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"hia will no% be = long letier, for 14 L1¢ & guerter pret 8
Wit an koupr ago I comnlated £ dArlve of %55 wiles.
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1 kend left here at Lhr'ae O clock yeprlerakiy &Siju 1

the narth and wapt ' the Eeazlon. Howavor I 11d want Lo tnike ARAvVEDLEZE

af the {asct that® Hoelpchar 18 eolng dowl to Rone by pl&one Lomorrow al) (0 .

let you huve Lhe ~anarnl news of the sltuatlon OB I {found it. I shaall

not kilve you A& report ol the tnlk between Tom Henn, Con Benunn AN
L A ruge you will Le having

vaelf, at Udlne on the 184 -~ FPrilday lapBy be |
e cogmlote report from Tom Henn, who should be Ilyl down Lomorrow, |
Monday, &nd 1 do not want tn complicante the -~icture g pepparets

reporl. ¥e weérs 11 three in colnlete Agreemuntl 0L w € naln AaspecLeE

of the crege. Tom will tell you that I aw ent 11‘131 propared to do Gnyblhilg
that you wotnt ne o do i the matter of the Bub iutgiri'. ar Heglon.
Foepibly first one sand then the other 1 Lthe anBwer. In &0y choe 1t looks

o 10 Lhe mAtLter muat firat toke shape under ALG Elghth Army.

L]

| i
"mm
by
W

#

I had long wanted to hsve n Il round the pnorthern poart of Lhe
Keglon, but Lihe Ve problemx had rniher interefered with the plens = had
ande. Hosever I thought that 1 gnw two days clear - or ruLher & gAYy Ana j

-

half = and I cdld in fact et awy Al shout helf past three yesboerdany. |
e went ptralght to Belluno where I found Nellle Farren getlling ou :

very wall end the whole countryolde lockling wvely -1ick gora oeccpful than I
e the ovoeslon of my first vislt. There wers very few ingtunces of

patrliottl under Aries In any cape he hab not yet had hlo finanl paphde, i
that 1p fixed for Trursday next, and I hooe Lo he press L. I had 0 tnlk
wity his trefect who ieg 9 blt worrled aboul the M ublic anfety aAspeci,

at I thiak theat, tneing ao broad view the siltuntion l1la geltling aown

fpoter then one anticipnted. ®e d1id not stop at Belluno but ran on ir '
Cortina d'Ampezzo, where we ptayed the nlght. This place wis & Ceriinn
Lazaretetadt aad e otill full »f Germsan wounded, The 11,4, 85th Divielon
ie keeping an eye on the gituation nnd the wnunded HIe belng [‘1“’1:'1 ! Away
falrly stesdlly. mhe Germanyg first came here in the sutumn of 1943
g0 that they hnve had tlme to gebt falrly fully dug 1n, Goplett Uhe
C.h.0. had few troubles, except Gersens, ond ho thought that they would
fnlo MwAY . T™he scenory end climite nre both fipne and 1 am pl ﬂllf“
ta ave o villa up thers to which 1 ecan send boilh of ficers o d EX/OR for |
weok ends i1 the cool mountain nir, when Padova geta 190 hot in t!;n
BrRnne . Thias will not prepent any Alfflculty,
Today we started off by driving 1o Polzann, throuah BErumico n 1

and Epepspaneone. In the courpse of the drive we netl long conyoys of
German military vehiples, packed wiilh Garaans, &l! ériving soutn Lo

thelr voncentration arosg, I ng told that the U.S. II Corpe has been
evencunting Goraans from this aren at Lhe rete of 10,000 n day.
I wup :T_rl"-r"l"ll the sgtisnatle that it would take snothet ten Adayg AL Lthie

rate Yo olear the aren and that even then there nou’d be mtiny thousnds
T meti i the hille., I must say that I looked very enviously st the
maps of MT particularly ot the large nuaber af pasenger curryling cars,
I can understand the argument that theae cnra hive ta bo left wi
gearasing for Lthe moyvne gounthwamle, but I cannot hélyn W "*-11"5 that
they deo reach thelr goncentratlsn nren theoe calln should be mide
-atle, elther to us or to the Iltallan '*}ﬂ'ln-rn en t. nany of the
af course Italinn wehicleg which hive bLeen rn.r.lluit.iﬂﬂﬂf'-"

