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ALLIND CONTROL COMMISSIuN
LABOR BUB=UOMMISSION
A+0 39U

2 October 19Uk
Ref/U06/23/0A,

SUBJEOT!  Labour on Xlba, ' / 25

m 7 ﬂﬁl. l. I‘ Hﬁt.
Deputy Exacutive Commlassioner

i

e :

I attach as promised a copy of the report submitted by Captein
Frager on the conditions of affalrs on the Island of Elba, It may be that
you will wish to take a different line but in my opinion there will be no
neell to replace the evacuating French contingent,

If the pressnce of French troops constitutes a major political
iseue, thelr absence should remove the difficulty,.

It has been my experience that officers unaccustomed to bandling
civilian Labour problems are invariably alarmist, and I hold the view that
the mere presence of troops is an incitement to unrest, 1 caen agree that it

might be worth while to replace the 50 Oarabinieri with 50 strangers (stran=
gers of course will not knmow their way about).

I kmow of no reason why there should be extraordinary trouble

on Flha, but even 1f we do have trouble om Elba it would be merely a drop
in's buoket of trouble I foresee for Italy in genmeral,
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SUBJEOT 1 Labour ea Elba 2 8 SEP Recd

Te { Oslonel Flske,

Deputy Executive Commiesloners

Sab=0smnission visited Elba and we

An Officer frem thie
of which will be supplied to y#d,

are awalting his report, a COpY

o 2

. -,,.L"'-' 5 Je T. R. Baln
\
i

';E,' TN Oelenel,
1::;(.-1.'*3 i Directer laber Sub=-Connlaslon,

3571 7
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10 ¢ Labour Sub-Comaisusion. (

le lio reply sa yet been reccived to my 496/168/0A of
| 7 Soptembewr, though I understend that an offioer from Lobour
| Sub=Oomndagion hag visited Klba sinoce that date.

| 2«  An eaxly reply is requegted.

Doputy Bwocutive Comnlsaloner.
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10: 456, & M.G. Jaofton, Givil Affalps Branch, ¢
Neadquartera; Al1led Contyol Gonmlsaion, A.P.0O,. 384, U.S, Army
SUBIEGT:  Thlrd ldonthly Reoort on Elba. ¢ |
AR 0 7 SEP Recd
DATE 7th Septorher 1944,
(a) POLITICAL HEAGTTONS AND POLULAR OPINION,
- Tha '::‘-*1'1-.&-" Tricident whieh merd t&j_s]r-'.:_'.::'r_'li tlon waAs n half-
haprted clandeatine meekling of a politlosl aature; wnich
hud as 1ts object the selgure of control of the 1ron mlne s,
The attempt was renderead abortive In th ol lowing manner:
(L) Three Sinddel, vho weie lhown to Rave atrended, wepe
orderad to report to the office of the S.0.4.0. Here theay
wars cach handed an envelope conbaining a d¢ouy of Proc. No &
~ with the mgotion rafercring to the helding aof maatings
outllined in rod aetayon, eah Slindaco was thon glven o leattar
Lo slgn,; In whieh he acinowlodged regetpl of the sopy
broclamabion, snd noraover noted the Implioation vwiers he
WHS conecernaod.
ho disenxssdon wee allowad and Lhe method woa
el 'eallve,
(#)  On the same aay thet the sbove mead Llng toal place,
Ao openinetling of & simllar poliblcal vature was &annoiinoad
foxr 8 pLn.

1t was feaared thaol thls meoting might btalke plues
becuuis of the lnte hour at whleh tlie warning was glven to
the Sindued,

The Freancli were therefore asked Lo cooparnle, and
prodused 48 Troapa arned with Towny Guns under the ﬂﬁﬂhwﬂﬂii,
of & Lievtenant, ' These were in turn undoer the commnnd of It
rapl. Bantley of thlis ANG Detrokment, who handled the affairp
with Judgﬁrmesnt. *

Aherens 1t 1¢ belleved hera that the mesting hod
Blrandy bden cancelled, 1t is nevertheleas » faot Ehat
savaral hundred pecple had foregsthered in groups outslde
the bullding #t Rlo KElba whidh wes the pilbllshed venue of
the meeting,

