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| SECRET )
ALLIED FORCE HEADQUARTERS oW/ § jr

9 APR Recd

g : Military Government SectianF
MGS=-383-2 31 March 1944,
i SUBJKCT: HEvacuationto Italy of Yugoslav Refugees !
i from the Island of RAE.

& TO HQ Allied Control Commlission (2 coples) -

it Attention: MG snd RC Sectlon, and
i Economic Section,

1. In November 1943 the War Department informed this
Headquarters that the Yugoslav Government (understood to be
the Royal Yugoslav Government outslde Yugoslavia) had appro-
ached the Stete Department with an enquiry as to vhether stepa
e could be taken to arrange for the evacuation to Italy of |
' 4,000 refugees from the Island of RAB. These refugess were
i reported to have been released from internment camps by the
Partisan forces.

The matter hed been referred previously by Washing=
ton to the Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees in London
and two possibilities were suggested, viz -

b (a) Direct evacuation under Allled arrengements
for concentration at Bari,

(b) Falling direct asslstance by the Allies, pro=
vision of funds so that refugees could make thelr own arrange=
ments to hire boats to carry them to the Itallian Mainland.

o2, 1In view of conditions then prevalling 1ln Italy,
particularly with regard to the Displaced Persons Sub-=Commis-
aion, it was not considered advisable to facilitete the eva=-
cuation of thege persons end the War Department were accord-
ingly informed to that effect. At the sane time enquiry was
mede of the Allled Control Commission (Brindisi) to alscover

! the then latest informatlion regarding refugees on the island,.
28 (Our cable 4726 of 23 November end your 1156 of 27 November
refer).

F

%, The matter has now been reopened by the Combined g1

Chiefs of Staffs with the suggestion that the evacuation of
5 these refugees should be effected, and that the Partlsan
e Headquarters should be assisted to carry this out by the
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provision of ..nds from American sources. The plans put
forward by the Combined Chiefs of Staffs are as follows:

(a) Partlsan ileadquerters to be asked to fur-
nish local currency tao refugees to enable the latter to
arrange their escepe to Ttaly, such expenditures to be
reimbursed in U.S. dollars or such funds as the Partiassns
may reguest.

(p) If Partisen Headquarters are unable to
furnish funds they are to be ssked to ald refugess 1ln es~
caping by guaranteelng to boat owners and other persomns
asalsting refugees t 0o sacape that they would be compensated ¢
by the American military suthorities on the arrival of re= !
fugees in 1taelye

e i

Tn view of the improved condlitions prevalllng
in Italy, perticularly with regard to the Dlsplaced Persons
qub-Commission, and of the expressed desire of the Amerlcan
Government to render asslstance to r efugees in enemy terri=
tories or in danger of falling into enemy hends, approval (
has been glven to the plans suggested in this parsgraph
which are being communicated to the Partisen Headquarters
for the opinion of Marshal Tito.

4., 'The following factors may affect the success of
the plans suggested. Tt is possible that as the request for
evacuation of these refugees ia understood to have been mace
initially by the Royal Yugoslav Government that a number of
thege persons may be Chetnik in sympathy, in which case FPar-
tisan support may be lacking. It 1s reported that the Ger-
mans have assembled invasion barges in the KRALJEVICA~BAKAR
which perhaps indlcates the presence of elements of an assault
landing battallon, probably intended for operations againat
RAR in the first instance. The distence from the island %o
Allied occupled Italy will Ilncrease the normsl hazards of
evacuation of refugees [rom the Dalmatian Islands.

5, In communicating the plens &8s in para 35, above, to
the Partisan Headquarters it has been made clesar that com=
pensation to boat owners and other persons asslsting the
refugees will have to be effected through the agency of AFA,
and that for thls reason &8 well as for that stated below,
bout owners or skippers should be enjoined to proceed if
possible,” to BARIL where the necessary fineancial arrangementa
could be made through the Displaced Peraons Sub=Commlission
and the AFA office in thalt town. For reassons of securlty 1t
ig undesgirable that refugees should be landed at random be=
khind the Allled lines, but if they can be disembarked atr
BARI their secreening, interrogation, and accommodation could; ’
_eentd be effected with the minimum of difficulty. 1t was
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provision of ..nds from American sources. The plans pub
forwsrd by the Combined Chiefs of Staffs are as follows:

(a) Partisan Headquarters to be asked to fur-
nish local currency to refugees to enable the latter to
arrange thelr escape to Italy, such expendltures to be
reimbursed in U.S. dollars or such funds as the Partisans
may reguest.

(b) If Partisan Headquertersgs are unable to
furnish funds they &re to be asked to ald refugees 1in es-
caping by guaranteeing to boat owners and other persons
assisting refugees t o escape that they would be compensated
by the American military authorities on the arrival of re-
fugees in I1taly.

In view of the improved conditions prevalling
in Italy, particularly with regerd to the Dlsplaced Persons
sub-Commission, and of the expressed desire of the Amerlcan
Government to render assistance to refugees in enemy terri-
tories or in danger of falling into enemy hands, approval (
has been glven to the plans suggested im this paragraph
which are being communicated to the Partisan Headquarters
for the opinion of Marshal Tito.

