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OF8/AG /] 6 July 1946

SUBJTOTy TFontoon Dridge - Flsaenza

T ¢ alindstry of Tublliao Works
(Mttn: oy Ty CGhezzi)

i, Oonfiming our convorsation, there is enclosed herewith
s gopy of the repart detod 24 June 1946 pextolning to poasiblo
irremulervitios in connectiow with the opoaration of the Irentocn Drldge
over ihes o Hivor et Pipnsense,

it is noted that the Pontoon Bridge ie undey the suporeision
alipn Hilitery Bngincero at FloconZa.

= i
I 4

of tho Lt

g would approcicte information on the actlon teken by yom
Ministyry in thie mattor, y

Al N f“"'"'-""/—;/ L g & -

10ULS Wo LAUGHIIN
!"'I-Eijﬂfl CuEe
Aating Deputy Director

2 Englosures - letter dateft 2L Juns 1946, Tile raforence AdLI/CEM/ 20/
1834, from C.E.M, Milan to 0.1,0, lLacbardia (Italisn
end Bnglioh)
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24 June 1046

fontoon Bridee PIACEINZA, MR Tialy Road 2p 1:200,00C

T el o s B o ey —————— oy _——

To. B.6214.,

U.L.0, Lombardie Licison Group, Allied Commission

following your request T Corward the report on Lthe
pontoon byidee st PTALEN4A

| o 'e cbove wentloned Lridege 13 = nonkoon conatructed by the
renio Vilibtere Itelirno of V'iscenza ond is the only bridere

erozging the . To between FNASTOVA and TAVIA, foreover, it is
the only cruasing ovver the i, on the mein north-south rounte

e =B OLOG M= 15k .

P Lt the pide of the publicly owned pontoon is a priveately
owned ferry pervice which the ovners run iu the none that the
pontoon should become unservicesble,

Je bn two occasions I have crossed on this pontoon only after
uging my suthority with the bridge mointenence perty to rejoin
the pontoons which had bren disconnected on the excunase that the
river wes running high. On these oecrgiong, civilisnse erossing
2t the anme time hed to give & considereble tip to the bdridge
maintenance party,

4 s On 23 June 46 at 1900 hrse I went to croos the pnntﬂunlgf e
vielting the lerge O%M Dump of 10U7 .3 200 wes told thaet théﬂﬁ;e
had been cut et 1600 hrs, but that I could use the privately owned
ferry 100 yerds awey by paying 1,000 lire, T then went to exemlne
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the bridege snd found that the pontoons had bean cut snd thet

two sdditionel pontoons were necessery to bridge the gap., 1T s&w
the colonel of the Ttelisn Nilitery fngineers of PTACT HZA

(I]r_:]. MOHUTLRATTO) who sterted telling me 211 kinds af +echnicel
detnile that were untrue, believing that I would be confused by
such technicelities. henn T 4old him thet T wes g 1litery
engineer he wns very servile nnd surpriscd and asid thet he
would be rble to £ind the edditionsl pontoonsz on the following
dpy end thet the bridge would be in commission on the day af terx,

Je 3ince militery engineers are used to deesling with tidel
rivers reguiring the addition =and extrection of pontoons Twilce
s dey onad sinee it 1s the dut, of the bridge meintenence nerty
to have resdy ot lesst four pontoons by the slde yf the bhridge
ao thet eny slterction in the level of the river osn be gdjusted
sithin helf en hour, T nn surprised and suspiclous es to why the

. -

aolonels
(a) Did not heve the pontoons rendy.

) Did not heve the bridge open 2t 19.00 hrse l.e. three

| J

hours ofter the rise of the level;

'onld nct commence work before the followlng day.

LJ
e

d) Could not heve the work completed before 25 June 1946.

Ba A1 militery vehicleg hetween 1600 hrs 23 June 1946 and
25 June 1946 must now make # detour of 42 1/2 wiles (68 Km) in
order to reseh (TLAI, TURIN ebtc. on & secondary roed which hes

been heavily bombed in meny pleces, Civilian traffic, given the
shortexge of petrol, must now use the privetely owned Ierry at
extortionnte prices which, st the rate of vehicies ps3sing at the

tire of my visit, would ensure 200,000 lire deily for tne
pronrietor.

o Therefore, the sction of the Colonel of the Cenio I"illtare
of PTASTIIZA cshows et lemst e criminel negligence et a time when
ropd trangport, conservation of petrol; eto. 18 uMOAT nNecessery

in reconagtrmetlon.

| (Bpd) T. J. Howorth
'ajor RE
0. 1/c/ Milan Office
Chll Branch
/v Hg Allied Commiosion
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1) L suddatto nonte, dnl tipo pontone gollepgirnte 2 ateto
yabruito dal nioc "dl1itere Itnlivne od ¢ il soly gaistente
18l Sresuo ] fiune "0 fre Yamaotova e 'nvias Tele c}.ut:? QOB GL
iaea inoltrs A1 molo mttrsavarsrmonko del Po sulls grende
! e T ¢ i ' a T o .