Thase GﬁﬂﬂI'F!r_ﬁthnﬁ pneopla were oirdered "f.ilﬂnrl.‘t'&i; alnd
complied; “and when the S5,0.A.0. oalled to woliect Cant,
Bentley at 8 p.u. there wan no algn of tension,

| A further glosged maatlng, which the Sindscl referrad
JL to had promised to atiend, wag cancolled wlthout further i
Y L pressuve.
(Z) 'hila incldent (the only one of Lts kind of sny
congequenen) la reported In some detall an 1t glvas a pointer
_ where the policing of the Islund 14 concernesd,
) The present programmnée calls for the wlthdrawsl of
. the Fraenoh Troops on or about Segtember 20th and nothing 1Ls

known here of any Intention to rafilace them, 5 I
The S.0.A:0., and al)l the membors of his 3!'1?5 feel

very strongly that a small gavrison of 150 men, with 3

Ciolflenrs, 1s absolutely sasantial, Yhege troops could ir

unuveldable bo Itallaons, though troops of any other

v anationality would be praferired,
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Lt pnddibldon and as o fharther preanationary ]’C}

magaure agninet o posalbla uprising of Ehe Cohmmaniat

alepe ) abtrongly rapresonted in 1 y olvillian population
V810 4 L Ls atrongly reoomme: J that the 51 Ceribinierl
on Mlha He axochs rad for o e ]_'r1|i'| ar numher from bthe Fool.,

The ¢, u.ﬂ O 18 confident tlat subhjledt to Elissd
provigions the Laleand of Ilhe will ramaln ealin aflor the
wikhdrawsl of the Freneh garrvlsgon,

LOGAL GOVIRHMENT =~ PROVINCLAL.
vondition=s are une 1AL (] ftr}_r. LD e :.]:I_n]'r.".'r};_-. 1ot worikh,

BLONORLE EGOURGEES AND SUDPLY - with apecial reflerenco b
FOUD HI"I‘T.ulTIHI._. ' '
 FINANCE, A1l the Fyench Francs tno clireculabion in Blbsa,
with the ecxce ntion of tha 800 and 1000 rana notes on the
bBangue de Franece, have been sxcli pnaed for A,K. Lilvse,

Tle HBanquae e France untes relarrad o form the sibhjeol
ol p gepairabte report made by Lt Gol S.2,V, Smith of the

Il nnee Divdalon, who visiEaed @&lbe [or LGl __-Lu- Haa.
lNecislon ag to the digpoaltlion of thipdge notsesg 1s awalited
with 1nt_-1-r~;-st.

IROW WMINWS, Contimue o work ori i redtpricted basis,
whileh will be mainteined for gferiod of btwo wonths or until
A declaion is made with regard Lo the dispogitdon ol the
Lron ore.

Tie loeal Direator of Ferromine mnde a trip to Rome
ragelitly, and returned with the Cfonds and the authorily bo
curry on mining for tha parlod skalsd,

|"1 S144 LMTILJI’r See Hapnibte report bto Teoade and Induelry
Subeoninl 26 Lot ,

FOOD SETUATIOR. This haz been gepurately reportod on by
S i lemg OfTlcer to Food Shbecommlsstion.

It 1a Felt here thab unleass the ratlion acale can be
maintalned conalderable Bardshlips will undonblodly ensaneg.

In the Lflrat 1O dagh of September Uhe amount ol Flowr
recelyed Talla ghort ol Lhe (lgure ragulirad to malnbeln the
ratlon seale; &and fthere 1y nothing tn Indleate tnet Che
balance due will be fortheoming or that sany provision ynt
exlsts for the last bwo weeks of tha jenth,

Flpures are glven in the sepurate report referied to.

oflil, The saltlng down of fish could bs resterted in the
Cenring Factorlodg 1f spltable guantitlea (quoted In saperats
report on Flah Canning) could be supplied Crom Sardinls or
nlsaawhere, Collectlion of the anlil Crom Sardinla sounld be
grranged by Schooner Lrom Elba.

