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SURJTCT: Removal of Materinl from Italian Motor Park
TO t Dicplaced Popsons and Repatriation Sub-Comdssion

- 7-1.1
|'l'-__ |

"N\ 1+ Reference is made to your DFR/S/A of 24 November 1%k, and to
our 91/75T of 6 Novenber 1944, subjocts as above,

NORMAT B, PISKE,
Deputy Ohief of Staff

Oogy to: land Poroes 5/0 (MM1A)
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Subject:; Hemoval of Materisl from itellsn Army NMotor Park

Tl B cmecmmel s ewm——y c— ne— — T ol e e - e—

Land [Porcos
Sub Commission, AC (MMIA)
Home J

AQ/5 /

| ‘?_“ Jenuary 1945 il

To : Ueputy Chlef of Staff, ’_"____,.—-—-"'
Eatabllisghment Sectlon,
Allied Commlssion.
o
Ref your 92/54/LST of 25 November 1944
replying to our AQ/5 of 1 November 1944
1. Upon readlng the statement furnlshed by ¥Ma]or Phelps

regardlng thls mattsr Iln wnich MajJor Phelps states tnst only

o rims were removed from the Itallan motor park and that no re=-
celpt was glven, the Itallen War Minlstry was requested to ax-
plain Just why they had advised thls Headquarters that Major
Fhelps hed removed 17 rlms snd produced a written demand, or
recelpt, for the 1% rlma. It is slso noted that the statement
of MajJor Phelps differs In a number of other aspects wilth the
report made by the Lltsllian War Minlstry on whlch our orlgzlnal
communicatlion was based.

2. The ltallan War Minlstry hes answered our communlcatlon
and furnished us wilth a copy of the written demand of Major
Fhelps for the 17 rims Iln guestion. This written demand of
Major Phelps wes used as a recelpt for the 17 rims. It appears,
however, that 5 rlms were selected at one time by Major Phelps
end hils clvillan mechanie, and that on the next day the clvilian
mechanle returnsd and secured the balsance of the rims for which
Ma Jor Phelps had given hls receipt. Tinls ils entirely contrary

to the statement made by Major Phelps thet only 5 rims were taken

by him or wlth hls knowledge by any employse. Aleo the 12 rims
were returned to the park after the matter had been reported by
the War Minlastry.

o . It thersfore asppears that Major Phelps maede llttle or no
investligatlon of the entire matter prlor to the time he wrote
his report and had left his recelipt with the park for 17 rims.
Major Phelps has simply relled on denying the truth of the re=
port made by the [tallans, whereas the Itallens hesve the docu-
ments to prove that lMajor Fhelps mede a demand for and recelvad
17 rims, and also changed the Allied notlce which wsas poasted on
this depot. It 1s difficult to belleve that an Allied offlcer
would glve a receipt for 17 rlae and only teke 5 and not change

the recelpt. 5856
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4. This letter 1a wrltten in order to get the record
stralght. Every effort 1s belng made to insure that reports
from the Italians are sccurate, and it l=s rather embarrassing
when thelr report 1s questioned on the basls of the statement
of an Allied officer which statement of the Allied offlcer ls
later shown by the Ltallans to be incorrect, obviously 80 only

to justify his i1llegal actliom.

= T—

CLAYTONK P. KERK, Colonel
for Malor General
Lend Forces

CPK/1lak Sub Commisslon, AC (IMIA)

1 Incl: Recelpt for 17 Rlms

3 JEF
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The followling parts are required for the uss
of A.C.C. for malntaining and operatling the

Itallen Vehlcles asalgned to it.

D sssessntilaces ( Wheels ) per Flat IIO0
B aisntaivain 0 i per Lanclas Augustsa
P sesasee " " par Lencia hpriliﬂ
B sewivse N . per Fiat I500

3lgned by Charlea Phelps
IETE.JDI' l:lf A-G-EI




Bubjecti Jepoval of Material from Itelian Army Jiotog Park

Lend FPorces
Sub Comaission, AC (MMTA)

Romo
A /5

AQ Jhowaxy A5

Rrtablishment Jaotion,
Alied Comiission,

Ref your 92/5, /837 of 25 Hovember 194
replying to our AJ/5 of 1 November 194

ls Upon reading the ntatememt furnished by Yajor Fhelps regardin: this
matter in whioh Major Fhalps states that only 5 rims were removod fron the
Itallan mofor park and that no rooceipt was given, the Italian War Ministyy
was romuested to explain just wiy they had advised this Beadquurters that
Major Fhelpa hod ramoved 17 rims and produced a written deand, or roceipt,
for the 17 rims, It 15 aleo notod that the statemsnt of Major Phelps differs
in & mmber of other aspects with the raport wade by the Italian War Ministry

on vhich our original cammnication was based,

2¢ The Itallan var Ministry has answered our comminication and furnished
us with a copy of the written demand of Major Phelps for the 17 rima in
meestiony, This written demand of Major Fhelps vas used as a racoipt for
the 17 rims, It appears, however, that 5 rims were sclected at one time
tﬂ'hhjwmnaanﬂhhaivﬂmm. and that on the next day the
oivilian mechanio roturned and secured the balance of the rime for which

