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JANUATY 1945 FED | ! .,

The Italian Govermment began the new year with a conltinuation of ite efforts
Lo #golve the probleu of reconstruction. _{_m January ‘5 the Council of Hinigtere el
agide three billion iire for repairg to public buildings and two billion lire to
be uzed to provide adequate housing for i v111uu.-. 'he Goverrment cipnagized that
the funds were to be epent on urpent IEE!h].J- rather than on new construction which
must wait for a more Titting tiwe for nation-wide plammingg OSpecial coamaittece have
teen Tonied in the loccl cawunes for the purpoee of providing imuediate ghelter,
thus weking certain that the prolilem will be approachcd frouw & locsel asz well o &
national point of view, At the gome tiue the Couneil of Minictore approved measuree
which will raipe the lecod allovwance and doulde the ciparette ration of ell fipghting

Ty =

aoldiers,
|
Durine the caulv part of the wonth, Air jiinister Scialoio announced that he fhas |
obliyed to resign hic m::*'t for reszong of ill heallh. [Je was succeeded by Signor q
Iaijd Gusparotic who recently returned to Italy (rom Switzerland., Sipnor Gasparotto '
does not belony to any perty and although he iz 72 he ie an exu‘m.,r':ly viprorous and .f
forceful peraonality. |

On January 1l tle How: press carried an Order of the Doy published by the Central
Ceamuitiee of Wetional 1dlberation urpging the “fr:mvclwl.ent to congfitute a nationzl angy. |
The prese, perticularly the lel T;—‘.u.nj_ pregg, came out strongly in support and the |
Canmittee of National liberation thoreafter sent copies of it to the Upited States,
Soviet and Frditich Bwbasgier, Il wan the contention of' the Camnitiee that the fail- ]
ure of' the Allied authorities to rezpond to the degirez of the ltalian people f'or
greater partieipation in tie re=coniuest of national indepcndence and in bthe caminon
war for democricy hed resulted in an unlortunate deprezsion of morale.

The agitation in the Home presp for wore active Ifalian participation in the
war was in sharp contrezst to the distuzbences wnich have continued in Siegily through=-
out the month in protest aguinet the call-up of' the 1914 to 1924 olaszes, 'The ini=-
tial difficultise took place in Catania during the latter part ol Deveuwber, They
were eecily quelled and the siluation eppeared Lo be relumming to nonnal, liowever,

tovord the end of the Cirst week of Jamnuary much wore gerious disorders broke out 4
in Rapusa Province, JAwmed crowds digcarmed Cerabinieri and later the troope that were
gent in support in the town of Comiso. BSubsequently the dizlurvaness reacned such
proportionz as to ceurc the Italian Government Lo use recomnalicance planes &nd to
gend two Italian cruisers to Sicilian waters to protect harbor installations al
. Falenuo and Catania end to show the {'lag, 300 Italian troope entered Vittoria during
the worning of Jamiury 10th and Comizo at noon on the following duy, spparently
apainet little opposition. Gy the fourteenth of the wonth Rejuea Province was reported
[ to be returned to normal and operations were in progress againol the riotera who had
teken to the country. In the meantiue omell disorder: broke oub in Agrigento Pro= . /) |
. vince but were quuelled by January 15th. By the end ol' the umonth Sieily wae again F*t 74

quiet. It 8eemy clear that the disorders in Sicily were on a fay larger scale than

4 i el I 7
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those of Decomber. As regards the reacon {'or thece later wistupbances the cauzes
spem to be the swme az before, nmusly, a penuine desire to avoid conseription al thie
stape of' the war, Lne unpovularity of prain amascing eand the cloging of the flour
wille, In addition, nore evidence hag bLecn obtained of the activitien of' meparatiat
and faseist elewentz working under Geruan direction.

On the beeic of their expericnoe in Sicily, the Italian authorities have taken
precautions in Sardinia where it is proposed in tne noxdy two monthe to omll up the k
cane 19U to 192L classes, ‘There waz, however, an anti-call-up denonsgtration in !
Cagliori, Bardinia on January leth az a resull ol which one person was killed ond

elever injured. lortunately, no additionsl disturbances were reported.

