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‘ LIATSON WITH S M R B & Feb 44

Gen MARIOTTE Our letter to MESSE of to-day's date about Exm truck
dvr programme:—~ handed in BEWARDI's copy. Alter taxing
it in to BERARDI, MAHIOTTImade the following pts:-
~the best anc most imuwediate source in their opinion

1s SICILY, both as regards civilians and PWs
-avallability of civilians is cloeely related to loecal
eéxisting lab demands, and for this resson SICLY should
be much more profitable than CANPANTA
—according to infm obtainea by Maj SCAPATI just returned

fr?m_NAPLEE there are in CAMPANTIA approx 800 ecivilianes
walting to be recnlled to the colours

£ as dvrs, xpaxk
MARIOTTI ecalculated that might affect the recall of the

I9IC-I2 classes by 200, leaving a further 800 available
from this s.urce.
A mewo on theie line- is ucing prepared for ME. SE.
Lt Col
MILLEFIORINI ~ 20 Arteri Coy, TRANI:- strength 5 offrs, 2I7 ors

b

(ord & mob): ' baggape: T0 quitals - NO tpt

822 Tele Coy:- HReady to move 9 inst - location :MANDUKIA

SARDINTA priorily list:- change in designation -
Eight Artieril Coys should now read:

3 & 4 Battaglioni Speciali L&Fﬂéa*?@ﬂ;ré

‘4

Instructed him that the det of 400 men for dvr duties
exX SAHDINTA were to be I0QY dvrs. He statea that a comn
nad just been reca from SMRDINTA to the eifect that the
composition of this body had alreauy been laid cown by
ACC. T told hiwm that irrespective of anything that had
rone before ACC rejuirements were now I00¥ avrs and
SAHGDINIA to ba intd accordingly, and that this seriad
was 0l the highest importance,

)
| L

-

.ﬂ'!E Parachutists releaseu fryom SICILY:- to report to
W 47 Rgt Ftr, LECCE -

g \
Lt Col RAMPA }E_Hequeat Lor Italian valwes:- K& PC I.5/I00 valves

f
{serv genio) NOT availlable
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It Col MILLEFTORINI
(ord)

Lt Jol GUIDA
(mob)

Capt DELLA COENA
( mob )

5 Feb 44 (cont)

ACC letter of 26 Jen ref NEF/mms/hd:- he is
NOT too clear on the relation between this
request for new units ete and other current
demands, all items except I, 2 and 8.

WT Security Sec:- new designation :
-~ HIO Plotone Radiocontrollo

Sig Wkeps ex SARDINIA:- these already have their
own designations, and it is suggested that they
be allowed to retain same.

Just back frow accompsnying BERARDI on a&.
visit to CALAPRIA lasting several days. One
crathers that they were fairly satistied with
what they saw. OSpoke well of Maj LENTZNER'S
work and saic that his name was known wherever
they went,

20 Artieri Coy:- Location, THANI

IX Corps sent off a DR to-dey to thes unit to
gecure other detuils re uired, but up to
I800 hrs he had NOT returned to corps HQ,
Will phone thraugh details as soon as they
are available,

2740
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Maj MATocCe i

Gv]r

{mﬁ“} end of Dec ;
Ao = Unit is gtq
Lﬁqt Lhe QO duly prﬂﬂunfgd hiLl'EF > oo
Area on 22 LDeo - r'éason
? acen 9

Hﬂnfirmeu
aren awailing
cal.ed on 2T

Lt Col CHECCHTA

Can he be inftd

(88 v Z1)
Y thege units?

Capt FOR ST
(tpt)
Lt Col S ITNONFTDT

Lt Col GUTDA 1 Yesult of
| A 7 of
(ord & mob) On the Heparto

T2 r‘qﬁq D I
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LIAISON #1'H S MR E 30 Jan 44

Maj MAIOCCHI CVI Terr Bn due to move from GIOIA to BARI towards

'ﬁ ‘.| end of Dec, This unit 1is Etill at GIOIA. It is known
' that the OC duly presantled " himself to Comd 6 Base Sub

Aren on 25 Dec - reason for not moving NOT known.

? acen ?

(ops)

rl |

Col QUERCIA Confirmed that clothing ete fdr Italians in B Army
area awaiting collection since 20 inet and that noone
cal.ed on 2F. IO Rear 8 Army infd thkat clothing awaitin,
collection (inel blankets) and that oifr ic lorries
has to apply to Direzione Comuissariato Militare,
(Maj COHLETO), Via S Francesco d'Assisi, Bari.
Zrlveeln 102 )
Lt Col CHECCHIA Fomn of six new Artieri coys:- can he be inid earlieat
W of tools and Egpt required by these unita?

