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HEfI EIE l ot me 1 »

SUATECT: Rleotlons in Croation ISTRIA.

7o :  Allied Porce ieadquartors.
Attn: (=5 Ceoction. l \
| B

=~

1. Herowith is formarded copy of a lotter dated 15 Jan=-
uary received from the Italian Prime Minister concerning
sleotions which took place in that part of 15THIA south of the
River BRAGOGA. The lotter deals with & subjeoct ontalda the

jurisdiction of thds Conmission.

2, Coples of the Prime Minlaber's letter have aloo been
foraaxrded to the U and Hritish Embasslies who will, it 1z under-
stood, take the mattor up with thelr respective Coveraments. The
covernments mey wish toftake the matber up with their misasions in

BRIGRATE,
Por the Chlef Commlasloner:

Bripadier,
tyacutive Cormdesioner,

Oopy to: OA Sectlon, /
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|
l'._|. k 1 lﬂq l

lapliarn, Tob. 2ad, 1940

2 bha ave of the darartuss of the Allied aXx aorts 1'or Yeugzin
Giulde, wo rendind Your -Xaoellunoy aof the regime of ter-or estublished
in tho 4cne b-cunled by the Yupoolavs Ly Tito'n troups, agsincl the
mepts loving, anrdwobs iy and ~pteintie Jtaliun ropuloeticoi,
pants, 1M Jaoartationn, maseaorwn, whie Millad with anrines
folbe, +iolenea, thrests, 1L mipration on & grand senle from
wgr of riles is the officea of
xyvart thi popillintlon Irom ex~

~HLLA
vy from heyond the bormder, ohm il
Atnl ntntintios nud elockoral links,
rosaing lts Lomling d ftw will.

t ia esountial that, in uesomdnnge WL a Amiatier clnupes,
eriecn troope should Dunsuyy all Yenepls Lig, thet all

L rlo e
ssoule desorted bo liberetod, And Rk nll letrians, &nd inkabltants ol

s nnd JArd Wno ave now takan shelter in “taly be mnn e to Totes

‘hug only ocoulu L 41licd gomuiegiion raullse tlie ethricnl situntion

nf tha region bni uake & jupt decimion in ned sptience with the “rin-

alples of the Atlantlo Churt,

i li'.lﬂﬂr"i'ﬂ ]\}r }"‘f}’.irtl.

a. lho loghorn Committon ToX
Vanszin Glulls

5163
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Nef:  2BOE/290/EC. 7 pebrvary 1946,

- 7FEQ 141

My decr ¥r. Priwe Minlater:

I an writing to ackuowledge vecelpl ol yous letter [r
[10e 5/29 of 15 Tmmery voncerndng eleoticas in istria., 1 boye )
taker the matter up with the US and British Smbappdes who will 4

in all rmbﬂ,hjlj_tﬂ" rel'nr the matter to theil -I'ﬂ-'ﬂ-’i’-ﬂﬂtivﬂ' (FOVET -
s to, It 48 o matter whilch 1s oulside ng Jguriadictlon and

with whieh T ans de 1itile other than forverd vour letter to the
appropriate cunrtels,

LOWL'E vYeiy LJ'."HJ.;-,'.

Is/ Cllery V(. €ione

ey W » YAV I
Rear jAdmiral, TSR
Cidiel Comdssioner

Dott, Alelde da Cavpeli;

President ot the Council of' "indslers,
The Italian Government,

RO M X,

CA Eﬂtinn./

¥
'Copy to:




f? : .;;"_ i
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SURIRCY: Kleotloos in I00%Io,

0 1 US Embasgy,
Hritich Prbasay,

flerewitn in foorwarded copy of a letter dated {15th
Jenuary reoclved from the Italisn Prime Mnister concerning
olevtions which twok placve in that part ef IUTRIA South of the
naver DRAGOGHA.  The wnitter was reised with Folads (A) and (B
who conalder that it sdght be reforred to your GCovermment in
casa 1t mey wish to take the mather up with 1%s Miesions in
HRTORAVE.,

ror the Chded Comdsederers

Exmoutive Compdssnionar,

Copy to: OCA Enﬂﬁ:.‘.un./
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MINISLERQ DEGLI AFFARI ESIRRI Tr - Copy

No, 5/29 Rome, Januery 15th, 1946

Dear Admirel STONE,

You are certainly awere that during the second haelf of November
lagt, some elections, which were snnounced &= "Administrative®, took place
in the so ocalled "Crostian Istria® (by such name, the Yugoslav pretend to
designete that part of Istris south of the river Dragogna).

