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Ref: 2228/W/70 10 pprdd 1946
SURJECTs Inoddent at Polish Refugme Camps
T 3 G"'f."-'. AN o

0t

Ref your C~5=25L of 15 Fob 46 I am encloolng fer your inf'ormation
coplen of tho corroppondenoce that has passed betseen the Pelish Ambasgador
and this Commigsion on the 8/q subjeot, since the date of the a/q letter,

A, W. Knisely.

neigadier,
Acting Chiefl Comdasioner.

Cony to; Folad "',
Folad ",
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Ky Dear kX, Ambaasador: \_

1 write with reference to tha letter which your
Exoellency addressed to me on 1J%h February 1946,

At the meeting on 30th Jamuecy 1946, as lir. Vyssynail
will reoclleat, he wes advised thet 1% ves congldered that if a
visit had to Do made the ccomsion chosen wos as propltious as
any other, The question whioh Mr, Wyssyneld atated he would
rofor to yvour Ewxeellency was theo sise of the party to vieit the
oamps, At the meeting it was suggented that owling to the feeling
in the Campe that two persons should represent your ‘mbassy rather
than o party of three as originally requested by you, This
conzission wished to assist any vislt shich would remudt in rep-
resentatives of your Fmbassy being shle to approach {he civilian
refugees in BARLETTA and TRAI, At the same time, 1t was clearly
Indicated that the party should not excesd Two,

Your lottor of Mst Januwary 1946 suggested that o
Secretury would best represent your Embassy mmther than an offioinl
visit, and this wac agreed to.

In conclusian, taldng into account the above facts,
I am unable to agree with your Excellemcy that you were in any

wvay pressed by my staff or Ly myself to send a repreaentative
the camp &t MAGLETTA end TRANI,

Veary truly yours,

7 4 RILERY W, STONE
> /7 Rear Admdral, WHR
o ) Chief Comsxissiomer

{is Excellency . Kol
Falish imbassado,

Oopy te: Displaced Persons &/C.




Dec

lassified E.O. 12356 Section

1‘-...["\
)
ih
)
3 ¥ g
: o
B E
[ = 4 Ei
|
) @y
" 2
[~

1.

[ a4
I received your lette® of Febr.18th just befers my leaviig fer

¥arssy exd I wish ¢o answer yeu withsut any delay.

Le

__.'fr_x: {__f-i"r({'.'-lgi,{_f 1
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3.3/HNND No.

aad that an end will

later,
hmmnmm-mumu-Muhmrmumm.

issident of Barletta. I emtirely agres with yeu
saeh imsidsnts will met happem ia the future.
sormalisatiocn of the whale situatiom

Pirst of all I wish to thaak yeu very mmch for your kisd werds

Forsemelly ]I em comvinoed that tha
¢f Poles abread is to bs expected soimar ar

that 1t is %o de heped that

absut the regretiable

Esvearthsless I em sorry to say I cammet agree with amme atas=

ssants Bsds iz your latter.

ts advisability, but the 4.C.
memant for such a vieit was mest prep-

ealy usder their pressure agreed te
him.!'ulthlhﬂ-ﬂthr-mdmahiJnmm_u

Simesek oa ‘ummary 3Ist ir.Wyssysski

as to 1

hai many deoubte
to two persons.

reprecentatives insisted that the

I did mot meatica im my mete abeut the Exbassy being forsed DY
tpeas the viplit, aad

the A.C. to send semsbedy to Barletta. But it is a fast that during the
maoting with Cel.Findlay and Kajer
preposed to pos

refor te me. Wo
of cur delegates

i"-l-_-_.-______

at the same
t the Barletta = Trani camps &re

to make it cleer that I have mo doudbts as ie
theny officers. But

Cace more I wish
the goed imtomtiems and the geod falth ef

time it sesms to me there is ms doubt
2ot undsr preper soxtrel of the A.C.

legns and Reggio Eailia,

I sn aware that there is seme kiad of selfegevermmant in every
and these ware really umder the eccmmmad of the A.C. efTicers.

eaxp. My repressntatives vizited f.1. camps ia BO

waki oa behalf ef Gansral

Barlstta = Prani campe-are in fsat govermad by the spaseial
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TIEPLACED PRFECEE AP PEPATRIATIO BUB InEI0
i /9 /el (h7) Tal, 4A70N81 Ext O (5 Pataumry, 1046,

SURJKCT: Inoldent at Polirh Refuree Cawné SAVLETTA and TRAVI,

™0 ; rolad (A) Allded Commisn'on
Polad (B) Allied Ceamminsion

ce8, A.V,1.Q. (2)