There wre plenty of euldences of fairly wholesale Germinl z#tion,
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and the like. The na af the tomns hed been -ftén Allered from thelr
Itrlinn ptyle to thelr Gerann style. Certalnly fron Dubblaco Lo

Bol xanod tha whole Rgpect of the ¢ountry 16 practically indlatingulshable
from that which one remembers farther north in Austria, The houses, and
churchea and inne were Jjust thHe gamo, The chlldren were of ten flaxen hul
-8d. The =en wopre gEreen Alpilns hats with a fenther, and many »of the

sirle were in "A1mdl" the attroctlve Auntrinn peagant Aregn. e

Aoepg hope that ihe Itallan governaen ., in any cvent, wlill adopt o liberal
sttitude in thepe parts &nd n1low the olk to keep thelr individunl

“.{! :Iq ['-.. 3

we cnlled on YeBratney at Dolrano. I wiis rticilarly anxlous to
find out has he mlght beE anffected by any tactlecal xmoven thnt wers takdang
nlece, 1 had peen Lhe 10th Mountaeln Divislon nn the move through Treviso
the previoup day, ani 1 &Knew tvat I1 Corps wha moving across Lo come wmder
command Eighth Argy. So 1 wAs coneer od lest he might loge nome Of Lhe
Filfsh army -."r:.l:-gl 5 who had beearn thlﬂkﬂniﬂﬂ up hlig very ‘thrl# Lerm. 1
found that such wabD indeed the casm. To antifclipate.I may say thatl I
thinkx that I have managed 1o zet a solutdon plnnned wltih sutherlend.
UeBrat ey has B very large pravince and A good mAny problesin. He ig af
cource otill under tfth Army though 10 many technicrl matters he hng

t~ turn to ug for help. From Bolzano we weant on Lo Trento where we hAd
n ‘nte lunch with Maviss #e contlnuec Lo Phid anny long convoys of Germén
vahicles golng astithe SJarmpns were alon the maln problem wlth Mavle.

From Trento we went aciross the hills to the «est rlde of the
Lake Grrda, passing through Riva. ¥e Apope through the amazlng serles
of gnlleries which have been converted by the Germang into machine
shangs. Thla 18 01 COWPED ~utaide our Reglon and 1 expect thoat you

hive heord about 1t frow Tambuardia, Tha pun down the weot slde of the
lake lg most ploturesa;ijus., Ve got LO sifth Army H.4. About fives There

we Tound Sutherland and Dayid Mynmp, the letter juat abautl Lo @Ove

aerogs to Joln Elghth Army. e discussed the tactical plceture with
Siitherland and the alffect o our plens of the move ncrods santwords of

the 1I Corpse and ite two Alvislons. 1L wip & very useful talk on o numbar
of pPHOlnts.

sram there we dlove Lo Verona whers we hnd dinner with Nlrockwell,
ard so beck here, whers 1 Cund,waiting for me, Gerald Upjohn and Diek Cri)
Tomorrow I do a formal wl 1t Lo Rovigo 1n the mornlng, & viglt Lo Lhe
Undiverstty of Padove 171 the nfternoon, and on Tuesdsy I go up for 8
chonferene with Con and Scholtz.

A letter of Lwo hAC K ¥ Ou npked me& my vieawa ARbaut the PAapAge T
the PIfth Aprky provinces into Fhasge I1. I do think that thio must be
linked up with the move out of the Geraan LroopH. Hy preuent view
wruld bhe - Veronn and Vicenga could posp AL onice. Tento in ten duys and
Fellune and Bolzano in Bay one month. M the eastern hall of the
Rexlnn I thing LhGL Rovigo, Pandoya, Trevlao and Venezia cou'd offleclally
vaoy Lo Reglon nt any time. They are in fanct so ndulnistersd now.

Udine should reassin officinlly under aAray uantill the AMG zone in VG in
pubetentislly larger than at present, The assumption of ReglonAl _m‘uqr.w'l
ie¢ very largely bound up with the question of communichtlons. At 'Fl‘li'nhnt
we rre not in good telephone Loueh wlith our =sm&®n provincen and I cannot
ot the Momsunications Yub Comzlaplon Lo he Bnthualastic over the need
for sdequnte Raglonal telephonpe and telegraphle slgnal service. Howevar
wWe Derasvere, It 1¢ pmogt midnight and I ot stop.
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wany thasks for releasing relgas Yicclenry
asd Braybrocke to come up Nere for the statement
p{ evidenae.

