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H.a. With regard t. the first part, that is, condit..ns 4n RACATZEITO arnd
GM[E::.‘ATI‘I, the aituntion oan bent be sumned up by calling thease two towns
small grouwths in the large cancer of Sicily, Uonditions, especially »
gand tary cnnrlitimm, Are Very bad but they are also bad in all other saglions
of' tha Island. The lack of a summer 1l hans resulted in a searoity of
water and consequent uncleanliness, niokness and dlsease, American property
is s0ld at exhorbitiant orices, partioularly artiolas of olothingz that are
bought or stolen in Haples, trmnesported by small craft to Sloily and mola thers.
UNRHA olothing has not be

of UNRRA have appeared on

situation in thess towme

vort deallng with 1ifs in

: The firat and most alaming point to consider in Sielly is that of
Publie Security. The MAFFTA oy blaok hand aoolety of thixriy years ago would
have to hang its head in shame in view of the exploits of the Sdoilian bandits
of today. Youths from the agoes of fourteen to elghteen have joined forces
with deserters, oomuon oriminals, returned prisonsrs of var, and the unemployed,
to Torm sevoral large woll-orpanized bands, who roan tha countryside at will,

wealthy, robbing both rich ana poor, extorting money and goods

and the poor, and killing anvone whe to defy them, Theso
banfls aro most sotive in the OALTANISETTA, and the

To gumbat the ordma wave, there are the Miblio Spourdty agents and
the Carabinieri., The Publio Heeuri tlge of late, dus to
the lackadaisionl of thely nembers,

recently arrsated

. prestige and the indivi-
ontlnue ip do thelr utmost to vombat orime,

are hampered by laok of personnel, arms, amminition and transport, When a raid
in any provinge has to be made, 1t 1s necessary to call in all Oarabinierd of
the province of AGRIGENTO dealared that if they were not plven more men, eguip-
pod and transport, the bandits could take over the various Carabinieri stations,
The Oommander of the Chrnblnlert in Sieily, Oolonel 'OALABROY, has requested

an adiitlonal thres thousand men, with modern arms and t ransport and radlo
equipment, and has stated that then, and only then, could law and order be

obtained,
1940
: In substance, there is a arylng need for every type of transport o
from bloyoles to traina, tyanaport is very diffioult ag
roads are in such a poor eonditinon that all types of vehialen
dus to laok of parts and mchine ghops to mke new parts,
be improvised., Truoks are soarce and what few pood ones t
with the transport of blaok market morohandise,

Regarding the trains, an over-orowiing exlets in the very limited
train servioe, People mist use the trains in order to go to work and then
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ratura to their houmes, A zood percentage of the traln: re unocovered and A
o in many instancas ms andmale and bagrage ere troal alike, The larxye
mimber of ex-prisoners .al reMpecs all land at Messina and are usually stationod
tHore for dayva bocnize thers are only two dally departures from Meesina, ona

for PATLERMO and one for JATANIA,

The theoretiocal monthly asslignment of coal for the Slallian rellvaye
ig nine thousand (9,000) tona, in 1tself insuffielent, and is a quota that
haa never heen piven. The difference in the amsunt of coal assigned and that
glven has brought nbout the suspenalon of severnl passenger and train servioes.

The ferrvboat service betweon MEIATHA and the mainland in very poor,
as tho boats continually break dowm and take sges to repalr,

Pis servlos 13 very poor in all seotiona bhecanas of the lagk of tlres.

Tram servios in the larger olties is remariably pood, although the
trams: are in ooor condition and always overcrowded, |

. Sielly wne never famous for its sanitation, but was never in the
anoivillzed state in which 1t im today. The laok of diaease can beat be ettri- i
buted to personnl immmity of the Slelllans rather than to any praventative |
measures. Some oases of abdominal typhus have sppeared in CALTANISETTA, EHNMA,
and PALNEMO, but they are very few in number so as not To canfe any grave aon-
cern. Malaris 1s practionlly non-sxistent due mainly to the lack of rainfall,
About ten cases of memingltis have appeared in the laat three montha, Intostl-
nal influenza is fairly prevalent in all seotions of the Island.

