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ALLIED FORCE HEAD.UARTERS DSJ/ D/ thh &

Military Government Section

MGS 254 L April 1944
SUBJECT: Displaced Persong - Closed Camp, Baril
TG ¢ Headguarters, Allied Control Commlssion

Reference is made to your 73/94/CA of 15 March.

l. The recommendation contained in your memorandum
under reference has been referred to the Office of the Assis-
tant Chief of Staff, G-2, at this Headguarters who have
stated that it is considered essential that all permanent
residents of the closed camp at Bari shall be removed in
order that the registration and security interrogation of
refugees may be eflected with the safeguards necessary to
the efficient conduct of these matters. lost recent reports
received in the QOifice of the Assistant Chief of staff, -2,
from Security authorities in the field do not accord with
the opinion of the local Security authorities as expressed
in your memorandum,

<+ 'The considerations underlying the opinion expressed .
by C-2, AFH7, are explained in their memorandum R-389,506/80
of 10 March, which was forwarded under MGS 254 of 12 March.

It is held that in thls matter the claims of security must
be considered paramount, and you should therefore arrange to
remove all static members from this camp to other locations,

For the Acting Chief of Section.

DT ST JACKLING,

Copy to: G=2 - your DB-389.506/80 of 31 March refers.
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ALLIED FORCE HEADQUANUTIIRS DY/ iz
Milltary Government Sectlon
MEs=-254 12 Merch 1944,
SUBJECT: Dlsplaced Persona, Yuposlavs - (losed
Camp &t Darl.
TO : HQ. Allled Control Commission - Attention
MG and RC Sectlion, r
J TF)
Heference is made to our NGS: 254 gof 22 Pebruary,; .
as amended by our even number of 1 March., j“f
The attached copy of & directive from the Office of
Fhe Asslstant Chief of Staff, (-2, AFHQ, under reference B-
589.506/80 of 10 lMarch is forwarded for your atbttentlon and
early actlon.
'lﬂf For the Aecting Chief of Section:
&L\L‘E’MH‘“ -5 TN
= = A .-"‘I.n'l
. : 1ia o INALIELH f‘#w
Incl: Aa above, llajor, if&?b .
w5
Copy to: = (with enclosure) frfli W
Displaced Persons Sub-Commission, ' .
¢c/o HQ NO. 2 District, CUF \
GE(CI)
G=3
Civil Affairs Qf'fice
The Offlce of the Britlsh Resident Minister.,
) i""' "' r}ﬂluf
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ALLIED FORCE HEADQUARTERS f
Offlice of the Assgistunt Chlef of Staff, G=2 J
B=oi FU!J;"'HD 10 Iarech 1944 i
i

SUBJTECT: Yormation of an Interropatlon and lep lsLPﬂtiﬂ},{{’mh -

for Hefugees at DBAKI /r g} ﬂ
| + B, Allled Armles in 1taly, Mmﬂfff?d.’ i
Milltary (Governmment Sectlon, A.F.H.&. P | H
= € L
L, The registration and interrogation of refugees from Yuso- |
slavia an«d the Dalmatlen Coaal cn entry lnto Ltaly 13 consldered a E
matter of primerv lmportance for securlty resscns. It is known that B
the enemy Intends trylng to send agents under this cover. Alter con- B
qultation with the varlous authorlitles on the spot arrancements have ?

been made for sn Ilnterropgation teamn under lajor Hice, Securlty Intelli-
ence Lislson Offlce, C.ideFs, to carry out this work at the Displaced
Peraons Camp (formerly the Venables Camp) near Bari, liefore such
reclstration and Interrogation can be adequately verflormed 1t will
be necessary to evacuate 8 large number of relugees who have made the
Camn thelr home and who are now carrying on thelir businesses and occupf-
. tlons from this centre, It i1s understood that thls situation 1s recog-
! nlaed as bein; undeslirable and that steps are belng taken to arrange
; | for the removel of these people. 1t cannot be emphaslsed too strongly
| that thelr evacuation ls a matter of the utmost necessity and urgency.
In certaln cases the bona P'ides ol persons who have undergone the
primary reglstration and Interrogatlon are likely to be found to 1

require ﬂﬂtﬁiled examlination, Such persons must be kept 1n & secure
pl&cﬂ. It has been apgreed with the local authorities that a portion |
1

of the Camp sultable for the eccomodation of scome 200 individuals shall
be wired off so that persons requlring detalled lnterrogation can be |
safely confined. The wiring off of thls sectlon of the Cemp should be

commenced At once, i

2+ Althoupgh 1t 1s recopnised that the wlring off of the whole a
Camp may be rather an extenslve work and that some politlical capltal |