£

) . £ipnco del ponitonre, cl 1 proprieti _“111.11;11-'.‘1:, 1‘[ 'L'l:"mf"l
':'I xa

it 2tV

I~

o d1 *reghottio claposto deril suol proprieteri ne

gporense che 1l pontone dilvonge inserviliile,

) ™n dug onessioni ho etitreaversseto 11 suddafto pontonn ed
rhbedus 1g volte dovetti usere dells pie suborith con il perac-
nnle plddetto slla manutsnzione deal ponte, per 1ar ‘.'“'*F'Jlﬂlf""‘tm‘

i veri elementi gellegeienti che ersno stetl sconneasl :ﬁ]_(t

aratesto c": 1 fivme sro in piens. In queste slinoee QCQHA :L,

del ecdivilil clie ettroversnvano 11 pontone J}t,rﬁr!,uh ro PRgere ung o
ponpzrue nencio nl personsle rddetto =lle manuiengione.
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4) T1 23 Gilugno 1946, nlle ore 1Y, dopo avere viositeto il

grande Depogito O di Vodens, Ml recnl pd sttraverssre il

=) £ ’ .
tone e venni informeto che gquest'ultimoe ers steto tsgliato

pontone venni ]

elle ore 16 ma ohe, psgendo 1,000 live, avrel paftuto usare

131 derviszic priveto a1 treghetto, dispoasto s meno di 700 meitrd
14 digtenza, 11 1ra2cni nllore ed eseminayre il ponte & troveld

ohe zli elemensi sallegmienti erano ats ti teglinti, @ chie due
gl trl ne sorebberc ocaeoy '

ardi ner colmare i1 yuote, Vidi inolire

{1 Molornellsc del Genio ilitere di Placenza (Col. fontere tto)
inesd | ' jth d1 dettagli taeoniei, che

ricul tevanoe inesethl, credeide &1 confondermi per meazwo di essi,

urndo 1o informet che ern un ingegners millivere rimage molto

ag e dicherd cha avreube troveto per 1'indomari
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i spllescinntl nscesanri e chie i1 ponte seyebbe siato
menso 1in gervizsio 11 siorno snocore auccessivo.

5) mto olia ~1i lngegneri militerl sono ebltusti =i Cenomeni

i pienr dvei flumi, c¢id che roende necegserio Logliere od aoalin-
rere due volte £l siorno ua eerto numero di elementi golleggionti,
. sweelpua dovers delle sguedre di mfinutenzione
1'avare nron L4 glmenc 4 elementi aollo scopo ¢i controbilsaciere
rmtro mezz'ora omni voringzione di livello, sono rimgato €orpreso
e popnettoso del fatbto che 11 Colonnello:

) llon evesse nroati glil elementi galleggiantil

23 llon aveasse aperto il ponte alle 19, cios tire ore dopo
1'esumento del livello.

3} Hon notesse iniziere il lavoro prime dell'indomani.

4)

fon potesse bterminsre i1 lavoro vrima del 25 Glugno,

G) Tuttl 1 mezzi di trasporto millteri trsncitenti fre le ore
16 del 23 Gingno ed 11 29 Glugno 1945 deblicno & ore fEre una
deviezione di 42,5 miglie (48 IIm) per reggiuhgers Filano, Torino
doc. Bbtroverso un'erterie secondrris che he sofferto grovi
bonbardementi in diversei punti.

11 troffico civile dovrl d'eltrs verts, P cruan dells acarsi ti

d1 cerburente, ricorrere gl tregheito privete ed un esosav prezad
che sugicurerh sl pronrietsrio 200,000 lire sl glorno, tenendo
conto dell'entith del treffico de me ozmservatn in gquell‘occesione.

4039
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T) Il comportasmento dsl Colonnelle del Genio 'Mlitare 64
Plecenze dimootra pertento slmeno une criminele negligenze in
uh periodp cduregnte 11 quele 1 tresporti stradeli, l'economia
dl esrburante ecc. ece, pono fondementsli per le ricostrveions.