Living conditions ayve such that disease is invited, Tor fear of

having animals stolen, many cf the smaller Tarmers bring thelr plga, sheap |
and goats to their homes and in many cases alesp in the samo TOORS. The laok
of wvater for vmshine has resulted in meny skin diseasen in all seotionm of
the Island. Wedicimal supolies are very low and prices are exhorbitant, The
aomeduote are elthor drv or in poor condition heeause of lack of reprir to

the turbines,

. The reason for the black market in foodstuffs is not fren lack of food,
but becanse the landowners refuse to bring tho grain to the "ammasso®™ or common
food pool. Thoy do not wish te mell the grain to the government at legal prioes,
but prefar to hoard it and sift 4t into the blaok market, An examole of thie
is that in the provinae of PALERMO, five hundrad (500) of tha larger landowners
d4d not tum in any grain to the "amamasoc,™ lost of the Siclllans are in favour
of doing away with the "ammasso" as they olaim that if this were done, more
food would go into the opsn market and prleses would he lower, All in all, the
black marret condition could be sumwed up as follows: in food - better than

Ttaly proper; iu other articles - worse than Iftaly proper.

The Separatist movement is still vexry strong and if the Itn_'uanl'.‘,j o &
government does not ald the people of Siolly in some manner, violenoe 1= liﬂﬁié"

O 000

REJOMMENDATIONS 3

(1) ‘“The first and most important is coal, without 1t the tmins do not
yun, the lights do not light, the water does not flow, and the faoctories do not
: mamfacture, An incrense in the shipment of ocal is urgently neacessary if

mublie order ie ever going to be roatored.




Jeclassified E.0O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No.
¥,

-3 -

(2) Improvement in tyranmportation - The poor condition of the roads,
bridges and streets im not conduoive to good transportation, If those
oonditions ware improved and more transport made available, The manmifaotured
goods from Northern Italy would be availsble on the Siellian marizet, more
people would have employment and cxime would deoreasc.

(3) Eanlarging of the Carabiniori - The number of Carablnlerl in Siolly
is too few to aotivily cope with the erime situstion. HNot only mors men are
necded, but also more vehloles, arms and amminitlon o that the will learn
to rosvect the lawa,

() Clothing - Clothing 1ls smeares in Sloily, particularly in the lnternal
provinges. If Sieillans are to pass the winter without diranase they must be
cglothed and shod immediately.

(3) In order to insure public order in Sloily, the Ttalian fovernment miat
talce all vosmible steps to sea that o just perxceantage of nll equipment bought
from the Allies is alloeated to Sicily, In this manner the Sicilian would not

oongidor hinzel? a step-child and more coafidence in the pgovernment ocould be
obtalned,
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APD 394

Office of the Execulive Commissioner

CONFPIDENTIAL

Ref: B856/18/ic ;Z.BHnﬂmher 1945,

SUBJIOT: Conditlions 4n Sicdly. ’,5;1,

™0 ! Deonodlo SCcotion,

,’__,_J',ﬁs-;ﬁ"

1e Attached please find of a t
& st - copy report on the distribution

2 It is understond- that the supplies arre wera
by Allied Commizsion. i e s

Se Your commenta would be sppreciated,

Brigadier
Bxooutive ﬂnmiﬂsinmr:

19
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In the three month perded, August-September~Ogtobor, the
following amounts of MIT/FSA merchandise have arrived in Solly:

