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Effectfve date URLSL 1044

[data 31 agostu’ 1044)

ll,r'

v/

[

40,1

'I;I EH

"’!EETRIETED' |

Amdt No (medif. n)
Date (data)

( Ristretto)

1051 TANK BATTALION
(1051 Btg Carristi)

Total {tatale)

| Offrs (ufficiali)
ORs (sott. e truppa) 322

L

| g 4

334

(Italian army personnel)
War Establishment
(Orpganico di gucrra)

MCs (motecich)
Vehicles (veicoh)
I Tractors (trattric)

B el

e B —

1

I

rlaes

maresainlll 2a elzesa)

DETAIL
[descrizione)

ODffcers ‘nffolali)
imaresoizlli 1a cla=sse)

Warrant oficer

| Warregnt offirers ol

Officer commanding (major)

(ufficiale comandante {maggore))

Adjutant [captain) (awtante magglore
(capitano))

Administrative officers [captains)

(ufficiali i amministrazione (capitano))

Licutenant {tenente)

Medical officer (2/licutenant)

(ulficiale medico (S tenente))

Officer IC stores (2/licutenant)

(ufficiale di maggazino (S wenente))

3 /Lieutenants (sottotenenti)

{ﬂ Persommnel ([} Personale)

fHoTEenti)

RerEenty maggiorh

| miaff Berieaznts

I =erieants

(caporall maee

Corporals

— L T

| Lanee Corporal

| {eaporali]

._n_._

| r ce—

Total, 1051 Tnnk bhatt

rivates  (zoldati)
ITatale,

=11

1051 btg earri

Total, officers
(totale, ufficial)

Armourer [armiere)

Carpenter (Ealegname)

Clerks [serittural)

Drivers (autieri)

General dutyman (servizs vari)
Interpreters (interpreti)
Mechanics  (meccanic)

Talor (sarto)

Total, warrant officers ang serpeams
(totale, sotruificial)

Barbers (barlien)
Batmien (ottencdenti)
Carpenters  (Ealegnami)




o

1T
- )

ofcers clazs 1
inlli 1o el

arrant O
rmarescin

o

|
l
1

g CclaAER

eln

gapl

S e—

acse)

ZioTLY

DETAIL

(descrizione)

Tank bhat
Hl bLg cAarT

fRrer
Total, 1051
Totale, 105

1if 2a

51

f

T l_'.brrﬁrﬂ]:s.

1 ange
CApOrn

ekl

if =erjeanta

2erjeanis (Rergen A

Warrant
rrLTass
4eTE

' Offeera | afciali)

Clecks (scritturali)
Drivers (autieri)
Electricians (elettricisti)
General dutymen (servizi varl)
Mochanics (meccanici) -
Motor cyclist (motociclisto) ,
Pamnter (pittore) ;
Signnllors (segnalatorn) |
Sroremen (magazzmieri) \
Sanitary dutymen (aiutenti i sanita) - i
El!ﬂ' {mrtniidﬂ . ‘Ii

slders {snlcater -

; ] = [l "

Total, rank and file (totale, graduate : . Ll by
¢ truppa) !Z"E[I-'f"l'..!l:i-h

e —————

b S

Total, other ranks (totale, sortuf e | ] i
Lruppa) . TR

Total, 1051 tank battalion [Lotaie,

big carristl] | v AR |

o — — = - -

(i) Transport (o) mezn di trais porio)

Motor-cycle, solo |inotocicliy salo) LAl LT AT S
(4) includes 16 lance-serjeants ((a) comprende 16 caporal maggior)
(b) includes 4 lance-serjeants  ((b) comprende 4 caporali moggiori)
{c) lance-serjeants () caporali maggon)

