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1e 7 Officers and 112 O,Rs. arrived on 4 Sep to
be trained for Ord. Fd. Fk., 2 W/8hops Storea Sections
and ADOS Dump Staff.

24 Treining commenced on 6 Sep after personnel
hed been selected an Clerks or Storemen, Drivers i/c,
Electricians, Cooka and r.D. men,

Je Clerks and Storemen received treining as per
copy syllabus attached. Perasomel selected for ADOS
Dump Staff received additional training in these dutles,
A1l Storemen have been teated in Driving ond are capable

of driving vehicles up to 3 ton. Drivers i/c have been
inatructed in Maintenance of thelr vehlcles,

o Clerks and Storemen have worked extremely well
and results of the Practical Scheme were very good indeed,

Officers and men should be quite capable of perfonalng
their departmental duties,

He The trainees were despatched %o their Div, staging
erea on 23 Sep.
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CONFIDEITTAL.

NOTES ON VISIT 10 CREMONA DIVISION.

Ceneral remarks.

— - wm e s mme ke sl s

l. Age of Officers,

A pood many officers appeer to be too old to
accompany the Diyision in an active role, for instance one Captain
comnanding a Company was i3 years old. lie was however well reported on
and is himself very amcious to stay.

™o of the Battalion commandiers did not make a very favourable
impression, either from age or inesctiwvity. Names are omitted as 1t i
not possible on such short acquaintance to condemn them,

2. Care of men,

I do not think it has over been a custum in the Italian
Army to look afler the comfort of the men, HRadical changes will have
to be made, and Officers will have to be instrmicted in their duties In
this respect,

l—\.
L

4 ,I-I-'Eﬂ .5_]:’11_1 ﬂtl & »

Very bad indeed, with few exceptions. Fost billets are
far too overcrowded and badly ventilated. The men sleep Wwhere they can,
mich too close to each other to be hypienle., Straw in mattresses is not
changed repularly. DBeds are not lssued, but 1ln many cases tha men have
constructed beds out of scrap wood. The remainder sleep on mattresses

on the {loor,
It is easy to see that Officers do not vieit thelr blllets or attempt

to remedy things. Some penior Officers were vagues as to the exact location
of thelir billets,

s Washing arrangements,

Very bad. len wash as and where they can. Only saw
two units vhere improvised showers had been rigped up,. The viater shortapge
in most districte visited dees not help matters, but more could be done

to improve matters.

5« Sanltation.

AMmost non-existent. Medical Officers of units do nov- appear

to realise the importance of drainage. lo effort 1s made to r:lEan hj'B'ﬁ'Fu
or to use disinfectant, except in certain places like Medlical Stores e

which were clean and well kept,

(14 Cook=housesg.
———— learly all cook-houses are in the open, and therefore flies

abound, lood stores close to cook-houses are not fly-proofed and in many
cages the cooks sloep alongside the food, Lack of accomodation in willages
ig partly the cause, but on the other hand it should have been possible
originally to take over proper billets, cook-houses, etc. instead of hovels,
It was apparent that the selection of suitable places as cook=houses was
not considered important, any kind of broken-down shed being allotted for

the purpope,
Cooks themselves wdre not too clean,

Amisaments
fia . Little or nothing is done for the men. They look alter

themselves., A few wireless sets are in possesslon of some units.
o organised pames sppear to take place.




Declassified E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No. TYHS DA

h L] ”ﬂ El't-h [ ]

9e Food,

10,

i
i
N

- L}
|||||
¥

]
'i‘ ] i
e

(2) CONFIDENTIAL.

Malaria and stomach troubles are the chief maladies, As regards
the former, no effort seems to be made to flyproof doors and windows
except in the case of the 2nd Bn 321 Inf.Rect, ardd one or two other units.

There are no mosquito nets at all ; only a few face veils and gloves
provided for sentries, (Doubtful whether they wear them).

Mary fredh cases of malaria reported, as well as recurrent cases,
The situatkon cannot be improved in malarial districts unless provision
of nets is undertaken, and gtagnant water dealt wlth,

colie and other stomach aiflictions are obviocusly due to flies and bad
water and it is not surprising that there are so many affected in view of
the laclk of attention given to such matters,

e whole Medlcal staff of the Divieion mist wake up to the fact that
their duby is to prevent slclmess as well as cure it. Infirmaries and
medicel inspection rooms are on the whole well maintained, but [Hyglene &

sanktation are sadly neplected.
Supplies of medical stores seem to Le adequate,

The Officers all say that the men have enough to eat, The man, when
questioned (Ufficers present) say the same. txamination of the meals being
prepared in coclk-houses, however, show ithat meals could be wvery mich
improved without adding te the ration, both as repards method of coolding
and variation of the diet.

