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ROME ALLIED AREA COMMANLD
AL/ 3&
13 August 1944
|4 ‘i!|
/
i [y
Headquarters, |

ﬁiﬂ'-{:l - : |

The attached memorancdwn from His lajesty's Minlster

to the Vatlican fnrwufdiug a petition from the Mayor of Bublaco

is forwarded for your attention.

Ll ; m -

O A A. LOW
/{‘}: 3 WA Hrigﬂdi:a-r

- Incl
Memoreandum
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SURTECT 1t~ Ccivilian Population - SURTACO, HQ AAL.
i - S e et b e S i =S o e o GHF-
2030/52/Q2
/ 6 Aug Ll
# " U S~ 7)o
HQ N 0 AUG Recd
Allied Control Commlasion. |
1. The attached corresporrlencoe rolating to the

poaition of the clvilian p?pulu'bion at SUBIACO has been
recoived from the Chargo d' afraires of the United States
of Amorica to the Holy Seo.

2, Will you please investigoto this position and
veply to the Charge a' Affaires with a copy to this Q.

_ 1kdor Gnnm"-':‘&t.
Chief Admi phyative Offlcer.

Copy to - Chargd 4'Affaires of the United States of America
to the Hely Soe.
c.G. Roms Allied Aroca Comnmard .
(Your leotter V/40 dated 1 August 4h) .

Godi "
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HOLEU ATLIKD A il CORMAND
i'n.lF‘l [-’o I 'I??fi" ‘.J’-I::JI- Ji-‘ﬂ'l:}r

Hid =t -=uh
V/40 Augunt 194
subJeet: Need fop I'ood, shelter nna elothiug dut Subiacg,
To v Comnending Conernl, Allded Aiies in ltaly,
.f‘i.P-U-r, ???, U‘t:..rf l.l'I“]}"n
1

Ancencloging copy of

lettar received fron tlie
aAllerionn Chargeo d'arrﬂirrn, togetiter vith a cory of the
HOote "Verbalnt I'rom the Vatloean and a Lranslation of the
"EFromemorlav rel'erred to.

2¢ Gan I be Furmished

ith the infoimmtion Hecaspary
I for a reply to Mi, TltLJmﬂhF

HARRY H, 770 % o
M jor General; U.&. Army ,
Uonimend {ng
J lnels,
Inel, l--¢omp
incl,
Inel,

of leltor fro

Alierionn Uharpe
#=-Copy of note "Werhal

t)“‘.

3-—--{.:,,‘- BPY. m] "1‘.{‘”!-1'.‘.-;: rinH . ‘5& ""("‘
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To 1t

Hbj ih'::-‘. tIul:J :.L:',_ 1;"“!

T

o ol |
= 4
|

-l T Wi |
wHcomparill,

T - PP em— —— | S R R TS AR S TR .

g LI e
Lidg Of
8 [Holy See

dluerica

)
Home,

Q- Gajor Heneral lHavey H, Jehaso:

AL Ry - T0)Ne P LEL,

‘tervenss &
and bewn of Cublaco, braoga
tile Nayor of Snblaco
uatien  thare

~ a4

18 ki as Lre)

gl clothing. The alatenents nade 1n the melo—
raadum have begn confirmed to the ol L
il b | pl.'... - " £y 1 i 1. i
e Uishop of Dubiapgo, who states th o Lt, Col,
De Gabton lmthe offioer rag onoible in thi:

aroa,
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Fyom the Vabticsn, July £214,

The oecretariate ol Stab ]
couplliments to the Chared adrAffairen of tha Undtad o tates ol
Anerice to the Hol e and vaguepts the hind aud vl able
gervices of the latter in transmitling o Ghe conipetent Al-
Tied anthorities the enclosed copy 0L & HMEMOTALLUL cumin
fron the Meyvor of fubiace, undersigaed alpo by the Avchpriest

of. the Lovw.