MiAT. 'The preasent ratlon of 17
1“miuflu 1he,

IFf due to polley then obvliously no conment can be nade,
but if due to a presumed &Y ration of Mresh Fiﬁ‘n lhnn
forthar Invegtlgatlion ls necesgary. 5*1{

The oatoh of flsh 15 bt present negllglible - At° yannot
bo augnented until the Royal Navy allows bhie use of aunhﬂﬂ
Hghts for night flshing.

(Hote: the raquest for salt for canning 1o mlso
oconlilngent on thia).

3 T HITmE 8 12 qulte

AORIGULTURE ~ RORGSIRY - FISHERILS.
' his haeding thers nre no fresh developmenta.
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LABOUR. ' (Bee sepnrnto roaport), 1’"?
Fhe unemployment igures ar hrch anged, Rellel 15 helng

ftartag von Sentenber 15&hH on the wia of B 1ips per Hsad of
Pamllyh 44EN 4 1ivrs fovéach dopend. k.  This flgure allows
Tor 1ittle mobe than the purchase of the bhure AMG prrtion.

A Tavourable deecision i sording the neovmulated steoka af
iron ord would lessen nnemployment on Blba %o o gonalid srahla
extont,

FUSLTC WORKS AlTD URTLITTLNE,
Jaonditions onehanged,

PLBLIG SA VEDY A N _FUNCTTONTING OF (1) ALL T COUDs.,
| | T {2Y ITALIAN JODEDS.

sULICE AGENCIES, aequest has been submitred Tomn exchanr
ol Caribinisrl from bthe 00l and also for o smal] gorelgon.
oF Lroops to menlace the Franah gurrison wnen they o
removad, (Bae Nonthly Heport to Publle =alety Subeommliasion)

PRISORE, & now ration acale nceived Crom ACH HA becrnie
effective from Beptonber 15th, -

MILITARY AND SECURITY POLICL. Carrisen troops sve behavine
w::*.a,'!.TErﬁf_i Tow complaints receiverd, he T'rench seeurihy :
Yrelice have béern reduced In miabers and ne new arrests hava
been made durirng the month,

PUBLIC MORALE, Lxchangoe of pe fugeen betwenn the piainlandg
and” The Telend has been carriod on ati the vate of 10 ner dav
and is - Tunetloning satilagiactortily, Ry '

CALOUTATION PERHITS AND MOTOH PASERS ET0. VFree clroulaklen
1 pernithed on the 1sTand and permita for vehiolss are 1snued
on A priovity baais according to petrol supplies avoellable,

Plebing 1s bedng perattted aueing the Aoy time but the
catichas are very small,

COURTS. Preturs Court is operating in n Batlelactory
manner,

GENGIAT, OBSHBVATIONS. Berloiin erimes did not opeur during
the month, The 2000 talian Mllitery on the 1:%and rredant
& earlous problem and Bave hard ta he glven raller: “

AT B S L PR e

SUDLTC HEATTH, TO INOTLUDE WLIRATE AND CONDITION O
QPUTATION. (The general conditlion of the ¢ivil porulation
mtlm to be desired, woma further mediend supplies
Are required, and steps:have been token to aequire the more
nrgent neceselities, -
HELIEF,  This s being granted ot the following rate:-
Hend of fantly g8 llre par dny,
Denendent ¢ M ST
Those flgurer oclaar the ooot ol the clivilinn ration, plus
& swmall sum to cover the ecost of fresh veygeotables, etc.
Note: Thoe cost of 1iving in ¥lba hig not allarad apprealiably

pinos the Invesion,

In the adwministration of vellef the followlng E]T.Frjﬁls]&g
has beaen adopted: - LY oS

(1) A Genbral Mnance Committee conprd aing the 8 Slndnct
heg been formed. Thln Commities appointa its own Prosldent.

(2) In each, Commane han been formed n Reller Uominltlae
w]'hfl E-lﬂrl’tini?,ﬁ ol ﬂﬂmpilﬁ ]i.L'-L-F‘: ol P*.ﬂ]_j_;}r nr‘ﬂ!:’..""iitﬁ'l'lﬂ nnees .