! may be made of the fact that by sc d oing we are confining friendly
| refugees, 1t 1s felt strongly that such an arrangement ls deslrable h
| and that 1t should be attempted if at all possible, The reglstration !
(A most Important matter) of refugees on arrival In Italy ls made much T
more difflcult If 1t 1s performed 1n an open Camp from whlch egress 1s
saay and uncontrolled. It 1=z consldered that no serlious political
1&sue will be encountersd 1f 1t 18 explalned that thils 1s done in

e e

e e e T e,

L

the interests of the refugees themselves and those of the Unlted .« ) )
latlonae TG ey
/a/K. W. D. Strong {
/t/K. W. D. STRONG T
Copy to: Major Rice, Securlty Intelllgence MaJor General, G.Se, H
As Co of 8, G=2

Lialson Oftfice
(thru Col, Jones S.E.BEuope Llalson Unit).
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ALLIND FORCE HRADGUARTERS DwW/1ive

[llifary Grovernment Section

MG 264 1 [iarch 1944,

sUBJECT: Dlanlaced Persons - Cloged Camp at Barl.

HG. Allled Control Commlssion - /
Attention KG and GC oectlon.

neference ls made to onr MGS 204 of 22 Februerys.

Pursuant upon further advlece recelilved Irom the 0OfTice
of the Hesldent jinisters at AFHQ the last sentence of parazravh
5 of pur memorendum may be replaced by the followlng passages

"There is no ohlJection teo thls preactice, but
care must be takenn to aveld civine the Hoyal
vuroalay santhorlties recason to complain that they
sre being denled facllitles plven to Partisan !
representatives, or are belng treated less zener- :

gusliy.™ |

For the Actineg Chlef ol Sectloni

topy to: Dlsplaced Persons Sub-Commisgsion, .-i:" g {
Q No: 2 Dlstriect CLF [ ) (1

=2 (CT) \HH___ ¢ 1
=3 A i

(iyv1ll Affairs QOff'ice |
The OFflece of the 2ritlsh Resident llinlster. W
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ALLIED FORCE HEADQUARTERS ATM/DW/cags -

Military Government Section I

MGS: 091,711 Yugoslavia 26 February 1944

|
SUBJECT: Displaced Persons - Yugoslav Partisans é

TO : HO Allied Control Commission,. i
Attention MG and RC Section. _ :

l.q t!

j ru

| |

The attached copies of GHQ MEF letter DMO/1031/5 of 15 ;
February, and of this Headquarters Informal Routing Slip initiated ~
on 18 February, are forwarded for information and necessary actlion ]
as specified in prticle 4 of the latter document. |

R;K:Wth;rhihﬂa_,_ f'

— "'-"‘-L'q-'_ [ ;'i
HENRY PARKMAN, JR., ]

Lt, Colonel, G.S5.C., |
Deputy Acting Chief. |

S

Incls: |
As above

Copy to:
Internees and Displaced Persons Sub=Commission
c/o HQ. No. 2 District, C.M.F.
(with copies of inclosures),
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ROUTE SLIP [:;}J,- 4

| - i

GCT=74/10 18 Feb 1944 ;
Force 133 1:

1 G=3 G=-1 (B) 18 Feb 1. Recuest your comment and recommendation 8 on attached
1944 letter from C-in-C Middle East Force.

2. It is recognized that Adv., Force 133 has certain res- :
ponsibilities in connection with all of the activities mentioned !

of which it cannot be relieved,

/s/ DN L
DANIEDL NOCE, “
Brigadier General, GeSelo;

keistant Chief of Staff, G-3

N - —
- — ] o

L T
- oy Ty

-a.-..-u---—-_——.-.-—-—-l--F-_--———-_———--

5 ADAG G=3 thru 20 Feb

&
=N
o
-
|
J
i
|
I
1
|
|
I
I
I
I
I
|
I
|
I
I
!
i

(0) Surgeon b Para 2(a).
G=1 and MGS ~  Hospital treatment of partisan wonded must eventually de- '
(E) volve on the Br Medical Service as N.A.L. have neither the per- 5}
sonnel nor the material to carry 1t out, U
This problem is being studied at the moment and certain pro- i
Whatever solution is found, however, the assistance i

poasals are under active consideration.

