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FIRST INTERIM REPDRT
of the '
PUBLIC OPINICN SURVEY SECTION OF P.W.B. IN SICILY.
INDEX OF CONTENTS
With Summary of Prineiple Findings |
T ~2ge
A. Confidence in public officials. . . . 1

About one~half of all informants did not uns,er this
question: some seven percent definitely refused,

Food administrators hold the least degree of public
confidence, followed by the Questuri und Carabinierd,

F. oSuggestions for improving officlaldom. . . . 2

I i ETSE] o e e . N B WELE. o—

Any steps that would develop greater honesty and com-
petence amongst the non-fascist officials vonld help to
build confidence,

C. The food situation. . « . 2

An average family of 4,7 persons gets just over hulf
of their alleged bread needs during one week.

No macaroni, flour, 0il or sugar huad been secured from
official sources during the week sampled,

Two-thirds of the bread bought had been obtained from
the black mirket.

D. Suggestions for improving the food situation. . . . 4

Folice aetion should be tightened up, and sentenceg on
offenders should be more severe.

F. Shelter and clothing needs, . . . 4

An average family din Palermo has 3, 3 rooms in which to
live. Evecuwition of bomb-damaged houses does not seem to
have caused much over-crowdine, since there is an increase
of only 8, in the averuge of persons per houschold,

OF people interviewed, more than tio persong in an avepr-
ngo family do not possess a serviceable overcoat, sult orxr
dress, or Wwarm underclothes, wore than thee persons have
no serviceable piair of sloes.

e Ixtent of public's information on_government Decrees, ., 5

Newepupers are the most effective ehunnel by whieh to
disseminate povernment Iecrees.,
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The folloving is a summary of the preliminary findings
from the first four hundred intervievs made in Imlermo. A
random geographic sample was used, selected by visiting every
Tifth house In every street.,

A. Confidence in public officials,

T — TS S —

The alm of the guestions was to try and ascertain

P e —

the degree of people's confidence in the existing local
Italian officials.

The findings indiecute that the food administrators hold
the least degree of public confidence, with the Questura and
carabinieri next In order of unpopularity. I'refects and
Finance officers enjoy a greater measure of public confidence,
but at best the confidence expressed was very lov, not riging:
beyond a quarter of the people polled,

About fifty percent of the informants, who replied te
the other guestions In both Schedules A and B, either refused
to answer these questions about publie officials, or professed
to hive no ideas on the subject. This would seem to be &
commentary on the extent fto which people, decustomed to offieciul
restraint, noy feel free to voice their polidgical views.

Nevertheless, in the second sample o two hWundrad people,
wnen publiecity on the survey had reduced digtrust and inspired
greater freedom of reply, the proportion of refusils was
reduced by half (from 15% to 7%). The full significance of
this decretge in the percentage of refusils will onlv become
evident with later surveys vhen any increase of the promised
demoeratic freedom muay well be refleectod by an inereange 1n the
nunmber of people willing to reply to questions of this kind.

Eummuzi of sbiutlistical findings.

NOTE: The complementary percentuse in eideh row represents
the peraons who expresgsed partianl confidence, plus the
persons vho el ther refugsed to ansver aor hiad no idess.
Fercent ol people expregsing

fublic officials Confidence No confidence
Minance officers 2 Fn 145
Frefects 2550 210
hunieipio 2 Oyo 2 b
Carabinierd 225k 3 5
duestnri 145 4 O
Food administrators G 54%
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B. Suggestions for improving officialdom.

| — ———— Y ™

The aim of the oueslions wius to try and ascertuin
what medasures the public themselves considered should bLe
taken to improve the local Italian administrotion.

Of all the people polled, two-thirds produced ideas
on thies subject, Of these, nearly half voted for more
honest officials, with the displacement of fascist officinls
still in office and a desire for more competent officiuls
followving next in order,

There wias no marked demand for an inerease in Allied
militury contreoly in fact the votes in Tavour of greater
Allied milithary control were considerably less than thosze
favouring other susgestions,

In sum, the problem of improving local administrstion
wAags popularly helieved to lie in whatever steps would develop
greater honesty and competence among the non-faseist officials.

