searfoglie.
7o ¢t Vice President, Administrative Section, ACC,

1. On 25 and 26 February 19)) & reconnaissance was made of the Salerno
Region by the Agriculture Sub-Commission (referred to in the lsst paragraph
of newspaper article), AFindings are summarized below:

see attached
a., Threec land improvement districts (Bonifica) are locsted south
and exst of Salerno, The one closest to Salernc is a camparagtively old
project consisting of a total of about 16680 hectures, This project is fully
developed and no land suitable for cultivation was found to be idle,

be Of the total arcas inthe two remaining projects (7276 hectares
and 17250 hectares respectively) preliminary survey revealed that approximately
5000 hectyres of good tillable land may remain idlethis crop year unless action
is taken to obtein essential seed, tractors, and farm mechinery and inﬁucg the
owners to cultivate the land, Of these 5000 potentislly idle hecteres, It
is estimated that 1000 are suitable for potatoes and 1000 for corn. The rew
maining 3000 could be used for tomatoes or other crops if conning and other
facilitiea ars made aveileble, In previous yesers the major portion of the idle
land in question was used for either tobacco or suger bects, Army instsllations
have teken over most of tobacco installations and AFHG has ruled ageinst impor=
tation of sugar beet sezd,

2. Results of preliminary survey were discussed with and mede evailable
to Region II Agriculturel Officer located in Salerno Frovince and to our lieison
officer with linistry of Agriculture.

F3e JItems in plan of asction egreed upon follow:
8, All facts obtained to be made available to Miniater of Agriculture,

be Detoiled survey of three Bonifica to be completed immediately in
cooperation with Minister through Frovincial and other local Itelian officials.

ce HQ/ACC/Agrie o take necessary action to divert adequate seed
potatoes to meet neods az revealed oy deteiled survey Q? ) and to endeaver
to secure other ze=d needs,

de Frogram to assure utilization of 21l idle lend to be formulated
in cooperation with Italian Agriculture officiaels, This progrem to be executed
by Bonifica officials under supervision of Ministry if necessery to induce
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lergze land ownera to participate in progrem. Informition, which mey or may
't be reliable, suggested that a few large land owners refused to buy
available potato seed; first, becsuse price was too high; and second, bseause
- - they were unwilling to obligete themselves to sell surplus produced through
| officinml channels,

o About two months sgs the Azriculture Sub-Commission and Rerdon III
agricultural officer egreed to maximize potato Production in Campania toi

8. assure adequate supplies for Naples and other Civilian end
Military needs, Campania was until last year or so major surplvs potato area,
Land and climate are well suited for that purpose,

be utilize land formearly used for flower seed produciion and other
non=easential crops,

¢, eliminate secd potato trensport and spoilage problems, if at
last monemt ships from U. K., or elsewhers were foreced to ugload on west instead
of on eaat coast as scheduled, '

5. To @ssure svuilbbility of maximum proportions of total productions
for militery and civilian needs, speciasl coutrzet forms were prepared and are
being used in Region III, Thesc forms specify both the price of seed potatoes,
and the amount and price of fertilizers to be sold to each potato producer,

In return the potato grower is obliged to emess at specified price about 95%
of ell potatoes produced. Recommendations were made to obler Regions to use

e similar contract form modified to meet speeinl local conditions, It was
also recommended that every effort be made to concentrate distribution of seed
in surplus potcte producing areas such as are usually represented in land
development projects (Bonifica),

be To implement the efforts of the limited number o Allied officers
evailable for work on agricultursl probdcms, instructions have been issued to
Regions and to the llaison officer of the Agricultural Sub~Commission to work
through the Ministry and field officers thersof to maximize vroduction of
potatoes on such areas,

Te A speclal survey will be mede of the situntion on the Tenagio Valley
land developuent project, also referred to in newspaper article, at earliest
possible date,

Bs Attached 1s copy of self-cxplanatory memo to Regional Agricultural
officers concerning the distribution of seed potato imports. In addition
to assigning seversl officers for work with the Regions, the Agricultural
Sub-Commission is encoureging, diredtly and through the Ministry, Italian
hgricultural officers in the field to concentrate on securing most advantegeous
distribution of seed potato stock,

