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CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJECT: Orgunisation of the Infantry bn

LAND FORCES UB=COMs #.Ce
(Ma21.0ia)
File Ho. 8/G/29/20

| Dec 44

: MINIGTHY OF lwH

la The attached letter G3=1ll of £8 lNovember from 53

BLU proposes somé amondments to the eatublishment of the
Infantry Battulion.

2 Pleuge examine these proposguls und let us know
vour views.

Ja The a=ame letter has =lgo been referred to other
BLU's for comnments.

Mu jor General
M. M. 1. As
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51 TLU Conpnents,
(n) Jeeps in Pnr Fl. Agreed. Th

of Jeeps.

Gp has now received its Dull Y.L,
The Deposito liotdle lns, in

ct, already hnd then.

18 Combat
'

':if'} Scout Pl. The proposal to use the swplus sc F1 Comd &s L0 to Rert HY wos
not rotified o 4nis TiU. It is agreed thot this LO is ¢ssential, and that the
fonner 3o Comdt should ™M1l this aorointnant; end else thatl an oliloel
A Edn the Anf bn WeD. should HNOT be

alrepdsy
o I,] 1 ﬂ_'_w';_.'. fivim 1=
be attochied a8 10 to Hepgt HE

paairned Job in the bn to

e H2 TILU Coiunents,
i NPy

already covered by ftie renmerics
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Neferancs 5/G/20/20 dated 11 December 1944

- BN L r = " — T 1 e

Aeprardineg the rronecsals of 53 HLU concarnine the W, B, of an

-

Infantry Battallon of a Combat Group, we inform you of the Tellowine ! -

1, (a) A decreecses of one redlieal officer wontld not be advisahls
- gincea infantry units are llable to pgre=atesr casunlties
in action,
iriem at tires it i3 often necessary In action to
R.A, s, either when the front lire ics Far
the rear echelen or when it ig enlarved (in
rountainous areas for exanpla),
e arnrove of the sdditior of one quartersaster
(captain) to the #.E, of a TFattalion, bubt he st net
be the gsecond 4in cormand, This is tn eveoid confusicn
with the difference between the ltallan svstem and the
Pritish, the arpcintment of second] in command beling
Amsimned to be roye oparat ional than sdpinisbrative,

'here are not two subalterns in Bn Hio,, but two
nftricers « cne as ! T officer (cantain) and the other ns
clhanical warfers officer (gubsltern)., Their dutles can
he seen from thelr appeintrents, The chemical warfare
officer can be erploved as intellirence officer, since
the fornar has 1ittle o do as such.

e thirk the rrovcsal to A1ffersntiate batwean the e lrj =
role of coy emdr ard HQ Fl endr Has glready been

settled,

It does nct seer neceasary to allot other officera to

the HQ platoon, which is already commanded by a subaltern,
since the 3 sections (H.0. services, ¥.T.) which consti-

LR | Fu i

tute the platoon are at tha worent comranded Ly .C.L's,

e think that each pionesr platoon shonld be allotted

two carriers in lieu of the jeeps, which are not rranted
wing to thelr unavaillability,

The total strength of the plonesr platoon in the presant
#.Ee 15 one cfficer and 31 N.C.0's and men and not 32

He Gl s and van, as wes stated in the letter from 53 ELU,
“ith the eventuzl z2lletment of ancthar officer o Batialicn
He Ue 85 Sunrtermster, the total V.M. would be 21
officera, 43 N.0.0'g gnd FO5 men,

(Spd) CENERAL SANTT
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