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SUMJECT:  Honthly Activitiea - Mining Division.
%0 : Exeoutive, Eeoconoulc Section, ACU.
l, Uhe aotivilies of the Mining Division, ACC, for the period
1 February 44 to 1 March 4 dincluded, in adoition 1o other tnings, the
following:
: A« Qoal., The Lolal production of washed coal from Sardinian
g mines during the month of January was 41,250 metric tons. 'Yhe Tollowing
flgures indicate percentages of' Lotal production acoording to sizeas:
Sige 10 x O = 514 of totel production.
Slze 350 x 10 = 26 of total vroduction.
\ Sise 50 x 30 = 156 of total production.
H Size + 50 = 8% of total production.

: Hursuant to insviucticns from LGS, APHG, production auring
! the month of Webruary was linited to 25,000 metric tone. Ho details on
preoduction figures have aes yet beon received Uran the mines.

The Sardinion conl mines at the present time are in posi-
tion to produce well over 2,000 metile tons of conl per day, provided
| fdequate tinber and other supplies are available., The totnl number of
'. workers eaployed at the mines at the present time is 5, 5Bk,

The conditions of all mine groups has matirially improved
durdng the three months of operatlon. Development work is in progresa
i at all mines. Heguisitions f'or mine supvlies have been filed {or the
K Period up to 15 Auguet L, leoulslticus for the balance of the year from
i 15 August 4y are presently belng prepared.

Uontinued future prodoction of coal in Sardinie 18 desendent
| upon bhe Cellowlng, none ol which are within the control of the Mining
' Division but ave functions of' higher echelons of service:

' (1) The arrival of initia) supplies us requisitioned in
Qotober, 1943, nnd the subsequent orderly flow of supplies thureaf'ter.
The lock of permissable mine explosives ig reflescted in Lhe high
veroantage of saall ‘coal being produced at the present time.

—_——_

(2) fhe availability of shivping for coal. The extent to
which fallure to supply necessary shipping [or ceal c¢an becone a
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serious problem was indicated recently in Sardinia when af'ter
two suocessive momths shipoing had failed Lo meet requiremnsnis
fhe overlomtied stockpilea at the dock began to show indications
ol Anternial eombustion. Failure to supoly adégquate shipping

for any extended period will force the mines to close, hs cx-=
tensive stockpiling of Sardinian coal reguires slorage facilities
which are nol avallable,

(5) he turnishing of food to mine worlers. ‘ne
seriouaness of thip sitvalion has been expresscd in the recent
deonstrations by the cilvillien pojulntion and the number of mine
accidents attributable Lo poor phyaical condltlon oft workers
due to insnlfictent food l'or henvy work.

(4) “he availability off chipping Tor tiuber for vit
props. A certidn amouni of plt props have been locuted in Cu-
labria and Corsioa. Shipping hap been arrnnged to take ocare of
imnediate needs. Steady production, however, depends on an
orderly flow of props {'or mine workings.

b, Metals, [lequisiticng ave presently being prepared for
supplies and equipment recuired for the reopening of the Sardinian metal
mines us directed by the Combined Civil Affnirs Comndttee. The following
indicates the preaent disposibion of existing slockpiles and Tutore
metul produotions

Lead Metal, Arrvangements have been cowpleted for exporting
2,623 metrio tons of lead mefnl fron Sardinia to North Africa, RPurchase
price for metallic lead as nepotiated with the Italian Governaent has
beon established at #50,°0 per metric ton. The rolled-back world market
price as furnished by Washington is 888,00 per metpric ton. !future pro-
duotion is to bhe atockpiled in Sardinia pending allocation.

Barite. In compliance with directive fron Combined Chler's
of Staff, Washingbun, a comprehensive siudy has been made off barite de-
pogits and stocks in Sardinln. An existing slookpile of 1,200 metric
tons with not less then 92§ barium sulphate content is avallable at mins
near the vort of Sant'Antioccco. Investigution by the Mining Divieion
indieates that producticn of barite from Ssardinis could be made with an
average of 1,000 metrio tons per month during the firet three months, and
an output ol over 2,000 Lons per month at the end of one yeur's operation.
Most of the heavy equipnent required is aveilable in Sardinia. The Hining
Diviglon is prepared to submlt requisitions wi ti%en dnys for all espen~
£ial supolies snould it be decided te reopen and operate Lhe mines. This
inCormtion has been trananitted to Washlngton, snd further instructions
are vresently being awaited.

Codndum:  Mxlsting stock of § metide tons of cadimiwm in
Yardinla has been nlloonted to the United States and shlpment 1s beling
made. The Combined Haw Materinls Board has also alleotted production 'ox
fhe next slx months to users in the United Btatea. The purcinse price
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for this metal wg neyoticted with the Italian Government in F.25 per pove{
kidaursm, The rolled-back world mavkel price for cadmium asg furnished

by Washington is #.060 per Klesaunpovied .

Other Metals. Advice hus been received from Washinglon
thet no interest is held nt the present tine in Sardinian scheclite or
antimony in elther the Unilted States or the United Kingdom. Instruo-
{tlons have been received to mine lead and zine concontrates t'or lgoal
consumntion and stoekpiling.

0. Sulphur, A general inspection of Siloilian sulphmur mines
hag been mide, together with an investigation of processing equipment
for Lhe preparation of refined pround sulphur. "There are lla.-".“ itien
in 8ioily at Lhe present tiwe l'or producing 700 metric tons of flowers
of' muluhur and 1,800 metrie tons of pround sulphur per month. An
allotment of 4,000 tons of raw sSulphur has been madeé for dusting pur-
poses, and will be processed in the Siocilian plants.

An inspection ol sulohur mines on the Italian maindend
ia in progress., If conditions warrant reopening, supplies will be
requisitionsd for these mines and production started.

d. Lignite., An inspection hoa been completed of the lignite
deposits in Leoce Province, It is believed that these deposits will have
no appreciable benring on the fuel sibualion as the one lurge deposit
has been worked out and neither prospects nor records show the existence
of any olher sizeable deposit in that area. No disposition has yet been
made by the Quartermnster, AFMIQ, of the 20,000 tons of liunite previously

| reported available al the Meroure and lMoroone mines. The initiation of
the lignite mining program is contingent upon the rebullding of certain
bridyes end roads whlch must be repaired to perult transportation of

| lignite t'rom mines to consumers. Bguipment und manpower are avallable
& at the Mercure Mine at Cistellucio f'or imediale operntion.

7 el

' : ROBKHT P, KOUNIG,
! Lt. Colonel, C, E.,
Chief, Mining Divislon.

. ga: Director, Ind. & Coamnn.
| Ohiel, Reg. Mining Div., Rep. VI.
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