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SUNTHOT: Repadrs to Cathedml of Magliono Sabino,.
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ROME ALLIED AREA COMMAND,
AP.O. 794, U.5,ARMY.

el 5 July 1944.

|
PL'E"’//

cubject: Repalrs to the roof of the Cathedral of
Magliano Sapino and adjoining buildings.

R,C. and M.G, 'Allied Control Commission
Headgquarterag - A,P,0, 394. U.S.ATmy.,

To

1. Attached are a letbter Trom the Britlsh Minister
to the lloly See sponsdring an appeal of Cardinal Sibilia
for repaira to his Cathedral of legliano Sabino and the
adjoining buildings; and the appeal of Cardinal Sibilisn
which he sent to the British Minister.

2. We have informed the British WMinister that this

-eathedral is under jurisdiction of hepion IV and that

therefore we are forwarding the documents to you for
transmisgsion to the Public Works Section A.C.C.

- 3, It would be much appreciated 1f we might be
informed of your desleion about the matter so that we may
reply to the British Minister to the Holy See.

i jor General, U.5.Army.
Commanding,
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4+ Liaison with the Italian Superintendants in Nepleg has throughout

been close, continuous, and cordial, although there has evidently been
a certein lsck of frankness on the part of IDoctor Castelfranco, Director

Oenarele of Belle Arti under the Minlstry of Education et Salernoc,®

¢ Attentlon is drawn to the recommendations at para 10 marked X, with
which I concur, Action re b has been taken in the form of a memo
dated 24 Apl L4 placed before the Chlef Commiseioner on that day re=-
nuesting that he teke the matter up with C-ineC,

By 472

R.R,CRIFFS, Lieut-Colonel,
C«3.,0, Admin Section.

(A—/-..,r w b thee o~ 4G I
/P Gtn. L)




a-mL LA g

Declassified E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No. E 8 ic I ?

W i e g L U i BTV P itilen | o3

S

-

/
m_yﬁ_m 208 Sra A%,

Maw Gl Danpe Oo mobastets, &4,

™5 ¢ Vioe meolidentd,
Adedrdotyedive Tection,

go"

1. Atteabed lo n ogyy of Bwalotion af 1otber
from Warsihn]l Nedordio dated Gelipredd, fogetbor with 1te
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salerno, 6 April 194
pear General;

- There have not escaped your nttention the damages inflicted upon
Italian buillings and monumenta of high artistic value ‘during their
occupation by Allied units and offices. To the solemn declarations
of the responsible political heads of Great pritain and Imited 3tates,
there have followed the definite orders issued by General Eimenhower
and laoter by (jenerul Alexander for the respecit to the artistic build-
ings which the Allied troops were obliged to use beciuse of vwar neces-
8lty. Nevertheless, many irremrable damages have been inflicted and
continue to be camitted. The frequent contacts between the of ficers
of the Italian Government end the members of the Fines Arta Sub-Comnig-
slon do not seem to have brought conerete results.

I shall limit myself to mention, amongz the most sericus damages ,
those inflicted at the peluzzo Reale at Naples from which large quan-
tities of furniture, paintings, books and tapestries have been carried
away,; simllar fate has befullen the Milazzo Heuls at Caserta and the
Accademia di Belle Arti of Naples, to mention only the principal casea.

In order to obviate in the future such serious occurrences (and in
the very near future we hope to find ourselves in cities such as Fiome ,
Firenze, siens, gsuisi, ete, v where the artistic treasures are innum-
erable), I have summed up in the enclosed Meworapdum severul measures
which could be taken in common ajreement between the L.C.C. and the
Italian Government, and later made lmown to AFHQ in Xtaly for the axe-
cution of the conseguent instructions.

If you are in agreement, in principle, with the proposals contain-
ed in the said Memorandum, contacts could be established between your
dappropricte representatives and officers of the Italian Government to
determine the details,

I have no doubt that my proposals will find favorable canﬂidemt‘mﬂ
on your part, because I kncw how vivid and profound the concern is in
British and North imerican publie opinion to safegusrd this common
cultural patrimony of humanity.

i
In anticipation of your courteous reply, I beg of you to scocept, 121 3 .
my dear General, my best regarda. y

The Chief of Government

. .
Jb;,_f t "‘{!"‘"wnligk )’Eff BaDOGLILIO

jmf:‘» o AL ! e -'-‘) Hoarl halectgioed

il " .‘ ﬁ r'f oa At e  Pulpio ﬂ&r‘*'“--f ,/ f:;?' ﬁ‘f
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(NOTE: Enclosure to Narshal padoglio's letter #2178 of 6 apr 1944).

l. Renewal of absolute prohibition to occupy and requisition for
military use bulldings of high monumental, archeologienl and artistic
importance.

A list of such buildings (beginning with those of the region
of Rame) shall be drawn up in agreement between the Subcommission of
Fine Arts and the H. Sopraintendenza Belle Arti of paples.

Such buildings, gradumlly as the Italian clties become occcupied,
should be clesed and watched over by the Military police and by the
Ioyal Carabinileri.

2+ hlvays in agresnent, compilation of a list of historiesl build-
ings which could be used only in case of abasolute necessity, only with
certain precaution.