I huve had a chance of o talk with rergus
on receat pews from home, aad am particularly
gorry to hear the fews sboul poor old Graham.

Tagt week I 3id an official tour of Hovigo
i.lu-J- 'I.i h.i- -.-l.‘.. l..-l-i.b_ :-'}Jt ]-HE l IIIF'lhﬂ .j :h_lr-'-_! I .r.- a‘I’E T- |:|| 'J._:.. f'.: .;.. i-plln

Vicenza and Yerois.

mocorrow 1 leave for & tour in Treviso,

&
Belluno sad Boliaao,
then 1 return I shall write you a o€ full
report, but my preseat plans are Lo rediace 2 own
to two officers ug meoy be necegsary, l1a ench

provioce eéxcept Ucloe pnd Polzano.

I am however resching the opiliion thal the
igportance for a atroag team 1A Bolzano hap 1la-
crepsed.

Ferhaps, the time hes AOW COme WHEN it may
be posaible to reduce our comaitments in Ldloe
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to compensate for increnped reepoosibilities 1n

Bolzano.
That, however, 18 oaly an iaterim puggestioa.
I shall write wmore fully after my iour.

Urigadier ¥. Lush, CB, CBE, MC.
Fxecutive Commlisaloner

H-.',- J'1’|.|-'L-H.
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This 1a Ansasther of the evealng letltars tyned by myaelf,
and I hope that I shall make 2 better Jjob of it than lasgt time.

I phall not make 8 long one ol thle! 1t 1o chiefly to
acknowleige your letler of the 12th whileh arrlvad today. I hope
that in the Zeantime yoir wlll have recelved my long report on the
Trieogte poeltlon whlch I sent down by a Spitfire on Sunday nnd algo
my leatter of lsaat night (15th Nay) whlch went down by courler plans
today. It would be a halp if you would zet your gtaff to leat me Kaow
H"-"J*f"'l'i.. in fret, you 4id get thesea Jleatterea. The quastlon of communleation
la the bedrocg of most of our problems nt the present. I am trying
by fll zemns posgalbla to lanrove our coaminicatlion Hoth with you And
frop here outwards to the provinces. If I do not zet pomething more
satlafactory anon 1 shall call on you for your hsalp. But we ghall do
our hept 4 woark out nur ol 24 ;‘I‘.‘*hl?-’ﬂ halfora ll‘lﬂEI't"-'d we call on ¥Oll.

I have been up to see Con Beppon at Udlne todoye Wa have
declded that the Trleste and Gorlzlae tergop must be refoarasd ap guickly
Lg poyslble, to ba ready to go forword, and that Psla and flume should
be formed In nucleus, Fortunataly three more of the American"combat”
offlcere arrived today. I hope noreover that the first fifLean ar an
vehleles froa Lazlo Umbrlia will be 1n btomsrrow. 2ur expectations of
getting vehlcles up hers have teen rather shatiered by the combined
effnrta of the patrlotti and the J/5, nlso by the declslon on Aprmy
loval that the Qeranne aupb keep thelr own tr»ansport to enable theuw to

be aelfl supportiag.

In your letter you agked specifically about two things -
refugeecs and the Fifth Aray provinces., I ocunnot speak much for the
Breanher route for thal has been handled by the FAfth Army. Just at the
Ppreasgent that route 1 claned, The ather route, through Udine 1s naw in
hand. The outlline flgures are : handled to date through the Udine
centre 44,000, Zvaocusted yonterday by M,.T. 10,000, Remnlning in
camp lagt nlzht under 1,000, For the present the Elghth Apmy 1ift in
returnéng transport to mallhend Forll. i1s bigger than anyt inz that we %ne
1n plght., At Udine Hudegah has orgianiged gaparnte " haounea" for thea
virlous natlonglitles, run by people of those nationalitiea,
dilor Henry Nudoon, of the Eighth Army, who hay now Jolned ay staff.is

f:ﬂ'te outstanding and Lhe organlsntion la running well, e for ex 2.0.M
hnve not seen any British slnce the very early days of the adyvance
and I think that all 1s wael! 1n hand. The othar Alllied P.N.VW. Apae now,
g I think you know, dealt with ay the Bame organfsation which hiunlles
the Gearmen P.0.W., camps, Today I saw soase thousand or an Frenah
aoldler ex Oarasan prilson eampB. They looied pratty fit and were haling
tixen AouLth in 'IrE- :}!_3 t-I"'Hr'LL:'-IJ"'II"t- In facgt 1',}1:33 wara the 4'."1"‘-"1111!'15 {,pugﬁu
of & long convoy of Yeraan prilsonners.

