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Ref: BES/B.12 6 May 1946

SUBJECT: Coffee way T 1946

TO t Chief Comm!saiomer

Allied Comisaion

1. The Italian Government's prihibition of the importation of
goffes, both in trads channsla and in gift pnolkages, was based upon
its desire to permit impért of only essentials.

2¢ The Tertriotion on the importation of coffee France Valuta
will end 1 July., The forenrd date. 1 July, waes affixed so that the
vario s trader- would havye an opportunity to get thsir businesses in
order with scme degree of equity to all.

5. The relaxation of the prohibition againat ooffee in gift
packages was 1 April. Sinces you noted advertisements xrnhi‘hitirm
coffes in gifit saokages during visit to the United States, it is
bélieved that the publicity at has suffered inncowragy from a
time lag. Suggestion is being made to the IR0 that he cbtain a release
of the latent informamtion designed to olarify the positiom,

b _ﬁ;mm == The following is a brief review of the gift
pacikage !

(A) Nov, 4 = Authorising 1.8 kilogram packages

Dea, 45 = Weight inorensed to 5 kilograms
without duty, or 12 kilegrams,
the difference in weights bedng
subject to duty., Ooffes exoludsd,

Apr &b - Weight inoreased to 20 Xilograms

without duty. DPackages may iiw
clude 5 kilograms of caffes,

(8) A 50 kilegram Package may be received duty free
and without permites Af it contains oereals,

fleur, pasta, dried legmes, or wines,

_.-"{[L{ L”-' j:?:/' | fﬂ_

OHARLES W, WALTOM ’
Colonel, AD

Aoting Vioe Presidewt

N
%

y‘ ;‘ m:“ii.-hum Offioer. 4951
(r X | Lo
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WO Fool Mbmtim « Sapplesmtary Report.

i, Porwarded hovewith is covrespondence for the informtion
of NATIGD,
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Bureau of Reguirements and Pistribution
HC/oh
Telr 550 & Mareh 1946

AMITs  Verld Food Supplies

™ i Allisd Foree Headquarteras
Attns Asalistant Chief of BtafT

G5 Seution

1. At the wgtﬂhn of the Executive
pond ing you eoplea the following:

Qm-ul"ﬂ'h Je I am

of
the subjeet Of the serious
sitwtion which haa srisen in relation ta wordd

i
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GABNLE OGNTHOL MO, 01331

JLTT ] Tela
Aosion Ohief of Misslom
gubjest  A/1/003

Chief of Maesion (2)
- Bursau of ¥ & A Eg

Pureau of R & D (2

Burean of R 0

Caaarta

Ciroulation

Uable Oontraol

YROMy VASHINOTON

f0 ¢ BUUW RGUE NO, 1355 6.2.,0946 Time 11l

Nhosse in oy
Unnisshesed tion Aloide De Gmsperi Repentsd it

duty to inform :::tﬁn g very seriows eltuntion has san An r-ﬁ::ﬂ“
to world food supplies, For & variety of reasona the supply poei

supplying coun mmmﬂumulmmm
s the I:it: :l.m Kelief and lshebilitation AMdriniatration
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Giornale del Mattiue - 11.2.08

(Tsranelation)

The Prenier Minister De Ussperi anmwared Mr. Lehman, as followass

*The Italian Govermment has the greatest understanding for your sry
of alorw and thanks you for your pronise %0 take sll poasitile countess
OaSUTeH e

From our pert we intemd $o establish a gtriot food disalipline, wry-

1 ing %o une overy possibile focd Pesouras und exorolsing a partioularly
sovere control over the cerwals and fats sector, It is my duty, howevesy
to inform you shat the latest redustions brought our retlon to an extremely
low level that does not evem resch 700 ealoriss deily.