Ooal 41,593 toma
Wheat 30,703 tons
Flowur L,015 tons
Peas & Sugar 3,403 tons

Tha followlng procedure is usad. -~ The gooda arrive from
Armerica under the supevigion of the Var Shbping Admindstrotion.
The Ships are unloated and the goods are plasad on the vharves,
There, the "Consorzio Agrario” or state controlled agriounltural
peol talea oharge of transporting the merchandise to the warehouses.
This transportation is by horse and wagon and no truoks are used,
In the onge of the transporting of the sonl, the Ttallan Chamber of
Comagxoe allotm tha quantities to privnte contraotors who tranaport
the goal to the peinta where 1t 18 needed most, that 1s, %o thas
railroad, the gas and electrlc company, the chamieal factory, and
a few small industries. Tn view of the faot that there are inmuf-
floient parecnnel to adequately superviss shipments and distribu-
tion, there results the ususal 't and all of the merchandisc 4im
not distributed but lmetead, finds its way into the blaock market,
The allooation of the contracts to the individual transporters is
a matter of favoritium and who offers the larpest bribe, Some ax-
Fasalsta have found thelr way into Lnportant positions and conaoe=
quently the people are very resentful,
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- CONFIDENTIAL (A
F.
3 . ALLTED FORCE FEAD(UARTFRS 1’5
=5 Eection .
AFO 512 SN
-7 |
G=5: 093 Sielly 26 November 1945

SUBJECT: Conditions in Sicily |

T : Headquarters, /llied Commission,
APO 394, :
2

- Herewith are duplicate cocplee of & report sibmitted to
AFHGY on the above subject for your information. Jhile the report
in ilte present form should not be transmitted to the Italian
Government, you are authorized to convey Lhereto such inecluded
information a8 you believa desirable,

BY COMMAND OF LIEUTEMANT CENERAL YORGAN:

Y

=7 7
Eiﬁﬁ{awﬁthﬁiu_

A, L. HABLEN
Brigadier Osneral, G.5.C.
2 Incls: Assistant Cnief of Staff, G-5
&5 above

e R ——
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16 Meovember 1945

MIORANDUM FOR THE OFFICER IN CHARGE:

SURJECT: Conditions in Sieily.

1. On 30 October 1945, these spents were instructed to oroceed
to AFHQ for instructlons regarding a mission in wlcily. At AFHQ these
agents were directed by Col, and Major to gpo to Siecily and
conduct an investigation of the distribution of American znd MILITARY/FEA
merchandise in Sicily, and particulcrly in the towns of Canecatti and
Racalmuto, These agents were also instructed to observe bhe soclal,
economic and political situation on the island of Sicily. fecordingly
these agents prepared the following report from perscnal oboervation,
interviews with police officlals, UNRRA offlelals, War Shipping Adminis-
tration representatives, Naval Offlcers, friends and confidential informants:

~"2s With repard to the first part, that ls, conditions 1n ]
RACALMUTO and CANECATTI, the sltuation can best be summed up by calling
vhese two towns small growths in the large cancer of Sieily. Conditions,

especially sanitary conditions, are very bad but they are also bad in all
other sections of the island, The lack of a summer rainfall has resulted |

in a scarcity of water and consequent uncleanliness, sickness and disease,
American property is sold at exhorbitent prices, partiecularly articles of
clothing that are bought or stolen in Naples, transported by small craft
to Siclly and sold there, UNRRA clothing has not been sent tc Slcily as

yet end only medicinal articles of UNRRA have eppeared on the black market
at fabulous prices, The entire situation in these towns can be best
revedled by reading the rest of this report dealing with 1life in Sicily

at the present time,

3. PUBLIC SECURITY:

¥

The first and most alarming polnt to consider in Sicily is
that of Fublic Securdty. The MAFFIA or black hand soclety of thirty faarai
ago would have to hang 1ts head in shame in view of the exploits of the |
Jleilian bandits of today., Youths from the ages of fourteen to elghteen |
have joined forces with deserters, common criminals, returned prisoners of (3 #p <
war, and the unemplcyed, to form several large well-organized bands, who j-t?LJEJ
roam the countryside at wlll, kidnapping the weslthy, robbing both rich and|
poor, extorting money and goods from the rich and the poor, and lkilling ‘
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anyone who dures to defy them. These bands are most active in the rrovinces
of AGRIGEUTO wnd CALTANISETTA, 2nd the town of FAVARA in the province of
AGHIGENTO continues to be the "univereity of crime." As an example of
conditions in thls srea, one can cite the fact that in the monthe of fugust,
ctptember and October, no less than forty-six (4L6) persons have been kid-
naped on the broken-down road between AGRIGENTO and LICATA, a stretch of
thirty-three Hilun&tr&;’frﬂs tnother example, attached nnd incorporated in
this report as Ixhibit/Ma", 1s a chart of the numbar of crimes committed

in the Province of I'ALLRMO in the months of august, September and Octobear.
PALERNO is but one of the ten provinces of olcily, so the chart is attached
to glve the reader an idea of existing conditicns on the 1sland.

