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3 TRANSLATION
FROM: Minigtry of War. REF: 4/120/Serv.
T0: M.M.I1.4. DATE: 20 January 1947,

SUBJECT:~ Piat bombs - Defective fuzea.

Bolzano Wilitary Territorial Command has informed us that, during
the training of recruits called-up in August of last year, 6£0% of
the Piat bombs assigned did not explode.

The bhombsz used were primed with fuzes bhelonging to lot 89/43.

Palermo Military Territoriasl Command has informed us of o gimilar
ineident both at 11 C.A.R., where 45% of the bombs did net explode,
and at 10 Coy 6° Inf Regt of "Aocsta" Bde where out cf 6 hombs
Fired none explcded.

Palermo Wilitary Territoriel Comuand arranged Ior a technical officer
who has complled the report attached in copy, 1O ingpect the bombs
on iasue to units under ite command.

oe Hwmoe y
Since therpe 3s rio -osaibility of subsituting the defective fuzes
which amount ﬂjgfﬂﬁlMPtﬂlJ to 2000, _we beg your Misaicn to kindly
arrange for their substitution and, ‘Would be obliged for any
information and suggestions rﬁﬂurdlnL the inecidents mentioned.

sed, LIUZZI 0
re&2ll. - t
i
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FROM: Detached Arty Gection Palermo. REF: 3/2758/Wun.,

T0: Arty H.Q. Palemmo Militery Territorial Command. DATE: 12.11.1946

SUBJECT:— Inspection British ammunition.

Reference signal 6597/03/k of 10 inst of Palermo WMilitery Tercitorial
Command - Services COffice.

From technical visual inspection carried out on the Piat bomabs it
appears that:

- the smmunition is in an excellent atate of atorage;

- the bombs =re stored in their original packings, in a dry and ainy
plece and do not show any trace of oxidisation, either externally, or
in the cavities for the storing of the fuzes, or the tube carrying the
propelling charge;

- the fuzes, well sealed in the special containers, are preserved Ifrom
deteriorating causes,

The incidents complained of during firing refers to non-explosion
on impect of & considerable pergemtage of the bombs.

Taking mccount of the excellent state of storage of the bombs and
relative amccessories, presumlng, as 1t is logleal to presune, the
excellent state of storage of alsc the explosive forming the internal
charge, the non-explogion must be attributﬁd to the failure of the fuze
to funetion on land or target due tu percusaion defect.

In fact two typea of percussion fuzes ere lald down for use with
the bombs, one of which ensures reguler functioning due to the greater
protrusion of the go called thimble, and the different internal
construction.

The non-explosion complained of can be checkxed by L.LElll'l,Eﬁ"lIEthhEr
type of fuze, 58

Prom information recé#eved personally from tlie genior Britigh oflicer
attached for training purposes, the above facts are confirmed; in
particular a/m officer has confirmed that approximptely 30% of non-
explualﬂna are due to this type of fuge being defective,

gzd. CUTTITTA
Capt.
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& Pritish Lisisomn Unit
Tel : 28052

Ref : Q/7/1

16 Jen. 1947
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ar received from 5 C.,ALR., 18 pPorvarded for informas=

may consider NHCES SATY .

Vg

Extract of leti
tion and such action 88 YOU

AUOTE " /
Ref., Letter 28032 = ¢/7/7 of 21.12.46.

During PIAT bomb throwing by PIAT Inf. during month
ipn Rubiern area, ( H,E, bombs being used ), 305, out

thwown, did not explode. (about 61/7)
ecl are of e umdndum mod. 975 and belong to 1ot uhid/ b

of llovenber 'L6,

1,
of 1,97 bombs
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The chemist of the Detached 3eotion of Art, of
"ulermo who has recently inspected the Bri tish smmo atored
in depots of the 4foressid sgetion, hus etuted in his
TEPOYT T0 have oXxamined the plat vombs manufuetured during
1942 and 1943,

At present as the burating charge ot said bombs
has a period of Stablility limited to two Years, becuuse of
the gradual decomposirtion o 1ha high percentsge of
nitroglicerine of the ex|losive, we usk you if suld bombs

can be used without preijudice by the units and what becurity
instructions csn be adopted, -

In easse the boubs in questlion e:
used, we usk you to inform us on the ne
TO be taken or the mutier.

