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J

{EADQUARTERS ALLIED COMMISSION . f‘u , q
APO 794 ' J y [ .
Olfice of the Execulive Commissioner 1'-.;1__';,;"-'_
Refs @ 023/5/30 2/ Sepbeuber 1946

SUBT0T: Report en Labowr Sltuation - Vénezio.

0 1 ‘n'thM; B8 e
Tabour Attachs’, (.Q,L_
Beitlah Unbasuy,
i

2

The following extract fxon the moanbhly report for Aygust of the
Allied Cessission JTqalasen Officoy 86 Ares is forwvarded to you forr Inforsation.

MR |

e 1local Creera &1 Laverv in Vendoe and lestre have starbed an agltation
and thréatoned a sterlie of all omployeea in military offlces and ingtellstiones

Afber muyy meetings at which the Pref'ect, the represamtatives of the
Omsere do) Lavoroy the Iebowr Control Officor snd both Allied Comimelen
TAnigon Offficers wore preawnt the demands by the worleers have bgen olarified

na fallows!

(1) Batablighment of Tntomal Comdsaions (now grented).

(2) Opat of lving bomus to Do brought into Lino with private
Industry, and made retrospsotivo to 1 Yay L.

(3) Mmelusion of the Commme of VENICH (Lnclwiing MESTRE) in
none "B",

(1) Poymont of Republicen Botmss

The workers ropresentativen maintain that demend n.2 was Just mado in
April 1946, I{ hos now bemn grented retrospeotivo to 1 August 46s iWith
vogard {0 noe3 & L 1t has beon pointed oul that themo can only be declded
on the higheat authority,; and the mattor has bean reforred back %o Homas .

At the prusent mowment it la not lmown whethar a strike will t«‘sﬁn,jr}nza

or m L Vi J __
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1. POLITICA V38eT 11 |
- ICAL

Press comments and public attention remain focussed
on the Peace Conference, The continued dissension among the B
Allied Natione and the offensive propagands snd attitude of Yugo-
slavia are generally deplored by the majority of the population. |
In gddition the distressed condition of refugees from |
Venezia Giulia are a further cause of ill feeling against the )
Slave. Severgl Committees have been set up to deal with these un- ]

fortunagtes,
In their effortas to support economic reconstruction |

the Political Parties are united. For example the Provincial ;
Committee of Agriculture in TREVISO province are holding a meeting :
shortly, to be attended by many local "deputati", of all parties _
to concert measures for completion of amassing, particulardy of . |
the maize crop. All Parties realise that this is particularly ur- =
gent in view of the approaching clnaura of UNRRA supplies.
This important change, in thﬁ supply system which had

begun to be taken for granted has a salutary effect in uniting

political differences. i

2. FUBLIC SAFETY G .bfg :

There has been no recurrence of the disorders invnlving
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truups were not blameless they were goaded into actlon by the
disgraceful behaviour of the local hooligans towarde the girls with
whom they were walking, and to the treatment of one or two soldiers
by the local Italians. It was a local affair and not part of wide
organiged anti-British propasganda. Italian CCRR & Police were of .
1ittle use on this occasion. It 1s reported by the Fublic Safety |

officer that the Public Eacurity Agente, particularly the Auxilia-

‘ ry Police are so infected by politicgl influences that they are ‘ |
| L ' ¥ rﬂ |
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dishonest, and fearful of taking any action which might harm them

in the event of a change of political power.
Public order deteriorkted somewhat in the sense that
strikes were common throughout the area amongst all groups of
employees as well as unemployed. At MESTRE, for example the latter '
succeeded in stopping all traffic, and closing shops for about
four hours, a type of direct action which is becoming common in ;

lthia ares.