It theref'ore appoars that Major
of the entire matter rrior to the ¢
his yeoceipt with the park for 17 rime,
on denying the truth of the repor
Italians have the doouments to
and recedved 17 rims, and also
on this depot, It 4is Aiffiocult to
give a rocelipt for 17 rims and

he This letter is written in order to get reoord straight
effort is being made to insure that reports from the

and 1t is rather embarrassing when their report is

of the statement of an Allied officer whish ata
hhﬂnhmbythnltﬂhmtnhm.

his {llegal action,

OPE/lak
1 Inols Reocelpt for 17 rims
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for maintaining and operating the Italian Whicles
angigned to it,

g I-lliiliﬂ:ﬂ_ ('ﬁluu. ].-IJ per Plat 1100
ITT YY) w IIIHH.I. m
2 l:i:ll:i x - pexr lanoia Borilia
5 ssestses " — per Flat 15060
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HEADQUARTENS ALLIED ORSLISSION =~

{
ATO 59 t
SR TR it (AL

92/54, /ST erﬁ::.;
Subjectt Remonl of Mhtorial from Italian Motor Fark
To ¢ Land Forces 8/0 - (1)

d. Rofarence your i/ of 1 loverdor, >
e Altention is Liwited to attuchad ewrrespondence,

WOIAR B, Mrome, 5351
Chl.onel
Doputy Clilef of Stueye
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HAADUARTERS ALLIED COMMISSION
AP0 5K,
DISFLACED FERGONS AMND REPATRIATTON SUB~CCEMISSION

DPR/5 /3 | Tel. 5890 Fxt 434 2 loverber 194

SUBJ:CT: Renoval of Material from Italian liotor Fark
TO s DEatablishment Section

1, Ref your S91/HST dnted 6 Movember 190, Attached pleaze find
report from Hajor Phelps for your information,

2e¢ It will be noted that ewuipment has been returned,
For the Director:

K.C. TROWH
W Jor

0. i/e ADM 535 ()

couy to C.lA., Section
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I've questioned this driver, R:ru-.-:il
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17 HNovember$l9l

0n the 1lth day of October 1944 I was instructed by IFC WALTIR T,
rRAMONTIN (A) 32208809 to return filve (5) tire ri.s to the salvage dump
of the Italian Royal Army at Lepagne,

I certify that I did eactly what I vas told and returned these rima,
As nothing had been siygned for these rins I did not receive any receipt for
turninz them in,

e ————— ¢ e T — T e B o

Rossi Prancesco, lecce,
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subjaects Hemoval of laterlal from ltellan Aymy Motor Park

e - ram = el

Land rorces

Sub Commission, AC (MMIA)
Rome
ﬁflfu’ 5

November 1944

Hq, AC

Copy to AFHY, G-4 Sectlon for Col Libby ) =
4

i 4 lio reply has besn recsived to our latter AR/5 of 1
November, sub)ect as sbovs, SR S i === g

2 Hequasat reply.

--'I L "I —

CLAYTON P. KERR, Colonel
for Major Cesneral

Land Forces
Sub Commisaion, AC (MMIA)
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HEADTUANTERS ALLIED OOSOSSTON
APO 394
ESTARLISHENT SROTION

92/EST

Subjeots Removal of Materilal fyom Italian Amgy Motor Parle

To 1 Iond Poroes Sub-Oomdssion, AD (10TXA)

1, ﬁ#ﬁmﬁﬁﬂn1&11mﬂﬂlﬂiﬁlﬂbhuﬁmﬂlmnﬂ’ﬂfllﬁhlj1ﬂﬂllﬂﬂuﬂﬁhﬁgl 4

46]hruﬂmwttnﬂur:xnurti'whhﬂ:ihu:x:rmqumﬂauulindhuul1d¢hammr

of 1 Hov vas tpanmnitted,
2s Mo dote no reply has been receivod Ly this of'fios,

Jo A romindny will zo forwrd to 04 Seotion shortlys
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Subject: femovel of Vaterlel from Itellan army hiq_t;_g:‘f_i‘srk. i

Lend Forces

Sub Commiseion, AC (MMIA)
Homa

AQ/S
| ' lovember 1944

To

L]

,>

1. No reply has been receilved to our letter AQ/S of 1 Novem-
ber, subject as above.

Copy to AFHGQ, G-4 Section for Col Lithllfff

2e Hequest reply.

o s e A

- CLAYTON P. KEHR, Colonal
for Mejor General |
Lend Forces
CPK/1ak Sub Commisslon, AC (MMIA)



