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HEADQUARTERS ALLIED COMMISSION

Office of the Execulive €ommissionar
LIAISON DIVISION
AFPO 394

Ref: 723.1/FC(L) 1 May 1945

SURTECT: ©BSealed Diplomatic Bags Carried by Officials of the
Ttalian Minletry of Foreign Apfairs

TO : Mr. Halford
British Political Adviser on A,C,

l. Enclozed ie a file with reference to sealed diplamatic
bage carried by officiele of the Itelian llinistry of loreign Affairs
and I would particularly draw your attention to the Ministry's
letter of April 24, 1945.

2. It would be appreciated if you would inform me,upon
reviewing thia matter, whether anything has recently transpired
to change your views in regard to the granting of undspoaited
cipher facilities to the Italian Government.

Je It would also be appreciated if you could draft a reply
to the Ministry's letter of April 24,

7

of ficer-in-Charge
Iiaison Diviesion

Fnel: Dossier on ibove subject.
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aptain Ranfurly i

e il

T have discussed the matter of Lag and cypher commnications
with Mr. Hopkinson and Mr, Catty and T surgest that a reply be

sent to the Ministry of lForeimpn Affairs in tlis following terms.

"My dear WMinlster de Gasperi. urther to my letter No. B/723.1 i
of the 1)4th March, T heve pleasure in informing you that no |
ohjection is seen by the appropriate Allied authorities to the i
carriage of sealed diplamatic bags by officials of the Ministry ;H
of Foreirn Affairs who occasionelly proceed abroad. It would e
be desirable as you suggest in your letter No, 3/355 of March )
rd that such eofficials should Le furnished with a courier #1
passport to protect their bags from investigation by the Allied '
military authorities at the place of departure and subsequent _
pointa en route to their destination, I should accordingly be i
grateful if you would be so pood as to let me have a specimen i
of E-'m‘.'th a document in order that the Allied military authorities
may be notified in advance of its existence and be alle to

familiarise themselves with its appena r'i.m:&.

SV T PR
As repurds the queclion of the gr ting of undeposited QFELET
facilities, I much regret that ﬂéﬂzhiﬂipﬁﬁaﬂﬁhEﬁimﬂ we must accept =
the decision of the Allied military authorities that the ltalian iJ
Govermment may communicate with their missions abroad only in ¥
cyphers of which coples have Leen deposited with this Commission,
I would emphesise that this decision is based exclusively on grounds
of military security and assure yvou that henceforth the only control "
which will e exercised on telegraphic communications between il
the Italien Government and Ttalian diplomatic missions abroad will
be military in nature, In other words, there will be no political
censorahip of the contents of such telegrams.  These cypher
communications will of course contimue to Le scrutinised from the
point of view of cryptographic security and thisTmill continue to
be necessary so long as military operations are heing conducted in
this theatre." e

3 Aovea \

7
£
\
nféﬂlfv'{
e ML _
38; - |
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Exeoutive Commi=zsioner: AC. I
!

My views on the attached letter No. 3/355 of March 5rd |]
from the Ttalian Ministry for Foreign Affairs to the Chief 4

Commissioner, are as follows. ,
g

e Bag Tacilities, There is no objection to the carriage ;1
| ' of sealed diplomatic bags by officials 5#

of the Winistry for Woreign Affsirs who occasionally A
proceed abroad, rs the Minister sugcests, such officials o
should carry a form of Courier Passport which would protect =
their bags from investigation by the Alldied military authoritics Lﬂ
at the place of departure and subsequent ports of ¢2ll and at i
thelir destination, Tt would be amdvissble to settle the form ;j
that this document should take and advise Allied Force |

Headcuarters of its exiatence. ql
i
Cypher Facilities. There 1s no question of granting the $¢

Ttelians underosited cypher facilities, )
| A11icd Porce Headquarter: have been consistently opposed E*
| to any relaxation of this contrel on strictly military security Fj
grounds and T do not feel that any further arguments have been %
produced on the Italian side to justify our taking the matter 1
up again with caserta, e can however inform the Ministry for q
Foreign Affairs that since the objection to the ~rant of un- -i
. deposited cypher facilities is based exclusively on grounds of ¥
| military security this Commission will not in future exercise |
any control from the political angle. Incoming telegrams f'rom e
Ttalian diplomatic missions abroad will in future be delivered ;%
direct to the Ministry and T had hoped that we should have been ]
able to tell the Ministry that there would be no check on these 4
telegrams either on polltical, military or eryptographical i
grounds., T have however just learnt that the British Government ]
consider it desirable that incoming telegrams also must continue a0
to be checked from the point of view of cryptographical security. 2
T am not surprised at this decision since T have recently seen )
teleprams from the Ltalian Minister at Berm dealing with matters of 'ﬂ
military importince in North Italy at the present time which were
transmitted in cyphers of very doubtful security and even in one
cypher known to be held by the Germans. A5 regards cutgoing |
telegrams, there will be no political censorship but there mus b 7
be military censorship ani for the same reasons which T have -
just mentioned a check on the use of Ttalian eryptographical X
methods of communication, Although the Ttalian Goverrment c 3
that their eypher systems are perfectly secure, it must be
on record that their lax system of using cyphers 1is a permanent
source of danger to Allied military security and therefore,
while not wishing in sny way to teach the Ttalians belter for their &
own good, we must, so long as military operationa continue in >

' this theatre, insiste on their observing the ;HIHE atandards of

cypher security which we ourselves observe.
- F
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Gypher Sconrity Mlssinn