NOTE (NOTA)

ltalian personnel for duty with the following Wmits are included i thns
establishment.
(Il personale italiano di servizio con | seguent PepArTl SON0 COMPrest il
questo GrEanco.)
(1) Headyuariers, Armoured  Delivery Hepgiment, RAC (NA/336/1)
(s} camando gt corarato (servizi))
{13} Armoured Delivery Seeadron, RAC {Hh_-'ﬂ.';ﬂ'l}
({11} comando comp corazzato {servizi)
(i1} Fleadguarters, Armoured Replacement Group, RAC [(MA/ yide /1)
(i) comando Eruppo coraziato complement |
(iv) Armoured Reinforcement Regiment, RAC (MNA/[3B3/1)
(liv) reggimento corazzato di rincaleo)

e ———

filer 1701/53/GISD2)
PRAG 1288 250 § (-4
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ROME ARBA ALLYED CORAM,
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OURJECT: Honges

Ty RACTTD
AL
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y

ls further o vigit of Ges (Br) to RACTE 1angon CF 10 Now and subsequent

ponvarsation with Comdr BACTL, paw tassiom and approwel 18 hereby civen
rfor the use as AFV ranpes ol the torritorv esrmarvked, ond ef ovkllned. in

r.:r:lll| | L"JII.T-LH.-I' - jl‘p‘
z + s confirmed ithot thu emoloyment of .0lviliane in the copxoity of

Ranpge Tardeans and oY Fange utiee 13 &) ';_'f"-i‘P-..T-'.-r_*.. noasasary Arrfy ments

will be gomplotod on bohalf of SACTIH by ADL in order to erncurs conblnuity
of training with the minimen deloy.

% Tn addition to normal range racnutions which sre the rasnonnibllity
of BACTN and the eomployment of civilian range personual, & sonoral notioe
tv tha Ttallan loondl press will ho roguired in ordor that tho range mIrep
recoiven ag much publlelity a&s pousiblu,

A Thean wnrnings and rotlces w11l be arrongel by RACTD and AVE 13 0=-

r

roeentative at RIETI.

Gs 'leage forvard & copy cof the vovised trace of tho renge to this
Foadguarters as 8oon ap posaihlo.

N
Y

B ]

/.F.«"“'ﬂ’f:s‘/,

lLt=T0)

E]n-_--.,,;-l:;r chiol of Staf 7 8 Hi

2 A131io0d Commimslen
59 Town Hajor
ANE RIETI

L T g ~ d
y Elr.f E"::': 8y g

. I
L Vo b b l_', |_I

i
"l_'l.ﬂ. e




| Declassified E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No. F]_B 5 O LO

FIROSONAL

Military Mission Itelien Army
RONME

SD/ed
'/ Qot 44

Ihank you very much for your full explapation of the
business of the Bth Axmoured Car Compsny, whioh clears up the whole
matter.

I know you agree that there should be abgolute frank-
ness betweeon you and me and that anything like this should be
ventilated and not "bottled~up"™ with possible resulting suspiolon,.

anyhow, as fay as J am concerned, I 2m guite satlisfied
and the mutter ieg closed.

(Ma jor General)

H.E« Count CASATI
Minister of Way

e B R gy e S W S S e S
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liflitary Nission Italian Army
SOUE

eh/23
5 Dot 44

PR i i e S B e

SR el R e Y

I attoeh a memorandus to me from ny acvond in connan? on
the matter of the 5Hth A=uivved Car Compuny,

dhis 48 not goeod reading, and 48 an 4nptenee of what I
spele Go you mbout the sthey day, viz, thel on socnoiens vy cuwfT
sunpect Lhat MHIA oxderd cwi deliberatcly evaded, T lenow yor will
agren with me that sueh » otade of nffalrs canrot ¥ 4olmre «6d, anxi
I eend you the attached for sueh sebioy ap you Bhink 1%, I 4o not
wigh to ladour or mirsun Mg mbter any Durther, bub, to say the leagst
of ity it 1o dishearterine 1o me to cetf o raport pudh ss the attached,

Maior On neeal )

fls Bxcollency
Coant Camatd
winistor of War

A e e B g i e
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Ocltober 5, 1l9P44.