In these the objects of art shall be removed und turned over
to local Sopraintendenze delle pelle Arti or to the technical offices
of the Communes. The furniture of artistic value shull be assembled
in an enclosure which shall be walled. There will remain in effaect \
the prohibition to carry avay the tepestries and other accessories.

3: Representativea of the Subcomuission of Fine Arts will super-
vise, along with the Allied Commands, to the closing of the buildings
referred to in item 1, and to the eventual requisition of those men-
tioned in item 2,

1218
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STCILY REGION pEADCUARTERS
APO SV4

FIIT:R1I0/007 1 March 1944

QUBTLECT: flre at Puluzso Heale

TO + Reglonal Commissioner

l. ire occurred in the Pulazzo Reale on the night of
a2 Pebruary 1944, and destroyed a gerles of roons occupled
by M.P, Officers, (U,3.) I.B.3. No damuage was done to the
Museum and Art galleries,

2. Frior bto the Lire tho questlon of moving personnel
fron this building was dlscussed with Communding Officer I.0.5.
who felt that Military necessity required the use ol thepe pre-
mises,

3, 'The problen wasn goain digeussad wlth Col. BDears T.L.3,
on 25 TFeb. 1944, Col, Sears felt that it was not desirable to
make other arrungements to house his personnel elsewhere.

4, Assurance hag been given, by Mejor George jaley I.B.S3.
1iaison officer with Reglon I, that U,3. Engineers would muke
a purvey of the damuaped premises and take steps to prevent A -
mages to the Norman onument.

5. Preliminary estimates of the damapge indicate that 1t
will cost 1,000,000 lire to restore the bullding.

WILLTAM
|y i Gﬂl‘ﬂ'l
Reglonal Executive OIfflcoeX

£03

I\
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HEADQUATTERS lf,/#"
TSLAND BASH S8MCTION AND 10TH PORT
AP0 550

29 February 1944

Prooceedings of a boerd of offloers which convened at Palermo
gicily on 27 February 1944, pursuunt to poragraph 13, Speclal
Orders 54, Hq. IB3 & 10th Port, 23 February 19u4, a oopy of whlch

is attonched ag Txhibit "Ar.

The board met pursuant to the foregoing order at the Hoyal
Palace, Palerme Siclly ut 0930 houra, 27 February 1944L.

dogmbers present at meebing:--

ook, ©=211076
. 0=301127
0=908447

Lt. Col. VWm. W.
Major Oscar A. NYGH
capt. Churles H. Mal!

The bosnrd inspeoted the dmneged portions of the bullding,
together with furnishings that had been removed following the

fire, ull persons known to have been present at thu time of the
fire, ocoupants of the dumaged portion of the bullding, together

with fire department representutive and technloal expert, were
cnlled before the board and under oath testified as show On

exhibits "D to "I" 1inolusive.

FINDINGS:
The board, having oarefully considered the evidence before 1t

findg: --

1. That a fire coourred at the Royal Pulnoe, Palermo 5ioily
the night of February 22-23, 1944, dumaging the bulldings and

furnishings thereof, (Uxhibits "B" & "C").
That the fire wus u result of defectlive alootrio

2.
wiring installed in the attlc between the oeliling and roof
(Exhibits "D" to "I"™ Inol). how
120%
NECOMMENDATIONS:

T view of the above findings, the bourd recommends that




-
L}
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The bosrd edjourned at 1100 hours, 28 February 194h.

---ﬂ--uh.._-

08CAR A. NYQUINT

Major, QMO

Member.

G Inols.

Inol
Inol
Inal
Incl
Inol
Inol
Inol
Inol
Inol

L

e~ OVWF W

Exhiblt
Exhiblt
Exhiblt
Bxhiblt
Txhibit
Exhibit
Exhlblt
Exhibit
Txhlibit

o T i i i e .

OHARLES 1. MALLON, Wi W. SPURLOCE,

Capt., OWO

Heoorder

Hﬁﬂ
HEH
rrcn
11-]'_]!'1'

HE" A
HFH A
HGH !
HH" F
ﬂIH‘ E

Lt. Col., CW3
Progident.

gpecial (Orders
gpructural Damage to Bullding
furnishings Demaged and Degtroyed

h.";t!-:l'l tr aaern t
gtatement
Stntenant
dtoatement
stutament
Stutement

of Ribando Lulgl
of Capt. Cooper
off Pvi. Brown

of Lt. 0'Connell
of Lt. HoDuff

of W0 BlaeizelTelX
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f HEADGUARTERS
: SLAND BASE SHCTION AND 10%H PORT
APO 550

* EXIRAGT *
SPRCIAL OHDERD)
HO. bdb)
13. The following Bd of O, thle Hg, is aptd to lnvestigate all fucta and

sircumstinces concerning fire which osecurrad ofa 22 Feb 44 ot Palnszo Hesle,
L 'H" Elﬂil}"l

23 Fobrasry 1944

LT O0L WILLIAK W SPULLLCK 0211076 cwa

MAJOI OBCAIL A NYQULIET (3301127 GMO
CAPT CHanLES H -MH i_il'}'{'}ﬂfl_.ﬂ'? GRS

Procesdings of the Bd will be pubmlitited in tripliestie and in accordanoce
with AR L20-=5 end other peartinent regulstioms,

By orler of Colonel DEAKSS

OFFLOLALS Fo Ta BOHSTEEL,
Golonel, AGD,
‘41"’I|'."i4|"‘I F, % Donnateal hnljut."nt- Genoral.