>

1, Attachod herewith coy of thie il.4'e lea'tar 2225 /8L /’
dated 18 Februarr 46 in reply tn Poligh Ambaesador'o note /23 /4E

doted 11 ebruary ‘46,

2. 'he renly was dollvered 'y herd o the Pollsh
Eebassy and receipt sigmed for at 1648 hours on 18 Tebruary 46,
vhe Allied Commicsion Officer who delivered tho rote wob informed

i\t would be givon %O the Polish Ambassador at onco,

/

For tha NMrec'nri

C.F, POMIGRGILL,
Ligvt=lolang] ,
Dauity D rechor.
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Ref) 2225/%. /% pobruary 1946,

Dear Mr. Arnbassador:

I write with refesrencerto the letter whioh your Excellency
addressed to me on G8h February 1946 concerning the unfortunate incident
which ocourred on 6th February durdng the viait of your representative, Mr,

‘ Martynowlce Yo the Marletta Displaced Peravns Cemp, Flease let me expresa
at once to your Excellency my profound regret at thim deplorable lappening.
I should be gratetul 1F you would Iurthermore convey my sincere gympatny to
the victinm, wio I trust has by now subslantially recovered from the injuries
which he received. 1 should like furkther to inform you that the sender w2
officer nt Barletta camp hes been dnatmicted to take rll poasible steps to } —
identity Yr. Vartynowlez's apnanilart= po that they can be brought t justioe.l '

The whole of the faots relating to the Ancident have now been
asaembled and fully examined and I ahould like to make some cbservations on

a number of polnts raised in your "xeellancy's loller,

In the rirst piace I regret that I am wsble W acoapt Lo
suggestion that you were in nny vy preased by my staff or by myself to send
& representatlve tu the caap. Un the contrary, wiile il wmyu not congldered
proper that & repressntative of the Folish Government should be refused
permigesion to visit o camp housing displaced persons of Follsh uutionallty,
I am gatisfied that the probability of his not being well recelved was made
abundantly clesr to Mr, Wysailuskl, /411 possible precautions were taken o
guard against organised dsmonstrations and it wae considered that if a visit
bad to be made the oceasion cliosen was as propltious aa any other, Moreover,
I am sure that your Fxoellency will agree that for Mr. Martynowwlos to have been
accompaniod by a militsry escort would have defeated the objeot of his viailt,
and, for tids reasun alone, would have been in ths highest desree undeslrable,
It was for this reason that the British Commandant of the camp gave instruovtions
for the Polish Military Folice to be hold in reserve ocut of sight of the people
in the ofwm,

In regerd to yowr suggestion that the disturbance was premedltated,
I oan find no evidence to support such a view. I have persconslly satlsiied
pyself that the dncident arose from a spontanecous cutburst on the part of a f'ew
persons who apparently allowed thedr feelings to overcome them, and that the
bulk of the crowd which collected was net actively hostile to Mr. Martynowlas.
urthermore, I can assure your Excell that your information that members of
the Folish Foress in wuniform were present in the crowd is entirely erranecus.
lof one off'lcer or other rank was there exeept for the Military FPolice who ware
held in reserve as I have explained abeve., In the confusiom of the incidemt,
bewever, I could quite understand it Af Mr. Mrtynowies had a diffTerent in-

pression,

I am sorry that you thought 4% nevessary to refer to a lack of
signa of "interference”™ in the camp's affairs by the two British of
the permanent staff. I would point ocut that the Allled Comdssion / = /).
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iz rasponsible for the feedling and gensral cars of digplacs Hersons in

Italy, and the sise and functions of the British Carp Jtall at Marletta and
Tranl 4s in line with normal Allied Comndusion practice. For this purpomse
only & very small edrinistrative stalf 1s provided in each camp. The ocamps
are in no sense administered under rdlitary discipline and mre orgenlsed on

» commnity basis in mocordance, as far as possible, with the wishes of the
dinplaced pernons. The executive work of cenp adminiatration 1s, when
practiocable, entristed to duly elcoted officieles of the same notlonality as
the refugees. 1n the furtherance of this policy 1t hes been found neeessary
at Parletta and Tranl camps for cartain of the officials in charge of such
gechnical services &s Medical, Supply, Trunsport, Engineers, etc., to be provided
by II Polish Corps. If mowe Allled officers with adequate knowl edge of the
Polish longusayge were available, use of membery of II Polish Corps would not be
NeCesnary. wut this nlas &5 not thoe cese, os 1 am sure you will understand.