lis POLICE AND CARABINIFRI:

To combat the crime wave, there are the Puhlic securdty apents |
dnd the (urabinieri., The Public Security has lost much prestige of late, due |
to the lackudaisical attitude and black market aclivities of some of their |
members, and also due to the fact that a Commisarioc in PALIRMO was recent ly
arrested as being the head of a band of kidnappers,” In this branch of law !
enforcement, even some of the best officials are Becoming discouraped at the |
rige in crime and conseguently take a2 "don't give a damn" attitude. There 1
1s & definlte luck of transport for the apents and a shortage of arms. A4As
in Fasclst days, the political sections of the various stations are too
lérge and the crimlnal sections are much too small. All of the agents attempt |
Lo work with the politiczl sections because the work is more pleasant, the |
hours are bstter, and there is much less personzl risk. The lack of Llighting J

in many large cities has assisted the criminals and hampered the work of the ‘ \
le-l.ﬂﬂl

The Carabinierl still maintain some of their srestigs and the
individual officers and men continue to do thelr utmost to combat erime,
however they are hampered by lack of personnel, arms, ammunition and transport.
Jhen 4 raid in any province has to be made, it is necessary to cell in all
Carablnieri from the outlying towne and villapes in order to have enough
manpower and fire-power to cope with the bandits. The Captain of the
Larabinleri of the province of AGRIGENTO declared that if they were not given
more men, equipment and transport, the bandits could take over the various
Larabinierl stoetions. The Commander of the Carabinieri in oleily, Colonel
'CALABRO', hus requested an additionel three thousand men, with modern arms

and transport and radio eguipment, and has stated that then, and only then,
could luaw and order be obtained,  Countless words could be written about this

phage of life In Sicily, however this report ls being written to present a ‘
general picture of conditions on the island.

{124 4
5, VMILITARY/FEA SUPPLIES: 1933 .

,

In the three month period, August-September-October, the follow=
ing amounts of MIL/FEA merchandise have arrived in Siclly:

|
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QOAL = 41,593 tons
WHEAT - 30,703 tons |
FLOUR - 4,015 tons |
FEAS & SUGAR - 3,403 tons |

The following procedure is used. = The goods arrive from

Amerdeca under the supsrvision of the War Shipping Administration. The ships

are wiloaded and the goods are placed on the wharves. There, the "Consorzio

Agrerio" or state controlled agricultural pool takas charge of transporting

the merchandise o the warshouses, This transportation is by horse and wagon

and no trucks are used., In the case of the transporting of the coal, the

Ttslien Chamber of Cormerce allots the quantitles to private contractors who

transport the coal to the points where it is needed most, that is, to the

railroad, the gas and electric company, the chemlcal factory, and & few small

industries. 1In view of the fact that there asre ilnsufficient peracnnel |

to adequately supervise shipments and distribution, there results the usual i

rraft and all of the merchandise is not, distributed but instead, finds |
- its way into the black market. The allocation of the contracts to the .

individual transporters 1s a matter of favoritlsm and who of fers tho largest |

bribe., Some ex-Fasoists have found their way into important positiens and !

consenuently the peoule are very resantful ¢ An example of this is that the ]

Secretary of the Chamber of Commerce, one CANTELAPOTTE, is m former Squadr.sta |

wounded while fighting for Faaclsm.