(sgd) T. T. ROWORTH

210 RE
0. 1/c Nilen Office
Gl Brarch

;| H1licd Commission
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AP0 79,
Industry and Ut1litles Branoh

078/40 /¥aU 6 July 1946

SIRIPOTs  rontoon Bridgo - Flaconsa

T0 y  Ministry of Publie Worlks
(At¥n: Mre P. Ohoazi)

1, OonTimming onx sonveyoation, there 1o onalosed heeewlith

a sopy of the repord deted 2l June 1946 pertal ning %o nosaible
irrogularities in eonnection with the oparation of The Pontoon Bridge

over the Po River et Plmssnzd.

2 Pontoon Bridgs 1s undar the pupervision
of the Italiep Willtery Enginoers at Piseonza,
on the motion teken by your

o, It is noted that the

we would nppreciate inTormation
Minletry in thls matiel.

LOULS We IAUGHITN

Major, Cebs
Aeting Deputy Director

o Enelooures = Letter deoted 2l June 1946, file reference MU /O E/20/
1634, £rom 0.EH, iilan o 0.%,0, Lonbardia (Itallen

and English)

aor Ministry of Transport
Trangportation SubeJomission

i Mg L.de u-""",d
0.L.0e, lombardie Liaigon Grotp, 4.0,
403
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CAPTURED ENENY MATERIALS BRANCH
MILAN OFPICE
at
HQ LOMBARDIA ITAISON GROUP
ALLIED COMMISSION
APO 794

AC-1/CEL/20/1834 24 June 1946

SUBJECT ¢ Pontoon Bridge PIACENZA, MR Itely Road llap 1:200,000
No. 8.6216.

T0 : C.L.0. Lomberdis Iisison Group, Allied Commission

Following your requesat I forwerd the report on the
pontoon bridge at PIACENZA.

1 The ebove mentloned bridge is 2 pontoon constructed by the
Genio IMilitvere Itelisno of Piscenza and is the only bridge
crossing the R. Po between MANTOVA and PAVIA, Moreover, it is
the only crossing over the R. Po on the main north-south route

RONE~BOLOGHA~-NTLAI .

2. At the side of the publicly owned pontoon is & privately
owned ferry service which the owners run in the hope thet the
rontoon should become unservicesble.

3 On two occasione I heve erossed on this pontoon only efter
using my suthority with the bridge maintenance perty to rejoin
the pontoons which had been disconnected on the excuse that the
river wes running high. On these occasions, civilians crossing
8t the seme time had to give a considerable tip to the bridge
maintenance party.

4. Un 23 June 46 et 1900 hrs T went to croes the pontoon after
visiting the lerge CENM Dump of MODENA, end wes told thet the bridge
had been cut at 1600 hrs, but thet I could use the rrivately owh¢gad
ferry 100 yerds away by paying 1,000 lire. I then went to examine’ ¢

o ;"-'_j

dJ

D20
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the bridge end found that the pontoons hed been cut and thet

two sdditionel pontoons were necesBary to bridge the gep. 1 sew
the colonel of the Italien Militery Engineers of PIACENZA

(Col., MONTARETTO) who started telling me all kinds of technical
deteils thet were untrue, belleving that 1 would be confused by
such technicelities, When I told him thet I wes a Military
engineer he wes very servile and surprised end said thet he
would be eble to find the sdditional pontoons on the following
day and thet the bridge would be in commission on the day efter,

De gince militery engineers are used to deeling with tidel
rivers requiring the addition and extrection of pontoons twice
a day end since it is the duly of the bridge mazintenence perty
to heve ready at least four pontoons by the side of the bridge
so thet eny slteretion in the level of the river cen be adjusted
within helf an hour, I em surprised and suspicious es to why the

colonel:
(a2) Did not heve the pontoons ready.

(b) Did not heve the bridge open &t 19.00 hrs i.e. three
hours sfter the rise of the level;

(e) Could not commence work hefore the following day.
(d) Could not have the work completed before 25 June 1946.

G 211 militery vehicles between 1600 hrs 23 June 1946 end

25 June 1946 must now meke & detour of 42 1/2 miles (68 Km) in
order to resch NILAN, TURIN etc. on & secondary roaed which hes
been heavily bombed in meny places. Civilien treffic, given the
shortage of petrol, must now use the privetely owned ferry at
extortionete prices which, at the rate of vehicles pessing et the
time of my visit, would ensure 200,000 lire daily for the

proprietor.