T ar uneble to find evidence to puppert the painf'ul allegation made
in your letter that the four Zritish officers who acconpanied Mr., Nartynowlcs
failed to do 211 in thelr power to protect him, I have satlafled mywell' that
they Aid thelr utsost to ahleld him from hia aseailanta and that but for their

decisive nnd $actful action, togetlier with the competent interve tion ol the
FPolish ¥ilitary police, the in ‘0o 1 ht have had oven more serious
conaaqUencas,

T ruich m™earet that the tele hons measd e passed to your mbasgy dld

not deacribe the incident in its corrvect porspeotive. i understand that this
was partly due to the indifrerant tele lone commindeation betwoen Jard and home,
partly to languege dliTiculties wi? pavtly to the seluetance ol the caller o
pass & full report cver o mublice line,

In conclusion 1 abould 1lke to repent my deep re rel over the wiwle
affeir. Very elaborste precaviions were taken,but in the event ihe very thing
ocowrred, which these precouticns wore deaigned Yo avold. T have now care-
fully considered whether nore cowld or glwuld have peen done to puard apgainst
the inescapablc i'lsk attached %o such a visit., 1 have reached tha defindte
conclusion that no more could have been done without increasing the probabllity
of %rouble.

Very truly yourn,

EIJERY W. STONE
Hear Admdral, UBKR
Chief Commdssioner

[is Excellency H. Kok,
Polish iAsbassgdor,
Folish Embazcy,

ROMT .
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SUBJECT: Tncident during visit of Polich Embacxsy
reprecentative to Barletta Displaced
Perscne Camp.

TO + Heandouarters, Allled Commlssion,
AYO 39L4.
(Attn: Ixecutive Commissioner).

In confirmat ion of telephone conversation Brigadier Lush -
Bripgadier Parsont of 15 February, you &re authorised Lo reply to
the Polish Ambassador's note of 8 February in the sense of the
attached agreed draft.,

Y OOVBAND (F LIFUTENAUT GENER AL MORGADN

.['-ll ”i He Pl"'f.:-[.:l'
Brigadier
Aoting fcslstant Chief of Staffl, G-

rnel: as ahove,
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CFF/edg
HEADQUARTERS ALLIED COMMISSION
APO 394
DISPLACED PERS(NS AND REPATRIATION SUB COMMISSION
DPR/9/G-11(DP) Tel 489081 Ext 379, 13 Pebruvary 1946

"*-I SUBJECT: Incldent at Polish Refugee Camps = BARLETTA and TRANI

TO : Exscutive Commisaloner 1o |

s

1, Attached herewith report in draft form as requested by G=5, AFHQ
and submitted on 11 February 1946,

2. At the same time a draft reply to the Polish Ambassedor's note

was pubmitted to Brigadier Parsoms, G-5 AFHQ, This reply will be
considered at AFHQ by POLAD American and British and forwarded to Allied

Commisaion,

For the Director: =

A

(ff'; (.-_Ll'.i

C mfﬁﬁnfzn,
t. Colonel,
Deputy Director.
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Note for file.

Cole Fothergill returncd frow AFHG 11 Pebruary to report on

what aotion taken by AFH{J. British Embassy NOT taking any actlon.
Americen Embassy have not had the letter from Polish Ambaspador.

Answer to Polish Ambassador's letter to go from AC direct and not

through Embassios. )J/f'

12 Feb. Lb. 230,

4
i
i, |
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Raf; . n”i _ELFW*TI‘F 1946,

Youwr Exoelleocy! ’;‘

: I have tg - fcknowledge receipt of your letter
H0e9/23/46 dated Hth February 1946, addressed to Almlral
ftone, ard to express my sympathy with Vr, Martmowlcs for
the injuries suflexred by him.

I am studying o report on the lncldesits submitted
to me by ithe Ddgplaced Fervans Sub=Commdanion und will reply
Lo your letter in sétall in the cowune of tha next few days,

foura sincerely,

34
B [ [ 1]
Fi

Brd adier,
Aoting (hicof Comrdasaloner,

His “xosllenoy H. Kok,
Folipsh /imbessador,
Folleh Ermbasay,

ROKE,

MIL/JO.
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ADV..dCED ALLIED FORCE HEADQUARTLAS &
LIAISON SECTION

nome, 9th Fabruary, 1946.

TE‘l] B

FRIVATE AND FEREUNAL,
&6 6 3 47
E 63 & 6

l'o Bripudier M.lush. CHE . MC,
Allied Commissicn.

Subject 3 MaHTYNCOHICZ Folieh dincident at Burletiu.

