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HEADJUARTERD,
REGION 3, ALLIED CONTHOL COMMISZION,
A/56 APDO 394, U.3, Army.
JUBJECT: Irrigation. 13 April, 1944,

TO ! FiB.3.

Via A.C.C. Lialson.

T.,U.C., Raples FTrovince intforms me that they
have approved 1153 applicutions for electric power for pumps
for irrigation purposes. Fart or thess lie in 57 Dase Area
and part in the P.B.5, area, but tne P.L.35. have replied that
they are unable to authorise the necesasary power until tne
Chief Surgeon is satistfled that its uge will not increase the
risks from malaria,

The Agricultural Department of Reglon J ia very
interested in draining all the flooded country on the Western
meaboprd, and owing to the destruction of the pumps and lack
of electri¢ power there 18 grave danger trom malarias in this
area, but all the land to be 1rrigated lies well away to the
Sugt and here the country is so dry and the cultivation is so
intense that the tarmers themselves are accustomed to use
water as spuringly as possible on the grounds of scarclty of
water and expense ot power. Hence, there is little danger
0f pools being leift about as potential mosquito-breeding
grounds.

A great part of the area to ve irrigated lies on the
Iringe of the Vesuvius eruption "dust bowl", where literally
thousands of tons of cropa nave been deatroyed and here I am
afrald that irrigation water will drain awey too rapidly for
Succesaful crop production., All the same I consider that an

attempt must Le gade, 48 the farumers in the Province are

very worried as to whether they are to be supplied with power :
il

1" not. ;

Ihe Public Health Department of this Region have been |
consulted and 1t 18 their opinion that there is no danger from
malaria through use of irrigation water, |

By order of Lieutenant Colonel POLETTI,
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