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Ref #P/B8D.811 6 Dosamber 1944
§ Dtl ad

Danpy xaxtor Mraonagy

I have rocdeived vour lotéer of 1at Decesber in rossrd o the
detentieon off certain Italilan nnldinrﬂ an tho Inland of [isam Ana
ad jolnfog leinnca. 1 vwas peseontly informed by Alllsd Fures Hoad-
ganrtera tlat thin matter hnd boen referrod to the Pritish ¥ilitary
Henlon with Yugoslay Headouartarns T bave now formpeded 8 copy
of vour latter to Allies]d Forge Yendguarters with a roguest that
it should e trameeiited o the Britluh Miapion for suoh aotion awm
sy ha possible.

Very truly yourid

[5/ Jeresfy W S Towus

BLLERY W, STOKE
Jomapdore, UONR
Ohief Coomineionar

Fia Sxoellenoy Ton Renato: Prunan
Seoretary Ganeral of €the

I8l inn Mifletry of Toreiem Af'fuirs
Gone
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xty 300,
Refs  8260/8/000 & Degaxbex 190k,
HURIROL; Italdans in LIEM8A,
T : Foellitvlonl Seobiorn, 1 @

4

o

Te 1 forward flw oxdginal of a leotter and oagy of
translation fron the Minister of Foredgn Affairs , on the
pilbjeot of trestment of Italiens 4n the Island of RIDGA.

24 Would you please teke the neosssnyy notion em
this letter, and eop this Off'ice and the Mindster of Poreign
Affeirs informed o' the stops which vou have takem,
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o ROUGH TRAMSLATION b

HITIOTNQ DRGII AFFART ®oTERI
Il '.Efu;_:;rntnriu Generalo
Rame, 2nd Decamber Wi

Poar Adnmiral -

With Memorandum Hos 5511 of July 5th, 1944, the liniatry
for Foreimn Affalire drew the attention of the competent [llied Authorities
on the distresséng situntion of the Italian soldiers who, having eacapad
capture by the Geimans and voluntorily Joined librshal Tito's partisans,
hadl been detadnnd by the partisan Command in the Island of Lissa and other
noarby islands and there subjected to inhuman treatment. With letter
Hoe 15/1932/123 pddressed to you, we requasted you, dear Adndrsl, to inter-
pose your aunthority in order to obtain that the request forwarded by the
Itolian Ceneral Stat'ft to the Militery Allied Authorities tending to obtain
the early-repatriation of all the Itanllan soldiers and ssllors detainad
on those islanda, shouldreceive favourable cohaideration. You were so
lind as to anawor to this letter on Ootober 5th ult. exprossing the hope
that satisfactory solution of the quastion could be attained in the near
future.

The War Ministry has now t'orvmrded to this Ministry oopy
of a letter dated Nove 18t addrgospd to thoe inlstsr of War by onn of the
Ttnlian soldiers detalned on a Doalmatian island and according to which
thay are still kept in concetration camps and subjected to ill=trestmenta,
They tlso camplaoinad that "the promise made to them to repatidate tham to
Italy so that fiiayr cowdd fiphtiinothe ranks of the Italian Army" lias not
been madntadned,

It 45 noedleas for me to repeat to you, dear Admlral, how
diptressing this state of affairs appears to us and how mucious we are to
bring to an end the sufferances of those pallant and loyal aoldiers who
hawve overcoms great dangors and diffioculties in order to reaalise thelr
desire of fiphting agalinot tha Cemans; the moral injury caused by the ine
Jjuastice of whiah they are vietims appenrs to be even graver than thelr
materinl privations,

. I tule the liberty, my dear Admiral, of resorting apain
to your good officen in order to ohtain the repateiation of the Itallan
soldiers datalnad on Dalmatian Islands at the eaxlient possible orpordtu=
nity ond I ber you to aceept with my wviamest thands the expreosslons of
my hiph conolderation.

Cordially yours

1207

4ddmiral Ellery Stone,
(Ml ef Comgndopionsr of the Allled Comndssnion
| ROME
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Roma, Ootober Ahth, 194.

Die: Gany Aff. Fol. Uffs 1II
n. 42/02480/7

Daaxr Admimnl,

. . . : . = . ’

ISR SOl ™ N 418LLEOY €1 L5l el L Lo R S ¥ |

s ldant , mith Jettor dated 7th Augunt, flo. 296/1, had
gnonslon to write to you conosraing the seriouns inaidenta that were pone
astantly ocourring in Coraloa,

In oanler to do all thnt was vonalble within thair means tr;r!iuniﬂ
the repatlition of similar incidemnta, the Itelian Goverrment aome Lime ago
Ascidad to with draw the Itnlinn troovs Trom Corslen and subsequantly with
drew the Itnlian units attachal to the Group of Jompatles of spoolallzed
workerns.- Unfortunately, it 4p not in their power to aveid the deplorable
axooasen of #ll kinda which ara helng oontinusd by the French Adndniatration
and Milltary Copmnds 40 Jorsica apalnst Ttalian treoons and olvlilians who
are atill on the Island,

The civillang are bolay rathlesaly persecuted: Orom arbitmry arrest
without any mintmm lezal guarantes, to grevious Lll-Ctreatment swatamationlly
inflioted by the suverviaion ataff, and Lo expulesion affected in such odroum-
gtancan aa’ to inoly sratioally the nvolintion ol 4ll the ssssts belonging
to the exmelled pardon,

The crewz of ths Roval uasval units, at the owiers of the Allied
Conmand, anchiored in the ports of the Iasland , mre the objeat of constant
and Injustitled attacks an? [tulian soldders and peridoons who sporadlcally

! land in connection *1th wmr ojérmtlona on the mainland, ars ganerally arredtod
| the momont they arrive an! detained in prison without any reason for an undatar-
rlnad period,