(servizi)

(servizi)

Capt FORESI Produced list ol nubtandlnépnnueats, which I brought
(tpt) away with me and submitted to G II for infm.

Lt STMONE . :
Col SIMONFTTI Agitaling about move oif 68 Inf Regt. Clarified posan,

and just in cace the move should be made by rail asked
for detadls of entraidng stas etc. They coulu NOT
state this then and there and promised to signal to
«ug8 later in the d ay.

Lt Col GUIDA As a result ol our enquiries he finds he ﬂaﬂ%ﬂiﬁg

(ord & mob) on the Reparto Carristi for about 60 dvrs.

Gen BERARDI With comd, re arty for Nembo Div ex Calabriaj; MT dvrs
etc.
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Declassified E.QO. 12356 Section 3.3/NND

vitualion of ATPINI in SARDTNTA and on mair'and, 27 Jan 44

The following emerged ivom a converstion with Lt Col GUIDA. That

part which concerns SADINIA wag subsequently confirmed by an Italian

olfr just back trom the island.

~ Mainland: The TAUGTN NSE Alpini Bn being formed at CISTEANINO was
originally intenaed for I Mot Bde, but it will now go to
form I75 Alpini Regt, together with he MONTEGRANFRO Bn
now lorming in SARDINTA. Intentions for empl NOI known.

- SARDINTA: tatul strength of Alpini about 3J000. The pick of Lhese
will »0 to form a Cowbatant bn - the NONTEGRANERO referred
t0 above. The next best will be drafted into two bng
reputed to be earmarked for CORSICA. The remainder, nom-

inally amounting to three bne, are unfit, overage, and due
for aemob for one reason or :nother, |
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Declassified E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No. _ f :} f% / j;i_(i:

LIAISON WITH

Maj MAIOCCHI
(ops)

Capt FORESI
|
(tpt)

L T |

Col MICHELOTTI
(mob & ord)

I

SMHRE 25 dJan 44

The strength return of the Italian Army, which they
are sending us every ten days 1is needed by them as
well, so no extra work is involved. Details for

SARUINIA will be inel in the next return.
The Order of battle for SARDINTIA will be ready

by to-morrow evehing, and they will lenc us & CODPY.
Borrowed & copy of the Order of Battle for the main-

land, which is to be reburned in a few deys.

Details of personnel &n hogp are inel in the return
on page 3 mfxkkmxx under the heading "DIREZIONE DI

SANITA~-PUGLIE"

Has been in touch with RTO LECCE about EIQ Arteéeri

Coy. RTO LECCE has in turn been thraugﬂ.ﬁuv
BRINDISI who were NOT able to authorise tpts

I8 shortly leaving SMRE to .o to IX Corps - 1t is
said to vake the place of Col SICARDI as Chief of
staff. His place at SMRE will be taken by Lt Col

MILLEFIORINI.

Lt Col MILLEFIOHINI

(ord)

300 engr rtfs for 8 Army:- Is expecting a return

at the mBd of the month showing the deiiciencies

in the various engr units with 8 Army. In the mean-
time is finding oyt the preeent strength and compo-
sition of Artie i pls of the Coastal dive, and also

which oi these are alreddy wurking lor Uﬂi e |
Jgdh- Area " |

20 Artieri Coy:- originally requested fnfifi

and cancelied for this purpose by our 6SD/4/3 of 22/12 |

Together with 21 Artieri Coy, being formed into
502 Artieri Bn - ref I325/MOB of II Jan.
Location:- TRANI

II
i

|

:

|
1

[
e
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LIAISON WITH S MR E 23 Jan 44

Cen MATTIOLT Requested appointment for Lt. Col. MORIARTY with
(1ab) fen MARIOTTI for this afternoon 10 discuss port
1ab situation., This was fixed for I700 - 1800

hrs.

On the subject of the 240 men available at TARANTO,
it appears that these were earmarked for TI Sub
Area and will be ready to move 24 Jan, either by
rd or rail. Iater arranged with Capt BIRD that
they woula go by rail, and requested SMRE Tpt
office to apply for necessary Upl.

Li Col PANERAT Passed on two items for infm.

(telecomns)

Lt Col GUIDA He was busy locating tps for lab duties at the
(mob) ports, in preparation for a meeting at SMRE Et.
1600 hrs. Asked him about how many he was trying
to find - he said about Two thougand.
Fnquiries about odd units in SAHDINIA left for
later,.