As yet no cletklng has been received and that is oned the

articles needed most., A shipment of medical supplies wes distributed in
Sieily, with good supervision, but the people who were the reciplents cf
this merchandlise have preferred old-fashicned methods and have sold their new :
medical supplies, An example of this 1s the selling by expectant mothers of |
thelr obstetrical kits for us high as elght thousand (8,000) lire, and then

requesting nore aid when the baby errives.

6. TRANSFORTATICN:

;/gn substance, there is a crying need for every type of trensport
froi bicycles Lo trains, Aubo transport is very difficult as the streets and
roads are in such & poor condition that all types of vehicles break down &and
due to lack of parts and machine shops to make new parla, all repeir work
must be improvised, Trucks are scarce and what few good ones therse &re ure
oceupled with the transport of black market morchandise.

Regarding the tralns, an over-crowding eiists 1n the very
limited train service. Teople must use the tralius in vrder Lo gC to work j_t;:f'
|

znd then return to thelr howes. A pood percentage of the irains dre un=
coverad and in many instances humsns, &nimals and baggage are treated alike.
The lurga nunber of ex—prisonsrs and refuguves 811 land at Lessina and are I

usually stutioned thers for days because there are only two daily depurtures
from Wessina, one for PALERMO and one for CATANIA.

- -




T/ ;’ﬂ: ~
Jeclassified E.0O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No. //;Siu) (iﬁ!/ f/

J

CONFIDEINTIAL

The theoretical menthly aszignment of coal for the Slcillan
ralluays ie nine thousand (%,000) tons, in itself insufficent, and is a
quota that has never bueen given. The difference in the amount of coal
agsigned and that given has brought about the suspenaion of several passenger
aped train services.

1

The ferryboat service betwecn MESCINA and the malnland is wvery
poor, &@s the boats continually bresk down and take apres to repair.

Hus service 1s vury poor in all secticns because of the Lack of
Lirres.

Tram service in the larper cities is remarkably good, although
the trams «re in poor condition and always overcrowded,/

7. TELEPHOWE SYSTEM:

Herw is one of the bright spots of this repert as four-fifths
of the ore-wer telephone service has besen resctivated and the only reason that
{he sther Fifth is not functioning is due to the lack of telephone sets. The
long distence phone service works falrly well and it is comparatively easy
to phone from KESSINA and CATANIA teo PALLIWG,

8, SAIITARY CONDITIONS:

Sieily was never famous for its sanitation, bul was nevar in the
unoivilized state in which it is today. The lack of disease can best be
attributed to personal immunity of the Sicillans rather than to any prevent-
Ative neasures. Some cases of abdominal typhus have appeared in CALTANISETTA,
INNA and PALZRMO, but they are very few in number so as not to cause any greve
concern. Malaria 1s practically non-existent due mainly to the lack of raln-
fa11. About ten cases of meningitis have appeared in the last three months,
Intestinal influenza is fairly prevalent in sll sections of the island.

Living conditions are such that dlssase 1is invited. For fear
of havinpg animals stolen, many of the smaller farmers bring their plgs, sheep |
and poats to their homes and in many cases sleep 1n the same rooms. The lack
of water for washinz has resulted in many skin diseases In all sections of
the island. Medicinal supplies are very low and prices are exhorbitant. The
acqueducts are either dry or in poor condition because of lack of repair to

tiie turbines.

9. PLACK MARKET:

(i A
Food is more abundant in Sicily than in other parts of Itﬁiyt‘fini
and ccnsequently the black market prices are much lower than in other sections.
Following are the current prices:
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Macaroni 120 Lire pei kilogram
Bread (White) 100 Lire per kilogram
uil 330 Lire per litre

Meals in restaurants are much cheaper than in Italy proper as
one cun obtain a pood meal with wine for two hundred fifty to three hundred

lire,.