3

Pha menorandu describes Lhe serious altuati gl the
town and the people especlially as 1o ghelter, food, sid clo-
Elhine.

e Seoretariate of ctute hay tlego recelved o lethtex
Prom the Bishop of Sublace, ecoiiliuning the oune statements
of 4le Magor cud polntiug out Lieutenant Colonel le Gaston
ag peroonully repponsivle in this acca,

"

Mhe Becréterdiat of State Tully awara of ‘the preseint
war difficultlies, requests however & special conaideration
for thig wrgent case and tuges the octaslon to ronew to the

Chaveé d'Affaires of the lnited States ol America iles Bxpreg-
glon ol hirh eatecn,

My, Harold Y. Tittmain
Chaprré d'Affaireas of the HUuited o tutoy
of Amerioca to the Holy bee.

(with enclosure)

oy
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TRANGLAT LON

MEMORANDON OR THE CONDITIONS OF SUBIACO AFTHR T DOMDARDMENTS
RO ','3 A To 5 JURE lg"*":'

tmtil the 21 ¥ay 1944 Sublaco had been a real oasia ol peuot
n the raging of war., lo alarmsg, no bombardmeats, no military
svents of any importance, The sufferinge of Subilaco were limlted
to those intimabe ones due to the painfil situaltion ln whlceh 1t
found itsell vecunse of btle German dondination, and even nore, alter
Lhe firet days of March, because of the prescnce of (he republican
troops who were for us the cause of so many troubley cul: .}.uLsLl.u__-, in
the trasic murder, towards bthe end of Huy, of younzg Giunlio Valente,
son of Auntonio, because he atternpted to ,-r_al; away Ifrom the gearch
pavty .

We were, however, nob able to escape the dire exigencies of
wiir. On 21 May there was ‘the firat bombardment by fighter planes,
onbslde the centre of habitation, which wage aiming to hit the bridge
of Hapone and &.Wauro, end upset the commanications. There was oLl Y
one vietim., Op bthe 23rd & second bonbardment hit the lonmstery of
3. vcoleastica g well aup varloup points on the provincial rodd. The
chorister Antonio Pelliocia, son of Brminio, & third year studeunt of
the high scholl, was buried under Lhe mius,

=

These two bombardments were providentlul warnings for bhe
popnlation whe dll Lumedlately evacuated the centre of havltatlion
and secattered themselves in bne houses wnd huts over the countrysilde.

oOn the evening of the 2%th, at 10,45, the first heavy bomburd-
ment by 36 flving fortbtresses took plece,; which badly hit a corner
of the Seninary of Plus VI and the Cathedral Churcl, destroying the
presbitery, the suecricly, and bréaking open the pavement in two pla-
cen, A pert of the Creupl peper-will was destroyed as well as other
houtes in the low part ol the city. Various bouwbs, which fell in the
gitchun—:ardeus and on the hills along the Via delle Pila, across 1
the river, cmuged 12 victlms, wharems there were only 4 killed in
habitation centre. 1he wounded, which were nome ol bhem seriocug num-
pered 35,

his first bombardment was followed by 4 other iwuv_' 0;1&:" car-—
rieéd out by a btotal of 120 flping fortresssas, aud 3 by 4,} J’LLI‘
planes, all 1an the gouce of 10 days, On Mey 3UTh there wu: 48
tinuous bowbardment of the provianciel raad some few kilome i.rt;m wlL
of the villaze, which lasted For aveut 13 conpeculive hours and
deatroyed pbout 300 motox velielea: net to mention the strafings
uind the servplaue carion 'l'.'i,.r":i.;;;_;u of the pneightbourived which fTollowed

upon each other wilh axtiacvdinary freguenay. The Calhodial was
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again hit in ulisge bomberdments; the cenlral dpve iy the only

part that remnsins atanding. Also tue churches of Purgatory, ol St.
Feters, of Ht, Anthony, and the one belonging tp the benedictine
awis bogether with the artistic belfry of the 15th century aad the
adjoianing convent, WwWere badly damaged. The Crespi papes mill wan
complately dsatroyed; the grenber pert of the old houses were ollher
degtroyed or seriously CumBged.