in the field of intéernational affairs, the Italian Ministry of Foreipn Affaire
hae announced the reswsntion of relations between Itely snd Norway and that rela-
tions are also beiny re-activated between Italy on the one hand and fumania and Pul-
Actually, diplosatic relations between thesc two countrice and
Ttaly were never bepoken ofl' but were mersly sudpended as a rerult of force wajeurs,
The prezent developments are, therefore, cluoimed to be nothing more than the ro-active-
tion of exicting relationz. lhe liinizter of loreign Affairs alszo announced the
foriel recognition by Italy eof the Chungking Government and declared null and veid
the Fascist Viemma fward of' 1940, replacing it by a declaration of the '"necessity of
free co-coperalion between Itoly end the Balkan/Danubian lintione", At the sane time
Signor Alberto Tarchiani as Ambecsador to the United Sta teg.
Sigmor Tarchigni ie & real Anti-lascist, ne wat oncc pditor of the "Cormiere delln
SereMin Jilan and went into exile in 1926, Fe ie a memler of the Action Party and
served in the last Dadoglioc (overnment as Minister of Yublic Works., '|

parie on the otlier,

the appointment ot

!

At ite January 30th meetinpg the Council of idinisters also aexamined relations
between Ttaly and [rance, The llinister of Foreipn Affairs set out the conditions on
wiich both diplanatic and consulay reslotions and more | eneral relotions between the
two counkrics wdpht be nomulized, “he Council expreczed itc ardent wigh to re=eotablish’
ng poseible the traditional f'riendehip betueen the bwo counlrice and yee-

as gquickl;
nerked thot leneral de (loulle eeemed to ghave the opinion. |
Sirznor beeri who hasz lately returned from exi le 4in o teperland has been named J

Secretury ol Lthe righ cJommisgion oy Sanction & 5 ]
Procident of the Council of linieters Trom his responsibilitice ol presiding over
Faer Lo accictant camnisgioners which he hue been doing sinee the regination of

Count Sforsi.

singt Mecion, tuereby relieving the
il i B , b -

The Council of Ministers have decided to pluce the Chief of Auniy Ster'f under
the Ministyy o War and General Honco hes been sppointed to this poste

Aftar such speculation in the presg as to whether or not it would be held, the {
trial of Generul hoatta and Hignori Suvich &nd Jacaml opened on Jonuary 23rds "The
preliminary inveslbizetions indicated that military matterz end cquastions of' high policy
are involved, However, at thée end of Juminry there ind been no develgpments of parti-
culor Nnotce

aonlovence leld toward the end of January , S3lMor SCOCCiAFTO,
ealled on journaliete to co-oporate in "wobilising

AL hig TareE:

the now Hinister for Cecupied Xtaly,
publie opinion in fayer of the riisans of north Itely" and he smounced that the
1ith of February would Le obeerved na a "dny of national polidarity! dedicated to |

- 1.}‘ t
sonference by stating that

patriots, gpoldicre, sadilort and sirmen, He coneluded hie ¢

1491 -
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hig iinietry vwas above party politiecs and claimed that he and hie Libersl Under Secro=
tary, Siimoyr Ternaquinei, worked topether as if' they bBelonged to the sane party.

idong the sane line, it hwa heen reported that the enlistment of particans in the
regulor Itelien forces Nas Deen propreseing rapidly in recent woeksz, In all
probubiTity Tais ia due Yo improvemsnta thiat have been made in receiving ond caring
Tfor the portisuane as they cous throupgh the line and to the feclin;s that the Ilalien

Angy now 1= represented in the fdphting line and ig piving a pood account of' itself,

Signor Ferpemi, the new Comiissioner of Lhe lood Comaiszsariat pave a preze
aonfevence in wihich he srmounced that the two cepavate divicione of alimentetion and
rotioning would be replaced by one directorate penerale. He pronised to facilitate
the oryenization of' co-operntives and proup kitchens and to cneourage exchanyges he-

LT A

tween the répions and co-operotion with UWRKA,

On Jenvary 15th privete newe apgencies were allowed to recume activities in
Hane a2 a result ol' instructions frou the cupreme Alljed Cousander, fThie means that
world news egencies fuch as the Associnted Press, the International lews Service,
Reuters and the United Freees tre frac to cedl news to any individual Iiaelian nevepoper
and newspepers ere in ihn free to by eny world or damestic newe service they with.
thic etep toward the democratization of Itely wes hailsd with enthusiasm in the Fowe
presg which rejoiced at the end of their longr servitude, GCradually private news
avencieswill be adnitted to the reet of Italian Covernment Italy as soon as the
technicsil dilTiculllies cen he overcame, The Supremc Allied Commander's instructions
alzo envicaged the carly relurn to Italien control of redio broadcasting within the
territory under Italian Jurisdicalion.
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