The usual meal consists of soup wilth meat, bread, macaroni & vegetables
in 44,

Lack of prpper cook
diet,

@ation stores were on the whole well kept. kost unite wvere careful to
point ocut that the Cfficers fad on the same ration as the men.

lacbra purchase of vepetables and frult is carried out by unit Supply
Of ficers and bills paid by the accounting (fficers. Supply Officers keep
n daily record of supplies recelved and issued, but no signatures are
obtained for the latter. There is no real proof, theraiore, that sub-units
are receilving the correct ration. This system migt be changed at once,

ing utensils may partly account for non-variation of

Wine,which should be a daily lssue, i5 rarely obtained oftener Ibh:m
evetry live days or so, largely due to l1ack of wine in Sardinia, and lack

of tyansport. Some units are better off than others in this respect, 36 1 8

Hread ip pood and usually baked under unit ATTANCEMEenLS .

Fruit is purchased by all unite locally, Une unit (2nd Bn 21 Inf Regh)
ran 8 Truit canteen., This was the orly one seen during the whole Lour,
Normally no canteen of any sort erista.

Tobacco,

Poor quality shapg. The quality of the tobacco and the lack of
giparetta paper do not make it an attractive commodity. Officers buy
smerican clgarettes from the Black Market for 90 or 100 lire per packet

of 20 ciparettes.
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Ll. Equipment and Stores accounting,

Ledrers are well kept as repgards
belng up to date, bult here agedn receipta are lacking, The scoldiers!
pergonal equipment is recorded (sometimes only in pencil) but he does
not sign Tor it., If he is deficient of an artlcle he is presumed to
have lost 1t and has to pay for a new one, :

A system asimilar to the British Army Form H.1157 shoulsd be introduced,

i-.&c?rtj of stores, etc, on Company charge is kept on a form similar
Lo British Arvmy Form (.1o90, and seems to be well maintained.

12+ Company, etc. Hecorda,

ominal roll and Company Hecord Book well
ept in duplicate in all units. Coy.Comdr. carries one and Coy, 2nd
in comd, the other, Iooks are renewed each year, 'the book contains
personal detalls rerarding each Officer and man on the Coy. atrength,

13, E’:_’_'-
Unit Pay & Accountinpg Officers run all mattars relating tc pay.
Officers have Pay Books, other ranks not., The latter are paid at the
pay teble in public, vhich 15 considered ouflicient proof that they
have recelved their money,
An alteration of this system is necessary.,

1, lraining,
Has not been carried out to any large extent owing to lack
of ahoes. llowever, attempts are made to keep units busy mainly on
theoretical worlk, lectures, weapon training and physieal tralning.
Occaglonal exercises on the ground take place and a number of TENTS
for Oificers and N.C,O's, which the Divisional Comlr, attends,
Unit programmes are submitted weckly, the most important lesson of
the week belng Ystarred" for information of Div.Hgrs. In other naspects
programies are sketehy. Some days only one pubject is attempted, ingt --
of providing variety, s irgg? {
In the past there has been little incentive to training, but with a’°
definite object in view this should change, Fagerness to learn the new
weapons was expressed freguently.

several Offilcers were unshaven, snd consequently many of the
troops &g well, Tt will be difficult to change the naticnal habit of
Imﬂ'h]:fﬂﬂ:!.ﬂﬂ the daily shave, but thlg will have to be done as soon as
the Dlvision arrives at its new loecation,

16, Uniformity.
| Naturally uniformity of dress cannot be achievd until the
Division isn entlirely clothed. It is noted that the Divisional colours
on the collar are worn by all ranks conscientiously 3 not 5o medal

ribbons,
An adequate supply of Divipional ribbon has been indented for, which

‘i%’l:lid improve matbers, as at present ribbons vary in colour and many are




Declassified E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No. /% S0ORAC

.1.'-

CONF 1UEKTIAL,

16, Uniformity (contimed)

Medal ribbons are not universgally wormn. Apart from the obvicus
fact that ribbon is scarce, there appears to be a defeatist fecling
amonget Officers and many are ashamed to wear them, Though this may
scem & small point, I condider it very dmportant from a morale aspect,

Certain medals were undoubtedly issued under the Fascist regime j
perhaps the Ministry of War could issue a directive on the subject
aof the wearing of ribbons,

Fhysical fitness.