Thene Comuunal Committess -':mreu.u*j,];m:-
L1

a, 'The Dockon, ¢ A  Woman,
E' '.IrhE ﬂilI‘E E.. H '.-HD.‘I."T{HL*-;:I].

5
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Al S ¥ : ) Behonle q9ent to Tduncsrtion ryr}

Seopeparate peport on Schoal }

ﬁ‘ Smbend L asion,
N
J

(1)  REFUGHES, .
" The only change from lest month is thabk roupghly sbont
150 Tillhe résldente havo retunrned from the meinland,
MILITARY REFUGELHS, (Ses ceporate report te AQC Hgra).
Theee mumber 2000, and are dlvided into & cabeponrias,
Many of them are snflering acutbe dlietress and are unsble G
purechase the civillen ration,
They nro thorelfore belng granted roliefl under the peneral

|

Hellaf Jcheme, tnd receive 4 llre pep dey vendling depdslon
am bo thelr futuras,

(k) COMMTNTCATIONS,
Tmehanped Trom lask repork.

(1) ROFERTY GOHTROL,
wEE saparate poport o Direcior of Proparty Control.,

O, Marchle,
E-'F ‘_]ﬁj";
S0LA.0, ' Elba,

{ ocaplas,

5395
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Major F.E. GILLETT, 5 Innis D.G. of the Information Divieion
A.0.0. vigited ELBA T7-10 SEP 44 and submites the following report,.

EAIRIONI:

1.A (13 So ecalled Patriots in ELBA constitute
a small party under the leadersghip of a Committee
called the National Committee cof Liberatiom, :

(11) This Oommittee has 20 odd members
including 8 leaders, is commumist in outlook,
and has 200/300 lukewwrm suppewters.

(41i) Small meetings have been held at street
coxrnexrs when odd fasclgis have been beaten up,
Necessary actlion was taken and the meetings dispersed,

(iv) (a) Recently a meeting was called im an
endeavour to blaim the workers right to take over
b the iron ore mines,

(») Immediately on hearing that a clan-
. destine meeting relating %o this meeting had taken
) place, the 8,0.A.0s ordered the three Sindacos,

[, who had attended this preliminary meeting, to

| report to him,
|

(e) One Bindace failled to Treport, was 5

sent for and brought in, by French troops, under ; mt | cud
arrest, ek

(d) The 3 Bindacos were thpmarraigned g: pon S )36
! before the 5.0.A.,04, 8itting with hig full ccmplement /}9

of 0.A.0"'s, and enoch Sindace was given an envelope _ ;;-‘f, 196
enclosing & oopy of Proolamatiom No 3 with the / \l’ /

J paragraph relating to the "helding of meetings" \S
F under lined in red, together with an appropriate
E covering lettar,
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"“(e) These Hindacos were then ordered
to sign a deoclaratiomn stating that they had had
their attention drawm to the above mentioned
paragraph and that they fully understedd its
impliecation so far as thelr personal responsibility
wags conoerneads.

(£f) T™e Sindacos wished discussion and
made an attempt to offer excuse but the B8.0.A.0.
maintained a strong front saying that simple
fulfililment of the proclamation was all that was
necessary.

(g) To ensure that the Sindacos wefe in
a position to enforee authodidy troops were sent
to parade the rendez-vous of the proposed meeting,
A number of people had oongregated in the village
square but the meeting had been cancelled., At a
later houry when the 5,0.A.0. went himself to
oollest his C.A.0. who had gone there as observer,

he was greeted with cheesrs and shoute of aocclamation,

QREERYAT IONS
(a) It would seem, very definitely, that
official support for the Patriots in is a

scmewhat delicate guestion, although tThere are
gome, ready te fight anywhere.