T Therefore, the sction of the Colonel of the Genlo liilltare
of PIACENZA shows a2t least & criminsl negligence gt a time when
roed trensport, conservation of petrol; etec. is most necessary

in reconstruction.
403sy

(sgd) T. I. Roworth
lajor RE
0. i/e/ lMilen Office
CEM Branch

R/w HQ Allied Commission
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CAPTURED ENEMY MATERIALS BRANCH
MILAN OFFICE

et
HQ LONBARDIA LIAISON GROUP
AILIED COMMISSION
APO 794

24 Giugno 1946

OGGETTO : Ponte gaslleggiante - Piecenze -
Carte Itelia 1:200,000 1N° 8.6216

Al1'Ufficisle Cepo del Gruppo di Collegemento - Lombardis -
Commissione Alleata.

A segulito V/s richieste, tresmetto il rspporto riguardente
il ponte gellegsgieante & Plecenzea.

1) Il suddetto ponte, del tipo pontone gelleggiente & stato
costruito del Genio lMilitere Iteliano ed e il solo esistente
nel tretto del fiume PO fre Mentovea e Pavia. Teale ponte costi-
tuisce inoltre il solo attreversemento del Po sulla grende

erteria Nord-5Sud ROMA-BOLOGNA=LLILANO.

2) A fienco del pontone, che & di proprietd pubblica, si trova
un servizio di treghetto disposto dei suol proprieteri nells
speranze che 11 pontone divenge inservibile.

3) Tn due occesgioni ho sttraversato 11 suddetto pontone ed
embedue le volte dovetti usare della mia autoritd con il perso-
nale eddetto alla menutenzione del ponte, per fer riconnettere

i varli elementi gelleggienti che ereano statl econnessi cun"iﬂ,:;é
pretesto che il fiume era in plene. In gqueste stesse occesioni,
dei civili che attraversaveno il pontone dovettero pageare una
congrua mencie el perscnele addetto &lls menutenzione,

. . ey
f“ﬂ.l 1 hﬂaified E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No. f/{:j{‘




P — NF o T
'-'-’4-'3-'?1.':‘--:1:~'~:. E.O0. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No. /{J()2(

ek A =
33 -:.*.laz.lih.l'-' f- o =ik
| ey i ¥ ",'1' ! |.|-;- — %
a1 B = i -

——— — ——1 W [

4) Il 23 Giugno 1946, slle ore 19, dopo avere visitato il
grende Deposito CEM di Modena, ml recel ed attreversere o 1l
pontone e venni informato che quest'ultimo era stato tegliato
elle ore 16 me che, pagendo 1,000 lire, svrei potuto usere

il servizio priveto di treghetto, disposto 2 meno di 100 metri
di distenza, i recal =llora 2d esaminare il ponte e trovel

che gli elementi galleggianti eresno stati teglieti, e che due
eltri ne sarebbero occorsi per colmere il vuoto. Vidi inoltre
11 Colonnello del Genio Militere di Piecenze (Col.lMonteretto)
che comineid a2 spiegermi une guentita di dettegll tecnici, che
risul tevano inesetti, credendo di confondermi per mezzo di essi,
guando lo informai che ero un ingegnere militere rimese molto
sorpreso e confuso e dichard che avrebbe troveto per 1l'indomeni
gli elementi gellegglenti necesseri e che 11 ponte sarebbe stato
rimesso in servizio 11 glorno sncora successivo.

5) Deto che gli ingegneri militari sono ebituati ai fenomeni

di piena dei fiumi, cid che rende necesserio togliere od sggiun-
gere due volte al giorno un certo numero di elementi gelleggienti,
e dato che & precipuo dovere delle squedre di manutenzione

1'avere pronti almeno 4 elementi allo scopo di controbilenciere
entro mezz'ore ogni veriazione di livello, sono rimesto sorpreso
e sospettoso del fetto che il Colonnello:

1) HNon evesse pronti gli elementi gelleggisanti

2) lon evesse aperto il ponte szlle 19, cio tre ore dopo
1'eumento del livello.

3) Non potesse iniziere 11 lavoro prima dell'indomeni.

4) Non potesse terminare il lavoro prima del 25 Giugno.