W D0 T e o e e | (8

summary of statisfical findings,

hendt S AL ; e i o s e T i )
suggestions made By percent of people
cecure more honest officials 4.4%
Digplace fascist officialg 3 5
Secure more competent officinls A0
wecure Allied military officials 16%
Secure A different set of officluls 9
Declined +to answer 6%
No idens 2 67

oy Y e i e | m— e ——— - —— L

C. The food situntion.

The aim of these questions was to try and discover
1) the amount of food alleged to be necessary in a family
for one week; 2) the actual amounts purchased; 3) the
proportions of purchidses made on the offieial and bluack
markets; 4) the prices paid in énch Soureco,

The snalysis of replies to these guestions is n complex
one since as many ag tienty-four articles of food and fuel
were investigated,

The chief Ffinding concerned bread.

FYersons intervievwed agserted that their families,
averaging 4.7 to each fuamily, need an average of 11 kilos of
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bread & week, 6.8 kilos were said to have been purchased

during the week sampled, which 1is 62% of a family's estimate
of its normal bread consumptiorn.

The alleged normal consumption of macaronl wWas Very
mich curtailed, averaging only 28% of the family's needs.,

When bread and macaroni are consgidered together and
reduced to the daily needs of eiach person, the figures shew
that only 252 grams vere purchased daily during the sampl e
week, as against a need of 495 grams.

Informants asserted that no ration allowances of
macaronl, flour, oil or sugar had been secured from official
gources during the week sampled in the latter hall of November.
In fact the people declared that these items have not been
available from official sources since 4 date which ranged
from four to seven months ago.

The failure by the food administration bFo honour the
official rations seemse to cause ag much resentment amongst the
people as the necessardily low amounts of these rations.

The people interviewed actually admitted that two=-thirds
of the bread they had obtained during the sumple week wds got
from black markel sources. For this bread they had piid &
unit price of 45 lire a kilo - almost ten times that of the
official unit price of rationed bread,

The general nature of these findings is, of course,
nothing newv, Fut thege precise amounts, and the pogsihili ty
of observing differcneces which exist in different areas and At
different times, should produce increasingly useful data in
the future fas surveying continues.

Summury of statistical findings.

I Er——— | — L E— T —— i R ] (R i e

Commodities Grams per persorn per day Yercent of
ELL—M ].:lf‘!'ll";:.ﬂ_!-_ ‘:'?'_}.J_FEI*E'L ﬂ[.m
Bread 331 207 (2%
Horeor XM X Y&k PEEE 2R%
g ecnroni 1 £:4 45 2T
Oil 4 2 24 657 3 "j - rj
Sugar 2l 3 14
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D. Suggestions for improving food distribution.

e e e - i e R i e e e O o,

The aim of the questions was to try and ascertaln
what measures the public themselves consider should be
taken to improve the distribution of food.

Severer action on the part of the police was popularly
believed wmnuld improve the food situation. The general
opinion seems to be that ANG has been too easygolng. Comments
such as, "Pass death sentences on the men who cause hunger”
emphasige the common belief that stricter measures by the
police nnd law courts are the chief need.

Greater geverity seems to be the main cry. A gtricter
syatem of food control is wanted, whilst fevw people voted
for diminished control, On the other hand fthe suggestion
that all control should be abelished and & return mide to the
free market had two-thirds as large a following as that of
increused control,

Improvement in transport was thought to be the next
moet importunt step, followed closely by the need to increage
the price for wheat pailid to the farmer.

T G | T — i

Sumnary of statistical findings.