/t/ Fo T BONBETEEL,
Gﬂlmﬂl, Aﬂnl
Adjutant Gonorol.

SEQLLICTED ARG TRIOTR

L OERTIFIED TRUE COPYs /

¥Fo Ba lﬂ}ﬂﬂﬂ.
lat Lt, CWI

dﬁrmmr' ;‘?h
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STRUCTURAL DAMACE 'TO BUILDING

Roof Danuge~--3600 sq. ft. destroyed.
Room Number 1, Poyer at Head of the Stalra:

Celling-=-total lose
South wall--oracked

Trusses (8 x B)=-total loss
Baagt door damaped

Room Nuaber 2, (A & B)

Celling-~total lons
Trusses and supports--totul logs
Jection of North and South wall destroyved

Room Number 7:

Celling-=total loss

All paper on all walls~-total losos
Trugses and supports--totul loas
Shutters and doors--heat blisters

Moulding-«150 fest required to be refinished and replaced
Door frame--one totally destroyed

Room numbey 43

Oelling--totul loss
Trunses and supports--destroved
Moulding--75 feet
Paper--total loss

Bethroom (off yoom No. 4):
Jelling-=-total loss.

Snall wash-1ro0mj
Qelling=--total loss

Dressing Room (Bouth of main part of room ) : 1%{%&

Qelling~=-total loss
Hole 1in East VWall
All paper In the room destroved




|
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Day roomt

Two complete panels of tapestry, 20" x 20 yds.
Docr frame on West wall
Moulding-~10 fect

Serving rocom:

Jelling dumaged

Coping en cornice on the top of the walls damaged ror
approximately 30 fect

Exhibit ¥B"
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PURNISHING S DAMAGED AND DRESTROYED

Purnishings of Room Number 1

Hono

Furnishingmsof Roonm Humber 2i

Large ocupboard, empty

Furnishings of room Number 32

three (3) overatuffed chairs--total loss
one (1)
Two (2)

gne
Une
One

i

1
1

|

overstuffed davenport--total loss

ta (marble top)-=0One total loss
sl { One badly damaged
rug approximutely 9 X 12-=-total loas

7y

pioture (palnting approximately 20 X 30) -~total loas
1) smell rug--total loss
Two (2) sets window drapes--total losp

Furnishinga of room Numbel ki

(2)

Two
Une
Two

Two
One
one
One
Two
Two
Two
Une

!

|

{

1
2

2
1

1

)
)

|

1)

2
2
2
1

;

|

gsate window drapes-~-total loss

bed snd box spring--totul loss

bed side ocommodes--One tobel loss
One damaged

tralght chaira--total loss

;millggu#ﬂnpﬂrtwwhuﬁly damaged |

Rug, approxjumately 9 X 12=-total loss

Rug, approximately 4 X b==total lOBS

Bmall rugs-~total loss

wardrobes-=-badly dpnaged

Cheats of drawers--badly damaped

oval table--total loss

Furnishing of BatlLroom and Lavatory:

Two
One

One
one (1) Lavatory--broken

\

&
1

|

1)

gtralght uhﬂtra;ftntulﬁiiaﬂ
i tand-=broken mar
;::En:ng table with mirror--slight dansage

—r

Furnishings of Dresuing-ROOm:

one (1) Small settes--water damege und broken leg

2 =0
) 4
T

#xhibit "gM
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Testimony of Ribando Luigl, Via Carrittiere 2, olvillan employee
at the Palace, having been duly sworn, wos interrognted by the
bourd, and responded as follows:

Q. How long have vou worked hera?b
e ey Yaera,

Qs ﬁara you here at the time of the fire, 22 Februury 19447
As Qe |

Qe When Aid you first know about the fire?
A. Five o'oclook in the afternoon on the following day.

Q« When was the lagst fimu that ypu were in the rooms that were

danaged by the fire?
A. About 5 or 6 otelook the day of the ire.

e Was tlhere anything unususl in tie roomns?
A. When I got inside the room, the windows were open mo I olosed
them, I smelled some smoke and looked around but didn't gee

any fire,

G« Did you see any smoke?
A. I pew g sort of hage.

i« DIid you report this to anyone?
A. No.

W« There is a fireplace in one of the roows, was thema fire

in '41t? .
Ae I bullt & small rire 1in 1t, at 8 o'oloock I went baok and it

wae out.

G+ Tou suid you were last in the room at 6 o'olook, now you

pay 8 o'olook?
A. I do that work every night and was Just back to check up on

the flre.

Q» Did you smell the smoke before you bullt the fire in the
fireplace?