N no lecnger be
Ceusary arrullpgementy

To Set

AfQ
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LAND FORCES P caw, AC (3o7IA) C
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Y 131 A

/ .j’ Jon LT

fubjecty Awamition = Italian Avmy

thils Hyde lettar 159 8 of 8 Jan 47,

" it 18 vreported tini al the 4 C. AR, (Tradrding Depod) VERONA
A runbdr of nislires heove been obtained with PIAT Vearbar Boobs, The Ter
inietyy heve roqieated thet thisc rmpition ba ezamined fer tealnical

isalin,

2o A5 the Depot at Verona is within easy resch from I'adus ey
e wielt, 1f poasible, be inchided in the wromrame of a Britich AR
under C.H.G. comErol,
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Information on American Ammuiitlon (Cont'd)

Tt 46 roquested that esch individual glven acoces to these books be mde
vised that information vontained therein is ros'»ittod nnd may be diwvilzed
only o persons vhone worlk ramilres such nowledre,

FOR THE COMFANDING GRERAL:

Incly Fetract firom Ord Tecolk
Infv Lir, Ho, 2R
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HEADZUARTERS
FENZNSUTAR BASE SECTION
.LIU TEJ-.

M- G jan

BrORD

SUBJICT: ‘Technical Information on U.S, Anmunition,

T Commandin- General,
JI‘-‘|-l-::.J..1-II|.,.-|. F .T_I.l 5. 1 E-II'I.
Italian Arny, [
/

AFC 9L, o
khx{'{ !p;)

Iand Forces Sub-Commission, A.C,

Reguest that the Tollowing DF transmitted Lo the ITtalian hinim;ry
Ol ar: y,

Tour inborest in raporuln; the details of an exylosion which oecurr—
ed at Hettuno on 13 kareh 1¢ Oh6 invelving an ! mrricﬁn L05mm phosphorous
shell is appreciated,

This jn ident has been reported by cablesran bi Commanding
Goneral, LTCUGA, Tn Ehe same e safte o request was mode Fop pemiission to
furnash LEllﬂlCiJ Jn_nrjdljnn for your use. You will of cource understand
thatapproval of the Jar wanlannnu is necessary before this headquarters
can disseminate military inf ruation to another smovernment.

FOR THE COMAANUING CENERALS e

g _l{': £ 'L'-(-.'

J. D, VENsth
Mt o WLt

wland Fhilin anl Ciena, |

1 Inclosure:
Copy of
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Hefs copy of ettached lether from lin sty of

el

2a lequest that if eny information oy minuels o e evailable on the
functloning of the fuses ofthe I05 Lmeriocsn anrnl ion £ hat such be,
o -

rvarded to-us go that we may furnigh it © the ttalian Mindstry of Var,

t.C. WAN FIHK, JAJOR,
for Imjer=Gome »
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COPY TRAHSUATION

Whilst some american phosphporous shells eing sbacked in
one of bthe 1% Arb.Iserimental Dumps at Kettuno on 13/3/6 one of thcse,
with dinstantanecus fuge, wis aciidentally dropped g hieghit of aboulb
(), exploding, causing ious wounds, followed by the death of two workmen

ho werec sbucking

The fuse from bthe exploded shell was recovered, an investization

earried oub and it was dizcovere:d that Ehe exvlosion had occurred despl
fact that Lhe fuse wis equi-ped wikh the prever safeby, by centraifugal

{orce,

In order to tadn infornetion as to the gensibiviby of this fuse
and the eliieiency of the relative safeby deviee, we stripped a fuse, chesen
at randon from the a/m pliospherous ghells and applied it bo an ibalian inert
ghell; this shell wis Lhen dropped from a height of 1,40 ni., with Glie ogive
downwards, the fuse was then stripped and il was discovered Lhat the
glrileer deviece had worked and that the flame had erossed the vent,

lherefore bhe safety device of said fuse has also proved to be
inaflficient. The tesbt repeated with ancther Y fuses the result was aluays

Lhe sane,

e to the inefficiency and danger of the a/m fuse, the writer
ordered that the pliosphorous shells equipped with this fuse have llie fuse
removed if possible or otheryise have them destroyed.

e would like to lnow whebler, in Lhe pasbt, any wouble of

bhiis kind has occurred with said fuses,
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M Norter Bombs

