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YEAR-END SITUATION REPORT s
Abruzzi-Marche Region

1. CIVIL AFFAIRS.

During the course of 1944, this Region was responsible for
militery government in ten Italianm provinces, the whole Adrietic
slope of the Appennines from Margherita di Savoia to Cattolica.

! The two southbrrmost provinces were turmed over to Scuthern

\ Region. The four Abruzzi provinces are now the responsibility
of the Itelian government, with officers of this Reglon aoting
in an sdvisory cepacity only. Military government is still in
effect in the four provinces of The Merche, but is being effected
through the medium of the reguler Ttelien administrative machinery

and by the use of Itelian officlaels.

On 31 December 1943, the Region bad 76 Ameridan officers and
58 British officers. A disportionate number of these officers
were, however, on detached service and never returned to the Region.
The effective strength as of that day was 57 pmerican officers and
48 British officers. This compares with 28 assigned American
officews and 52 assigned British officers on 31 December 1944.
Oon the latter date the Region had an even greater effective
strength, because 15 American officers and 41 British officers
were attéched for duty. The totals provide the following

comparisons:
o4~ Aggd and atohd 51 Dec 43 154
' Effective " 105
Asgd and atchd 31 Dec 44 1356 725
Pre-plenned Phase III strength 61 ;, 3
Asgd ss of 31 Dec 44 80 - gy ae

Aside from these comperisons, the change in the proportion of
puerican and pritish officers during the year was the most striking
development. On the effective attached and assigned strength at
the end of 1944 there were 43 American officers and 93 British
officers, compared to 78 Americans and 58 British at the end of 1943. |
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2. AGRICULTURE.

Chief mgricultural achlevement of 1944 was the collection of
wheat, which went 5 per cent above the target figure by the end
of the year. Total wheat collections in the eight provinces now
under Regional control totel 253,195 tons; collections in Foggla
and Campobesso province were organized under thi=s Hegion but were /

coppleted under Southexrn Region. ?j%_‘ /
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Jince Italida.. retentien laws permit abou. half the grain
produced to be withheld from collection, it is believed that the
total crop in the eight brovinces of the Region was approximately
500,000 tons. Shipments of wheat to Rome Trom the Region during
the year totaled 14,000 tons.

From the national standpoint, the Region's second most
important crop of the year was the Fucino basin potato harvest.
From that harvest 8903 tons have been distributed: 5255 tons to
Rome for food and 1233 tons to Rome for seed, besides certein
disbributions in the Region. fThe present brice for potstoes
is more attractive to Tarmers than the price of cereals. It is
therefore predicted that uniess the Italian government institutes
gtrict control, very large areas of potatoes will be planted in
1945. It is elear that much seed is belng retained for that purposge,

2« CIVIL TRANSPORT.

Since arrival in its region, the givil Tranportation
section has organized seven AMG/AC Truck Pools including approximately
500 load=-carrying vehicles, liMcensed some 79 bus lines, and orgnized
4 central clearing house for handling civilian ana militayyttire needs.

At the same time, the Regional Civyil Transport Officer
reports feilure to secure adeguate spare parts to pperate the
ceptured Italian vehiclcs assigned to the Region and feilure to
organize or control the schooner braffic on the Adriatic coast

- of the region.

3« EDUCATION

A total of 294,929 students are enrolled in the schools
of the region at the end of the year and 9392 teachers and pro-
fessors are on the job. Most of the schools are open, except in

- Pesaro-Urbino province, where only half the elementary schodls
| and none of the secondary schools are open. Milltary requisi-

tioning and the lack of glass and fuel have closed numerous schools
in whioh courses had begun. Comminities are subsgcribing funds for
small and lmmediate repairs, in which the genio Civile has co-operated.
About one teacher in every twenty has been suspended for investigution

of fascist sympathies. o " A
En¥oliment statistics are as follows: : :7;5:}
Asili £2, 987 g

Elementary schools 232,981
Secondary schools o4,929
Unilversities 4,032
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‘ PROJECTSOF-MAJORIMPORTANC
JUNE TO DECEMBER, INCLISIVE
S.l'ﬂﬂ:ﬂ==I=.-:I:'=:===========Tt_:I:ﬂ'lK-T::::Tl::==l:"-'l:’t‘?EE:H--.=====ﬁ===‘=’===:='=.‘Fﬂt-.=ﬂ'=‘=#==Fﬁ=='—'-=q=u====ﬂ=.=*===='—'==='—*===
FROV, FPROV, FROV. FROV, FPROV, TROV. ROV FROV,
AGUILA CHIETI FPESCARA WD ASCOLT Py | MACERATA ANCONA FESARO
[ Parielly
reconstructed > 2 3 5 . e 15 5
:
(" Entirely
\od reconstructed af 11 3 17 25 i1 8
Temporary woode n
Bridges 1 18 17 b - 10 L3
Road Diversion
Temporary passages 10 2 o 7
Sustaining walls,a8.8+0s h 3 3 ke
Cle aning of debris
(N) of major contracs) 2 e 16 - o — -
Public Buildings
r repaired 3 10 1 - - 20
“jater works and Sewer
lines repaired 1 - 7 1 1 - 9
Tower Station
repaired for B totel of TO20 EVAieessarerrassssanstsssssssssansnnssnsnsassssnaassnsvesrrsnniorsony
Fower Lines
repaired
a One Cement plant has been put in operation (BOMBA Cement Flant)
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5. FINANCE.