Black market prices of clothing (mostly American) are very high.
liost of the American clothing is brought from Naples and sold in Sleily,
Jlunkets sell for thirty-five hundred (3,500) lire, shirtsfor sighteen
hundred (1,200) lire, and shoes for five thousand (5,000) lire, Hecently
there has been a large influx of American cigarsettes and the price has dropped
from three hurgdred and fifty (350) lire to three hundred (300) lire a package,

vy
-ﬁﬁJThh reason for the black market in focdstuffs is not from lack

of food, but bucause the landowners refuse to bring the grain to the "ammassoW |
or common food pool. They do not wish to sell the grain to the government at
legal prices, but prefer to hoard it and sift It Into the black market, An
example of this is that in the province of FALERND, five nundred (500) cf the
larger landowners did not turn in any grain to the "ammzsso, Most of the
Sicillans are in favor of doing away with the "ammaason as they claim that

1f this were done, more food would go into the open narket and prices would

be lower, All in all, the black market condition could ba summod up as
follows: in food,- botter than Italy proper; in other articles - worse than

Italy prupﬂr._fﬂkf

i

10. COURTS AND PRISONS:

The Siecilian judges and employees are the busiest men on the
island, Many arrests are made and the biggest complaint is that many prisoners
have to remain in jail from four to six months before they come to irial,
Bureaucratic measures =t1i11 prevail and many claim that the same system of
Justice is being used as during Fascism., On one cccasion cne of the Carabinieri
in the court room took the law into his own hands and killed the defendant as
the defendant awaited his sentence, However, this was only an lsolated instance -
of family revenge, despite the fact that it caused much publicity in the news-

papers,

The prison system, though far from modern, is not near as badly
in need of amelioration as egina Coeli In Home or Fogglereale in Naples,
The prisons are &lways crowded but the rrisoners have enough to eat and
Sanitation conditlons are fair. ]_

(] £
‘l’ 'Y ﬁ
11, INDUSTRY AKD COLMIR(E:

vlelly is a non-industelal teland dnd has only the Arendella
Chemical Plant, two Cement plants, the Sulphur mines, and a few other factories
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of lesser importance. Despite the damage caused by the war, most of the
factories are back in operation and despite occasional strikes have practically
reached proa-war production. The mines of sulphur in the province of AGHRIGENTO
have recently received permission to manufacture by-products and this shoula

help the unemployment situation in that reglon.

The only goous that Sicilians are able to export in any quanti-

ties were lemons, oranges and olive oil, This year exportation should be
renewed and inzemuch as the oranges and lemons will be of the Lighest quality,

the fruit growers will be able to enpluy many pecple in the plcking, crating
and loading of these products. Contracts have already been made for shlpring

a quantity of fruit to England.

12, POLITICAL ASFECTS:

In this second half of the report, these /irents will attempt to

give a ponaral picture of the pollitical situstion on the island of Siclly.

g, oECATATIST MOVEMINT :

ifter the departurs of the Allied troops from Cicily, the
Separatist movemont bepan o propaganda to have Sicily for Sileilians. The wall
known leader of this movement was FIIOCCHIARO-APRILE and his assistants
were the lawyer Antonic VARVARO, the Yroflessor GANNLFA, and the lewjyer
Francesce WISTUCCIA. In the background wers the TeSCA brothers, Alescandro
and Luclo, first allied appointed mayor of FALIRNO,

The veparatista, by their propaganda, led a great number
of the people to believe that fmerica and England were backing the movement,
that Ford lMotor Company was golng to open up a huge plant in Sicily and
other stores of the same kind. A sc~called Separatist army known as F.V.I1.G.
(ESERCI'TO VOILNTARIC INDEPENDENTE STOILIANO) was formed under the leadership
of Professor CANEPA. However, CANTPA was killed in 2 flght with the Carabinieri
fa HANDEZZ0 and he wes succeeded by RESTUCCIA. The Separatlst movement gailned
a prest following in Sieily mainly due to the fact that Italy did not send any
of the manufactured rroducta to Sicily. All Separatists claimed that Italy
was using Cleily only for what it could pet out of Sicily in the line of raw
materials, In Rome the newspoper "IL RISVEGLIOM (the re-awakening) was printed
and though it is not the official organ of the Separatist Party, it does contain
set of the separatist ideclogies. It is edited by CRISAFULLI and in Sieily

about twenly thousand (20,000) copies are sold each wae ke
1927
The E.V.I.S. is evidently an army that doss not exist
despite the fact that all over the island the following inscriptions are seen

on the walls:
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"WIVA L'EVIS
VIVA TRUMAN®

or
"VIVA L'EVIS ~ VIVA L'AMERICA"

