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MINISTRY ™" WAR to MMIA 4 Jan 44

Ihe physicsl anc moraleconditions of Italian tpe enga.ed on dab! duties
are csusing great copceyn. :
Notwilholanding the sispe taken to improve these copndiliona, ! such as tie
bonus of 10 Lire and precedence over other non-combatant units in the
distribution ol clothing, ithe morale 0f the workers is 8still very low
for the follewing repsone:
l. The tps are put on discharging coal, which requires great physical
-z #ifort whickh 18 beyond the very average strengt! of the tps with the
> scale of rations they are receiving,
2. They are fwequently put to work unaer the surveillance of colouwd
" Lpo.
;: J. Several dets are housed in buildings which do NOT aiford protection
' against the copld weather.
4. The men ao ROT have straw for their bedaing on the scale laid down,
| a8 this item is NOT to be found locally, nor has it been possible to
obtain sups from the areae of CERIGNOLA( YOEEIXIXEANE - ORTONOVA ( FDEGT
and MATEHA 7,XNENE where there are totanl stocko of 40,000 guintale,
For despite repeated reyuests thh necessary tpt bhaa NOT been allotted
to Ord 1X Army Corps, and thie item has also been Llocked by the

Allies. 451!5

The workers at BHINDISI are specially dispirited and complatn of thﬂ.Eﬂmplq
2 ack of comfort in their billets.
“ﬁfj "1"'1 It 1@ clear that this state of mind will zm aleo infl uence the work of

J. It would be appreciated if the miesion would use its good affices to have
¥ ;ﬁQ the following pte carefully considered by the competent Allied HQe:
& <

a) Unfreege the straw of the provinces of POGGCIAanc MATEKA and allow
Orda ol 1X Army Corpe (BARI ) to have rly trucks for regular sup

0l atraw for pedaing.
b) mllow tps engmged on lab bhatter arrangements than at present for

i
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Declaasified E.O. 12350 SHection 3.3/NND

Subjeet:~ Rations iur 391 Coastal Bn

}iil_tury Mission to
Italisn Army Y

’ AQ/1
3 KRE —Deog 49

Ref 7 Italian Army letter 2/10490 dated 18 Nov 43.

1, 7 Italian Army made a report that the British suthorities
had refused to ration H) 351 Constal Bn, on the grounds that they
were not working.

2 This allegation has nmow been fully investigated, and the
following reply raluiﬂd fronm EIGHTH LRMY.

" Rations for D 351 Coastal Bn are deliversd in bulk with
K° 1 Coy's Rations to N°® 1 Coy TORRE MAGGIORE,

There has been only one instanee when rations were nat sup
lied, and that was when E:n H first arrived and were not mmud
§° 1 Coy in their ration strength™,

3 Will you please eonvey the above to 9 Italian Corps who were
regspomsible for the mis-statement,
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(b) Fishing boatls from the liainland often oall at 5. NICOLA.
(0) | There are NO Fnocists on the islands,

(d) Food supply at present satiefaoctory, Murther supplies awsited
early in December,

(e) #Water supply satisfaoctory for the present.

(£) Supplies of medicines, clothee and food were received 2 Nov 45,
Mirther mediocal nuﬂ:liuﬂ wanted, OQutbreak of typhus in hand.

() Bupplies most needed PASTA, FLOUR, OIL, CONSERVA, CHEXSE,
CANNED MEAT, TOBACCO, SO/F. Clothing fur 600 ppople required and
uniforms and great ococats for 40 military personnel. [Sugreated
sourge BARI ITALIAN Garrison),

(h) Li. MIRAGLIA requestes permicsion for him to wisit PGTEIE.A;E-,SG

(1) Lnok of market for their fish aspears to ba yreatest hardship
for the islanders,

4, Pmﬂo&a. (Not visited).

It is reported thet PELAQOSA has a garrdson of I2 naval persomnnel,
Ho unmmuniﬂﬂtian with other islands since I7 Oct 43,

On 31 Oot an Italian Tanker with water and supplies from BRI

was unsable tn Jet any anawer to thelr signals, and the prew did
not land, The ship left S. NICOLA on 2 Nov 4% to report to
COMIANID SU”HSMO BRINDISI.
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L% MIRAGLIA regquosts pormdssion for him to visit POTENZA.

Lack of markot for their fish nonaen 3
islnnders., gpears to boe grunteat hardship for the

FLlaGOBA.  (Net \'iﬂ‘lt*."ll:ii

11*12 18 raported that PELICOS. Khes n grrris o of 12 naval personnols
U coomunieation with othor 1aslands Mnae 17 0ot 4%,
e M Oct nn Itnli.m Tenker with wntor and sSUPPp ;

lips froan BART wnas
nf 1 L0 ' Iy 9
unnbla to got any answer to thoir Bignala, nd the orew did not lm".547
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