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SeFPQRE Gl BREDS MACEINE GUN FAQTORY - ROME
SUBMITTED BY1® Capt. T G ELLIOTT
PATE:~ & July 1944

This factory was visited in oconjunction with 8ig. Ing.
Gelni (General Manager) and Profs Ing. 8, Treves in responae
to their request, 1t belng alleged that the plant, belng
requisitioned by R.E.N.Es for removal to Naples end cther
faotories, was affecting their possibllities of re-starting

YOrK .

This plant 1s extensive and modern, covering sosme 200,000
e metres and having 72,000 eq, metres of covered shop epace
divided up into 20 main shops. Two of the ehopm have been
damaged by bombe but the rexalnder of the factory i1s intact,

The plant wuap constructed solely for tue production of
machine guns, and the following calibres woere made!

ﬂ-f? !ﬂq, ?tl? “I’ ﬂ-ﬂ mm-, 1;1?1'? m.' H”d EE Bl 5

The output was rated at 4500 gune of all types per amonth
and some 8000 hands were esaployed,

The factory was cospleted in 1038/6 and bad adjncent to
the works & modern housing entate for the workers., It has
no rect rall connection, the neareat 8lding deing some B
kilometrea distant.

M1l bulldinges are of steel and reinforced conowete son-
etimiotion tut have few overhead coranes aud are suitable pri-
marily as light sachine and assembly shope.

The whole of the plant and bulldinge have Leen reserved
for ReEN.Es {u"bci Lts Col. Hm; 59 Area HQ} who are at
precsont eelecting weclines for removal to ReEM.K. shops
in the Naples and Rowe areas. Up to date, mowe 108 sachinen
have bLeocn melected Dy them and the Bgt. in charge thought o
that a further 100 would be required, Thie rrqulnitiangqs‘
tes Velng carried out in A careful and proper manner,

Huoh of the plant is speclial purpose, deniyned and oconetruc-
ted I'or the nroduction of machine guns, Tasre are howsver
many =211liing saonines, slolters, grinaing sachines, capetans
and colo BAWS Walel Wouil Le uSelul in general englneering work,
These mponines AFe Vhe obed TLAT Helh.Mu&« are interested in and
mAany are earsaried for removal, Tnie wili of couree destiuy
siie LBlenoe of tne PLAAT ana render 1t laposeivie wu resurn to
the manufaoture of machine %nnl* In all there are some 1700
machines stored withnin the factory., The Germans had previoumly
removed LUUU maonines (the best) rfor transportation to Germany,

Also withip the factory are nany valuable lige, gauges
CuUrting ioule, grinding wheels eto, - there are conas atrlnin

SRR



Declassified E.O. 12156 Section 3.3/NND No. 78 5 ( l ?

B T R

¢}

P

stooks of rAw materiale in the form of bay etookp of verious
gectione nnd elizen. The two eleotric mub-atationes have ep-
diéped serisus damage, hut all except two of the transformers
nave been rﬁmﬁ?ﬂd, the firm eatate thnt these are niddon awey

in the hillg, but they sre unaware of thelr condition. The
¢lais 1T 1o vﬂuni le wltn present equipment to lay on 450 K
Gf povwer.

Aleso within the plant there las A useful forge, coneleting
of two dron hamaers and several frictlon preeses and powvep
hammern, &t alght e posalble to utilise this esquipment for
the production of agriocultural implemente whioch are in shord
supply.

Ir eddition to the forge and machine shops tinere 1la a
modern Hest-treatment, perkerlising and gun brownlng plant
together with & saall ohrosium plating urlt. All thipe
equipaent iz lald out vo hendle & large number of small parts
ah A xans produotion bapls, Muny of the shiope are appenbly
atope and provided only with benches and !'ige for doing thie
YOTrks Alss within the worke are All the necesnary eppliances
for tusting the suns. There 1la, in addition, a covered riring
range 200 metred in length. There 1s & good 8 producer plant
and an electric stean raleing unit end several obot blast cham
Bera pomplete with & pood alr Compressor.

The worke canteens and storerooms have been taken over Dy
ADOS pna 8 & T.

Sy (1) It Ye Aifficult to see what this plant can do other
; thar the magn prodiuction of machine guns and agpocinted parte,
AVER
(2) The bhulldinge are sultable only for smchine mnd light

Apeebly worke. AD they etand they are unnultable for heayy
vetlole repalr,

(3) A fow ieohines apre sultavle for thHe maee production
of ssall cotter pins, rivets, etc. o

{(4) The forge sould be converted to the preduction,
agricultural tools and fuplesento. 5

(8) The guuply of electrical enorgy would be the declalng
faptor.

(69 It ie not coneldered that RekeM.ke are Lelng unreason-
able in requieitioning itews of plant; asuch i1teme ae they hAave
sarsarked are urgently required by them in thelr Naples work-
ahope where they have to undertake A heavy prograam of vehlole
repair. It shoulc however be puinted out that thle requisitions
ing 1e destroying toe balance of the plant and will render it
lspossible To return to the production of maocnine gune until
toie pllnt i returned. This should be resezbered in view of
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the only plant spen cnpable of carrying out such work.

(7) It Ae thought that R E.M.&y also have thie plant
in mind ae & mschine shop when 1%t 1@ decided to move thelr
maln ehops at Haples rnn'mrd.
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