General Hume called Lo pmee e luat Finday acd we had a anet
valuahle talk. He qulte agreed with the prooposals that I nut foprwaprd
in ay lettar Lo Southerland . © Gttich copy for ease of reference.
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~ I am inelined t¢ ~aticipate, now that MN.Q.Fiisth Army hﬂﬂ_mﬂﬁﬂd
Bcroas to the Wept bank of the lhago de Gardn that even more of the laenl

adnf. istration will be left in our hands.,

It ia warning up here, I expect that 1t 1is pretty hot with you.
The fellows are all keeping fit and I think that both officers mnd

men Ara rensoniibly well lodged.

I shall hope tn have my caravan Adve H.Qs et up agein in about
4€ hrs at Cervignano mo that shall have a forward post not tono far fra

Trieste, to which I ecan go 1f things start to amove. It 18 e¢lear that
gomethlng pretly definlte must happen soon now, and we must try ts be

ready for 1it.

And that, I think, must be nll for the present.
All zood wlshes,

Yours .y~

S
"rf
Y s
H;f et
BErigidler Maurlece Lush C.B,,C.H.0,,M.C.
Ha :E.l Allled Conmisaslsn
Rome,
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Thie letter leg belng typed by myself, up 1in my roni in '
the hotel, rather late Rt night. I heard thle evenling that thors

wog & plane going down O Rome from Treviso alrport somne tlme
‘Aamarrow morning, B0 thought that I might send n gouplip letter down

to you by thet mefans.

Things are goinz along very wall, and the eky looit brighter
thip evening by Lhe arrivel of the first four of the young Amerlican
conbat officers,This 18 going to nllow us to start to f1lll 1in the
At serlous holes in our organisatlon. They look good boys, I shall
be hnving & talk with them tnmorrows The old hinde are dolns thelr
work in a wApterly way. We huve heenn having & small economlic confer-
-snce in my room thig evenlng, and 1 have been very etruck by the
competont way in which they are tnekling thelr problens. I do nok,
in the ominary way, apprave of evening conferances, but the Alatancen
1» here nre so long, and people are having to get out so much, thot 1t
does moke for efficlent worklng {f one hapg the quletl Alscupnions 1In
the even. ng after dloners I angsure you that they ore not too
formidable, pnd that they are conducted 1n eagy chnoirse with the nid
of 1 glaps of - well shatever is golng.

I remember that my last letter to you finliehed off somawhere
sarly on Sundsay sanrning. I lunched #1th Con that day and got the
furttar developments on the V.G, situation. He entirely approved of
the plan which I had sentloned to you of making a sprbt of ANG
"rrontier elefencs rorece” under Orpwood, en as to lesave Bright free
to develap his province of Udlns in normal linés. Con also confirmed
the plan which I had s:etched sut to you in the later parsgraphs of
my long letter, thnt tre Army Coaumander intended to glve hils personal
ittentlion to Venezlae Giulian, and that Con ghould be cloaely apoociatad
witt hin as fdviger. Con was only golng o hive & very gaell personal
staff nnd the whole of the ndministretive work, for Udine and far

Tena=1s Glulia would be done by Reglon Venezle, think that we
ern make that work all right. However there 1o gouslp runulng
round this evening which would indleats pome © st of change evsan 1n
L La

on Sunday afternocon 1 attended in stote.s# A mopt wonderful
thanksieiving service 1n the baasillca of ot Anthony of Padun, It wasp
L "1LI1LE %.lﬂrﬂl‘:-.",F!.'l'.l-_l‘Jll' E“I]"Hpit_‘ntﬂ, the church wap Iaﬁchﬂﬂ, Lh ul:",tginlv_‘:
pasniflicent, ANt Lhe oeraon 206t able and approprilate.