As & onlniunating misfortune, Uhe LErman wreckers destroyed the
bridee of . Mauro with wings yaiore thedir flight,; and the bulldings
in the Via Cadorma which one conld have celled the heart of Subiaco
beoduse the town hall, the Baunis, the Tow Court, tlhie Replstry office,
vhe Tax 0ftice, the Poat Office and the best caffesn and shops were
gituated thero,

parine the last days the ne thodical rensaclking of Subiaco was
cureied ont vy the Gepmans vad Lhe qeoublican droops, who have ledt
i ilmpression of 1pnominy Auon 118, and anfortunately LY mEny civi-
1igeis whe cane also from neapby villugies o 00D,

e S S ——

All tlle houges have Leen vigited by these jackalls wio lave )
completely rulpned the town. oubliacoe has in this wal auffered nore (
maberisl war dansge in 15 deys phan almost any other ceutre of the

province of LRome and probably ol the Lazio. It ic a miracle ol I'©O

videiice 1f the danage %0 perions LAS bevn so suell.

mhus we: linve had aluoat three quarters ol the Tiving aasetels
deglroved oy damaged aad almoept T.000 peirsonsg (of the 10,000 inhabi-
tpats) withont a roof, The drains al'e levastated, the aequeduct 18
damazcd., The situablon is conoequently disastirons.

It is to be noted that the inhabitante, altached to Tthelir niw
tive goil, all rewained in tho territory of publuco. Mia lew ran-
aining houses wre unvecognislbly duunged. Tt can be said thet iu
the majority of casss thore iy one fawmily per room, Nany have DbEE
, forced o remiin ln Ghe 1ittle counbrr houses, he LaAVE geveral Tanl-

1iea witlh 411 porsous who otill slaep in hute o in srotbtos and
gome even in the open,

the foud sltunation 18 dipastrons, Uwing Lo the dlfficulty of
tragsport 'wa have not evedn had the miniman amovait of flouw alloted
for June. We reyuined sevaral Aare without anyihing. Tne angiety
of so wsny fTamilics worn by the znowing of hungor L j.;:al-.n-Jc';éi;i'«.@.H.

it is olear thmt It his ot beon possible to glve supplineats elilier
i to worlmen, or expecting and fpeding mothera; oxr to the alck, not
ko nention the other. Only during pne firet duyas did g 1ittle pow=—=
dJered wid condenced milk, efc. arrive. But the quantity wap insuli¢
clent for the needs of thu popnlation, Mhe workmen ars aob able to
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worlt with eneriy; maay children are doclinilng allarmingly. AL the
welfars Comndtee and at the Town Hall 11 is one contbinual Birasm
of WMothers saking for food for thier children. The approach of the
harvest will remove the spectre of huuger ITromn part of the popula-
tion Cfov goke time, but it is not like whe obher rears Lecaude
$lie wan end especially the German troops have devastated a0 mmch
of oul* couwntry.

S —

prom the hrglenie point of wiew 1¢ 18 even wolde, 'he eivil
hogpital, robed of evervthing is left without medicinals, without
natrecaes, without linen, withoud food eupplies., The chemlels are
without 11.'.Hc1.'t_u_‘l.:.1@u. The draining syuetem is ruined. The insunficlenc
of water in some zmonoes and Ehie o A omeration of the population la
p menace to the haealth of the masses which, thunk Mod, 1s a8%1il]
failrly good.

As to clothiing, noarly all the homélens huve eilbher recleved
dauace from the bombvurdments oy beli robod by the jrok ]l. < lihom=
' gunnds of people are completely deprived of pavsoisl linen i

hongelhold CroCkery.

£ thig zltuation ig nob eltersd {4 will bécome frightiul with
the approach of autumy aud wioter. Mroush the kind interest oL Lhe
Americuan ded Crose it is hoyed to be uble to maelce & distribution ol
clotlies falrly socil.

e poverty of many fuwilies wh joh wes already conslderable in
our zong, has become extrens. Moel of the workmen are employed on
cleardice and salvage work. but Lln;.- oy, which leo 50 lirve a day
for the majority of labourexs, g ineuwficient in comparison to the
cont of livings and bLecomes derlpory whein one thinks of thie great
nrgeace Lhet nearly all have of obbaining necesgary clothes unad
lodplng. There is o lelige muubei O Tamilies, aboul 200, in which
bhove 18 no unen able (o wortic and whioh are therefore piaing in ni-

oery ;;t‘tl}'lr:'. with l-'lliih.'i,ﬂ'i].l...-' L v charity oL whe 1o g O
the faithfil.