3. ECONOMICS

The cost of living compared with last month showed an
incresse in some commodities, particularly oil. |
Some other increases are as follows (per kilo) : ;

Butter 100 -~ 200 lire Wool 1000 lire i
Cheese 100 - 200 " Silk 100 (per metre): |
Fruit 20 - 30 *»

There was a drop in the price of sugar of 150 lire |
per kilo, !
Here are some quotations for poultry, fresh fruit and .
vegetables as at 25 August : |

1 kg, wholegale retail
Lettuce " 1ire 20/30 lire 25/38
Apples " " 5/20 " 7/25
Lemons " b 75/65 = 90/100 |
Pears » " 18/30 W 22/36
Poultry (live) " 250/280 " 280/350 (dead)
Rabbits " " 9@/100 " 140/150 "
Egge (each) - 18,50/19 . 19/19,50 I
In spite of existing restrictions, restaursnts continue |

serving a number of courses. The ghops display plenty of food and |
other goods. Black market activity has somewhat relaxed. This is
especially noticeable in cloth and footwear Which gre becoming more

_available as the manifacturers are begining to

_production.

increase their
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. It is noticesble that there is an increase in the price
level in proportion as the international situation becomes more
confused and more unfavourable to Italy as in the case of the re-
cent demands for reparations; or when the Communist agitation and
propaganda for higher waeges causes strikes and Govermment crises.

AMASSING

The following figures are avallable for grain amessed up
to 26 August, in the provinces listed below :

VENICE 647.988 Quintals
TREVISO 194.341 i
VICENZA 289,551 n
PADOVA 504.739 "
ROVIGO 580.000

while the emassing in the whole region, UDINE included, is reported
to aggregate 2.907.741 quintals.

INDUSTRY

There are increasing signs of revival in indugtrial

activity but shortage of coal and bitumen is still an adverse

factor. The supply of electric power has been satisfactoxy.

This industrial revival is shown by several exhibitions
of industrial, artissn, and agricultural products which are sche-
duled to teke place in the provinces of VICENZA, TREVISO, and
BELIUNO during September and October; in VENICE too there 1s being
held in September an exhibition showing plans and progress in
reconstruction, with samples of local industries.

Another sign of confidence returning is the constant
pregsure being applied by the Industrisl Association of PORTO
MARGHERA (Mestre) to obtain derequisition of their factories.

Detailed plans of 15 factories have been submitted to
thig office for this purpose. A report on seven of these is being
sent to 86 Area as showing a prima facie case for conalderation,
and 1t may be possible to meet the Italian demands in some degree.

ﬁ@ LABOUR
As mentioned in my last report the local Gamggt-dikﬁggg;n
in VENICE and MESTRE have started an agitation and threatened a

ofie
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strike of all employees in military offices and installations.

After many meetings at which the Prefect, the represen-
tatives of the Camere del Lavoro, the Labour Control offilcer and
both Allied Commission ILiadison officers were present the demands
by the workers have been clarified as follows :

(1) Establishment of Internal Commissions(now granted) .

(2) Cost of living bonus to be brought into line with private
industry, and made retrospective to 1 May 46.

(3) Inclusion of the Commune of VENICE (including MESTRE)
in Zone "“"B".

(4) Payment of Republican Bonus.

The workers representatives maintain that demand n°® 2
was just made in April 1946. It has now bemn granted retrospective
to 1 August 46. With regard to n°s 3 & 4 1t has been pointed out :
that these can only be decided on the highest authority, and the 3
matter has been referred back to Home.

At the present moment it is not known whether g strike
\will take place or not.

e T S ———

¥

4- HIBLIG WUHI{§ |

The following expenditure was approved during this month
for war damages :

63 Prﬂjﬂctﬂ t&tﬂlling-- snsennssls 429.T775.TT0
9 i " LA by A 1|755|977 ﬂ.l“ﬁ.d.y !
credited by S.B.5 of June 26, 1945 ex A.M.G: J

Ordinary Maintenance : 8 projects totalling L.5.199.996
ware slso gpproved. ]

Definite approvel of a further 20 projects is expected
for a total of L. 189.703.541, for which preliminary approval is
already at hand. Oohl
DISTRIBUTION: : o
T e T W.M. HARRTISON, Major

HQ. Allled Commission
HQ. 13 Corps
HHa 86 ﬁ“a

Liaison Officer
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