Lt Col BILLEFIORTNI

Lavoratori del Genio coys required for end Feb.
Only five likely to Le available instead of 81X,

as far ag he can anticipate at the moment. There
ig also a shortage of certain types of specialists.

(ord)

It MARCO cannot be tound - further details reé-
quired of present location.

Capt FOREST The 60 and 22 Carabinieri are two geparate dets.
| They have no infm about the formery but wish
(tpt) PRI 2 : 3?

to mubthorisze the move if possible.
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® LIAISON WITH S MR E 24 Jan 44

Lt Col QUERCIA List of WT sets transmitted 22 inst ref 5/I2I2 Serv.
Detaila from XXXI Corps are awsited - they were

gent off from CATANZAHO 22 inst.

Request for passes for CE and CRE rep:- coples are
being prepared - ref 2 Dist I468/31/Q of IT Jan

Lt Col MILLEFTORINI
(ord) Collected:-
~WE anda details of eqpt of Itadian Fd Bky units,
- -situation of specialist personnel for six Lavoratori
1 del Genio Coys
-WE of fire lightiing units; none available on the
mainland.

(serv. genio)

Our SD/4/4 of 227 Dec requested I2 electrical fittere
for transiormer work - only two traced to date, and

these and any others found would be so many less for
the engr coyse being formed. See above.

The engr coys in question are being formed as to
personnel and basic mormal unit epgt only. Tpt, tools
and tech egqpt are NOT being supplied by the Italiuns.

Capt FOHESI oays he was told over Lhe phone by a capt of Mov
(tpt) Elnist that HﬂlmGVEE of any kina will be made
without authority of FEAMEO. This is quite
contrary to latest understanaing. Among the moves
held up in this wey is the 210 Artieri Coy.

No authority yet for move of 22 Carabinieri from
BARI to TERMOLI. The other 60 have already gone.

447 Bng- % left TREBISACCE and % left REGGIO on I8
inst, both for TEHMOLI

SEGRETERIA There is daily Italian courier service by means of
a Carabiniere each way between LECCE and CARANBAYO
with the following itinerary:-
LECCE - TARANTO - METAPONTO - CHOI'ONE - CATANZARO
There should be pno aifficulty in getting the courier
| Lo pick up mail Irom RTO TARANTO, and vice versa, and
il facilities should be given for the journey, as at
present one gathers the couriers are having some
difticulty with the traine. Action wanted jlease.
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LIAISON WITH S MRE

22 Jan 44

Gen MATTIOLT With Lt. Col. MORLARTY - two-hour discussion, during

which the seriousness of the port lab shortage in
(lab) relation to the programme est by Gen DOWLER at the

beginning of Dec was made very clear to the Inspector
of Lab. He s#dd he knew nothing about the proposal
to remove the Avieri from the BARI lab poosl. After
leaving the ofrice for g short while to talk to Gen
MARTOTTI, he returned and 8tated that the men require.
by the month-end to reach the tarcet figure would e
forthcoming, pProviding there were no difficulties
over ipt.

IX
Capt FOKEST Rechecked =& FLAMBOsignal M Vering various tp moves
(tpt) to take place in the next few days. Our signal in
P correction puts the matier in order,

The two tele line coyse are siill without tpt,

Lt Col GUIDA Requeested infm about Ttalian Bakery mhxx® units,
(mob) Fun of third tcle line coy getting under way,

Lt Col MILLEF | ORINT
(ord) In reply to his Bkgnal reguesting that Hurplu§'}' 34

personnel o1 Remount sta be used as rifts for N°I
Pack Tpt Coy, Gen BASS0O has signalled that he has
been inssructed to form a second remount eta. As
Stato Maggiore know nothing ot this, they have
slgnalied back that Gen BASSO has no authority

to form this secong remount sta. In the meantime
we do NOT know whether the IPack Tpt Coy has been
reintorced or not.
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Declassified E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No

Col PULIZZ1
(tpt)

Maj MAIOCCHI
(ops)

Col PULIZZI
(tpt)

20 Jan 44 continued

40 Horses for XV Army Gp:- Tpt laid on for 22 inat.

556 Coastal Bn:- Two Coys passed through BARI on I8
inst; on their way Irom CROTONE to TERMOLI.

Firet batch of engr rffs left LECCE tor FOGGIA bo-day.
Departure confirmed. 4 offrs end IEBO or's
Second batch leaving to-mOTTOW.

Data for Order of Battle will continue to be supplied
on 10, 20, and 30 of each month, ag this is more con-
venient for them. One due toxday 18 in the mail.
MATOCCHI pointed out that his figures would abways
vary somewhat compared witu the ration return, &s he
had a few days longer to prepare his figureaf However,
where these differnces occur, he will account for them
by marginal notes.