Should these elections have had nv different purpose than of
providing for the locel administration, 1 would not have desmed it necezsary
to intereat you in the matter. DBut, on the con‘rary, they were greatly
transformed in such a way thet they ended up by veing e true and proper poli-
tical speculation for the purpoese of showing the unanimous will of the Slav
apd Itglian populations of the whole of the Venezia Giulia to see the region
snnexed to Yugoslaviae

It hes not been possible to clearly identify what legislative
measure wee the base for hodding said elections. 4All real gusrantees were
mieging for the formation of electoral rolls, the secrecy and the freedom of
the ballot,

The elections took place in en intimidetory atmosphere, <+n many
places the Italiens were subject to threats, ranging from the warning that
the non-voters would have been deprived ¢f food ration carcs to serious mensaces
sgainst the freedom and evep egeinst the life of those who would hawe failed
to go to the polls. +*ropaganda speeches and posters stated that non-voters
and those opposing the only ticket were to be considered &8 being the enemies
of the Ypeople's cause®, which was identified with the Yugoslav cause, Before
and during the slections many persons were arrested,

There can be no doubt that the elections® results were artificielly
and unscrupulously altered., HAccording to Yugoslav figurea, the affluence to
the polls would have been nearly one hundred percent, and nearly unanimous would
have glso been the vote in favour of the only ticket,

Yet, from countless reports in my possession, there is a well
grounded evidence that those who abstained from voling were very numerous, and
there were very many blank ballots and ballot forme hailing Italy.

The true purpose of such pseudo-elections wae made clear in the
final stage of the electcral operations, when & "Regional Fopular Committee

of digtria” was elected at FParenzo,
6. ‘-':1**‘51“%“1
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in the "Asgembly® which was to choose

tioned Committee's members, clesrly
were held under the

gn association

The spesches delivered

among ite components the apove men
showerd that the "democratic and gecret? elections

leadership of the "Italo-Slovenian antifascist Union®,
which is known to be dominated by Yugoslay agenis.

Among the delegates present in Parenzo there wers some self-
ptyled delegaies from Fola and from Trieste as well as some represeniatives
of the "Comitato Regionale Fopolars del litorale Sadoveno", of the Yugoslav
Militery Administretion in lstria and even & member of the Yugoslav

Congtituent Assembly.

Several speakers have aesserted the unenimous (*Plebiscitary”)
will of the population of dstria, Trieste and Pola to join the Federal
Yugoslav Republic. It has been furthermore declared that the members (15)
named by the "Regional Fopulsr Committee of lstria” ewe the only authenkic
representatives of the popular mill of the Venezia Giulia.

and solemnly reaffirmed in

Such aspertions huve been summed up
on behalf of said popula-

e final motion in which it has been sleo stated,
tions, "the firmest resolve to keep on marching under the leadership of

Marshal Tito and the decision to fight against any attempt to separate
lstrie or sny part of the Venezia Giulie from the Yugoalav Republic®,

In view of the above, 1 cannot fefrain from expreesing to you,
dear Admiral Stone, in your capacity of Ghief of the Allied Commission,

my high aisapproval for such msthoas of political
to genuine democretic spirit, and from formulating my protest and all my

ressrves &6 to this new scheme attempted by the Yugoslavs to coerce Or
myetify the will of the Italisms of lstria,

Believe me, Dear Admiral Stone,
Very sincerely yours,

(Bgd) DE GASFERL

=

struggle, which are foreign
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