I part oulardy wish to draw YOy nttantion on the maunasr in woleh
| ITtelinns detalned wmler arreat or oriaoners are trepted In Corsion. From i
.' mérous revorts I have recoived, 1t would, in fhol, apponr that Ttallan soldiers
detained In prleon in Coraica are subjacted to the mont inhumane treatment,
from the most painthl priva'ions to tha gravest hurlliatlons and torturen,
and that the Italian troops who, attached to the German formatlons, have heen
taken orisoners by the French in Elba nnd on the mminland, amdl to whom aoosnr-
ding to recent agrowmsonts the states of vrisoners of war should be grainted,
are being lopatoad treatd as if they were comon créainais and are herded
together in ordinery prisona,

_17‘.-_-‘-._\- —.—-l—

a——— S

As rogsris partioularly the republican troops W"hi .E'U-.ﬁw.-rﬂ, tha

inteyont taken in onder to obitaln that the Ganova Convention be applied to

e o o b g ]
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them 18 also baopd on the faot that 1t would bve advimabls not to furninh to +he
Garuwans any pretext for resrisals towsrds the troops of the Tialisn Avwy that are
by theom taken yrisoners on the Tislian Ffremt,

In oonsidemtion of the neceasmity to put a stop to such a ilituntion, T
Cind mynelfl oblipged o have racourss to yvomr oourtesy and to ask you Kindly to
exmnine the posnibllity of eobtainlng that the Ttallan troona detatned undey
grrest or ay drlabners by the Prvngh in Joraloa be, without r:}r:::n-_mtim'l., navded
over to the Allled Authovities,

feto G, YVISUONTIL VENOSTA

Admiral Ellery W. Stone,U.5.N.R.
acting Chiefl Comisslioner,
Allled Comndinalon - ROMKE.
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iy dear Marchess Viecontl Venosta:

This 1s %0 acknowledge your letter 01932/123 of 25 Soptomiver LOLL
dealing with the distreseing situstion of the Italian troops in the
Island of Liesa and in the neighboring islande. T shall do My ubieo:t
in the mattor, and hops ¢ be able to send you a natisfaetory answer

very ahortly,

Inure very truly,

ELLEGT %. 810u8
Captain, UKk
Aoting Chief Cosmdssioner

\

His Kxoelleney Mavahese G. Visgont! Vezos
Nindetry of F Affalre -
Ttalian

%0 Political Segtien
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for your suthoritative imterest
Yours sincarsly,
/8/ VISCONTI VENOSTA
paly &2 W
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kindly suppart
apee

attantion of the

|
diztressing situstion
o

5%k July ult., this

!‘-n;.
Owing to this painful situati *
=

ticns,
from relisble infarms
Tegretfully learmt ths
| |
[ -

&eteful if you would

.

Damking you in advsnce
Acting Crisf Commissionsr,

ter
{*) Politieal Section, AcC.
Admiral Zlery W,Stome, U.S.N
Allied Control Cemsissicn.
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Ll

AFIY POR O-5 FOR ACTION AND US POLITICAL AUVISER AND BRITISH RESMIN FOR INFO

[ ACC HQ '_;udl'
: ' 2714 RODTINE

SEPR /4 POLITICAL
2/%

WO BAREN 10 AP FOR QRCRGE DASH YIVE FOR

F9/06S
REUR FOX HINE ONE ZERO SIX RIGHT (F SEPTEMBER

= R i
REPEAT OF OQUR Ti FIVE ZERO FORMS
COMMISSION THAT OVER OWE ZERO ZBL0 MEN BELONGING TO ITALIAN ARMED FORCES WHO EITHER RSCAPES

FROM QERUAN HANDS OR WHO RELONG 10 CREVS OF TTALIAN VESSELS REQUISITIONED BY THr ALLIED OR,

TUGUSLAV FOROES AAE DEING DETAXNED AT PRESEMT ON THE TSLAND OF LISSS AND OTHER NEARBY

ISLARDS Ph ACCORDING TO REPORTS RECEIVED BY ITALIAN GOVERNMENT YUGOSLAV PARTISAN AUTHORI-
TIES ARE RELUCTANT 10 RELEASE THESE MEN AND ARE TREATING THEM IN AN INHUMANE FASHION FD
ITALIAN GOVERNMENYT ROULD RE GRATEFUL IF ALLIED AUTHORITIRS COULD ASSIST IN SEOURING THEIR
REPATRATION,

POLITICAL SECTION
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MINISTERO DBEGLI AFFARI EJTERI
Hﬂ'i 55]1

MEMORANDUMNM

The Allied Authoritiea are mwere thal over ones huxired men
belonging to the Italien armed Forvces, are detained at present in the
island of Lispa and other neavby inlmnﬂﬁ.

Some of these wmen formerly belonged to Italisn Tnits in the
Balkanaj they were captured Ly the Germans after the Armistice, but
mwoeeded in sscapin and joinlug Merahal Tito's Foxoes. They were thon
takon to Ldesa and Oros there Jdislogsted o the verdous neerby inlands,
in onder not to andl the attention of the Allisd Commind om thalr
situation.

The other men also detained in the sbove igslenda by
Marshal TLlto's men, bolonged to the orews of Itollsmn motor-vessels
which huve been requisitioned efither by the Allied Authoritiee or by
the Jugonlav foroes,

Aogarding to relisble reports received, theds men are
treated in an utterly inhusen mamer; they are pragticnlly withont
olothosy thore are no gonitary arrangements whatmoever, and are subjected to
gorporal punishment.

It 1s wnderstoof that the Italian Suprome Command heve
Already approsched the competent Allied Authorities with a vlew to
arranging the repetretion of these men .

SALERNO, 5 Luglio 1944,