ISADVUART 7S ALLISD O 2438T(at

APO 394,
ETYMALITET STN L

6 Noverber 194 /"i'"

ubjects Nemownl of Mhterial from Malian Amy Motor "“aplk

s \ twgn.m”ﬁm;

ie Attention is irwited ¢0 coplee of atinahed nuryespondence,

e Tho ouipment mentioned in basle oamunioations will be returned
to the Jtolisn Amy lMotoy Fpk without delay, and this office informed by
indorsowent hopoon,

s [y vhal mithority the vithdramal of this property wa made
from the aliam jAgwy ‘ozl
by Om whad date and ty vhom this emismet is poturned,
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CPK/1ak

1 Incl: <BEARTERy
- Trenslation of Ministry of War . f) P -

# N
- e = b ]

i A

§ | EﬁE‘T’ SE ¢
. | 21/

oub ject Removul of Materlsl from ltallan Army dotor Uark.

e _———— R e aew T B e - e S

‘,.d1-

Lagd forces

Sub’ Commisalon, AC (MMIA) f-“__,,

H ene
41{1/’5
hovember 1944

To :  Hg, ACC <"

Lopy to: AFHQ, G-4 Sectlon fop Lt. Col Libby.

| invit ing attentlon to copy of tranaletlon of letter from
the %Yinlster for War which has relerence to the removal by Maior
Cherles rhelps of the Displaced Persons Sub Commisslon, of 17
wheels from the Itallan Army motor park at Mesagne.

2 in esccordance with the instructlions published by ArHY,

all italian Army properby was reserved for use of the Italian
Army except In those cases where use of the property la glven

to Allled sgencles. A poster has been placed on all +tallen
Army depots advlsing Allied perasonnel that entry into such depots
(or removal of materiel therelrom without authorization 18 not
permitted, Authorizamtions are issued by MMIA on AFHQ guthorlty.

3 e o authorlty had been lssued for the removal of thls ma-
terlel by Mejor Phelps, and tne ltallean officer who flnelly ac-

ceeded to Maejor Phelpa arbltrery demands hss been punlshed by
elght-days arrest.

4. it 1s requested that the 17 wheels removed by Ma jor
Fhelps be returned by him to the itellsn Army park at Mesagne
and that all officers be informed that Lltelian Army property 1is

reserved [or the use of the itallan Army unless otherwilse di-
rected by AriQ.

S Please advise when the 17 wheels have been returned 1in
order that the Ltalian Army stock states may be corrected.

= '-.._""'1..;"'-{

CLAYTON P, KERK, Colonel
for Major Gensral

Land forces

Sub Commission, AC (MMIA)

T

\

; 2 NN wﬁﬁﬁﬂiﬂ*

55"'-.,,_____ A.... c- G___:.'-""

- S -

letter to MMIA dategd et Oct 44,

/

o

o |

"

" mj.-&.‘-—q:.m't—h- I‘—_\_.-._"_'._ 'l-—l—-—l'-‘_h-'i—-u—l-
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SR - oF S
! g Coph of Trenslation
“ - ‘MINISTER FOR WAR
Ref. 21015/2% 26 October 13544
TOs MMIA /

SUBJECT 3 vrawlng of Autornoblle meterlel et Vehlele Fark iﬂﬂ"f
at esarne.

The director of the vehicle park at Mesesi'ne has Informed
us thet on the 10 October an Amerlican Army officer, ldentifyling
himself a3 Majlor Charlesa Phelps of A.C.C. at the venhlcle park,
reguested the lmmediate lssue of 17 wheele of various sizes,

Lo be placed on ltellen-made vehleles operating for Allled units,

Since the offlcer had no authorizatlon whatsoever for
tue wlthdrawsl, the park personnel stanted that the requast could
not be honored excepl upon presentation of & wrltten document

from MMIA, conforming with past directlves, regarding materiel
In 4tellen warehouses and depots.

A8 the offllcer, who was snown, furthermore, the bllinwual
panphlet concerning entry of Alliled personnel lnto ltallen Army
depots, kept on Inalsting on the lssue of the meterlel, drawling
up an 1lssulng order himself, the park director finallv 'l 11led
the request for reasona of convenlsrce.

Wwhlle this Minlstry has taken dlsclplinary steps apgalnst
the park alrector \elght-days' arrest), according to repulutions
agreed upon with MMIA for the dlselpline of ltallan depota, we
belleve 1t to be our duty to inform you of the regrettable affalr

80 that the above regulations are also chserved by the Allled
officera.

The materlsl lssued conslsted of the followling:

> wheels for Piat 1100

o wheels for viat 1500

@ wWheels for Lancla "Augusta®

< wheels for Lencle "Aprilia™ |

'SE IINDERSECRETARY OF STATE
(G. B. Oxilia)

/s/ G. Oxilia
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