A Yen,

Q. When you went back at approximately 8 o'olook and the :!‘1%?
was out in the firepluce did you atill notice the haze or 3

As Yeos,

Q. ﬁid you try to see what csused this condition?
A. I Just looked around in the room, and didn't see anything.

Qe Did you hear any wood oraokling?
A HNo.
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Qe Did you turn on pne lights in any of the re }.ﬂ? w

A I turned on the .ights in one of the rnumnﬁm

Q. Did the light oomes right on?
A. As usual., .

R« What did you do after you left the apartment?
A. A8 Boon g8 I oame out of the Captaints rooms I ocame dow,

changed olothes and went home.

Ge Oould you see the Palace from your house?
A No.

Re DO you live neg; the civillian fire house?
A. Bsehind the Cathedral.

N« D1d you hear any fire engines?
. Ho.

Exhiblit "D"
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Testimony of Captain John M. Cooper, 0-4918308 Bignal Corps, C.0.
IB3 & 10th Port Prov. H.P. Co., Palave, Pulermo, having been duly
sworn, waf Interrogated by the board, and reasponded ag follows;

(l« Where wera you quartered on the 22nd of February 19447
A« My quarters were known #a the apartment of the Minister to

the King.

Q. Is thip the apartment that wes demaged by the fire on the
nleght of 22-23 Yoebouary?
A YoB.

2« Were you in the apartment when the flre was dlscovered?
ALe NO,

8, VYhat time were you last in the dpartment before the flre?
A« Approximetsly 8 o'olock that evening, I had been 1ln the roomn

gavoral timen in the afterncon also.

0 Did you notioe anythi g unusual during any of these vialts?

A+ Yas, at approximately 1700 hours, I wae meking an inspection

of the King end Queen's room with Lt. Pope, where we were dolng
gone work, after this I want in my apartment to getl some
olgarettes. I noticed the smell of swoke and u alight haze

in the two rooms. I looked in the fire place to see 1f

Ribando Lui@l, & civilisn employee had bullt a fire, Lhera was
no Pire in it. T ocheoked the lights pund didn't see wnything
wrong with them. I assumed then that the olvilian had made a
fire in the fireplece and it had smoked up the room s0 I

opensd the windows in the spartment. I left the apurtment and
oontinucd my work. I went back at 1800 hours to wasli and get
rendy for dinner. The employee, Ribendo Lulgil, had bLeen 1n the
room ond ologsed the windows and built a small fire in the rire
place. I oould still smell amoke but I agsumed 1t was from

the fire in the firs pluoce.
Q. Had you hed fires in the fireplace before?

e Yes.,
. Was.there normally smoke from the fire in the fireplace?
E; No t:ﬁra‘ %, when the wind was in a certuln direotion tjerp .
might bhe a3 11ttle mmoke in the room, but nothing t0 ocauae 14_

alarn. The smoke I noticed 1In the room thie time was ahQut

the same as when you bullt a fire in the fireplace, A little
after 1800 hours I came down and had dinner. I wae in thﬂrg
for approximately an hour before I wont baok to my apartuent.

T still smelled smoke but I suw the rire had gone down to where
there was just a little ooal in the fireplace., I still aspuumed

the smoke was from thore, I came from the room down the
office at wbout 1900 hours. Then T went back and washed and
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changed my olother |nd left at approximately 7 JU hours the ] f

. eavening of the 22nu. I went over to the 1lOth hrt dance and

gteyod until 2220 hours, when I was notlfied there was a fire
here. Major Sumners and I proceded immedlately here und arrived
at approximately 2230 hours nnd dlscovered the apartment was on
fire. I went up and broke through the bathroom window and
assisted in combatting the fire and saving my personal belong-
inge prior to the collapse of the roof. When I eniared tho
room in whioh the bed was, the oelling was all »ight but there
wap some fire in the oeiling or the North wall. The heaters

T had in that room were satill going and there was no flre

near them. The line they conneot into was sn outside line and
the plugs were Juet through the wall.

what 1s your opinion ag to how the fire got startedy

From my observation and personal experience 1t 1o my opinion
that the fire was osused by defective wiring between the cell-
ing and the roof above the apartment.

The wiring runs in that spuce between the roof and celling?
Yen.

In vour opinion could thut flre have staorted between the tine
you left your apurtment and the time you were culloed back"?
No, it 1s my opinlon that the fire had bheen pnouwldering since
the alfternoon.

Puring the tines you were in the room you didn't hear Any rf'ire?
No.

There hag been a report mede and turned into Col. Sears, could
we have a copy of that report in triplicrte?
Yes, (the copies were furnished at this time) . :

From your observation of the rooms of the apartment where would
yvou say the flre started? |
T would say the fire started in the North parv of the apartment
between the oelling and the roof.

why do you say betwesn the gcelling and the roof?

The daumege to the rooms indiocated thut the flre ocame down

because the walls wers not scorched, the mouldings sround the ER
doors were burned by falling timbers from the roof. In the MY

room whioh I qjﬂ‘%hthﬂ osilingand roof were still intaot and
bove the oelling, no fire in the lower parts 11&&

the fire was a
of the room.
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Testimony of Pfo. Paul 3. :, y 33392207, 12%9th Prov. W.P.
P.¥W. Detachment, having b.e uly sworn, was interrogated by the
board, and responded as folloWs:

Qe VWhere are you quartered?
A+ In the Palace Roval.

viere you quartered in that bullding on the night of 22 Feb-
ruary this year?
Yos,.