--nt:up"t&ﬂﬂlﬁiﬂltli?hﬂitlnulhnr4nn|t fapcinsting-experisnae ;- when I=

Borry about that, the typing wis golng on re ther wall for
e un to that polnt, It wap of Monday that I wap Abaut to wrilte. »r o' r
I want up to Vittoria Veneto, Lo nttend the final review of Lhe ) L
nivioione Nennetti”. They are, perhaps the hast and most famous of
all the agroups ol partissnsg 1in thepe parte. Theay Aare comnpanded by
a brilliant young Itallian Regulary Aruy officer cnlled "Hilo" He
\m pall %o have goamanded n battallon ngainet us At El Alamelin,
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) There wnp 8 pars , presgentation of certifichitesn, - to relativep
of those who had bec.. killed, and to the heads of the brigades and
battellons - speeches and handlng in of arms. Then there wap a8 gnhrch
pagt. There were over threse thousand men on parade, nnd Milo t-14

me that they had only allowed on parnds those men who had actunlly

spent the winter out on the mwountalns. The men looked very fit and

very tough. I mupt say that I got an oexceedlingly good lmpreasion of
them. They were wmlil dlseiplined and, in &8 way, well turned out. Many

of the Garabaldlinl wore long halr and long benards and generslly foldowed
the style of 1860 But they losked Jolly gmood types. I had lunch with
them nmnd then went round to pee thelr wounded in the hepltals. |
This "divielon”™ hnd had Blx mindred .and more, men actunrlly killeqd, |
But they hud séved most of the blg power plants up in their hills.

Today I have been Into Venlce to open the courts of the Tribunale
and the Freturs. ¥ore apesches,; but a most impressive Ceremony .

Tomorrow I drive to Udine to see Can Benson an: to see how the
reorganleatlon of the frontler 1s getting on. David Hynas came across
from Fifth Aray today to ses mo, but I wap in Venice. Howewer Yorrell
and Libbby were able to give him, fros their notes the genernl pasttion
of our fellowe on the frontier, shich was what he wanted to know.

The more that I gee of thase [folk Ut nore, the wore I am eanvincesd
thit they have an eltogeher different mornle frouw Lthe folk in the s~uth,
“hese people feel that they have hamusered out thelr own palvs tion,

I do not think that thls makins them, in 4% dilzghtent degree roastloas
of Alllad gontrol. In faet all the evidence that I hiwe had wHaild

be in the revaerse direction: But i doea wike theam raatleas unler

any sort of contirol frou Iobae. «4rtalnly Rome #1ll be anking A ver:
grievioua politleal ermr, if, in an sattampl to s2ve bureaucrat! o
control, Lhey bring heavy centralising pro pure to hesr on thage
peoplas in Veneto, That, at leadt 1a wy view. On the pther hand, these

Are nou revoelutlonarles, very much the revepss, They are prepired to

word herd and to put up with a lobt far 4o zood af thalr en mury in the ,-
iuture. They hiave bean througzh a winter such as nons of those in 4ha :
couth and Centre hove exneplenced, Nearly all of the lenders up hepra,
the aen who Are liow Lha lendears, profaeusors, advochites and Lhe Lige,
nearly all thege men have been in prissan in Venlce -r Padnve this wlntear. ;

Joze ol the pracent vlsit-rs Prom Rowe hava beesn tullking of a T ary -
sarly anve st of the ‘ormiaslon. fron Northern It!tl,}". I 40 nobt kxnow,
of ' yurnse, what may ba the gtrong currents runnlng in Rage. It does
800@ Lo @o that up here, with the lines of en.nunieation af two Arales
rminnilng through the Reglon, with the Qaerasns sL1ll &1l aver the Jllle,
With the very speclal problaan of Solzano, and the even more Aiffilcult
prablem of Venezlia Glulia, with a'l this valore ua, it really would be
quits outl of the gueatlon to awske & sudden withdrawnl, I dn feal that
Boue of thls alk may hive been a bit unsetiiing Lo goms of the less
8ta’le of my chaps, who Maving hardly resched the feglon, werwe 4nld
:-h“.t. thay would stay but a shart ttl:ﬁf.'. However, nas I any, there may
o8 very laportant developaents 1n Rome of whioh I know llttle,

] - ' 1= ; e
Eleven o clock has gtruck, so I should tum in. "."".‘J

All good wishes and thanks fop your help,
T-':'ll.I'.f A k-

.o

Brigadlsr Maurice lash /.r't
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