The E.V.I.5. seems to be something built up by shrewd
propagandists to lend welght to their demands. Uhen FINCCLCHTARQ Aprils,
VARVO and RESTUCCIA were arrested and sent to the island of PCNIA, many
disturbances were expected but no troublu was encounterad in any locality.
The Separstists set up a clandestine radio station (reported to be near
TRAPANI) and though all party headquarters wore closed, the members of the
movement were held together by Lhis station. The order was rlven by the
statlon for no nne to begin any violence and thls order was respected, “The
veparatist movement ie gtill very strong and 1f the Itallan government does
not &id the people of Siclly in some manner, violence ia liable to OCCUT, -

|
i
f

i
[

b. COMMUNIS):

In June &nd July 1944, the Communists in Sicily were
fairly strong and very well organized., At that time the ideolopical Communists
and the agitaetor type were banded togelher and hud a potent nuclems in each
province. oince that time the P.C.I. has lost a considerable amount of prestipa

and supportere for the following reuasons:

l, TRIESTE and position of TOGLIATTI.
<s Hussia's asking for reparations.
3) Heturn of prisoners of war from Russiu.

In PALERMO at one Lime there were ten thousand (10,000)
members, hut this number hes slowly been reduced, Un 4 November 1945 in
PALEREO an open alr meeting was held and wee attended by three hurdred (300)
people, forty of them being Questura agente, sixty being curious and two
hundred heing aetual Communists,

In PALERMO the dally newspaper "LA VOCE DELLA SICILIAY
is the organ of the Communist Party. The dirsctor of this paper 1s LI CAUSI,
Girclamo, a first-class agitator and probably the most important Comumunist in
S5icily. In CATANIA there 1s = bi-weekly publication nalled "CIVILTA!
COMUNISTA! edited by cne PULVIRENTI MAURIZIO, which specializes in anti-
English propapanda. It is poorly written and the typography is poor,

The Communists are fairly esctive in the interior ni‘ L
the island and in S5IRACUSA. In the month of September in some localitied «! & L
armed Communists seized oll dastined for SIHACUSA and other citles and

dlstributed it to the people of the smaller towns.
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The | ding Communiste in Sicily are:

1) LI CAUSI, Cirolamo - Via Merchese Ugo #32, PaleXmo

2) GIAMMARINARO, Ciumeppe - Via Colonna Rotta #74L (Youth
Leader) PFalermo.

3) GERVASI, Ettore - Via Domenico Costantino # 26.

4) DI DENEDETTO, Salvators

5) GROSSO,Franco

13, STRIKES AND DISORDERS

Strikes have become quite the fashion in Sicily in the last
two montha, The printers, rallrosd workers, public utility workers, hospital
emoloyses, state employess, and even the strest cleaners have all taken their

turn at striking, All strikes are for higher wages to conform to th® lnoreased
cost of living,

In addition to the atrikes there have been numerou® demonstra.
tions including those

a. By roturned prisoners of war who seek employmen®:
b, By thes bakers for more fuel,

¢. By the nmubers of the "CAMERA DEL LAVORO" to p¥otest
against the high cost of living,

14, POLITICAL PARIIS;

Sicily has the follewing political parties, with th® names
of the leaders written after each party:

a. PARTITO DEMOCRATICO CRISTIANO - ALDISIO Sulm.afg (High
Commlssioner for Sieily); TRAINA, Giuseppe; UORTESE Pasquale; GUARD b

E.atmm;dn (a physician who enjoys much personal popularity; and prr ORANRO
nLonino,

b, PARTITO SOCIALISTA - TROIA Salvatore, ADRAGNA NUNZIO
GULLO Receco,

c. PARTITO COUUNTETA — Civen above.

d. PARTITO DEMOCHATICO DEL LAVORO - IONGO Salvator®»
PITRUZIELIA Salvators, VICARE !pancesco.