Was there anything unusual that oocurred that night?
Yas, there was a rire.

Were you on duty the night of the fire?
Yes, churge of quarters.

Did you dilscover the rire7r
Yen.

What time?
Detween 2115-2130 hours, as c¢lops as I can remember.

Did you first seec the fire on the inside or outslde of the

rooms?
On the outslde there was a lot of aparks flying.

Where were you at that tine?
I want over to get Lt, 0'Qonnell for a phone call, Le was

duty offiocer.

Did you immedistely inwestigate the osmuse of the sparka?

I went in the of' ficer's quarters and found Lt. O'Connell and
asked him if theres was a stove 1n there thut could be throwlng
aparks out the ohimney, he said there wasn't, so I sald thers

waa a fire in the building then,

wWhat part of the ssction was 1t in then?
The South part of the apartment.

- Was there any evidence of a fire in the offiver'a quraruraliys

when vou eéntered there?
No.

You notioced nu smoke or hoard no fire?v
HQ.

Did you ge through Captein Coaper's room to get the Lu,?
No,
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Did you, after Jlscovering the fire, go ir |he Ouaptaln ranﬁlfﬁ
NO. ; .

Wan the fire department summoned immedietely?
108,

Were you present when they arrived?
Yean.,

Tall us about the fire alfter that.

The fire department came¢ up und aaked for some halp 1in
getting hose up the stairs snd woe helped them. They ueed
the water from the reservolr in the back. I wes charge
of quarters and had to be in und out of here so much

thet I misgsed the biggeat part of the fire.

You didn't have oocaslon to go 1u the Captain's quarters?
0.

When you saw the aparks there wes a lot of them, ia that rlght?

Yesn.

Bxhibit "F"
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Testimony of lst Lt. John T, O'Connell, CMP, 0-1796992, 133rd
Prove. M.P. P.W. Detgohment IHS Prov. M.P. Jo., having been
dui{ Bworn, was 1lnte¥rogated Ly the board, and responded os
follows:

Q« Where are you bllletted?
A. In tho Royal Palane,

%. Were you billetted at thie planoe on the night of 22 February?
v Y®n,

(e ﬁare you in your billet on this partioular evening?
A. Yeas.

R« Were you on duty?
A. Yes, I was duty officer.

%+ Was there anything wnusual during the course of the evening?
A. There was a firs.

Q. About what tiue wos 1t discovered?
A« Approximately 2130 hours. ~

We Who called your attention to it?
lﬂ.l Pﬂ- Hl“ﬂ"."iﬂ-

J« What were the clroumgstances surrounding the dlscovery of

the I'ire?
A. Brown oame %o my auarters and omlled me to the phone, he asked

1f there was a stove with a fire in 1t, I sald there wasn't
he told me he saw sparks. A48 I left the building and looked

up on the roof there were flames goming through 1t, I ran to
the office to ocall the fire department but met Lt. Zuoker

who told me he had turned in the alarm.

(+ Just where are your quarteray
fi« The meocond floor on that gide, the ground rloor here.

(« In what part of the bullding was the fire discovered?
A. Through the roof ubove the top floor, it would be the thir
floor in the wing, my apartment is on the floor below.. & 1.9 hﬁ

G» DBefore leuving your apartment had you noticed an¥thing that
gave evidenoce of a fire?
A. No.

G« Approximutely how far is it from your apartment to the place
where the fire was discovered?
A. Approximately 200 feet and two floors up.

dad
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4« Were you. present d ing the fighting of the £1 1?9
Ag Yeg. f

@« Whet was the rirst part of the burmned arca to ont ‘
A« About the center of the burned areu. I o

E- -?iﬁ you enter the wapartment immediately below where the fire was?
L | EEI | |

E. Eiﬂ you sce any fire in the apartment itselr
: 0.

%+ P14 the fire later pet 1n thoso apartmenta?
A« Yeag, burning timbera oranhed through the celling.

W+ In your opinion how do you think this fire wan ptarted?
Ae T think 1s was started by eleotrie wiring, thers were seversl
wires being slhorted while they were righting the rire.

Qs Where would you say the flre started in the room itpelf?

A« In the space between the roof and the celling, 1t sedms to me
that when the tiles finully oracked on the roof and the five
g0t alr 1t broke through,

Q. Have you ever had any trouble with the lights?
A« The lights go out on us quite often.

i+ Vhy do thay do thig?
A« T don’t know the csuse, the electriolsn always fixed them.

Bxhiblit "G~
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Testimony of Lt, Grady A. Mepuff, 0-1101573, C.0. 1208th Engr,
Coupe. Plut. TAFC, APC 550, having been duly sworn, was interropgated
by the bourd, and responded an followa:

Qs V¥het 1ls the neuture of your work:
A« Flre fleghting, we take cnru of military fMres in this seotion.

fl« Were you on dJduty on the night of 22 Fsbruary 19449
Ae Yeoa,

Were you ocalled %0 the Faluce to fight n fire there?