+ and therefore incl more up-to-date infm.

Second Line Tele Coy ex CATANZARO:- Tpt was requested

from FLAMBO in the regular way, bot NO reply tpq;iiﬂﬂ
by Tpt Office SMRE. AS this coy is required ia D to

tie up with its eqpt® delivered there, action required
please.




beclassified E.0. 12356 Section 3.3/NND nNo. [/ 4 0y (7. O

s LIATSON
Col PULIZZT

(tpt)

WITH GhRE 19 Jan 44

With Capt BIRD - discussion of new tpt Arrangements in
APULIA, (to be confirmed in writing) and other matters.
PULTZZI ie going to CALABRIA on Nonday to visit his
~Delegazioni there., Gave him Mz] LENZNFR's address.

i

Maj PINKA
(ops)

LT Col GUIDA
(mob)

Gen MATTIOLI
lak |

Stressed great inconvenience causedby last minute
changes in mov arrangements, as in case of 7 Alpine En.
Requegted him to arrange K that these things are
properly laid on in future.

IT4 MG BEn:- Full particulars promised for later to-day.

29 Bergaglieri Bn:- infm previously given NOT mccurate.
Ops staff seemingly NOT in the picture, See below.

Helurned two SNHEletters about Sgeily, and asked that
it be clearly est that these matters must be dealt with
through Comando Suprmo channels. Same applies to

questions atiecting SARDINIA, also Italian Navy anc
Alr Force,

29 Bersaglieri Bn:- TKIBEXEH Approx 350 men of this I
together with the remnents of 5T BN are to form one of
the bns of the I3 Bersaglieri Regt of the I Mob Bde.
The other bn wil: be vhe 33 Bn from SEREDINIA. GUIDA
says that a discussion has been going on as to whether
29/51 bn is Lo be formed in APULIA or on CAMPANTIA.
Gen UTTLE was round at SM to-d d 1t appears that
LI Corps has prevailed and tha:%ﬁqufﬂfiiing is to be
done in APULIA. ¥This means that the remainder ot 5I
Pn will have to travel down from CAMPANIA. Tt has NOT
been settled whether it is to be called 29 or &I,

saw Brig Palier in BARI yesterday and discuseed varias
matters incl:- searching lab personnel aiter work in
docks, which he aske d should be done by Italian per-
sonnelf this was agreed); request for soap, anti-louse
powder, ulsinfectant etc, —ayid
Haised qgg%élnn of naval lab at BRINDISI, whiiﬂ 3#2
MATTIOLI w&s8 at present outside his control.LtCol
MORTARTY has since discusesed this with him, amso the

question ol transferring I000 a.ditional sailors from
TARANTO to BHINDISI.

Algo aveilability at BAKLETTA, with particular ref

ta 372 Bn whicn 18 on guard du.ies, yet figures as Ert
lab, also on our Order of Battle.
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Declassified E.O, 12356 Section 3.3/NND No.

LIATSON WITH S MR E _ I6 Jan 44
.- i, p.
Col PULIZZI Can he have something writing,please, about new arrangements
rfnr tpt in APULIA.

'.".--—_1-
(tpt) KE Tpt 10r 2I0 Artieri Coy for I9 inst is being requested to-ddy:

0, 1IX Corpa have reguested cancellation of tpt for b5I9 GAF Tp
/\ " from GROTTAGLIE to BARI , as tpt has already been completed
by rd with vehicles provided by allied H{;

Lt Col GUIDA }“w I00I GIC probably completed to-day.

1002 GTC unlikely to be completed by 25 inet, m;aaﬁgftﬂ

(mob) GRS brought over from SARDINIA X - letter to foXiod.
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Declassilied E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND HNo.

LIATSON WITH SMRE 14 Jan 44

. Col PULIZZI Advised poen of:-~ amn wagons from Calabria for DAPINO Gp
alr force and navy tpt needs
(tpt) recovery ol mob rly wksp in SICILY
reguisitioning of vehs for rly in Sicily
requeat of two rly coaches ior tpt of
sick in APULIA

On the subject of the 1200 solaler workers Ior BARI who

did NOT materislise for thne tpt laid on for them, it seems

the tps were already in BAWI, and the tpt should NOT hare

been masked for.

Tpt for Z2I0 Artieri Coy NOT yet laid on., They were follow

ing usuml procedure pf walting to receive coniirmation of

numbers etc; Ifrom the Army Corps.