6) Tutti i mezzi di tresporto militeri trensitantl fre le ore
16 del 23 Giugno ed i1 25 Giugno 1946 debbono ora fare une
deviazione di 42,5 miglia (68 Km) per reggiungere Mileno, Torino
ece. egttraverso un'erterie seconderie che he sofferto gravi

bombardementi in diversi punti.
I1 treffico ecivile dovrd d'eltre perte, & ceusse della scarsita

di cerburente, ricorrere sl treghetto priveto ad un esoso prezzo
che sssicureri el proprieterio 200,000 lire el giorno, tenendo

conto dell'entitd del treffico de me osservete in quell*nzcﬁsinne.

o3
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7) I1 comportemento del Colonnello del Genio Militere di
Plecenze dimostra pertanto elmeno une criminale negligenza in
un periodo durente il guele 1 tresporti stradeli, 1'economie
di eerburente ecc. ecc. sono fondementell per la ricostruzione.

(sgd) T. I. ROWORTH
Major RE

0. i/c Milen Office
CEM Branch

HQ Allied Commission
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FROM: Mil., Terr. Command Rome. Eng. HQ REF: %

m0 + Mal., HIBBARD M,¥,I.A, DATE: 29/3/46

SUBJKCT: Memo for Maj. BIBEARL-

The Norks Directorate under o command repCrie
that the Allied HQ requ-sted the urgent execution ot the
other work in the underground ot the F.P.W. Depot locatad &t
Yarini Hotel vis del Tritone, Trkis work congists ot:—

- titting ply wood mrround two pillars and painting ot Sume;

- syecution of paint work not scheemed up TOo date ;

- dismantling of shelves belonging to +he hotel and not used
by the Allijesg,=

- white wagsh to 4 new premlses;

- repair o an externsl drain pipe.~

- e¢liminztion ot u dump infiltration 1in = cellar,=

Regurding the matter, 1 would point Ouv that circular
Ne 202608/11 dated 17/7/46 (copy yttached) trom the M, of W.
compelled the tng, Oftices 10 fultill the requests fOor wOrks
but only of 9 maintuainance nature,

Now 1t appesars evident that of the works mentionad
above, only those menticned in paTd 5 and 6) come und31 the
catepgory of works ot = muintaingrice nsture while the others
appear to belong TO the calegolry ot repuir works for which
the v, of N, should be notitied in zdvance,

¥hile I intorm you that for the sake of saving time,
I geve instructions to curry out 411 the work menticned above,

1 deem sdvisable to point out that, in order TO avold
obeervations to be made by the M,of W., the writer is suthorised
to tulfill unconditionally the reque:ts tor work trom No 8 BLU,-

On the other hand,this HQ,regarding all works which
cannot be clzssitied gs maintalnance work (i.e., almost ull the
WO rk ruquesﬂ;aﬂ} will be compelled in tuture o obtuain th&éﬂ:ﬁg
yoprovel ot the M, ot ¥, zna this with a# further waste ol time

in the carrying out ot the works .-

/F Sgd. COLIELLESSA
'i’,-"" Gﬂnl
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aT/fo MINISTERO DELLA GUEREA
STATO MAGGIORE RECIC LSERCITO wgéﬂﬁf
=[Jfficio Trosportl-
Hrs 5001/TeCeFe A1 prot.~ Homa, 13 3 dlconbre 1945.-
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10) = PHASFORTI EFFEITUATT fjhla

& _
g) ferroviari @ personale 1ne §3:0m0
muteriale tong = 12.000
b) marittiml personale 4 1550

£29) = I reparti del lagggruppauento ferrovierl sono sletl implegati
in lavori di riprietine delle linee, ponti ed impilanti ferro-
viarl nella zorna di Bologne, Imola, Piecenze, risa, Viaregglo,
Farwua, Verehioie-

30) = In dota 14 vovembie 194%, per decisione della lHedeIl.ldey, & sha-
to disposto lo scloglinento del g Jruppanento ferrovieril.-
Cperuzionl di speioglimento da ultimarsi entro 11 30U detto mepe.

4v) = In deta 20 novembre 1945, u cura del Raggruppanento ferrovileri
gono sgtete costitulte con perponale del discioltl battagliond @
- 1 1* Conpagnia ponti metsallici BEUJEUHlbLli co:r pede a Torino
- 18 -"_“' 1 n n " " " Caglel

mesciore (Dolosna)
cul ¢ affidato i1 compito di portare & termine, nei limiti del
pooulibile, i léverl in corso e custodire i materiali del penlo
ferrovierd non Ifnplegatil in implanti flasl.- ’{}-;:1

50) -

Sono in corso trattetive colle PP.S5. per igtituive "trduntfbi.}s
prnche suille tratte Roma = impoli -. TE.LIQ Cal.j liapoli - T y: | <
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