(v) A pointer to the immediate political
situation can perhaps be found in the following:-

(1) On the ome hand there are all the
unemployed industrial workers whe are confessedly
conmunisat in outloock,

(11) On the othex hahd there is the
conservative agrioul tural communlty, part of whioch
is undoubtedly famoist and a great part of whioh,
in the past, paid 1lip service to fascism,

(111) Whatever may have been the politiocal

status of the latter (11) they are all attacked as
fasolists by the former (1).
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(0) I am oonvinced, that as scen as AMG leaves |
ELBA, aotive comminism, under the leadership ef! the *

National Committee of Liberatiom will, immediately
endeavour to assume power,

(@) From informmation obtained locally it is
deduced that of the island's population, the Oommunists
and Fascists are about of equal number. If this apsump-
tiom 18 corre®dy 1t would appear that a small body,
with authority, should be able to maintain the balance,

(e) During my brief vieit to the island I have
been increasingly impressed with the efficiency with
which Military Government has been implemented in
the island and I have ne hesitation in stating that
the report by the S.C.A.0. at the recent monthly
conferencen and such other information as 18 avallable
at HQ AOC does scant justice to his efforts or those
of the other officers concerned,

Net.. only is the lialson with the Franoch
Military Garrison on a most frlendly and co-operative
basis but it 1s also ebvious that a fimm mnderstanding

exists with the islanders of whatever political
parpuasion,

(£f) It is understeod that the 9. C.A.0. has put
forward a reoommendation that 100 Garrisen Troops be
sent when the hand-over takes plaoce.

(g) Bince dfscussing the foregoing (pars:f) with
the S5.C.A«0. agreement:’ has been arrived at that, to
maintain law and order effioiently, it 1s essemtisl
to divide the imland into 3 areas (vis, at MAROIANA
MARINA, FORTOFERRAIO, and RIO MARINA - Total 3 offiocers
150 men), Allied troops being unavallable, it is recom-
mended that good Italian troops be sent to the igland,

I Y forx .

(1) It seems there is a number of italins available
for services Thesermre divided into 3 categoriesi~

(&) 1400 Italian nationals of service age who

N/
evaded service for one reason or another and who are 234
Tesldent in ELBA,

Y
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\-) 400 in a similar catego./ to (a) but
who are resident on the mainland,

(o) 250 who carried arms under German
preseure and who deserted on the arrival of the
Allies, In this category there are 12/3) individuale

whose loyalty 1s in doubt,

(11) The persemmal mentiocned in (a) (b) (e) above
is not included in the officlal recorded island populia-
tion and oconsequently a problem arises 1n regard to

thelxr welfare.

(111) Mest of these Italilens have been issued
oA with BRation cards but cannot buy AMG rations. Bome

_/w»\ \): time age they were supported by the inhsbitants, but

g\ s’/ mow, in view of the reduced ration, steps are being
6:50 taken to see that all are in possession of Ration ocards
~ it ° 8andalso to grant relief at the rate of 4 Lire per diem
40 v\ (Present AMG ration costs only 2 Lire per diem - ELBA

soale of relief im 8 Lire for the head of a family, 4

7 ‘,Lr:r ' \»", for ethers).
w’“@’“’ QBEERVATION.

LV" The fotdgoing would appear a simple and satisfaetory
{G‘ gaolution to the problem for the moment.

L OIVILIAN RELIEF
(1) In regard te oivilian relief a decree had been
i issued and a scheme ig in force in the § Communes,

: (11) In each ocommume & committee of 4 is formed
comprised of the Dector, Curé, a workmen and a woman,

(111) These committees sorutinise and agree the
lists of persons requiring relief.
(iv) These committees are, in turn, responsible teo

a central finanee committee which is ocamprised of the 8
Sindacos who are not pemitted to serve on the relief

committeen,
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| 4. Communications,

|

| The question of communications has been enguired

| into and is being taken up with the various H§s

iE concexiie di

E .

i. it

| F.E. GILLETT

| Major,

5 Innis D.G.
Distribution:

Y. President Political Beotion.
/Exaﬂuti*ru Commissioner,

Oivil Affairs Branch,

Patriots Branch

M.M.IsAs

Regional Commispioner - Regliom VIII

El U.A;ﬂﬁ hr e m.l

File.
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‘. AFQ 30k
Rof /1,26 /18/04s 7 Bepts 1944,
' SUIJECTs Labour on ELDA.