Memorandum to: G.0.0.

l. Prior to April 25th., there sexlsted 1in
the Itallam Army the 5lst Tank Bettellom ana on
Aprll the 25th. instructioms were lssued Lo re-
orzanlze this batbtallor lrnto s Tank Delivery Unlt
for thée Allles,

e At u conlerence wlth General Berardal,
and Brlandlier Duchssne, sometimsa prileor to the
o5th. of Aprll, Genvrel Berordl asked that thc
5lst Tamnlk Bettellon be retslmed for public sae
curlty, and General Beprardl was Cold Dy oOriga-
dler Duchesne that thils was not possible. How-
ever, om recelpt of our order to relorm uwils o8i-
tallon, SMRE held out the 5th Armored Car Co.,
which wag parb of the battalleon, and malntalned
it In the Itallisn Army. QHe excuse pow glvon 1a
that the 5th Armored, Car Co. wag mnot with LG8
battelion, but was at Lescce. It wlll be motec
thet we did not specifly the loecallon Of the BHlst
Tank Babtellon in our traér, and had we Known
that the 5th Armored Cer Co. was belng held out,
we would have inslsted that 1t would be made svallsble

'opr Lhe Alllied prozeam and disbarded.

- = e w L omi
= . ey g -

D e On the EStreagth Returns for NMay and June,
the Hth Arvmored Car Cu. a8 sucli, dld not appear.

Lt now developsg that ths 5th Armored Car Co. was
currled ss a part of the ¥illtsry fcandemy strengbh
Cor those two months, On the July Heturn the dHihk
Armored Car Co. of the Slst Tank Hattgllonm sppomred
aralin as a part of the Plcemo Division.

-.‘._:._. -

—— P i g

‘.o The resteptlon of the 5th Armored Car Cok

in the first place, snd the hildlng oI the company

or two monthas on the strength of the Mlillitary
Acodemy and 1t's later incorporation Intd the Plceno |
amaclks of delliberate evaslon on the part of theo

SMRE. Certalnly betwsemn the 35th. of Aprll, and

the 10th. of September, this was an illegel unlt
numbering nbout 90 people.

e -:_‘-

"3
77

Y
"o

-
f

e T el
= -

4. General Ox11llie states in hls letter of the
2lat. of Saptember, that Lthe 5th Armored Car Co. haa
now been disbanded, ant the personnel allottecd to
unitas of the Plceno Combat groupe.
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L

Subjecty FiTth Armored Car Jdompany.

\ E} ]& ZQ&" ,Itl’ ]’L;E”""EUE‘“1-1“511'1.:.::115aj_nn (3MIA)
Q\ ﬂ\fd}?"ht} I.-:I E} LL Home j;_;./ '
N A ' : - .

e

: r-_-" I =
ll/ﬁ.mﬁ s T T —

(0 Suptember 1444

o mme b S

)

inister for War, /
i On LY Abrli e waa Inflorned that Lhe Slat Yonk
Batislion would be employed ss & tank dollivery unit

(h.__l” o] /‘ K-:.‘I "

b) m 28 Aprll BYREX wsa dlrectod to reorganige the
Hlat Tenik Hettellon Into & tank dellvery unlt with a
gtrencth off 1€ affloerp snd 280 other ranks (our f“ﬁ{
¢) bDuring this tive the strength retirns showod thab f-}'
Ehe Flith Arnorod Car Compsany was g part of the Tank
Bnttelion, and wasg 1lncluded in the strength ¢f 3o

i figers and #2B0 other ranka.

. J i‘he War \letabllpbment propomed by & Lor the
leenc Divislion does not include an Armored Usr Companye

@) Un the reorponlgetion ol the Hlst Tank buttallen
tnto a4 Lank Jdellvery unlt, the 5lat Tank Habtellon, ln-
aluding the Mii'th Armorcd Oar Comgeny, shiould have
ceasad to sxlst.

') inptructionsa hav'e been repasmtedly lasued by tho
Coumander=ln=Chtael viid trarnamltted to you that no new
unite would be organiged ang no old units would be
rooreanliseod, wlthout speellliec authority.