Suggestions made By percent of people
Viore severe police action 4 e
Inereasged control of food o
Fetter transportation of food 517
Higher prices paid to farmers 0%
Freo mivket (nbolition of control) 217
Diminished control o
Other proposils 17 7o
No propogals 15%

e -_—_q—-.q_._-.ﬂ—.——-—a..-‘-—'--'“—.—'l-l—r

3. Shelter and clothing needs.

T W Y e e — I o & Bl P e e i

o s BT m— e —

peoples! immediate needs for the winter in the vay of
shelter and clothing,

15% of the people interviewed in Fiulermo are living
in temporary quarters, The extent of crowding due To
evacuntion from bomb-damaged houses 1s suggested by the aver-
age of 4.7 personsg in a family, compured with the average of
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5.1 persone living in @ nou ol e ThEr
only B over the aanal namber of persons per o A& eheld

A inerauaae of

1K
" -
I ..l I

The averigt number o N8ee ble rooms in @ Nom LS
reported as 3. 3 dnd it o7 more are repairable Tom Salins
diimag e . This agaln dogs not Sou £ty indieute over-crowding,
’r'.}mu,s_‘:l'l iy arder to judge moxy qocurately, thi rnormal number
of pexsonsg poT room would liiwe Lo be determingd,

1e Rl The informints Teported thii € o

154

repridirs arve necded in thair homes, whilet @ further forty

poreent deeliared that Ehe repaing Thoy veocd de minor oneg Lor

From another ang

windows, ind eracksa in roolfs and walla,

ANg b elothine, more GLin hald! of dn average Tamily
ave without exthen an cvetoont, 4 sullt or dress, or b
inderclothos in o dopvicionble conditlon for thi intoer, nand

thiat more thian three porsons 1o family do nol nassess LNE

n] i

r"J_'LI" ':_|[- F.E:‘r"g': :-l"'l . #d I7 1l L!.:':'n::- ] e

T ¥ Jemat HAlE the memiars ot an avernee Pamily in

.l.1||_" I
Fal ermo all B zal e lq I 1 519 58 thoy B t+hout oneg, of S, off thes
drticles of clathing, o far this need i nyioenrabed by
Jehful thinlking, or by &4 degire L0 T ach poence—time S Gyl el oies

c4thout more exact engulries,

rannot be catimeted
A atory told Dy @n interviewer in the provlnecs tlrows
into reliel the eyustmtion eausaed by lack of guitible or
ovin adan b al'othing Lo toh to g0 DL ind geck VDT T
ipterviewecr wag guenl Canmdirs A0 young Woman, Whose usband havd
neen a _pl“i}]-':r.' et 011 S B 6 i 5 I YyOUunsg [pdil, ho gt moroesely
in o cornoy of the roomn, Lioteninge sllently to ol intaryiow,
guddenly hie jumped 1y, sl kohine a eloth round him, and g ta

crving dn a high, nervous: v fee, "hook ot mol Look it me!l
| wifl '1: 1_-'.'5’."? '_-Tu'-.. Ym B A

L
No trousers. o SHDCE . oty tm 'L, B0
et bretd? WHiat the hell am 1 to lo?" he sald,

_..___—J-l _.—_.._—-—l—l—----——l--—'\-l'

goveramcnt Jeeries .

FEREE I

Lot on

(L& 111 ol TH¢ qW-J‘!-uH was o bry and tina 011 1
oft disgominatlion et tne  pul Liec mog
e Tochively, pnd Lo quielly they hoar of government LI ares
.'!.1F1'" ek bl LT ]?]|| i!_"_'._1."| YT &
T TR e - i,
e maogt effecbive medns of disgceminating Fﬂvwrumiég*”g}
Noerecs i1 Fal ermo Appenrs to b the neWspripcra, q11f.|1'.| tl T'ly
more tham half the informants as their chunnel of information,
L{?l':l.i'*'! F.-.“|;!'|'.I-]'_'f'-'| o '--!L_F.l'[i—'._'Jr—"."Il”lt!l I‘L-Eli‘_.{!'hi"-.i'-."lh]f vpach about
ono=1third of the people polled.
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by

The time=lagr is not @
anfTormants claimed to hear o
publication.