1. 1 enclose herewith extracts and comwments on two newspuper articles
dealing with thie incident, for your informatlon,

lhe ullegutions agzinst the Folish Corps contalned 1n the GIORNALE
DEL MATTIMO are serious, and may Have to be considered at the same time
as the interview given to UNITA by Colonel SIDCH,
o, OCplonsl Findlay wae present when the incident took rlace at
Barletta.
4. 1 understund that a report is being prepared at AFHQ which may go to

high level , Foreign Office, State Dopartment etc.

L]
]

7 ﬁ tluﬂluﬂﬂll '

g e— e — R
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m Lt.Colonel Count de Salis o I. e

ADVANCED vrtns) FORCE 15 'DOUARTERS m
LIAISON 81! HIUN

fome , S8gqturduy 9th Yebruary, 1946
AVlg 3 2 3

To § “iwison Section. AFHy.LMF,

Subject 3 MARTYHUWICZ Foldish incidepnt at BARLATIA,

L EPRBE SO,

le In the Italian newepaper ESPREGSGU of Friday Bth Februury last night, there
i an article on the inzident which I trunclate .o below j

: IT 15 NOT THE AMUASSADGRE FAULT,
BUT THE FIVE ACOREEEORS DO HOT KNOW THE FENaL CODE
i Folish Diplomut was attucked yesterday and " furiously " beuten=up
by five unknown men for remsons alsc unknoem. He is called Taddeus MARTINUNICZ,
born at WARSAW, 33 yesrs old, sand lives in Home at VIA MONTEDOROD 16,
About ten oclock last night (Thursduy Tth February, the a/n Diplomat vwas
quietly walking in VIA BARI when five men appromched him, and very speedlly
5 without uttering « word rained on him nuwercus blows with eticks.
The wretchsd mem lost conscioueness. The nmotive for the aggression
ip comwpletely unknown. The a/n Uiplomat recoversd conscicusness after ten mirutes
with his forshead -enormously swolen. He also had two hemslessssssleshbem porfectly

pynmétrioanl
aisoddew bruises on each eye for which he was taken to the HOSFITAL BAN GIACUMO,

2. LICANALE DEL MATTINO, Saturduy 9th February, 194¢

" The ANSA Agency circulates the following communique from the Folish

laformation Agenoy Fei.F.

Opn the invisstion of the Allied Commiselon, ¥r.laddeous Martinowice , attache
to the Folieh Embassy in Rome, went to the camp at BARLETIA where folish i T
e A 4 y 4 4)

sitizens, exefrisoners of War of the Ugrmans, are qulrtnris-

Shile Mr.Mertirowlos , mccomp.nied by four Senior Bpitish Officers of the

Al1ied Commission wsas visiting the temp, snd conversing with the ex-prisoners




T B =

k9 S5 017
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na wiae Lllacked Ly a gri of individuale, of whom =some 1 v ipn FPOLIGH !

1

3 dilitary Upniform.

From the way in which the incident geeurred, it clearly appears that
the attack was moet ocarefully prepared by ithe Folish Comemnd of the ‘amp,
which Command d-;nﬁ- on the the Allied Commlesiom, but which is 1in practice
(4n fuct ) under tbe exclusive control of the 2nd Folish Corpe.
It is evident that the 2nd Folish Corps, in view of their early dissolutionm,

is endesvouring to vindicate themselves by aols of barburous aggreasion.

It is with eimilar acts of " propagands " 4hut thie Corpe ie sesking to
force the Folee who have soughit rofuge in ihe Camps {0 remain in Italy. Ve
3. I huppened to meet Mpr.lulcolm thie mording, and I inforced him that

thie mutter was being reported to the tiate Dgpurtment of the U.S. e

thought that the foredign Office would have to be informed 1in udﬁitiﬂn,

| ;_,,“J//ﬂff ;//d;*-

f ___..--""f:r Lolanel

i.8, with regerd to the whole incident.
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395
I Y :" ..F'l- . 1 i%®
/73/8=1I1 (B2) Tols LI906] XE. 0L rebruary 1946,
3 reoldent ot Jolish Nelfuged Campe ot BALL ars "
| * s '}r'H".'.[H'I;-". raE
ritish ‘sbossy, oon,
' } Dellae
: : .I-I. .|:l . ] @ W .
}u:‘, P"'ﬂ:t ‘.ﬂ-n.. B Basm 89
. sttaahed Bearewith for jiowr inforsation soponee of evenis regecd Lag
vislt ol 1ish Aepresmtetive o ellsh wiecee Conpa at 20 LETT amd LAL o
o e  iresotar.
|-.'- iy . ¥ ]
t. Melonel
Lepmty [lregtur,
.'ili}"r t.lll'.l

sxymextive Comalsol oo,
Allled Ccusndpslion,

2P i |
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