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ED/2-3/ACC
SUBJFOT: Religion in the Schools.

TO : Executive Commissiaber,
R.C. & M,G, Section,

1. The attached caorrespondence, filed in this office for purposes
of record, may be of interest to you In connection with the recent

report an Religious Fducation oculled for by Washington.

For the DMrector of Educatlon:

W. H., SHERROOD
Major, R.E.
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a ATLIED CONTRCL COMMISSION ( ,
iucetion Sub-commission ”

IO : Director Education Subecomnmission A.C.C.

FROK : Deputy Director ]
SUBJECT : Religion in the Schools.

REF : ED/

DATE : 29 February 1944

1.~ Queries coming to you from Washington and the VYaticen
indicete a misapprehension as to faot end a misunderstanding

as to the policy and attitude of the Education Subcommission

in regard to religiouas education in the scheools. Since the
origin of the distorted rumore wes, in all probability, an
episode in Sicily with which I was directly concerned, and which
took place when you were not there, I am presenting herein a
full statement of the facts of the case. y
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2.- When I came to Sicily early in Cetober, 1943, Lt.Col.Gayre,
then Adviser in Education for A.M.G., asked me to take charge
of the preparation of courses of study and instructions to
temchers (known here as "programs") for the elementary and
secondary schools, and the examination and revision of the

text books.

We agreed that this work should be done by competent Italians
undexr cur supervision, that 1t should be confined largely to
the elimination of fascism and snti-Ally propaganda, and that
no changes would be msde in regard to religious instructiong.

3o~ A Comuission in Palermo had already been appointed by
Lt.Col.Foletti on Col. Gayre's recomuendation to adviae on
sducational matters. Lt.Col.Gayre made some slight additions to
thie commission and we umsed it ap a commivsion for the prepara-
tion of the new "Programs"for all occupied Italy. The Provvedi-
tore agli Studi in Palermec was chairman, the Cardinal had one or
two representatives on the commiseion; the Chief Inspector of
Elementary Schools was a wember; the other members were, for

the wost part, professors of the various secondary school subjects.
This Conmission was asked to go through last years "programs"
and to revise them so ag to eliminate fasciam and propaganda
against the Allies. It was also suggested that they might make

~OBdD
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some improvements. The Comuission wet frequently and produced ;
the series of programs which we have published and distributed -
to teachers throughout occupied Italy.

4.~ The Commicsion was so predominantly composed of people in
the field of smecondary education that a speciml suncommittee

wos organized to work on the elementary program. This was headed
by the Chiet Inspector of Elementary Schoole, and included two i
elementary school directors and a class room teacher, all :
pelected by him. This subcommittea prepured the baslc elementary :
aschool program which has been published and distributed. 2

5.= From the beginning, however,it was evident that on neilther g
the Commiocsion e a whole nor the elementary subcomnittee was '
there anyone familiar with wodera psychology and pedagogy. |
It seemed undesirable not to give to teachers, particularly in f
the elementery school,an opportunity To move forward a little
ir the direction of a democratic and modern type of education;
yet the Comuission's programs were rigid, over-acndemic and
compul sory and would prevent any teacher or pschool from uesing
wodern psychdlogy in his work.

It wae therefore, decided, while the Comudssion was still at
work, to try to add some element of demccratic and scientilioc
thinking to the Comunission.

The one pan in Palermo who was expert in this field was Dr. Gino ;
Yeretti, the Professor of Pedagogy and Psychology in the

University of Falermo. He was a man of such eminent scholarship

that, despite his anti-fepscism, he had been kept in his post

through the fascist regime.

¥ith the consent of the chairman of the Comuission he was retain-

ed as & consultant.

.~ Peretti's idealclashed so violently with those of other
membera of the Commission that it proved ispractical to have
aim continue to meet with them. It was therefore snuggested that
he write a supjplementary pamphlet on "Advice for moderniming
the Elementary school™. The wminutes of the commission show that
thie proposal was heartly endorsed.
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I+= Feretti, being notoriously anticlerioal, was instructed to
write nothing avout religion in his pamphlet, but to deal
exclusively with the pedegogy and pseychelogy of a modern school
Program.

de= Feretti's pamphlet was punlished separately, as planned,
but distributed to Provveditori throughout Siecily for redistri-
pution to all elementary teachers with the bamsic programs
prepared by the Comrdssion and Subcommittee.