Yos, at mpproximetely 2145 hours, my boys had Just gotten buack
from the 8how.

Do you know who put In the cull? :

o, somebody ror MF Hg. at the Vealuce rean to the estroet and
said the pualuce wus un flre.

What was the Tirst evidence of fire you saw?

I ron to the door of the fire statlon and the aky woe light over
the top of the Faleace. I could see the fire from the Tire
atation, my men (dldn't see usny of the flames when they returned
from the show 15-20 minutes before.

Upon arriving at the site of the fire what wan Bean?

I brought two truckse to the acens, the top was £ll on fire, but
at that time I could see no evidoerice of fire down in the apart-
ment but I didn't go in then, later I took a hose insilde and
went through the apartment, there wes no fire in there aven
thén. But when I onme baok out a few minutes later 1t had

broken through,

Dld you enter the room soon therwvaflter?
No, I had s hose in the room and 4 men in the room next to it.

Did any of those men nmentlion anything that Indloonted how the
fire started?

The timbers fell through thut ryoom and they went into the room
snd triod to put out the timbers, the roof ocaved in on then
end they had to t.yv to get out the fire where 1t huad broken

through. 1 y Y
In your opinioen how do you think the fire originiated? ‘ 3
I have no idea, it was the [(irst time I had boen ut the Palacve.

Just from the evidence at heud in whut part of the bullding was

it Tirst?
I think it sturted in the celling because I observed no fire in

the apartment.

Do you know Af there were eleotblo wires above the velllug?
dome wires fell down during the fire , I presuwme they were above
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{ and when it burned 1 ough they fell down. |

Do you think it was possible that the fire started rapidly in the
veiling or do you think it was smouldering there for gpome tine?
I think 1t had been amouldering for some time.

About how lomg would you eavimate?
About 6 to 8 hours I would guens.

W
Did you make an officlal report of this 11re?
Yen,

Will you furnish ug with o copy in triplicuta?
Yea, (This was furnished at this tima) .

How muoh water did you earry to the fire?
One~300 gal. truek, and one #50 gal. truok,

Was this surfloient?
No.

Did you oull on more help?

Yos, one 500 gal. truock 'rom the Navy, one 300 gal. truek froi the
Engr. Depot, and one 300 gal. truck from 10th Port., thero wes also
an Italian Civilian fire department with approximately 2000 gal, of
water. "

Pid you experience any diffioultdes getting water aftep yours was pone¥
Yes, ny nesrest water point was 14 blooks distant.

Was there any other souruve of water nearer?
Italians had 1000 gal. tank truck next to my trueck. I usked tie
Captain who was with thom, through an interpretor, to give me the
wuter to put on the fire since I bud ilnes alresdy luid on the
fire, he paild he would not do this.

Were you in posmition to Pub this water on the fire sooner than the

olvilian fire department?
Yes, I already had my lines on the fire, all I had to do was pump 1t.

What, if any effect, did this delay have on the fire?
The fire Tlared buok up and waa burning big before T got my lineg

on 1t wgain,

Tthy

Exhibit »gw»

4



|
e ]
e -
- 0 T .-J" uﬂt_,;'l"- B

Daclaaaifiéd E.O. 12356 Section 3. BIHND No. 7 8 5-0 J ?

. W s s v .,u;-.nu- et . b == L

-

] f ‘ 0”.
' HISADCO NSRS /
1208 MOTNER COMPORITE FLATOCH, FAFC
A0=5450

22 Februnyy, L9L)
DUBJICT: Report on Fire Alaym,.
TO ¢ IADCUARTIRS, LELAHD Disk SADTION, (Attentdon Cipt. MALLOK)

1. Ab approsimibely 2185 houre en XP came to Lhe station e reported
that » pert of the 'Felage' on Vittorde hmmpusle wiu on fire. Upll wad
answerad by hath Heoon, 50 gallon gk, and 300 gellon track, Phay both
trueks wubor supply wes exaustod request won psde on Italden Fire Dopt, for
waber from tank Just srrived, bub pequest vas denled. The 300 grllon | ek
dopurted to Centrrl redlrosd stublew Yo gob wotor. 08l wao mnde B0 levy fire
Dapt, e LOLL port fire dopl, and “mgr Dapat, fire dept. for additionsl trucke
to haul waber: Lupps pool was dlasuvorad near the pulace, enl wober v
drenghited from At to farnish o continous supply, snd surplus auulpent was
thon sent back to Ates station. Fire wes tought ecomtinously in five roors
off the structure untdl ectirguiched o 0245, Couse of fire wes underternined,
belioved to be from foulby wirdng, Slight face lasepitions wers suilered by
two of owr firomen when the roof of one of the rooms caved in,

lot 11 C& H
Cozeanncting 1 1 ﬁﬁ
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Testimony of Frank M, Blelzefler, Wo(JG), W-2126311, Engr. Section
TB3, APO 550, Assintant Utility Gffloer, having bsen duly sworn,
woe interrogoted by the bonrd mund responded as follows:

Q. In your present assignnent are you gometlines oalled upon Lo
inapect eleotrlosl wliringa?
A« TYeob.

0. Did you inspect the wiring in the danaged swotion of the Royal
palece after the fire of B2 February 19447
A Yen.

G. What did you find?
Ae T found several olrcults running through the attic of the
building were not fused, bubl wired across the terminanls with
No, 14 and Nop. 12 copper wire. The wirve slze of tha ¢liroulta
1s mpproximately No. 16, It 18 impossible to determine the
condition of the insulation on the wires after the fire., ,

Is this type of wiring as desoribed, usuplly considered safle?