Priyosically the men appear satisfactory but the yuestion of astamina
is problematical, Fany of them have been on very short rations, and
many of them at one time or anobther have suffered from malaria.

food feeing and plenty of exercise should improve thelr condition,

Discipline,
Lacking in some cases., It is impossible Lo assess 1ts
standard without a more intimate knowledge of units, The same applles

to morale in general,

Vehicle medntainance,

(m the whole good, thoupgh vehicles themselves are in a very poor
condition owing to lack of spare parts, tyres, etc,

hepairs are well carried #ut consldering the lack of material and
tools. Vehicle log books and work tickets are well compiled,
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MAPS AND CHARTS TOO LARGE TO FILM

ON ONE EXPOSURE ARE FILMED CLOCKWISE

BEGINNING IN THE UPPER LEFT CORNER.,
LEFT TO RIGHT, AND TOP TO BOTTOM.

SEE DIAGRAMS BELOW.
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Commandle Div.Ftr,.Cremona
Vice-Commandante
Stato Maggiore
Quartier Generale
Hﬁgartﬂ Commando
Ufficio FPostale
© Sezlone mista CCRR

© Drappelle automobilistico

Divisione CRIMONA,

219 Rptl Ftr. -~ comando
1 btg.
11 btg.
2l cpeymortal da 81

229 Regt.Ftr. - comando
I btg.
1T btg.
22 cp.mortal da 81

321° Rgt.Ftr. - commando
L ht'El
IT bte.
321 cp.mortai da 81

CXIII btg.mitra C.A.

. - - = e

7° Rgt.Art. - commando
I gr. da 1,9/19
Il gr. da 100/17
II.I gri dﬂ T ET
IV gr. da 75
3Ll btr. da 20 mm,

70 Cp. puastatori
Ll cp. mista t,.rt.

By sezlone di sanita

5Ly pezlone di susslstenza

350 mutosezione pesante

Bly ospedale da campo
Sﬁh 0! fpﬁddlﬂ da campo
reparto di sanita

Yattarda
Pattada
Fattoda
Fattada
Pattada
Pattada
Huoro

Fattada

Bitti
Oruno
Htti
Bltti

Nuoro
Nuoro
Oliena
Oliena

Bono el
Budduso
Bolotana

BOWO

Ozieri

Ozieri
Cagliari
Oschirl
Borchidda
Czleri
Fattada

Huoro
Fattada

Ala del Sardi
Budduso
Pattada

G,b.lpzs,.
UsbespR,
T.C,ope.
Cap.cpl.

FRIMTERT, Clemente,
ZAMISSI, Glacomo.,
GAUDIOS0, Nicola,
GHASSINI, Haffaelo,

Col,spe. VALENTE, Gustavo,
I.C.spe, BEZZI, Leopoldo,
l+Cespe. SEDTTi_, Dino,
Cape.cpl, BARTOLINI, Emildo,

Col.spe, TOMUASINI, Lorenzo,
Magg . spe. LIGUORI, balvatnrﬂ.
Cap.cpl, lﬂ'E.EGNE, Ant.nniﬂ.
(PRY,

Col.spe, F H I .
Happ., npl.cmmmm Fallio,

Talls gpe, LMEEJI Eilﬂ.iﬂ.
Cape.cpl, DELL'ELID, Henzo,

Mage,.ris,SIVIFRI, Giulio,

Col.spe, CATANEA, Amadeo.
T.Ceopa, MARCANTE, Gino,
Cap,spe. SERGIO, Bugenio,
Magp .5pe BENVENUTI, Enrico.
Cap.cpl. LORENZETTI, Luigi.

Ten.spe, LAZZARATO, Ludgl.
Cap.cpls COLAT, Renato,

Cap,ope, GUARNERA, -
Ten,cpl, VALSENNI j
Ten.cpl, Hﬂlﬂ:‘-llltli, Glorglo.
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