70 { Labouwr Sub=Commisadon.

| .
| 1s This is to confimm @gonversation this evening (Col.Bain =
| Ools Emith = Major E.'.‘nlhn!:}. (

| 2 I will be gratefud if you can arrange to investigabe the
“ iron ore labour situation in Elba at an eaxly date. The mattex
has oome to m head following a request by S0 for s “—

ELRA
~Siadod Corrison 0 replase the French Carrison whem it is withe
drawn on or about Septs. 20.
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ELBA,
Flease see Exsge, Comuissioner's pencilled mimute at 8.

T have taken up the points om the report at 10 as follows 3

(a) Paras. C pege 2 = Finangs. Lt«Col.8.E.V.Smith has gone %o
ELBA to reporte.

(b) Parae. C folio 9 = Iron Mines, Mining Division say the ore
ia good and suitable for blaat furnsoes at PIOMBINDO and
BAGNOLI. :

(o) Paras C folio 9 = 0ile The information has been passed to
Pet, Seos

(4) Para. C folio 9 = Distilleries. Industry Sub-Comm. have been
informed and will report.

&) Para follo 6 = Re Be Italian Refugee Branch say theae

(%) u:-n;].iiam must rﬁ%ﬂ?n they are for time being, sinoe
MMTA oannot help. Publio Safety however can probably use them
for CC.RR Af and when they get approvaléo use ex=poldlera for
CC.ER. I will so inform Murchis,

(£) Para.K folio 6 = Information put in Daily Bulletin.

M[Z Bh-n-w E;Jnr. G 53::{‘




: ﬂdﬁ" # - ' L e L 3 - ;-I.I‘-h;
i | Declassified E.O. 12356 Section 343/NND No.

R o

Ref. s \pas 3 e *\'
hee b fref /3 '

U, ol & St sty Gor S |




. . fas
i AR R
ﬁ:" -
e !

=
N s Do miPels . sfabes e e

b |
e II' il e | FARE] BT T | B
= — HAPUNE TR S
6 Section 3.,3/NND Hm.__7 8:; ( l z
iy T g 3 3 ‘ > "

_ Declassified E.O. 1235

e i
"

o




g

Declaﬂsified E.0. 12356 Section 3. HHHHD No. 7&5{ H ’ r‘?

= i el e . ol

ALLIRD OOEFROT GO
n& &R0, Deobiom

. Sbjest: Depert - XA
o3 HeCe AXI4ad Avmios dn JTALY

1 W have yootived ¢he fellowing raperd fron SOA0, RidAs

uaﬂmmm
g= ,.::;:i“xm

the the Wench Ceepsni,

w-m T ..

m”mmmmmwﬂh




0
=
(=]
=
=
N
o
« €9
c
o
e |
re
0
@
L4p]
O
L'y
£y
™~
-t
o
L]
(iv]
o
‘@,

e
-l
==
o
L 1]
]
e
:
o 2

ponzfol 2177 7 =
: oy Y7/
wiatsr 7 sapor —ap7 Ll T
e e

oY
P77 _ﬁ.u
S Y

— %/ o/ .J.J&\ »2p7 2L )
o) r Y 57y v .,\ai\uh resar >

l.llllll.ll.ll.ll.l

— e udq




r_'.:.

Declassified E.O. 12356 Section 3.,3/NND No.

¥ oo ——

o
w

s
L




_{'I-'.'HI"H ] i e R

| Declassified E.O. 12356 Section 3,3/NND No. ; S :E I : I ? PR |

2 g LA S L o e \ :

- - iy ! ] — ¥

i ' i B LT uls
: .

F..I- - A g -

j SUBJECT: Italian Milditary in Elbs .
_ v
: () " Ar{ {Sub Commission (MMIA)
£ : \ ' 4

E i H- 'lt-,-' ﬂiﬂi El-

;- o ] ROME

i ST, _ 1/103

| /B A

i “ : 18AUG!. ..

.1{ ﬂﬂpj" tot : L

- 1, The ex-soldiers of the old Italian Army on Elba referred to in the

f Report under refersnce are civilians until callsd up in the new Italian

Army, It is probable that they will not be called to the colours for some

tima owing to the reduction of the ceiling for the new Itallan Army,

l*‘ jE. It is suggested that A.C.C, may send a screeming agency from the

Parties available to the Patriot Branch to recruit voluntears if A.C.C.

. ! degires to remove goms of them from the Igland, .
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