4, The following factors may affect the success of
the plans suggested., It is possible that as the request for
evecuation of these refugees is understood to have been made
initially by the Royal Yugoslav Government that a number of
these persons may be Chetnik in sympathy, in which case Papr=
tisan support may be lacking., It is reported that the Ger-
mans have assembled lnvasion barges 1n the KRALJEVICA-EAKAR
which perheps indicates the presence of elements of an agsault
landing battalion, probably intended for operations against
RAE in the first instance, The dlsteance from the island to
Allied occupled Italy will increase the normal hazards of
evacuation of refugees from the Dalmatian Islanda.

5, In communicating the plans as 1n pars 3, above, to
the FPartisan Headquarters 1t has been made clear that com=
pensation to boat owners and other persons assisting the
refugees will have to be effected through the agency of AFA,
end that for this reason as well as for that stated below,
boat owners or skippers should be enjoined to proceed ir
possible,” to BARI where the necessary financlal arrangements
could be msde through the Displaced Persons Sub-Commission
and the AFA office in that town. For reasons of securlty 1t
1g undesirable that refugees should be landed at random be=
hind the Allied lines, but if they can be disembarked at,
BART their screening, interrogation, and accommodation could:
_eeule be effected with the minimum of difficulty. It was

e
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4 provision of _.nds from American sources. The plans put
forward by the Combined Chiefs of Staffs are as follows:

(a) Partisan Headquarters to be asked to fur=-
nish local currency to refugees to enable the letter to
arrange thelr escape to Italy, such expenditures to be
reimburgsed in U.Se. dollarg or such funds as the Partisans |
may request.

(b) If Partisan Headquarters are unsable to
; furnish funds they are to be asked to &ld refugees in es-
q caplng by gusranteeing to boat owners and other persons
assisting refugees t o escape that they would be compenseated
by the American military authorities on the arrival of re-
fugees in Italy.

_ In view of the improved conditions prevalling
It in Ttaly, particularly with regerd to the Displaced Persons
L qub~=Commission, and of the expressed desire of the Amerlcan
Government to render assistance to refugees in enemy terri=
tories or in danger eof falling into enemy hands, approval (
has been given to the plans suggested in this parsgraph
which are being communicated to the FPartlsan Headquarters
for the opinion of Marshal Tito.

4, The following factors may affect the success of |
the plans suggested. It 1s possible that as the request for
evecuation of these refugees is understood to have been made
initially by the Royal Yugoslav Government that a number of
these persons may be Chetnik in sympathy, in which case Par=-
tisan support may be lacking. It 1s reported that the Ger-
mans have assembled Invasion barges in the KRALJEVICA=-BAKAR
which perheps indicates the presence of elements of an assault
landing battalion, probably Intended for operatlons ageinst
RAE in the first instance. The distance from the lsland to
Allied occupled Italy will increase the normal hazards of
evacuation of refugees from the Dalmatlan Islands.

5, In communicating the plens as in para 3, sbove, to
the Partisan Hemdquarters 1t has been made clear that come=
pensation to boat owners and other persons asslsting the
refugees will have to be effected through the agency of AFA,
snd that for this resson as well as for that stated below,
boat owners or skippers should be enjoined to proceed 1f
possible,” to BARI where the necessary financial arrangements
could be made through the Displaced Persons Sub-Commlssion
and the AFA office in that town., For ressons of securlty 1t
1g undesirable that refugees should be landed at random be-
hind the Allied lines, but if they can be disembarked at,
BARI thelr screening, interrogation, and accommodatlon could!
_geutd be effected with the minimum of difficulty. It was
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/ also approclaved that it would be most di_ficult to arrange
for financial compensation to be made to those to whom it
wes due otherwise than at BARI,

6. Pending receipt of information from the Partigen
Headquarters as to whether the plans suggested are gccept- ;
able to Marghal Tito the following advance directions are
1ssued for your guidance. These directions are applicable
only to refugees who may be evacuated from the Island of
H.A.El '3 I.

(a) AFA are suthorised to advance the IlECes8ary
funds to the Dlsplaced Persona Sub-Commission in whom, it
1s suggested, responglbility for determining amounts due
and for meking psyments might be vested,

(b) AFA should notify this Headquarters of
amounts expended in order that the necesgsary arrangements
for reimbursement by the Americen War Refugee Board can be
maede ®

(¢) 1In the event that the Partisan Headquarters
should desire that compensation be made to boat owners and
others assisting refugees in eacaplng on the arrival of
tho latter in Italy, Partisan Headquarters will be requested |
by us to indicate & fair basis and scale for such payments,
The information thus obtained will be communicated to your ,
Headquarters,

(d) Arrangements for the administration of any
refugees who may enter Italy under the terms of the fore=
going procedure should be the same as for other refugees
recelved f'rom Yugoslavia and the Dalmatian Islands,

(e) The arrival of any refugees entering Italy
under the terms of the foregoing arrangements shnould be
reported to this Headgquarters in order that we mey inform
both the War Department and the American War Refugee Board
of the progress and success of these plans,

7e You will be informed of the outcome of negotia-
tions with the Yugoslav Partisan Headquarters so soon ag
details are available in AFHQ. Information should be re=
ceived in sufficlent time to permit the completion of P {
arrangements by your Headquarters if the plans sare to be _..t-’
put into effect.
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F. the Acting Chief of Sectl .:

gk_\\.' ot-lee ., |

1. G. WALKER

I'-Is.jnr ™
1
Copy toi- |
G=2 :
G=3 (special Ops). |
Resident Kinister. |

The Office of the Britisn

The O0ffice of the Amerlcan Minister.

Mr. Ackerman, Representative of the Amer-
ican War Refugee Board, c/o The
office of the American Minilster.
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