Principal achievements of the Regional Finance Ssotion
have been to bring provincial finance officers to the point of
working apaa bteam and to leave nmo doubts in the minds of Italian
officials as to what is expected of them.

Budgets for about 60 statal and parastatal agencies in
each province and for about 80 per cent of the 703 comunes in the
Region, all placed on a guarterly cash basis. - |

Approximately seven million lire in "A"™ Force payments
have been mude In the Abruzzi provinces just north of last
winter's battle line, as compeasation for assistance given by the
Italian civilians of the area to Allied military personnel in

. German-occupled territory.

. LABORs

An organized labor system has been installed in all
provinces of the Region, with a Regional office under civilian
direction at Ascoli-Piceno. The ltalian government has, however, |
failed to appropriate funds to maintain these offices after the |
provinces have beéen turned back to the Ltallans. |

7+ LEGAL.

Approximately 8000 eases of all types have been tried in
Allied Military courts in the Region since it commenced to function
in Ttalian territory. Agoused persons are brought to trial in most
cases within a few days of their alleged offenses. At present
practically every case 1s tried by a judiclal officer.

Much work has been done towards rehabilitating the Italian
judieiary, but there are still many difficulties in inadgquate
communications and shortage of personnel.

8. MONUMENTS, FINE ARTS AND ARCHIVES.

Capt F. H. J. Maxse, Regional Monuments Officer, unmplwg,
all his surveys of damage in the Abruzzi provinces and got worl
underway on all immediately necessqry projects, but was forced to
go to the hospital before his work in the Marche provinces could
be finished. Capt B. Marriott, borrowed from Venezia Hegion, has
continued this work.
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1l. SUPPLY. -

i

9. PUBLIC SAFETY.

Italian government offlicials have proved apathetlo to
the "black market," w hich has functiloned in every season, first
in graln, then in potatoes end most recently in olive oil.

The force of carabinieri in the Reglon has been built
up until it is now at full strength. However, the renlacement
center at Chietl i3 being kept in Operation. ghipments of
elothing for the CC.RR. personnel have recently been receiwyed,
but efficimncy is still sharply reduced by lack of transport.

A well-equfpped fire brigade is in existence at Ancona,
the Region's greatest fire risk, and a gsystem of mutual aid
between the Army Fire Service and Italian brigades has been
arranged.

10. PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE

Approximetely 80 tons of .medical supplies and betwesen
300 and 400 tons of clothing have been distributed to the populsa-
tion of the Region, particularly in the devastated areas of the
Abruzzi, where almost nine months of Tighting resulted in the
destruction of whole villages. Special medical facilities have
been made available to care for the bopulation of those areas
during the winter months, and food stock-piles built up for them.

A scheme for control of melaria in Foggla province was
completed with very satisfactory results, even before that
province was relinquished to Southern Region; few primary cases
of malaria were reported there.

A special word of thanks is considered due %o the American
and British Red Cross personnel Tor the excellent work it did in
helping to re-cstablish welfare orgenizations formerly under Fascist
control, in distiibuting clothing and supervising the movement of
refugees. Vithout thelr help it would have been impossible to carry
out the work owing to the shortage of AMG staff.

720

o

The Region's warehouse at Optona railhead has handled
2958 tons of AMG supplies since 1 July. dbout 2500 tons of salt
have been imported into the region in the last foun months. No
olive oil has yet been received for the authorized 300-gram ration
of December 1944.

This bad adminigtration of the national distribution of
olive o0il is a most fmportant factor in the failure of the farmers
to Bring their newly produced oll to the collecting point. In only
one province, Teramo, is more oil being voluntarily brought to the

| Warehouses than is being confiscated at the road blooks.

G IneIDENT:
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A fantastic situation exists in respect to the bread
ration. Thls surplus region is expected to live on an insufficlent
rabion of 200 grams while the Southern Region, which is deficient,
is given a higher ration. The fact that this Reglon exceeded its
target in grain collection and is exporting large amounts of 1ts
grain to other Regions makes it more difficult for the population
to understand why there has been no leveling of the ration as
indicated by the American president more than two months ago.

The Jesi match fuctory and the Millani paper mills at
Pioraco and Febriano, 25 well as smaller industries, are being
gradually reactivated. It 1s believed that the Region will

shortly be self-sufficient in soap.
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( /J. Ds SBCHOLTZ, ¢

. Lieutenant Colonel,
Executlive Orficer.
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