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IHADGUARTIRRD
ALLIED CONIROL COULASION
E.ﬂ- Iﬂl .:I.r]'l u‘ﬁﬂtim

APO 39,

Red/LT77// A

SURTEOTS Nepert on Railroad acoldent = BALVANO .

0 ¢ Jilitary Govermmemt Ssotden, A.MH.Qe

da Gony of the wepert of the Board em e Redlrond soocddend,
togethor with a oovering letter fron the Dirsctor-Genermdl, Militaxy
nilway Jexvices, ir foxwarded as requegtods

e Imwiﬂmﬂmtﬂﬂﬁtmnlmwmmthhhudum
Allied Commandsr, Meddterransan Theater.

For the CHIRF COMMIESIONKR.
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HE:. JUARTERS
ALLIED CONTRUOL COMMISUION
hR.C. & ¥M,G. SECTION

APQD 294

NEFRD
la pMurch l1lYP«a4

TO0: Brigadier Lush

The glat of the report is that aeuth
wus dus to "igosul'ficlency ol vxygen™; that
aboput pne hour elapsed bétween the cnset
of asphyxiaticn and death; that 1t is not
poesible us vet teo detérmine what gus wWas
responsibvle for the asplhyxietion but chemicul
tests nre in propress and later report will
be made, DO you wish thls tranelated?

NOMMAL L, FI1SKE
GColonel, Cavalry
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Allied Forae v
MILITARY RAILWAY SERVICE | L 0
Office of Director General §\ / L_‘_, o
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k r 14 2 April 1944
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Subjeoct: Railwey Disaster at Balvano,

Tot Executive Commissioner, Allied Control Comnission
R.C. & M.G. Seotion, A.P.0., 394, U.S. Army

Ilo

ls Aoknowledgment is made of your favor of 27 March 1944, on the subjeot of
railway disaster at Balvano which has been delayed in mnswering by my being
absent from Hoandquarters.

5. As indioated in the official report and in speoial reports, there have
bsen previous and subsequent instances of diffioulties from gasses in the tunnels
on this railrosd which is one of the most heavily tunneled ae woll as cne of the
most stoep graded pisces of rallroad I have ever seen. A indicated in my for=
warding letter with the Board's offloinl report, this partioular disaster was
cooasioned by a combination of natural factors. This rallroad should long ago
have been electrified by the Italien Government because of the presence of 8o
many tunnels, but 1t is believed that the reason 1t was not eleotrified as other
portions of the railroad was because not untll military traffio started to move
over it was thero any groeat amocunt of traln service regularly run,

2. 1In Amerioa and elsewhere difficulty has been experienced in using coul
burning locomotives in mountainous territory where long tunnels are prevalent.
There is no opportunity, justification or time to electrify this line. Every
ressonable precmution such as the operation of Diesel loocmotives to na large
an extent ms possible supplemented by oll burning American locomotlves heve bean
pluced in service and it is believed that that precaution together {]tﬁ {gy
oloss supervision does not continue a hagurd there any groater than 1is tﬂﬂ harard
of handling the wvast amount of gasoline, ammunition and high explosives which are
handled on every freight train and which pass and are passed by passenger tralns

gonstantly.
% \ L
oo "':F'--. =

S N D Y~ : =
CARL R. GRAY, JI.
Brigadier General, USA
Diréqtnr Genaral
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HEADGUARTERS
ALLIED OONTROL COMMIRNIION
R-0s & M.l Soction
AO 9l

Ref/LT1/ /OAs 27 Mool 19hke
SUAN0T: Rallway Disoster at DALVAITO.
0 ¢ Director-General, Allled Millbary Rallwey Servicos.

le with regayd to the recent disastor in the tumel at WIVAND, 3%
has been Areemi to the attontdon of thila H.Qe tﬂ' the Regilonnl Caminsionsy,
Reglon 1i, that there have Been othor incldsnts, some of thes fatal, of
the sxso nature over the previcus few monrtha.

2e Yor instance, on Maxoh 6th a txain atalled in a turmel close to
the Railway Statdon of CAMPOUUACGIONE,; Potensa Provings. The treln wag
reversed and badted from the tunnal but the fiverman and engineer of the
locomotive oollapsed froa the effect of the fumes and the Miresan lodax

ddad.

Je On Marah THh a troop trein procseding from SALEEN to FPOTRRLA
passnd through these tunnels without stopping but at a low rate of spoeds
Throo soldlers eollapaod fyom the offucts of the gaa uimes but were revived.

lie 1t 48 elso yeported that thers have been other onses of mudbors of
trwin crvwe having died &udng the past few months from the effect of fumsss

Se If these reports are soxwect it would appear that the BALVAND
disasber was not an isolated inoldents 10 doubt this matter is belng oon-
pidered by you from the point of view of dunger to mllitaxy pessengers, and
1% would be much appreciated 4f an cpresaion of your views ocn the likelihood
of n Yoourrenoe of such an incddent might Le glvon.