of Force 133 will continue to be needed in directing casualties to the hospitals, collecting ;

personnel discharged from hospitals, provision of {nterpreters, etec. It is also essential thd ;
the N.A.L. themselves make the utmost possible contribution ‘n the matter of providing Medical H
ofticers, nurses, orderlies, etc, Adequate numbers of UK personnel are not available to un- [
dertale the whole of this responsibility which 1s additional to 21l compitments for which pro= i
It is agreed that the executdve work will be carried ocut by No. 2 Dis- i

personnel allotted for that purpose, The policy will be decided by j

vision hes been made,
endations at present. w

trict utilising medical
AFHC. It i=s not possible to submit any furdier recomm

This problem coi
onnel are being employed for this purpose. It

present. F/W Canp staffs and other military pers
Tt is apreed that here again it will never be

is very desirable to regularise the position,
from and collaboration with Adv Force 133.

Para E_{b:]_* |
worns ACC and MGS rather than G-1(B). At i
possible to diepense entirely with assisgtance ‘
¥

Para 2(c), (d) and (e).
These are trainine problems which do not afiect G=1(B). It J

is noted that they are being dealt with in a segparate letter.
i

/s/ A.L. Elsworthy
A. L. BISWORTHY, Brigedier,ADAG i

for Major General (0), 3
D.A.G. n

‘ G-1 (B) |

i
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SURJECT S Displaced FPersons = Closed Camp &t Baxril, __.,er_f_ i
H'.:Q' hLL"“'-‘-'L C—“'i---‘-_r ke [:-Dl-..u.-l..n...:.ﬁlalar-— - 'PPH'.L....E:L_ b M= L e * I 2 ) ;f
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B Lo e iy g i o,
oy iy s Sy

TO :
ofo—tater—E -pistrivt—tviivEr

neference ls made to the attached
n=389,506/80 of L& February,
1ef of sStaft G-2, AFHQ.

nt of a closed camp, whlch
screening of refugees arr-=
is agreed, You should,
tnherefore, take the necessiry stepa at once, 1n con junction with
otner interested suthorities, to establlsh such & camp. It 18
suprested that the chIp lately adminlstered by the PW Sub-(om=
mission (Venablss Camp) &t Barl mirht prove the most aultables

5. It should be understood that this will be a transli

and thet, with the exceptlon of puards and camp ataff, there
must be no permanent resldentse This 1s & matter of importancs

to the Security authoritles. Peraonnel whom you have taken over
fpom the late PW sub=Uomnlssion could De employed &as guards, al-
though 1t 18 appreciated thal the number avallable may not be
aufflcient for thls end other tasks to which you may conslder it
necessery that they be assigned. If it is found that you have
insufficient personnel Lo provide guards the matter shnould he

referred bo thls Headquarters.

copy of & memorsanduim,
trom the 0ffice of

reference number 1
the Assistant Ch g&

Byt

1. The need for the aatabllshme

will permit the effective control and
iving in Southern Italy from the Balkans,

- --—I-L

L

e e e

OF P A — T

== an

CEUnD
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nave agreed to 1lasue instruc-

tratlon and screenling of re=

3. (=2 Sectlon 2t AsFHalde
rtera, with wnom it will be

tiong for co-operation ir the regls

fuzees to thelr subordinate lieadqua
rnecegsary that you work outbt details. NoO advantAgze can he seen

in the adoption of & standard reglstratlion form, but 1t will be !
neceasary that & pepreasentative ol the Displaced FPersons Sub= 1
commission shall be present at the interropatlion of refugees in i
arder thet whillst the detaills required by C.I.C. &nd FetbaPa 8IE m
obtained, those requlred in the complilation of records by the 4
Displaced Fersons Records Bureau may also be noted. The work of

resistration which will be carried out in thls camp wlll later f

he of assistance in the performance of the wider tesek of thg Ny
gouthern Italy, wh chi (_.'I

reglatretlion of all Displuaced Persons in
vet remalns to be undertalken.
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¢ 4s The pu iticml implications ralsed oy the establishment i
of such a camp have been discussed with the Offices of the Hes~ g
ldent Ministers at A.F.HeQe, who have Indicated that there can 5
be no valld objections put forward to the proposal, Similar pro=- 1
cedure has long obtalned in the United Kingdom for all refugees
entering that country from the continent,