Q.o

fla MNo.

Qe In your opinion did the wiring copgtitute u flre hazurd?

A. Yeou,

Q. In your opinion oould this rire have besn the result of iuproper |
wiring?

Ao Yﬂﬂ-

n., Did you ever inspeot this wiring before the fire?

R ]

,n.l HQI

Exhibit "Xw
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Ref 31/ 27/ ON 6 Vareh L%N

qupInosr  AFR Cormlsaion of Enaqulry on Roquisitliored
Veornurenta Feporte -

T ] paninistinlive Gentiov. (For vorumerita, Tluo At

and Avohdvos)e I:'E

1. Yeference 20901/ MA2A of 21 lebrusry approprinte w engledgo=
nent has Laen nade to TR AGE (Adm Foh) An respect of dopy MO 1,252
and peocrd of evidenct.

2, I ACHR (Adm ¥oh) have informed thice Henanuariers thal thoy
have np further supplies ol thip report which they can BpRLCe

; 3 For your informntion they had 12 coplea with the racord of
evidance ard thebo werc distributed as Followat

& oopies to AFHY

1 oopy to 1R Ao (lfo 42 i)

1 copy held in MLaudhe £ila

)i copies Leld in rosarve for probable wee
by Londen ard fashinglon.

1

P by
n.‘m-i-*-:*f v 1
Colonel, Gavaliy,
Deguty Mweoutive
Cominnloiets
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: ALLIED CONTROL UCMMISSION
APO 384 g/ tum
| I
/Fﬂd/t?ﬂﬁeﬁc‘/is_ 22 February 1944

SUBJEOT: Monumente, Occupationg by Troop#,
TO :+ Chief Commiésioner,
3 1. Referring to yesterdny's meeting I have seen Me jor
& Beillie Reynolds and I feel that not enough drive is belng
3 put into the Job. kg jor Reynolds is preparing a definite
plan of action which however will require superior authority.

2, I will dlecuse the malter of an administrative

hustler (American) with Brigedler Lush, On his return to
Naples,
BTANBGATE
e Vice President
1 ' Agministrative Section o
! Ge L el
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Ahibos A CUMTRUL COMMISSTON / /
ReCo 12 Melbe Beotlon
ARO 390
Ref’ /CAs 2 March 194ke
KOTs A.F.Hele Coumission of Enquiry Reporte
0 8 AColleite(Adve Tohelom), C.M.Fe

1. Reoeipt is acknowledged of Copy lo..4232 of the A.FeiaQs
Counission of Baguiry xeport togethsr with the Rocord of Evidenca.

2 Warther coples of this veport will be requested hy this
HeQe and in oxrdex that we gan ptate the number reguired, inform=

ation ia requested ay to tho dlstribution of ooples from your HeqQ.
50 that no overlapping need 0COUT'e

-

; )
L o *v*"’)
U‘

\)/{VJ Brisadi.ﬂra

Executive Commissioner.
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hu‘luuct: Proverty o Histomical ANp EDUGATIONAL
IMPORTANCE TN ITALY — PRESERVATION OF,

HEADQUARTERS.
ACMF,
17th Feb, 44

To;

3 Gommanders of all Formations and Unils.

Concern has been caused at home by reports of dumage done to

property of historienl and eduentional importance in Italy,

When I received these reports 1 ordered n commission to be sel

. up lo ascertain the truth in this malter. The vesults of the commission’s
n investignlions show [hat these reports of dnmage have been exnggerated,
' butl ot the same time establishes that a certain amount of dnmaoge

¢ has been done by thoughtlessness or carclessness, and even by a few
wilfully destructive individuals,

y I wish to impress on all officers how vilally necessary il is thal
)

i the troops under theiv commund behave in g manner which sufegunrds

the good name of our nrmies and brings credit to their race,

As we advance further north we shall enler u parl of the country
where arl treasures and monuments nre more nunerois, I therefore

direct that every officer brings continually to the notice of those

TR T

serving under him our responsibilily and obligation to preserve und

protecl these objects to the greatest extent that is possible under

s S e

operational conditions.

qq-.-".'?""‘: =

A

_:‘E. ‘_
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ComMANDER-IN-CIIER,
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TEEA DRI UAS T S J
WO ARD O
ALLLTED OOIR L COeLIS O
APO Y4
SUNCOIMMTISSICN MO HON iy PTHE AY'S AdDARDHIVES

21 Febrounry 194,
I]L .',"...'_l}* roifor LU:
20901/ MPA

SHTATIGT . R'IFF[Lj Golwiisatn of iy Renort.