Yout In Palermo, Almost nll fhe
I Deereed within one die o their

These findings from the flrst sampline in Milerio ure
likely to diffexr from those in other eitics of slelly, sincu
Falermo 18 not only fFhe distributinge centre of one of the
three existing newgpapers in the Island, bat has also 4 radio
station oprrating from the oity. At least one person in ninc
ig rcached through the newspuper in Ealermo, whieh has an

nverdage elreulation of 40,000,

ST = i & e,

summitry of statigticul findings.

- M T sl T b i ——m — i, B e TR e ——

Channel uged T'ercent of people dinformed

e e o —— A e e m—

Newspper 65
Radio F35
Fogters s
Word=of-mouth 3%

B T e T S T e T e B gy I e e s T

Enquirics contained in Schedule A were made at th
reguest of various departments of AN,

At the rcguest of FLW.P. in Algicrs ancther enguiry,
contained in Schedule F, wag made into radio ligtening habits
and news disseémination.

Both these enquirics werce the first mud , Lollowing
immedintely af'ter the completion of the training ecourse,
Investigations are still being carried out in Pl ermo,
Caltunissecttn, Cutania and Messina by & force of gome seventy
intervi ewers,

Furtier snawirdcs on politieal nand admiunistrativ
tgsueg dnd on the food situalion, and &« more cxuoet g tudy of
newg disseminatlon dre at present beine prepared, In the
latter enguiry the cinema, handbills and public tildlk=,; as well
48 the chimmeéls alrendy partiallsy Inveatigzated, will all b
cxplored For thedzr relative cifectivenesg and overlap in
NOVEIAZTE, A Gegliegn Por i seientific experiment is being
planned to measure the effectivenesg of differint media
employed, their particular effeetiveness in different towns,
and what should be thedir most effeetive position when uscd in
gequance,
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Technical note on reliabllity of findings.

a) An interviewv made before all assembled interviewers shewed

less than 17 of recording discrepincics. This test
egtiiblished ane proof that the interviewers' ovm opninions do
not affeet thelr observietion of the public's opindion.

b) To asgess the sincerity of the informant's anawvers a

sumple of five hundrcd people are cuch interviewed twice,
oncce by a gtranger and later by o4 personal fricnd. Thus the
degroc of identity in the answers given at both interviews
can be medsured,

(signed) S.C.Dodd.
Director.

LT
J.-rﬂ-ﬂt’

Public Opinion Survey Scction,
Sieilv.

December 4th, 194 3,




i =
. s ST T R T T "
Declassified E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No. 77/5/( A

.-._I'I
i1
i
H:I F -
hv - )
; g A g J S i o
._'_',r’ G -
"II !"(“’_1_9 / I"Ji' L ____,_.f
i S LG wtn i 7 ¢ il
= = e e B i .‘f“‘““., | ot = % F ) / = :'cd' e llif

e

|
VUL e et 2 7 1.71
I

._!f ¢
/ ’ :fju |". 3 ? :'.) 2 ’l :-H '.'.-'JJ ﬁd //] -{—rﬂ?-: ‘.’;'I"' ..:* :.'IF. d 3 . ‘:1':
e Pk /68y h S | (177
] i 8 r?-)

e e e e—

|
|

—_———

£- 112) , RET. s b i | | | |
lika ol 417 T ‘f'tu“I'M ﬁ'“- ://lawl.{/}/

o




S~

fiy T | oo (oo o) € Tt |

Declassified E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No.

TELD2O L




Declassified E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No. 775&/(




Declassified E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/HND

Lt

AR f La .f qu; f'-ﬁ? ' PR f
?&f: _qﬁ:w“c{ Gmmo«.ﬁ'ﬁ‘: G’h—umf This -:“?‘ ‘ﬁ’f ; 5 ?" -, i: bf‘
| / f?; { ;f':.;:- 17( Oilesd J;-:-- [ " f ;}ha (1
: ; [ afr . | (7€ et
D I lhect ¢ | ‘
€c S O kinst | blscuks 6530 It ¥  J Al
( {fuaafq.g '
@ 6 Tl (} J""C At | Cinsd ,
i ‘7 Licfonds /8¢ fs Foao  /Jo A9 3 [t |22 )
L W IBLT | (looo g | : ,
| 1l /S o A /53
| | |
| G2y | — 22 |4 73:

(2-;..3_;, I}.,_,ch.rf;h;_?f_hmw_;ﬁm | 30,2 ff..s" 25 _|+ 35 - 22.8 | %9.9
Ve /S ——— f & [ u+f5’5'| i
L e | 2] 72 "’"-"i :

i 2 _if«é T"L";E‘_ #Si000 | SO-5 |/#O _' 56 |#2# |33.0 fs‘*z.s’
T s e | I

Rt 31 _?I@f.u_u;#?'_}.é A HMW 20 (s0a| /7 |#123| 152 | T80
Gt = r i Lo lseiices |

(/_‘ﬁfh.z Tl J ‘ 1’/&*7”-;%.3]_ |

{1/ J- Mv?’ ﬁl"ﬂu.ﬁg‘ I}L‘ré
<) f:?d?uuru éz AF fd‘ou.. vs, Gifhvrjrru._

No.

i X0

.4 ’?efran. I («J{ea; F/uur és af De'.: it

& Lo




— : 3

Declassified E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No. 77/50/( B

a5

(Jheet « Flove as of Dec.S. Shon? Tons oo | :r

£ ¢

&7; ﬂ/{f- bases /5041, ’?:74?; faf,{f? . Oass );:?57#:; 4

- This o DL F’fﬁffd Sacin | TR Cenll- 1{’*?#-1"# 2}?# :
| e |

ITen  [ative Daf, |ilen 4o

(6.4 2.3 2.7 |24 |

/o i-‘ﬁff:’gr * [[ife ik b ‘*j

1
At el Ao R (e T T

30, 2 !7.5" .25'..__L+_35€5‘i22.3’ ‘f*r‘.ﬁ”; 28 Erfiz. :
Y ;-,«-f;?.s'i | }‘ﬂ + 3.7 ',4?

70 |=t2.5| | |72 | =272 . j

| So.5 e 9L li-,su‘ :iss.a i_?z.?_é?:; :-fi‘r- | L
| . Ifa.r ;+? i _ _-fﬂf —/5",2-' I ,f
s ;; #u_ 7 ,f-;a,;_; lt7 IE-H.?.? /5 % | 8.0 117 |=/Fo | .
Bk /3% | =1 f3a =3¢

| 87 |~16.8 /47 |- #7.0

'@Jmi*j';r;._. .




— s v -as : T

il

‘ Declassified E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No. 7790/( *_
3

2 - i
d 4

i
red}
(]

|

"&27;.;1_ r, f‘-’ﬁe’d ’ F/bt{r < S5 nf Z)r; T

Or... 5::5{; uf Chovafr .'I.Tf":?t'f ﬂ{éff"fb’m..f’ (:l:‘,'q.:

'_'D-q? ¢ u{ S‘L,f/-f’. Ds ses -25:.1?"
QJ‘ SOUfC £ 4 towf ?1.".!‘( C’#—uk . ﬁ?;fwf‘,( nSMu i
| ffr'_h.._ dafrue Defl. |




i e e

Declassified E.O. 12356 Section 3. No. 7750/

]

_.fu"h L -CJI':(df Floowr &s of De. . & WY 4 dp{1 ?“ua.:

{.'l'f S houvenfs 7 Jc’!fﬁ a'flc.-r‘f‘rr/'a:,e’ K'-"::u-/ fﬁt‘?l’.ﬁfffo Ep/‘ {fu, f?r..r/ffr
T A Gt = e 1 s oS R LA A %
mﬂ?‘ u{ S'L‘(ff &’ﬁsuggg?”

Cucu .- (7§, gonead S,
Lafrve Daf.




| I, LR I8
BN 2 IS

v

g B TS

5 .'ML Il.i__-,_(’ &) I'..;;‘ﬁg(r .