Gen MATTIOLI Demobbed tpes from North Italy are retained with their unit
until they produce written evidence of having found cilian
emp., It is NOT practicable to eliminate these men from
rita before they are sent to the ports ilor lab. MATTIOLI
takes the line that we do NOT need to bother about these
matters of detail any longer, as he will make it his Job
to see that we get the totulse we ask for. dSimilarly he
is only interested in the totals of parade states for each
centre, and thesc mme the only figures he will have avsailable.,
Requested him to pass them on to us about the.middle of
each week,.

Tps are sent on leave on two main grounds:- Br'i :1‘?
Compassionate leave, as we understand it;
Azricultural leave,
Compassionate leave is for few days only, Agricultural
leave may be up to 3 weeks., There is no leave granted
1n the ordinary sense, Percentage on leave therefore besas
no fixed relat.on to strength of unit, as it varies with
the composition ol the unit, i.e. whether many farm workers
etec., MATTIOLT 1s leaving this aspect, too, to the dis-
cretion of the local lab coma., agd just concerning himself
with the totals [or the area.
Col MATIANA is NOT yet in TARANTO. Meantime Gen LOMBARDI,
at COMANDO PRESTDIO R.FE. 18 answering for lab matters.

Col LELLA Leit SMRE to-day Lo take comd of IS0 Inf Regt.

{ops)
It Col MILLEFTIORINI
engr

(mob) ~ Latest details of /rits for 8 Army are now:-

200 to leave provisionally on I7 inst
200 two or three days later.
Coniirmation to-morrow.
CALLING-UP: The 1924 clasa has alreadylkeen calleu up, except
for small numbers inCALABRIA. I9-year olds are
liable in this war; in great war it was down to,

(&




Declassi1fied E.Q.

LIATISON WITH

Gen MARIOTTI

Lt Col PIZZOLINI
(lab )

It Col PANEHAT

(telecomns)

Lt Col CHIAPPARELLI
(gerv arty)

Col PULIZZI
(Lpt)

Gen MARIOTTE

LT Col MILLEFIORINI
(mob )

12356 Section 3.3/NND HNo.

SMRE

I3 Jan &4

With comd, re recruiting additional MT personnel
combat@nt divs
carabinieri

lefs message for Gen MATTEOLI re situation at BARLETTA.
Approx 300 rfte regquired to complete requirements
there, and allow for shifts. Accn no problem.

Enquired whether hihey knew gnything about #£fts for
RART on previms day being cancelled - they heard
about it late in the af.ernoon. Are making enquiries.

Advised of arrangement for passing their comns for
Naplea via s8igs office Bari.

For comns between BWECCE and FRANCAVILLA they have

at present only one line betlween LECCE and BHINDISI,
and one line BETWEEN BRINDLSI and FRANCAVILLA.

The former has to serve all comns from LECCE to
BARTY ( phantom line NOT working properly ) and it is
di+ficult with the priorities far Govt calls 1o
synchronize both secs of the line to FRANC VILLA.

Advised about posn of Bereti.a automatics and amn

suppused to come fwom SERDINIA; if the matter has
NOT been settled this has to be done thro ’E-ﬁFQ'

Complained of continued delay in providin t%‘tf’ or

amn destined to DﬂPINﬁﬁﬁp from CALABRIA. Lﬂtté¥tiﬂ
reputed to be actuaily short ol certain types of amn.

Requested decision about two hospital coaches for
conveying sick and wounded in APULTA.

Prospected move of 68 Regt to DAPINO Gp. When this
is guthoriesd they will need 50 trucks Ior animals
glone. POGGIA — BENEVENTO - NAPLES line now work-
ing — about five traines per day 1in eanch direction.

300 engr rfts for 8 Arm. NOT yet ready TOo move, Latest
intm ie that they will be ready on I5

Delivered s.g about combsztant dive and tixed appoint-
ment with Marshal MESSE for I000 hre to-moTrTOoW.

Nothing new about GT coys. Thinke the gap has been
narroned for 2nd coy, but wiil give me further detalls
10-moTrIrow.
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Declassified E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No.

LIAISON WITH SMRE

Lt Col PTWEOLINI

NN
(lab ) WL >

.

Lt Col CANNCNE
(mob)

I2 Jan 44 contd.

Senior Italien lab @ffr in BARLETTA:
Col Tommasc AIELLQ I5° Regt Fanteria

Col Maiana has NOT yet taken up higduties at Rarento.

IT Corps instructed to apply forthwith for tpt for

moving 2I0 Artieri Coy to ACERRA - and an offr
to report at once to I05 DCRE.
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