S+~ A representative of the Cardinal, on reading Feretti’s pamphlet
felt that it wes anti-religious in tone; that when Feretti i
spoke of the knowledge of science as doing sway with superstition ]
it was a covert attack on the Church; and soc on. lHe and his {
associntep made a violent proteat to Lt.Col.Gayre against the
pamphlet being distributed under our auapices.

|
10.= In the Trogram for the lower secondary schools the word 1
"facoltativa®™ (elective) wae printed after the caption "Religion". |
This was because, according to the Lateran Pect and common practi- i
ce, any student could absent himself from religious instruction |
on regquest of his parents. :
The Cardinal's representative, however, feared that "facoltativa" :
might be interpretod ms meaning that it wns elective on the part
ef the school as to whether Religion should be offered at all. |
He was much perturbed . g

1.~ General Ne Sherry had sent me up tc the peninsula to take :
the first stepe toward opening schools in all occupied territory,
shortly before these protests were made. Lt.Col.Gaoyre, therefore, .
asked the Cardinal's representatives to wait till my return for !
a decision on what to de and meanwhile agreed to stop further
distribution of the programs comcerned in Sicily and to stop

the printing of them in other regions. He immediately ocarried

out his agreement. I apsume, however, that it was in the interim

between that conference and my return a few days later that

protestes went to Washington and the Vatican,

12.= On my return we held two conference with the Cardinal's
representatives. The decision, in which they fully conourrad,
was as followes:

~ UM
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a) Feretti's pswphlet would be withdrawn ..ow circulation ineofar
as undistributed copies remained in the hands of Provveditori
agli Studi. All agreed that a demand on emach teacher ftoc give
back the copy he might have would give undue empheeis to the
pamphlet.
The pamphlet would not be published in cother regions.

b) A notice would be sent to sll Provveditori agli Studi celling
their attention to the faet that the Lateran Fact must be
complied with and religious education offered in all schools.

¢) Printings of the program for the lower secondary schools in
other regions would avoid the use of the word "facoltativa®
in relation to religious inetructiod.
These agreements were promptly put into effect. i

1.~ The whole matter closed amicably, with agreement on everyocne's _
part, and the incident wae considered closed. ‘

14.~ In Naples a new Commission was formed to write a pamphlet on :
mrdvice for Modernizing the Elewentary School”. On this we were 2
careful to invite the Cardinal's Secretary to sit. He himself

wrote the part on religious education, which was given the Tirst 1
place in the program; and he passed on every detail of the

remaining parts. He expressed warm appreciation of our coopera-

tion. The new pamphlet has just now been published in this region

and sent to other reglons for reprinting and distribution.

15.~ An examination of nll programs will show that religious

education, in accordance with the provisions of the Lateran Pact i
and the courses worked out by the Catholie Chureh, has been
ineluded, from the beginning,in the programs of all &chools. | -

16.- The religious education in the text pooks has not been
changed at all. 9Yhe new series reprints this part of the old
series oxactly as it was last year. Unfortunately it has been
impossible to reproduce many of the illustrations, lack of
original photographs and pletes and other prime materials having
necessitated the elimination of half-tones from all parts of

the books. Hut the typed muterial remains intnct.

17.= It has been the policy of the Education Subcoumission from
the beginning te keep hands off on all matters of religious
¢ducation, to maintain the status quo ante, and to work as
harmoniously and cooperatively as possible with the Chureh.

< ON.Y
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Except for the nomentary episode described herein, our
relations with Church officials have been entirely friendly

and cordisl. Even in this episode, personal relations were
friendly and ccoperative on both sides.

- - - g : o
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CARLETON W.WASHBURNE
Major AUS
Deputy Director
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(] egdorel Mrectors of gntion. -
vl ' Edvoation Subcommisrcion.,
BUBJECT i Hlk oz ehool Children.

Te hile I wag conferring vith Brigndier “ush youple of weake ﬁ

apoy,he sugqested and rether urged that milk,ho% soup,
kind of lunch be provided st nop to schoal ohil yen in libsrated
[tal

 » i1l you,t! erefore,conoult yvour I CAC,; otherxy Negldoral Mvisien I v
hends vhose cooperntion mizht be needed,und your Provveditord
sgli Studd iv yegard to feas bility and desirebility of putting i
thie ouggestion inte effect. E
™ Flease inform this lig. me to what adtion you plon to tnke,or us f
0 your recsons for teking no sotion, ]

antl onnl ivipor
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