Viee FPresident

#ZI HENRY GRADY
Econdmic Section




T

Declassified E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No. ,75/':5—-‘@/ é’:'

7 RAND falean
GOVERIMENT AND FOTATOES /ZS
: o=

In spite of the dista .ce at 1ich they want to condemn it, t Covernment must make
naples feel the proxindty of Iiberated ltaly. Up to now the cure of this pgreat patient
hes bees* carried on through correspondence, nnd what e correspondences

Anyvey the Neapolitans have not altogether given up hope, aud that ig samething. Just

as no onse will be sble to testify sufficiently to the horrible life of the pecple of
Naples during bhe bombings, so no one will understand in future the stmenge miracle DY
wvhich one forgotten people, who have neither vork nor savings, have created & kind of
fictitious eirculation by which the black stock exchange both bleeds and feeds the same
poor creatures, who by & contmsi emong these forces when Schneider called a "justifica-
tion of strength®, are deprived of vhat was sold belire, or they are colled to account
for that manly dignity that has been successively snatbhed avway from them with a de-
groding gesture, or they have been reproached for their conditicn of a beaten pecple
which .nly a fev seconds befare the radio has assured them it was a moral duty to Accepts.

T wish the Government of Marshall Badoglio would listen to me, not odly beceuse I
thought it my rolitieaml end journalistic duty to support bim when he (id hie best to
gseve Itely from the danger of being asphyxiated by the cafavircus stench of the fascist
Imzarus; nor did I tulnk it honest, even if dingerous, to follow th: easy demago uery
of "not being entengled", I wish b would pay me fexr attention in the neme of the
sorrows of @ city which even in its present abjention epjears mognennmnoun to me like
the women of Messina who neked carfded the stones to the soldiers for the defense of
the weslls of their town; b-cause 'he striking impudence of this simister and begparly
1life is nevertheless like the fighting of wild beasts to defend their youmg or like

an erray of wolves who know how to bite and live. But you should know that bestillty
can pgo no further, Le huve reached the limivs of the amends which belongs to every
Ttdl ignes Henceforth you should throw in the sea the ruins of this institutionml
question and stop playing politics to pass ever to hwman vork. There are oilly a few
months left to reach the harvest which would mean the death of tens of thousands (also
if you had the power td enforce) deliveries to the ammassi end transportation in the
provinces, In Campania sewing has been almost bil., Grein in the province costs
between six =nd seven thousand lire per guintal. Haples cennot receive same for per-
hape less than tvelve thousand lire. How can we get out of this abyss. .

The Allies have been genercus with us, Hot to acknowledge that would be rank ingrati=-
tude, And we nuet help them, not render more difficult their tesk, The main problem,
vhich is that of the distribution of & single food, but in unlimited quantities, has

not been studied yet. The black market canuot be uprocted until in the lower as well

as in the first stage, there will be one dish only, but sbundant., There is but one affi-
cient remedy; to teke steps toward a quick but fruitful sewing and there is but one

plant that can save us, that 1s the potatoe,.

In Selerno region, in front of the most fertile plains in Itely, the pattipaglia-

Agro oli zone, the reclaimed land of the Sele, the Tenego valley, the government

might mobilize s hundred thousand men, requisition twenty or thirty thousandshecters,
perheps from those fascists who have stolen sll the public land of thet regibh, and

take eteps, right now, to prepere the lerge underground harvest that would be cur safety,
‘me hectere can produce & hundred guintels of potatoes: twenty thousand hectares can
produce two million qu ntals that by themselves and alone, would suffice to feed Naples
well for a year. Vicinity helping the price could be lowered bo seven lire and would
finish off at once the hlack market and its demon.

Think of this, you men of the Government. It is a question of living and with sweat:
any other vay leads to a cro:cs roads end & bloody crosg roads.

FLOI0 SCATFOGIIO
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