Oopy o1 R.C. Ihg:lﬂn IT.
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2 MAR 1948 ﬁf ﬂff R+
17/ Y
HEADQUARTERS P’ yJ V.oorol™
ALLTED CONTROL COMMISS ICON

REGION II

vef. A /H#8/5
Subj. Reilroed Accidentas.

To: Bxecutive Commissioner, R.C. snd M.G. Section,
ACC Hesdquerters, Naples.

1. Supplementing my verbal report to you on 6 lMar concerning
tha reilrosd dissstar ot Bslveno, Potenze Province, on the morning
of March 3rd, I em plessed to report thaet with typicsl Itallan in-
scourscy, instead of 503 desd, it waes found that only 436 bodies
wera buried. I sm sttaching a copy of the Interim post mortem
report by the c¢ivilisn authorities. It will be noted that the
finsl report will not be resdy for two months.

2 T also wish to call gttention to the fact that on Maro
snother trein stellad in s tunnel close to the railroad station
of Campomaggiore, Potenza Province, The traln was reversad and
becked from the tunnel, tut the firemen end engineer on one loco-
motive collspsed from the effect of the fimes and the firewen later

disd. .

3, On Merch 7, a troop train proceeding from Selerno to
Potenza pessed through these tunnels without stopping, but at a
low rate of speed. Three soldiers collepsed from the effect of
the gos fumes, but were raevived,

4, The Provincisl Police Officer of Fotenzs states that he
has beean informed that & or 10 trein crew members have died durlng
the past few months from simllar gas poisoning.

5. In view of the fact thet the Balveno digester wes nol en
isolated incident, it is respectfully requested that serious consid-
aretion be given to the possitility of s treinload of troops balpg
ceucht in one of these tunnels snd serious cessusliies raﬂulting*ifmﬂ
the combinstion of nerrow, unventilsted tunnels, insdequate motor-

power end noxious fumes 1n the cosl,
\' p,:. ‘ J ((H.H..Mﬂﬂﬂff ':',I"

) Lt. Col.,Inf.
r RI‘C‘-
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Te Cel. Fisk R,C, and M.G, Seetien A.C.C.
$¥el r.P.H.0. Petenza

Euhjautlengzm!:tum repert

pcoerding te the reguest eof Lt.Col. Me.Caffrey,the attached po8 t—mertun

repert £ the individuals whe died in the recent railweay cptab-
ded.

al-

trephe 8
Further chemical being made bul t

.F--'.

lable.
8‘/3’/44- W:Hj'lI' H-ﬂ-M-E;
P.P.H.O, FPotenze

(" I'.". L/ ',Ii
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L 111[1 BEE"}‘
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Hka DU aRT ERS
ALLIED CONTHOL COMMISSION
R.C. & M.G. SEOTION
APD OY 4

NEF 1L
14 March JL‘:.-}'H:E

TC: Brigadier L ush

The gist of the report is that death
was due to "insufficiency ol oxygen"; that
about one hour elapsed between the onset
of asphyxiaticn and death; thsat 1t ls oot
possible as yet to determline what gas wus
responsible feor the asphyxiation but chemlical
tests uare in prugress &nd luter report will ,|r=
be made. Lo you wish this transluated? \ N

1II'-. L & I'rr
I

l
}
ijiiiy I, FlSKEk

Culudel, Cavalry

L'l',n.'u_f,
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HEADQUARTERS ..-"""r"'ﬁ"* A

4 AL\ ¥D CONZROL 0OMMTSsTON

S P I @ 1
REGION 2
qt"&.‘f: A ;‘ju? ,.IE

SUBIRCT: - Railway Aceidents

10 « = e Yica Prasidopnt 0 1 A

’ | s HM
-Elt:.l l:'.'.‘tiﬂ.:r'l A 2 I"]'_ |"'}_ _1]‘.'1"_} :,liﬂ .'!' i

The roecent catastroplie 1n Potenza Frovines Haa hrog
ght to light the fac+ that in the lust Taw tonths Vetegreen £
an 10 Rallway employees have losgt thedr lives from asphyxiation
In passing through tunnels in wouthern Italy. The chiof CAusyg

“appear to he: Foor coal, old engines with ingufficlent power,
and poor tunnal ventilation., May ths boaglbtllity of g almilar
garious catastrophe to g troop train through thesg cungge
Please bve brought +to the notice of the Proper mllitary antho-
rity.

For the H.C.

,:I"'-IL-i—tj ¢ \]'ﬂ‘ - K__ :
E.G. Fricier, Major
Lxacutive Off1cer

Region 2
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ALLIED CON '."1'.f."f

POTENZA RREOVINOCE

L | LN | iy
....'.l’.. .'I_I'|]-I.[J"|-|'I

C., Froviiy Mg, SALBHNO

Vajor H.H. NIOHOLS - Provinclial Commimpsioner -

t"_:”r

antloge 1lat of sbme or the identified victim:

: O ] March 1944.