Os It should be established that Aceredited Representatives
of the (zovernments of the Allied Nations, attached to your Sube
Commlission, do not have right of aceess to the camp, although they
may be invited to enter elther for Purposes of Inspection or to
gilve assistance in the Interrogation of refugees. This policy
should also be understood to exclude from the camp, except on
Invitation, 81l persons not belng British or American military 3
personnel. It l1s known to be the wish of the Security authorities 7
that members of the Yupgoslav Partisan movement should be admltted
to the camp for the purpose of 8sslsting in the majority of cases it
for interrogation., | In all cases where & member or members of ;
thls movement are invited to be present &t, or to asgist In the
Interrogation of refugees you should ensure that an Accredited
representative of the Royal Yugoslav \governnent 1s also invited
to attend, 2

A
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ALLTED FOICE HEADQUARTYVRS
Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff, G=2

E=-389,506/80 16 Februsry 1944

SUEJECT: Closed Displeccd Persons Sub-Cornmission Camp at Eari
(Venables Camp)

TC ¢ Militsry Government Secticn, A.F.Hele.

le A8 you are awere, refugees, chiefly of Yugo=Slav
nationality econtinue to arrive at Bari and e¢leewhere on the
Adriatic Coast from Yugo=Slavia in large numbers. Although
it hea been arranged that Fertisen refugees, who are not of
military age will proceed to Niddle East, it is quite clear
under present arrangements thet only those, who wish to do so
will ametually embork. Only a very smell proportion cf the
totel number arriving are either registered or sereened, and
no orgenisation in fact knows who is entering S, Italy at the

prescnt times

2. Although it wes thought originally that the security
dengers from this large influx of refugees would not be prest,
it has now been determined that c neidersble numbers of those
~vacuated have only recsntly arrived frorw the mainland from
points es far afield as Belgrade, In the circumstances the
dangers to the security of the Allied Forces in Italy camnot
be undercestimated, end there is now strong reason to belisve
that the Germans will attempt to mingle egents with the refugees
in due eourse if they have not slready done So.

3. The view is strongly taken that theve is only one wey
in whieh the problem can be dealt with satisfactorily, namely
that refugees arriving ih large bodies be placed in a closed
canp, where registretion end preliminury screening can take
ho require further interrogation may be sent to

pleces Those who
CoBeDelelle, &nd the Teoct may be released to other camps under

arrangoments made by the Displuaced Persons Sub-Commiszsion.

e It is understood that the Displaced Fersons Sub-Con-
micsicn will shortly teke over the Prisoner of War Sub-Commi:sion
Canp (Venables Canp) at Beri together with & proportion of the
ataff. If you would agree to make this e closed camp, it would

in our view meet the security problem. It is understood thet it A Lg'i'j

would aleo essist in meeting the problem of registraticn of all
Aliens in S. Italy now facing the Allied Control Conmission.
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would appreciebly reduce the security dengers,

of a closed camp would ensure the repistra-
AoC.Ce would no doubt be placed
in the countrye.

Such registration
and while the existance
tion of all refugees entering Italy,
in a better pocition te register those already

5 The work of registretion in the camp could be undertaken .
jointly by C.I.C. oT F.S.F., representatives of the Disploced Per:sons
Sub=-Commission and selected Partisan Officers, who are alresdy co-
operating with our officers in screening & 1imited number of
refugees in Bsri. It 1s cons idered that a standard Repistration .
frrm should be apreed for use, both by your representatives and j
ours. It would be undesirable to enlist the assistance of the
representatives of the Royal Yugo=-Slav Government, for obvious
rensons, but no doubt they would be satisfied if your own officers
1ocked after their interests and informed them of any Cetnike on
rrlease to your opsIll CEHDS. It would be eqguelly undesirable to |
permit missions of other Allied Governments to operate in the cambe i
G, If politic 1 ot jections are raised to a closed camp b) :
the Fartitens, it is sugceated thet they ahould be informed thet !
the eollection of refugces in & cloged camp is purely for convenience '
g normal procedure on entering a foreign

in sereening them, is &
country and ic essential for their own security end thot of Allied

Forces.

7. It is congidcred that the gquection is one of urgency, md
it is o1t thet unless the problem is tackled now, the security of |
the Allied Forces in S. Itely may be sericusly jeopsrdised, Your ]
garly comments and/orr your concurrence in the alove proposal would

be apprecicsted.
k/ K.W.Du.Strong
K. I“;f ﬁ- STI-":L-JNG

Najor CGeneral
A. Co of S, G2

da43 | )
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