Furthoimore, the soares eveilability of nom-patiomsd products, due to
she winter mm: makes Lt Aupossidle for toen dwelling papulntiocne te
ovmplote their food ration, and reach 1500 salories, the indispsnsable limik
necessary to avoid serious oconsequenses nob only from the eeoncmis point of
viow, but slso owing to the great inerease ef :::u-ﬂm..
found expecially smongst prisoners, refugess,

wning bhose, and ot, with full right, parti
:im fhat I'.I.llutﬁ.-;.n tha goneral problem of requiresents of liberated
sountries = Soke bhis guestion into censidsretion end will make every possible
offors to enours to the Italian pecple = with the Yebruary-June plan = $he
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-f-. Attached *ﬂf’fﬂﬂtn for your information are copies of the UNARA wheat cablep

about. whizh 1 spoke at the Vice Praosidents! meating this mornin I hay "
the Chief Conmiasicner a folder similar to this one. B el

, .H/! % 1, s %‘%“ﬁh&
Baon Seo Rthilth. ARLAY BEVRLAND '
<0 Feb 46 5’1,}-' }JL Acting Vice President b :
Jm( ]J-EJ'. e = rf]r
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(Trannlation)

" e

O SINATION @ ITALKAL POD fi

mm-ﬂwn-mwumwumam.
mﬂm,pﬁwmmmmlnmﬂmm.m
sbtained the full sfipathy of Aserican Jtate Department Cireles, Answering
Mr. lolmann'es previous nesssge, which warned the world, agnin, of the
dangere of this mmmrm,mmummwhw-
tioas of conswption, the Prasident of the Italian Counell pointed cub that

as very true by the U. 8. Oovernmet, for shom the fart that the food of

the Ttallan puople has reached the last ldmdt of luman possibility, 1s a
motive of constant woOrry. m:wmnmrmmamm

sadd of ficin) « 45 the lowest of all Burbpesn cowntriss, e assured that
the State Departaemt would undertals come bteps with UNERA so that everything
Mlommldh-m-hmm-rﬁ.ﬂﬂmtnlh-lﬂuthmm

woree for it could be fatal for theussnds of pecple.

Seoe 1S
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(Translation) L5 G 1048

The Presier Minister De Gasperi mswered Mn, Lalmann, as ® llow;
T™he Italian Gevernmmmt has the grestest undsrstanding fer your ory of
alarm md thanks you, fer your promise to take all possible counter-

MBI 00
From our part we intend to sstablish a striet food disclpline, try-

ing 40 use every possible food resource and exercising a particularly
mMmlmthmJ:leﬂl rector, It 1s my duty, howver,
to inform you thut the latest reductions brought our ration to an
axtremaly Yow lovel that dees not even reach 700 calories daily,
Purthermore, the scarve avallability of noneratl emed products, due to the
wintsr monthe, makes it impossible for town dwelling pﬂ]:!lltiﬂ'.l to complete
thedr food ration, md reach 1500 calories, the Aindispemsable limit
necessary to avdld serious consequences not only from the econcumle

podnt of view, tut also awing to the great inorease of tuberoulosis,

which 45 to be found especially mmonget prisoners, refugess, and displaced
poreons who are retwming home, and expest, with full right, partioular
conaideration, I am sure, that UMRRA will -~ in the general peoblem of
requirements of liberated Osuntries - take this guestion inte consideration
and will meke overy posaibls effart Lo msure to the Italian peopls -

with the FPebeunry-yune plan « the minimsn calories necessary for life,

| L MY 45953
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1. The fullowing is the poaltion as reported by the Food Sub-
Comuission and the WNHERA Food Seotion.

2. Monthly conmuption in Italy on o ration of 200 grams of
bread daily and 500 grams of pasta montily in Southern Italy mmounts
to 250,000 tons, On 1nt Pebruary estlmatod stock was 211,000 tons,
i,s,, leas than & month's supply. Arrivals and amaassl in Pebruary
produced 250,000 tona, -

3. March arrivals will amount to 240,000 tons snd after that
dute UNRRA has not yet received any assurances with respoot to monthly
programmon including March losdings from the United States, Argentine
or Australia,

he UdKRRA nre thorefors connidering cancelling the pasta ration
altogether ao from 18t March. Az a result of this and with the
entimited arrdvals through May and June, theavailonbility on 1t June
will fall short by 50,000 tons o fhe consumption and on 1st July there
will be no grain in the country wistecevex, The only way to tide over
the foeding of the country through June and July, by which time the
harvest should be coning in, is to reduce the bread mation to 150 grems
and cancel. the pasta ration altogether.

5. This reduced ration would bring Italy on to a ration which
is amotly half of the minimum oubalstence ration for which ARMQ have
secured from CCS throughout the last two years.

6, 'The latest telegram from UNRRA WASHINGTON is extremely
pesnimistio and refers to "the oatastrophic March shipment position®
and warng UNRRA ITALY that fipures will probably have a dowrmard
tendenoy.

7. An can be seen, the situation is extremely give,
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