L fubther list will be forwardad as s00MN

111 liet ia keln

AJOR
[, CONMIBSIONER
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I DRTARTERS
ATLIrD "ROL COMMISSION
R.CO. & ) a, HBOTION
AXQ 384,

He¥* 177/6/0A, 17th March 194,

Subiject:~ Major liiohols, IXovinoial Comming oner, fotensn,

10 t= Reglonal Oomniseioner, Repion 1T, L

-

-

d‘_,..r"
The Chiel Connissione directs that the attached wemorandum
be forwaried to you for wwaord and for any further comnents that
you may have to make on Major 'dohols sarvices in conrectlon with

the rallway tragedy,

’ NORKAN R, PISKR
g COLOMEL,
-’ @ jud Deputy "xaoutive

Comndssionen,

Copy toi= Gute (9) for rformmtiond, vu.d.
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AEAR TIEADQUARTERS
ALLISD CONIROL COMMISSION
TNTERICR SUB CONMMISSION
APO 39

ACC/23/1/ Int 7 March 1944
SUDIEITy Major Nichols, frovincial Comnissloner, Potenza

TO 1 Vice Presldent, Mminlstrative Section

1. In interviewing Signor Roale today, &and im conveylng to him your
approvel of the work of the pPrefect of Potenzo in connection with the rail-
road tragedy, he wished to lnform you thatb in the opinion of the Italien
novernment, Major Nichole, the Provinclal Comulssioner of Potenzu, hed been
of the greatest possgible nssistance end thut his help contributed in no small
measure to the manner in which the prefect of pPotenza hed been able to per-

form hip dutye.
J ¢
ﬁ{A e ! 144
)r G. B. SPICER

1t Colonel
Director

Copy to; RC, Reglon II Interior Subecommission

/

I have plessure in informing you that the lMinister of the Interior
has expreseed the appreciation of the Italisn Government of the work of Major
Nichols, Provincial Commisoloner of Potenza in connection with the recent Hail

Trogedy, at Potenza.
1f you think that thia matter is vorthy of further action you will

no doubt obtein further particulars from the Regional Commissioner.
S avgals

STANSGATE
VP Adm Swo,.

Exac, Comnr.

9 Mar Wi«
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INFORMATION CONTAINED IN YOUR 1726 OF {TIEARCH HAS BEEN PASSED ON
TO ALL COHRCERNED (TO FATIMA FOR LUSIH SIGNED CINC CITE FHMGS) &
REQUEST YCU ARRANCE SEND HERE SCONEST FINDINGS COF OFFICIAL ENQUIREY
AND THEIR RECCROENDATIONS

ACC DISTRIBUTION
Action.eeesesse (‘iﬂ&.?‘lﬂ-ﬂm-,)ﬁ)
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FATIMA 1726 /
EXECUTIVE COMMISSIONER MARCH 6 1944
SEOKET 10050 LUSH

ROUTINE

FREEDOM (ACYTION) 1 ACMF  (INFO) FABLE (INFO)

AT ZI510 TWO ZERO ZERO HOURS MARCH THREE BETWEEN SALERNO AND

POTENZA A GOODS TRAIN FAIIED T0O MAKE THE GRADE IN BOLVANO TUMNEL FD FAHEN T0

FREEDON POR _ACTION HETD HQ ACMF CMA IRS FOR ACC REGION ONE CMA CAMICBASSO

FOR REGION I'IVE PREFETTURA CMA FABLE FOR DUNLCE FHOM FATIMA FOR@ LUSH SIGNED

MOPARLANE = FPARIN THE TRAIN BHLIEVED TO RE CARRYING ABOUT SIX HUNDHED
UNAUTHORTZED PASSENGRS FIVE ZERO NINE OF WHCM WERE ASPHIXTATED PROBABLY BY
CARBON HONOXILE GAS FD NO QUESTION OF SATIOTAGE OR PANIC AND VICTINS APPARENTLY
DIED INSTANTANEOUSLY PD THEY WERE NOT REFEAT NOT REFUGEES FD PROVINCIAL

ARND :EGIONAL COMMISSIONER WITH PREFECT WERE SOON ON SPOT AND WERE ABLE SAVE
SEVEHAL LIVES AND MAKE ARRANGEMENTS BURIAL REMATIERS PD OF "ICIAL ENQUIRY INSTIw

TUTED BY MILITARY RATLWAY SERVICE AQMF

L.T. MOWPANT, Jr
JECHET Z2nd Lt, AGD
Adiutant f-. oy
Fiks BT AL
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FROM  HQ ACG REGION SREAR L e
FOR VICE PRESIDENT RC AND MG an i
SECTION 0200 URS 3 MARCH GOODS TRAIN FORXXXXX FROM NAPLES wITH

800 PASSENGERS STOPPED IN BALVANO TUNNEL MAP SQUARE © 2020 UNABLE
TAKE GRADIENT ON WET LINES » 501 DEAD FRom ASPHYXIATION « 49 UNDER
TREATHENT o ALL BURIED MANY WITHOUT IDENTIFICATION « REPORT FOLLOWS
THI 1145

RPTNS 284 IMMEDIATE 2 0200 3 600 0 2020 501 49 1145
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