. PA ARTONE - SCTALABAA PURPURA V4ncengoy + &
RAUIREY .‘1nt.uuin.ﬂ FARTITO D!'ARICNE TALA Ciuseppe, 5

£, PARTITO LIBVRALE RIZZO - G. DATTESTA, 1O MONTE Glovanni,

e
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¢ The . tlish are not 1iked as much per. ally as the Americans
but they are reapactec. ind admired. The average Sicilis.. looks to England

for assistance but does not want England to attampt to use Siclly as another
base in the Mediterranean, They look to England as a bulwork against

Communism and for that reason want to be friendly. Seme of the anti-English
propaganda instilled by Fasclst schools still remalns 4n the minds of meny

Sleiliane.

The average Sieilian did not have any idea about the Russians
ant] the prisoners began to return. The fact that Russis asked for
reparations and the fact that the prisoners of war who have returned from
Russia have spread much anti-Soviet propaganda have embittered the Sicilians
against the fussians. Ruspie has not done anything to aid Sicily and the
Sieilian only likes the people who help him.

AGENTSY GOMMENTS:

War as ususl is having its aftermath in Slcily. The froaring
twentiea" in America were nothing compared with Siclly of today. The twenty
years of Fascism with its handcuffing of liberty has brought about the result
that every Sicllian fecls 1ike a boy on the last day of school. They believe
that 14iberty means lack of order and discipline and are acting accordingly.

The unmettled condition of the Italian government has not helped the aituation.
The aversge g1c11ian considers the present members of the government as a
group of o rtuniats and speculators who are looking out for their personal
welfare rather than the good of tho country, All of these reasons make for
poor 1iving and the people of Jicily are doing just that, 1iving poorly.

RECOMVENDATIONS :

Thousands of recommendations could ba made, but since this
report gives onlyl general phcture only the more important will be included,

1. The first and most important is coal, without it the
tralns do not run, the lights do not 1ight, the water does not flow, and th
factories do not manufacture. An increase in the shipment of coal 1s
urgently necesiary if public order ls ever going to be restored.

2, Improvement in transportation - The poor condition of the
roads, bridges and streeto is not conducive to good transportation. If these
conditions were improved and more transport made available, the manufactured
goods from Northern Italy would be available on the Sicilian market, more
people would have employment and crime would decrease.

3, ¥nlarging of the Carabinieri - The number of Carsbinieri
in Sicily is too few to activily cope with the crime situation. Not only ‘}l 0 Ak
more men are needed, but also more yehicles, arms and ammunition so that s ‘!

will learn t0 respect the laws, |
- 10 =
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{ L. C& hing = Clothing is scarce in 81 1y, particularly
in the internal provinces, If Sicilians are to pass the winter without
disease they must be clothed and shod immediately.

5¢f bl II'I

Moweractive”
order to insure public order in Sicily, the Etalian government must take all
possible steps to see that a just percentage of all eguipment bought from
the Allies is allocated to Sicily. In this manner the Sicilian would not
congider himself a step-child and more confidence in the government could be .

Dht»&iﬂﬂq,-"-’
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STATISTICS OF 'THE GIVEN OFFENCES

KIND OF OFFENCES Approximate Approximate Aoproximste  Total

number in nuaber in number in

August September Cetober
Homicides 17 21 10 L5
Attempted homicldes 12 9 10 31
Infunticldes - - i =
armed injuries 14 13 : & 38
Abortions 3 2 (A 9
Sex crimes 6 3 3 1z
kbduections 3 8] 1 1
Kidnappings 3 2 3 B
FPetty thefts 149 183 116 LLE
Serlous thefts 189 213 1LB 547
Hobbery L, 55 L1 140
Lxtortions 6 L 7 17
Swindlings 5 I 4 13
Fmbezzlements 1 2 Uk k
Counterfeitings 9 6 6 21
Araon B 12 5 25

EXHIBIT "AM™
CONFIDENT
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