It 49 ecaygr to fnagine Low menecing the rellzious, poral, eilue
cational, morsl, social, pold bleal wand hfglenlce gonsennencer Od o
thie aituation will be, Huince thie necessity for &ll ine i'u:t]'_,ﬁ.fiﬂa_'!‘"
Lle conterns to fdck the terrible problems Lo slleviale Gne Tor-
tures of pieple naéxpsotedly ac aorely brled.
I ow thut bthe means of transport are reopening it ls urgent Los
i 1)  Bperd up The pendlng ol foodstulls, anob only Lo ensure Lo mi-

h ndmm qnantiby esteblighed by Lhe ration cards, bul augmentlilsg i.L;,
Ff ay Hig been dond Rlsewhereg, i garant peine the necessary supllnoi-
A ~

i ta b6 workmey, expacting and feollny wotheys, ajpd ill persciia. rok
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tostbimigerable, especinll Lo 'make Glha'e ol ivin ! . |

sarnonrished ehildren a4 more abuidunt nowviphment witll olhey
pod that suppliments the Jesek of Tlhour .y Saccasad -1l vl &t lanat
mindon part of oll: &id 8816 whlch are cony lLetaly migaing in

nave said that there ave thoupauds —cerbdalnly nuout 40¢- vepeclal-
4 1 i } - . | 1 i ’ , » ' i
1y in view ol Lthg aunitilin colo end texin i:lto Account the | a1t 0

and .m;.--‘l provlen of tne de ficlency of space end veils.
3) qulp the hospitel and repeir the drainso, lTurnipb me Lleines

agd digin: goetants.
1) send subsidies to alleviate Che povaeriy ol many Wwad Hove Lob

the posesibllity ol workiug.

5) Espeeluall;

the wiater a

' benporary < ¥
Jommiie, which lowever is 1 a€ed OX COpLe e JlUlULL, cl
saneial lwelp, because 1t is alao reduccd to e plild 11 state,

bo make it possible to have sallicleént Lodyings 10T
ther by repairving the dameged r.:.\f-.;:!.:F in @ or by building

g i L § l ¢ % | O 1 1
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e houslAg problewr bescumes eve are speriounn 1L one comnsidern
thal the scarsity of lodgings hag oblidged ua to vecapy the comunal

1
and hiph mchools, the convents aad the Jejninary ol Ping VI uged as

A poarding gehool. It will dotnrally ue indispensable T Lhe sl
yuildinzs ve oleared in October aad put in ovder Tor the recpenln

of the nechos
J 8 g ':,-'.-u
; chiltiren 1t
Tinsneial means will be reunired Yo completa tlie buildiag asd sgui-
ped with didectic subsldies, and & supply OLf L00H Bl pediciues 1’
the sealtary svteation  of the childven.
7) 0 Heverdl of tha incoavenlences mentioned wo | at least be di-
mintehed if the roais wore inuediately aud conpletely repalred and
thie bridere of S.Manle putin orfer fox (he resuwuing ol comunications

shisicul, moral aud religionp education ol wube gl l
L& ildiuiau.mmu"{. bo open a kindergarton congldarable

W : e o 2 ¥ l't:-' K ..;..."l 1ILEL o
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§i] ife hope thet this disastrous situbblon ol Qurr Lublaoo 1-:.:. d

i3] tha generons coapreheagion of all the authorities, We iow thad
Myvoli and other contres bhel Mave not htd suel serious material
domsge as Sublacoe, have received apundaunt and fnmedliate Hely, We
wenld Tike & be sure tuat now tuet the roads are becomiay possiule
fubieco will &leo hiave it iu & mesesure proportienaed to Lle very
perlonp neccesitlien.,

Subiaco 4-duly 1944. wilgued: the Magowr, A, paldepsaring.
thie Archpricset of the Durish o1 3t . Andicew,
el:inature 1llezibile.
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