T'0) ';’;-h;r;u itive Comalanloney; BOMG Section,
1. Rof's 2090L/PASA dated 21 Feor apy 190, subjeot: AWMig
Covmisalon of Bnguis-y on Regnivivisned Honossn 8, toi Hrecullvd

A,
Conmilasloner.
s 2e Since the dismatoi of the above-mantiwed lottor, the
' Supcomaigsdon e, rcoclved a copy of the Reourt of the Co miswion
i sppodnted by ARG to engouizg ko damage done by Allied Troops of
: Coonpation to Monwmen.s eto, This pepizrt consrises:
u.} Coveraay Lottor dated 19 Pebroary Ligk, tads oopy noe. 22
b) Report, "conf'huentinl’, comprising throe parts and
Appendix A Lobtelling 26 legnl also - ages, nigsographcds
U) Rooord of BEvidenoe f:u].:su Lavbeled A eiiin ﬂi,} botalling
appraxinsg ety 85 (unn inbcred) lepgnl aslze pages, nimecographed, and one pline
Do It is requested that aporonriate sckoowledgrent be oade “ C
to AFflg Adve Ada. Hchulon, CUP. %
s At Lie sume time 1t is pequesled that [urtier covics
b reques ol for tho following surposcs:
a)  Four copies of both the Report snd the Bvidsuce for
the “getherings" whiich the Suboommisa on for Monwawnbs, Fine Avbts and
Archives prepares monthly. These contuin mwtoer of all ports relative
to Wie work of the Joboom dsslon and are distzibobed as ollowas
1) Wor file. It is desivablo tb lwve & oomolete "gabiwring” on
il: flle oy well B&s Lhe copias OF b dog Lt i) Wud wHhiclh azra Miled
14 hr'_n‘J.l'i.'.Lu:l.:,l' ¥y | MLE BpPIQDr Elo lanes, 1 1 5._;
' 2) Fop APIlq oy Cile, ws roucsobeds
,5% Por tramiidasion Bhvow B chmnsls Lo bae US Co allsslon on
thw Oulavuage snd Mot ction of Haborle “onumesby vbae, d& (ing on, DO
& i) For trensaission theowh clwons@l) to b Advisor on konwents
,I. and fdne Arts, Civil ACfaive Druanch, War Urfice, Lalfone.
13 : . &
h} Fowr cpploew f'or tha Qlvil Affairs aining Center,
L dnrlvenhum, Nng. I reoeived in tins these can U ippatoned Ly an
i o't ioeyt Teaving thig Hye for that theatoss.

@) One ouyy for dls.atan to the Mited Civil Arfa rs “rangh
! Bhd 3L ddls Bust Furcds.




Tk,

r:‘ 1

| . l".
Peclassified E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No. E 8 5 C , 7
3 2 . S, .ﬂmmmnm“ld-;“"ﬂ:"'

1] . 2
- g - }

De Tt i felt that the detailed sxemumblon Siven o the
puport and b evidenoe sre aufficlent to Jus LRy Lo tbove dostrioabion
of pine complete coples Lesp te e bulk of puper involveds

e Should an ample #apply of coplos, artiowarly ol e Report,
. Vi svall.ble, the Saboodt aaton feels Lhat 1n view of the L oortance
of ite conbunbs and recoi adetions srd the faot that it 1y olusuified
only ns Meont'idential” sarther d4sbribubion night woll be dede to the
varioas Schoole of Militavy Lioverguent fnd Civil A ‘Teirs Trwdning
Centors in the U and i tedine. Cuyiuﬁ should dlso Le clroulabod, at
laust for Lempordlrly -xXafaind blon, waong Lhe verious Oifdecera uf" the
Suibcoanisaion in the Reirions. The 8ibou inisslon aould profitable digpou
of at lesst 12 copies o' thu Hiport alunee.

- In aion, Xeme LT L8 Lo aested Lhot 4 e annpd T AL T
] 4 L Jy L]
there be seonred Tor tie B poomnisslon

9 Gl:l-l.'lﬂﬂ of the Hooort erdd LA ecorn af' v ittioe
/12 Copies of the Report alone.

/

/ :{ f'{ e 3y bR TN TSl L
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Directors
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& HEADQUARTERS PKBR/njd
ALLIED CONTROL COMMISSION
APO 39
Subcommission Monuments Fine Arts end Archives
o In reply refer to: 21 February 194L.

20901 /MFAA

SUBJECT: ATHG Commission of Enquiry on Requisitiohed Monuments.
T0 : Exeocutive Cormissioner.

l. The Director has been informed by Major General
Collier, who was president of the Commission of Enquiry
on Requlsitioned Bulldings in the Naples area, that the
Commission has rendered its report to ATHG, and that a
copy of the report was sent to Major T. Sizer, who represent-
ed the Monuments Fine Arts and Arcihives Subcommission of
AGC on the Commission of Enquiry.

.- 2. Major Sizer has left for another theatre, and i
apparently his copy of the report has been forwerded to
him,

3. Thls Subcommiesion thus has no oopy of that re=-
port for its file. May application be made please to
AFHQ for a copy of this report to replace thut sent to

Ma jor Sizer.
Bl e

P.K. BATLLIE REYNOLDS
Major, R.A.
Director
Copy to:
CSO Adm. Section
118 31
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