) it now develops that the Fifth ifrwmored Uar Company
exigtas in tne Pleeno Dlivialon with & strength of 1Ll
G fleers and 26 othsr ranka.

e in view of the above, 1t ls dealred GhHat you takse E.QE{T,!(;;'H:IL
at once to}

i) ave the FLfth Armored Company dlsbended and the
perescnnoel assigned to suthorized units of the itallian
Ay, dnformloug this Headquartors when thlis la mocont-
Qliﬁhﬂﬁ-

b) Inform thi.s Hesdquarters as to w0 was responsible
for disregarding the 1lnstructlons outlined 1In per 1
BLOVE «
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s This matter will De tpented ag urgent, so thet 1
superior Allled fathorlty.

will bte able be recort to thae i
d- ﬂ,w"/:r:f
_-l"'-.'

,,jj‘ sr Goneral
__,,-rf"ﬂ \rmy oub C mmlisalon (MMIA)
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9 Seri.mber 1944

TO GOC

L On 17 April our SB/23 SVRE was 1nformed that the 5lst
Tenk Battallon would be employed as a tank delivery unlt.

8, our $B/23 of 25 April to SVRE dlrected that the 5lst Tank
Urlt would be reorpanlzed Into a tank dellvery unlt, with 'a
strength of 12 0fflcers and 280 other ranks,

Sie The l1tallsn strength return gt thaet time showed the
Etrﬂrrth of the 51lst Tenk Battallan to be 35 Offlcers snd 280
men. The ltalisn return showed that the 51lst Tank Battallian
included the Fifth Armored Car Company in thls strength. Had
the Itellans used gll of the persornnel avalleblas in the 5lst
Tarik Battallsn, 1t would have been a surplus of 23 Officers and
g shortage of 30 men, which would have been macle up otherwlse,

4. Late strength returns show that the Fif{th Armored Car
Company 18 stlll in exlstence es g part of the Pleeno Division
with a strength of 11 Officers end 86 men. Slince the 5lst Tank
Battellan 1ncluded the Fifth Armored Car Company, and the Ital-
ians were oprdered to convert it Into a tank dellvery unlit, the
entire battallen should have been used for this purpose, and

the Fifth Armored Car Compeny should have ceased to exlist. dlhe
Itallans have been instructed not to organize any new units withe-
out permisslon of thls Headguarters and no permission has been
grented for the reorpanlzatlon of the Fifth Armored Cer Company,
nor dees the proposed organl zgatlion of the Pleeno Division sub-
mltted by SVWRE show an Armored Cer Compeny In the Division. lhe
Fifth Armored Car Company ls therefore an lllegal organlzation
annd [ recommend that the ltalisns be Ilnstructed to disband it
forthwlith, and explaln why our prevlious orders In thls matter
have not been complled wlth.

) Ly Y

iy
v

ﬂr{?*f{&-‘f.
A /S
4 54

= il

//
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Declassified
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LUl jact s Llan @fficers,

il o e T -H-I-l-.-l------uql-u.-_-i

‘“::_ |:!=.

L i P = r._
.’!-f.":h?"l"

—i
B —

* 5
F et W= _1-.-:-."';3:_
]

la [E 1s »reportad that the a/m ofr loer leit:
L Armd Heplacement Croup RAC en Aup 9tk wlthout
notifyine his Alllad Comnd

i 46 Informed his own atafll (YEalisn) thst
proceoding to Roma Lo visit hls =Hp,

54 rurcthermore ajehlborio lef: his uly HD on
Peltish Humber URd ity W.D.lo G407RES a Vvohipgle lopned
Co his unit for the purpvose ol making adninletretive
Journeys within his tmits sphere of act Wity

4, iR JebAlterioc han not ¥OT rejoinod his unit.,

De You will dizcovar his wheresbouks and thaet of
nis vohiclo reporting sawme to thias Fly A6 Chp same t1ne
#lving purticularas as to why this officer wae absant
Wilthout lsave of his Allled Comd end alpo 1aformet 101
A8 Co what ci.'i.m:ipllnmr';nr actlion has been Lakan ir

bhis cass.

S rhle will he treatod 88 urpent.

I e
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