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SABJECT: Use aof Aruy persounsl for Hnrrultggﬂ

LAND FORCES BUB-CO8:, AC (MMIA)
0 / 104

[ Jun 40

Kinistry of War

Heforence your ALB73/I1 dated £6 May 45.
d3=10-14

l. The matter is now being convidered by A.V.J.0G. , Who ere
in posseusion of all the relevant facts connected with thie problem
and will be giving & decimion shortly.
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FHCH, : KIN OF WAR HeF s 211672/11 i
21 3=10=14 '
T : MY 1A

E.H.E i MAY EE! "'I'lr 5‘.
SUBJECT s Use of military porsopnel Az farg labour,
This 4s in reply to letter No G/104 of Aprll 27,45,

la We have taken note of the contents of the above letter
cencerning the impossibility of using= this year = Arny perconnel in
harvesting and threshing operations,

o The measures already adopted for the relemse of the sarlisy

classes (1913 and previous ones = 1st four months pericd of 1914 ) will
urndoubtedly contribute to alleviate the crisis which threatened « and

i6 8t111 threatening - in come aread dus to a shortage of loeal labour,
but will not suffice to avert it al together,

3a In the FUGGIA area and in the province of MATERA
during the height of harvesting and threshing operutions
mddle of July ) there are needed about 10,000 and 12,
over and above the ampunt of local labour,

y for exanple,
( begining of June -
000 workers respectively,

FA The Ministries of dgriculture and Forests and of Industry, Commerce

and Labour are all ready taking steps to deal with this grave criele in accordancs
with the 1imited peans at there disposal,

De A measure which would contribute to Solve the problem would seenm
to be that of organising in the provinces of FUGGIA and MATERA & reserve of
3,000 German P.W,s properly selected and placed under the command of Italian
personnel, to be employed in the event of a labour shortage,

fg Please inform re of the deeislon - which I am

kindly asking your
Sub = Comm to take without dﬂ%ﬁy = concerning

thie iwportant ard vital matter,
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PERS ONAL

EI‘iE. G}E HlﬂdlﬂF. GEE.
=3 Org, AFHQ., CMF,

?9 A.Pril ] 191:5-

Thank you for your letter of «3 April,

I fully aegree with you, that it is not at all a
happy idea to use the Italien Armmy for barvesting,

I hope very much thet it will riot be proposed

officiaslly but there are & nunber of points which weould give
it sane weight,

If ene azsumes that the hervests are of VEry cone
8iderable importance, as we must in the present circumgtances

of global food shortage, there will be great pressure to ene
sure thet lebour of sane zort is provided,

The only alternativefto military personnel are Fi
and eivilian lsbour. I think it is probable thet a lot ceould
bée done with FPa¥s, If this doea not become possible civilian
labour could be used, but the treuble ia that this leads to
many camplicetions, For instance essential labour at peorts,
docks and depots drifts away and pay questiona arige,

However, I think the answer may be the use cf W
and T hope we shall not be faced with the problem at all,

i,
X
ours dﬂﬂﬂiita~£ilﬂfﬂ
5 W& lhantly

(LAied o

Major General lansley EBrowning,CB, OBE,}C.,
lLand Forces Sub Canmiission,"

Allied Camission (124TA)

ROE,

LENC
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CUBJEOT: Bmployment of Military persormel
on sgriouliural Work

LAND FOROES OUBe(OM, AC (X A )

¢

_',-.'.-'-:':,:;_ : G/94
'y M

27 Ape 6

i MINISTRY OF WAR

r

#

Jour letter ref 15740 of -1 Apr 40 is Morely acknowledzed.

la This HY hus heard Verbally from AFHQ that NO militery
pervonnal will be used on hurvesting this yesr.

E, Under the eireunmstances, no action is being tuken on your
letter,
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PERSONAL
LAND FOMCES SUBwCOM, AC (MMIA)

G/104

o

|

s A 45

I hear that thore is a certaln ansount of talk in AC on
the m=ttor of repeatig the same business oo lnst year vhen tome
20,000 soldiers had to be sent from the Army to assist harveuting
in FOCCIA.

I gather IRGLENEN t:iked to you abouf 1t and that you
wore againat it, This Is just & line to say that I think the
whole fdea i simply monstrous, The Itallen Ariy, partdailarly :
at the present time, bus a full time Job to do and the ldea of
taking 20,000 away for clvilian work is siluply fambastle, even if
we could dermde Districts and Arwdes to that extont, 7There are
milliona of civiliang in ITALY and thousands of unemployed, II AC
have not had the foresight or huve not got the ability to do the
dvilian job (which is their task, not wine) I think that 1s a
protty rotiten shows

In any event 1 will fight tooth and nail te nt one
glngle Italian soldiexr going to the harvesting in VUGGIA because I :
foel so strongly about 4%, and 1 am sure that ron will do the same. i

I ar oo glad they looked after you while in our Mess the
other day. I am sorry 1 was on tour at the time,

| -

r r I
I
]




flepord of Coavarsatiom torl_Tile 0{191:-4?’_”,

Nr. 41 Fede of Labour Bub - Com. visited Lt. Col.
IHGLEDEW of MMIA 1 ApXe
Lt. Gol. INGLEDEW stoted that there were HO Italian

military personnel available for barvesting {hig yeur.

il

Lt. Cole
GE.

Lheti= MA for Gaelis
g of &
A

Q
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| i

| COFY INGCCMING SIGNAL
FROM @ HQ ALCGY CITE ACEXC 12 U¥T B w2
] AV e
SSEIER e w4 4
TO i G=B AFHQ RESTRICTED e

REF : 5277 ROUTINE o 01 =

;-;

wxilid

SUBTECT 1§ MILITARY PERSONNEL FOR FOGGIA HARVEST (*) /ﬁ}"‘}_//

FARA ONE (*) UNDERSTAND G-3 ORG FURIEGN AFHQ HAS REUESTED MMIA TO
LAKE SUGGESTIONS AS TO HOW TWENTY THOUSAND MILITARY FERSONNEL MAY HE
FOUND FOR FOGGIA HARVEST (*)
PARA THO (*) NO FORMAL DEMAND HAS YMT BERI MADE BY THIS HQ FOR ANY
MILITARY FERSONMEL FOR THIS PURFOSE (%)
F/RA THREE (%) FLANS NOW EEING FORMULATED AND WILL EE COMMBNICATED
TO YOU IN DUE COURSE J
IN1 DIST

C.he BREC,

ECONQLIC SkC. (3)

LAND FORCES S/C

OFFICE OF EXEC. COMMISSICHNER

300 Ma jor TALECT E

U QISTRIBUTICH ; ;
__._..-—l'""-.—___ .'..- i

Actlon copy: G/104
Jw 12 April
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