[and Torces Sub Conmission, AC (rmIA) -

,,_-.—_-—__—_._“_"uu-—_u...—- s - . - W, S

neferonpe your Q 131A dated 5 Jul L6,

| r - . e i 1 2

L, ' provided that instructions contained in this GHY Ord Dlrective

pos/26/6(4) nated 22 May 16, are ohserved, no shearing ol teil-fins should

cocur in snn issued by British pepotse This defect is rarely met with on
pritich 3-in jior Practice Rangtse

2y Tpil=fin sheering cén ocoUr where the shove quoted are not
complied with, but since no bonbs charged 3 x 1004 3 X 280 grn cartridpes

were issued until 12 Jun L6 (for charging 6 x 100 gyn by Ttalians) there
hoild be no possibility of sver—chargedbombs having been used,

A The mmber of welding points on $adl wnits is no indication of
y ér strength, as different processes, such os spot, arc and projection welding
[ ‘ are employed during manifacture,

lie 1f the bombs were recovered Trom the River AHNO, their condition
| & /must be considered doubtful, as corrosion will weaken tail-unitse
De Tt should be noted that different sizes of charges often appear
/similar, and the srlyaped bombs mey have been irregularly charged durdng
operations for special ranging purposcs where the risk of ftail fracture
was nccepitable, The charges of a1l salvaged bomba should thereforse be

checked before use,

Plahnc wl[ue

.0, COLVILLE, YMaJor,
JC/AC for Major-General,
Tﬂi’.}ﬁ-

Copy to: G (Tre)
Ord
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Iran=lation

srom M.of W, Ref. 37389
To M.M.I.A, Date I3/6/46.

|

Subjeect_3" dlortar P actice.

Further to telephone message to Maj.Byatt's office,we would point
out that there hasg occurred,during 3" mortar practice carried

out by the "F'olsore" division "llembo Regt.,numerous cases(about
T2%)of one of the three direction fins coming away within the
wetipon:fins which as known,are attached to the tail of the homb
by means of electric apot welding,

It seems that the bombs used were part of a conaignment recovered
from the river Arno where this consignment had fallen when the

truck in which they were being transported overturned znd therefore

the electrie welded Spots may have become weakened by rust.

Rhe cuuse could thus be established it it were not for the faoi
that the welded spots on the a/m bomb vary from s minimum of
four to a maximuam of ten,therefore it is right to suppose that
the detachment of the fins is in relation to the number of welded
Joints,besides to itg efficiency,

Ffurther to the above,this Cen.Dir.would like to Imows

I))= whether your mi-sion hsas ever had inconviences of this kind
occur with the u/m bomb whilst being used by allied unitsg

2) - whether your mission has any knowledge of the nction taken
on the matter in the pPast,and whether you esn suggest what action
should be tuken in the a/m coge;

3) = whether You object to experimental practices heing carried
out,at our Nettuno Experimental Centre,in order to establish the
cAuse ol the inconvience so that we mey ke decide whot action
to teke in order to avoid the oceurrence of the inconvience
which may couse the weapon to jam with notable devisation of

tr&jectﬂry,PrEJudﬁcinﬁ the sufety of personnel and the training
viilue of the pragtices a0 2B “-]
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Subject 105 Brijieh Shell Explosgion.

4

Whilst some American phosphorous shells were being stacked in

one of the 1I° fArt.Experimental Dumps at Nettuno on the 13/3/46

one oi these,with instantaneons tuse,was accidentally dropped

from a height of about 6',exploding,coausing serious wounds,followed
by the death of two workuen who were gtacking ‘the shells,

Ihe tuse from the exploded ghell was recovered,un investigation
wag carried out and it was discovered that the explosion had
occurrcd despive the fact that the fuse was equiipped with the
proper salety deviee,by centrifugsl force.

In order to obtain information dg to the pensitivity of this fuse
and the efficiency of the relotive safety immex device,we stripped
a4 fuse,chosen at random from the a/m phosphorous shells and applied
it to an Italien inert shelljthis shell was then dropped from a
height of T.40 m,with the ogive downwards,the fuse was then stripped
and it was discovered that the Striker deviee had worked snd that
the flame had crossed the vent.

Therefore the sdafety device of gaid fuse has nlso proved to be
inefficient.The test repeated with snother 9 fuses the result
was always the sane,

Due to the inefficiency and denger of the a/m fuse,the writer ordered
that the phosphorous shells equipped with this fuse hm have the
fuse removed if possible or otherwige have Lhem destroyed.,

We would like to lnow whether,in the pastyany trouble of this
kind has occurred with said fuses,
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