Pubdect: Commndontions with Moscow,

Your minute of larch 2nd, 1915,

I egree to tha action proposed in paracravh T
C I suppeés that the tritich or Tnitcd Stotes Fmbassies
might be prepared to forward copos of the new system
to Wescow by their dijlomatic bage, Yo far as T am awere,
the Tinlian Covermnent have hitherto been usine the divlomstic
Lkags of the Ceoviet Imbezuy here, tut I have noticed in rogent
telegrama from (uaroni thoet the Soviet autkordties have been
g£ibbing at this practice (I belicve on the grounds that 4t moltss
the position of the Soviet Covernwent enbarraseing vis-b-vis
the United Stotes and Britigh coverrments), In viow of thene
possible comrlications, T think T hnd Letter consult the
Foreipn G'fice,
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TO: Political Section (Mr HALFORD)
FROM: Cypher Security Mission

2nd March 1945 i

Subject: Communications with MOSCOW.

A
e

s

A, Thank you for letting us see Adm. STONE's communie-
cation to the Ministry, which leaves no doubt that
the Ministry must now face the MOSCOW situation and do

something.

T s T
-

Eg ) Dol L
e e L

=

S ma K T

B. Marchese DALLA ROSA ceme to see us this morning and
surprised us by saying that the Ministry had never
recelved the telegram cited in Admirael STONE's letter
as & bad cese. (WWe have since been assyred by Cpl

DECKER that Minietry is histaken).

T, m,

¥ i T -
e o IR

a3

T

1.

)

C. In spite of this we again requested Ministry ur- j

gently to
(a) Telegraph QUARONI to use the Allied channel for

confidentiel telegrams
(b) Submit a system for approval and deposit.

S SRS T S

D. THe Marchese made it%}aliggr that they are reluctant
to do either of these. We propose to give them a rea-
gonable time, but not long, and, if it ie clear that
they are stslling, then to consider further action,

in the meanwhile consulting AFHQ.

E. Do you agree?

P. If they do subhit a system can you indicate what
we could do about conveying copies to MOSCOW and
about how long it would take?

57~
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My deny jdnisvor Do Gaopardg

Allded Jorce andjuartors has infommod the Comdsslon thalt a de-
teiled study han Doon pede off the quostion of a reloamtion of the rop-
trictions on lbelian diplosatic cowamlcatlons whidch in the past pro-
cluded the Ibalien Govermesnd from comatindoating in elpher undeponited
vith the allied juthoritios ond ctawod ftoon to ddgolage thn contonte of
thoir diplosatic bage to the Allled futhoritios Lef'ore dispatoh.

A a repult of {hda stufy 1% hae boon dacland thet, in princinls,
paaret bog foollitien now ey be ollowed the Ttelinn Cowiment {or nao
in correspondencs with tholr represontativen abronds A precodent hino
been calallichad In vhat Ambsopador Tarcldard woe allowad to crrry with

i

his n pestlod diplonatio pouch when ho lof't ftely for Vieshlngton,

' La

iowevoy, Tor pecurity easuns, 16 wee deeided that it e
sonnidered poscible Yo pranl the Italien Covornaont undeposited c
feailitios and, in conoeguaes, theoe fenilliioe wmt oontlmo

dorded Ghimie

L

Lty code for cowmnidonbion betwsen Tinlian Foreipn ldn-

In thin connection I sy eoy that wion the oaupradeed coGe Asle 25 vmnd

acogplod ap o breviiy

ictry and 1talinn Shmbessy logoow, 1t was ppoddificelly ladd dovn and acoapled,
by the Minisotry that thie oods ghould be uwead for none-con{idential messog=s.
GILLY o

thie reabricblon appoare to heve beon disreogeidad in teleprans £lnos
gont in this oods Ly tho Anbosoodor in lngogsy, Ferticular refeivnco is
made Lo Modow-icne tologria Noe 3le

v pafepusadd pecurity 1t would be gpmreclieted were the Minlstry L=
godintely o pubdit o sulteble pyoten f'or confidentisl qoummidsebion with
ocoows  Pending approvel of such e pyetas A€ would appear dogirable I'ox
the Jinlebzy to inofruct Jolwsendoy Quaroni by telsgron o arrange for tha
trvnguizsdlon througn /llied channele of any aeecagses wiods contento oy bo

GO l" -,JII.-ILJJ..

Vory truly yuouroy

Jaf Ellcey \/. Ctope

-'J-]IJI|.5' ' ' ATUNE

liony Adoiral, USHE

eBe Molde Do Gavparl Gidef' Cauieslaney
Itedian Hinletor of Foraodien Affnlys
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SUININTY Sealed DMplomntic Bage Carried by Officinls of the
Italien Ministry of Foreign Apfairs

T0 1 lire Halford
British Political Adviser on fA.Cs

i

ST

. 1. linclored 1 a file with reference to sealed diplomatic ¢
bags carricd by officicls of the Iteliun linistry of Poredgn Affaeirs
end I would particularly drew your atlention to the Minictry'a
letter of April 24, 1940

s

tE Vs

-

#e It would be sprrecisted if you would inform me,upon Iy

reviewing thie matter, whether anyiling haz xecently Lmnepim& / )

| to chunge your views in regard to the granting of undeposited ,f i
! cipher facilities to the Italian Government. W r.g‘i
' 3. It would elso be appreciated if you ocould draft & reply \.: ;3
g to the Minisiry's letter of April Zi. s i
.
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of' f'door-in~Chaxye . ;

Iiaison Divicion g

Encl: Dogeler on sbove subjeot,

54,
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