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288/3/ 16 U™ 1st. March, 106,

Wtk the i bty of

Hig Magesty's A mbassadur wl Rom,

Major Genernl | Browning,
MM.T.A,

Allied Commission >

Fome ,
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GENERAL HRADQUARPipe
CENTRAL MEDITRRRANmAN Forcr
Hffice of the Chied of G‘"ﬂf']" 1

ftafe,

“lat, February, 1916,

My dear "OPkinan,

Thank you Very much for your mort helpful letter of the Lith
Februsry, 7T thought the matter would be 5 foirly delieste e, and did not
really espect th-+ " would get sny Very grest repulis Lhrough the Italian
Govw:mmﬁnt. I agree nhmnluTely that it 18 most undegirahle that 1y of'fioinl
action should pe taken with the Ttnlirn Gﬂvernmeut, Phd it wnp not in sny way
our intention %o A8l for that line of approsch,

I leave here on lst. March tq o baclk to the ITmp=1ina] Defenge College,
I will get my Successor toact on the lines you Suggest,

Youyg 8incersly,
(egd) Dugley Ward,
i, Hopkinpon Leq., C.M.G,,

I'he Britiask Embnagy
Home,
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GENEREAL HEADGUARTERS
CEMNTEAL MEDITERRAMNEAN FORCE
Olice of the Chiel of General Stoff

28 February 1946.

Dear 4?"1::!-«.! r\_.u-\f =

I am in the process of taking over from General Ward
and am therefore answering your DQ/2 of 13 February 1946.

I have had the letter from Mr. Hopkinsen te which you
refer and he seems to think that we might get a certain amount
out of the Italian Government without offence to them. For
example he sugpests such items as an Italian Infantryman's full
marching kit, desert kit, parachutist's uniform, technical equip-
ment such as anti-gas clothes, etc.

Would it be pessible for you to approach the Italian
Government on the subject and see what you could extract from
them without in any way effending them. We would then arrange
to collect the equipment concerned and, in due course, send it on

to General Andersom.
Yours ;A ta - n_/s

v g i ud

/—

¥ajor-General L. Browning, C.B., 0.B.E., M.C.,
Iand Forces Sub Commission A.C. (MMIA),
ROME.




o phiny

s i

Declaasified E.O. 12356 Section
“ VTS

gl

. From: ~ Major-General AD, Wi

GENERAL  HEADQIUARIERS
CENTRAL MEDITERRANEAN FORCE

Oilice of the  Chial of Genemal Sialf

DO.Italy 18 February 1946,

Thmﬂcyuuf&n-ymu~nﬂzf 13 February; I will pass the
of it on to General Deemond Anderson wh

historiecal 88 at the War orp
my

ufftm:theiﬁ:at:ﬂ‘ﬂhrﬂh
.C. course,

pe that the Mission and the Ttalian Army will make
great progresa and that all your Plans for the Arny! 5
Teorganisation will mature fully. Tt does seem that thi
an!nM'ﬂulrimﬂ:Jin=s:U’umhrthaI

8
talians ocan keep it

. Bmmwung,cﬂ,ﬂﬂz M

Forces Sub Cemmission A.C. (M.M.T.A.)
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Wjor Ceneral L. BROVITING, OB, ORFE, IO,
Innd Foraes Sub Copmdssion A.C,

(e M. I A) ROVE,

no/2

/2 Pehruayy, 1046,

¥y deny

Thanks for your D,0,/Téaly of 25 January,
in connecticn with matordnl for our war msecumss I will
cortuinly do everything I can to get what you want, 1 have
discusped this at length with &, Hopldnscn of the Pritish
Enbassy, and he is writing you n lotter on the matter, with
which I agree. I think wo have to treald a 1ittle deliontely
in this matter, but nevertheless will he able to get a good
denl of useful exhipius,

Yourw 1y

[N

i

Mpjor Goeneral A.D. WARD, CB, D80, 17,
Chief of Stafl,
AII;IEII‘ ‘I-;!'I Os .--Fi




Vi

It
Ta W

Ceclassified E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND

! —— v .- .
S e

COFY/dgo

Major General Browuing,
M. T A,

Before going off to the U.¥, for 2 or 3 days lir. Hopkinson
left the attached fairdraft reply to Ceneral Ward's letter to him
of 25th January (about war trophies) to be sent to you for your
observations, (pleas&fs

Key T have the papers back at your convenience.

(Sgd) Elizabeth Campbell

9-11.1;.6.
7
N dlacts @ v AJAEE

W&ﬂ’m veeda (T }(Lﬂ‘m 4
4 Aceatily
f“i _ ,.JS) . | |

/3 46 /
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Telephcne : Home 43.951 BRITISH EMBASTY,
= ROME.

February 1946

Many thanks for your letter of 25th Jammary about the desire of
the Royal United Services Institution to obtain certain trephies to
commemorate the success of the British Army in the wer against Italy. I
have discussed it with the Ambassador, and it is, as of course I feel sure
you will realise, a somewhat delicate matter at this late stage. Two years
ago, or even directly after we entered Rome, it would have been easier,
Since the Armistice was signed and Italy became a co=belligerent it has been
Allied policy to build up the morale of the Itulisn fighting services and
cur ELU's and Liaiaon Officers with the Wavy have certainly done a great
deal not only to make something of the Italian forces for fighting purposes
but to give them back their self-respect. It is obviously embarassing for
us now to go to the people we have been trying to build up and ask them to
give us material of one sort or snother which can only be intended to com=
memorate their humiliations!

2. (n the other hand, I fully apureciate the desire of our museums
and those of the Dominions to obtain material of this sort, and we will
naturally do anything we can to help in the natter. I had a word with
Browning and asked him as a f'irsl step to sound the liinistry of Var inform-
ally on the subject. Their reaction was much as I had expected, They
will hand cover things if told to do so, but they will not like doing it.

3 My own feeling is that the matter would best be dealt with in

the following way; &s regards wiforms we should limit ourselves to asking
for a small number of types with the explanation that we want them for
historial purposes to be shovm with our own and other similar items of
equipment used in this war., The Italien infantryman's full marching kit
for instance, desert kit, parachutist's uniform, and technical equipment
such as anti-gas clothing, weapons ete, I am afiaid I am not an expert but
it should be possible to produce a rather limited list which we could put to
the Italian Govermment,

L. As regards decorations we feel it would be best to concentrate

pn those of a purely Fascist charmcter, These the Italian mdlitary authorities
probably would not mind providing if' they could be found. The beat vay would
probably be to put the matter in the handas of a Rome black-marketeer and tell
him to produce the best collection he can! As regards posters, proclamations
etc., I feel that there is very little to be done now., Surely these can be
found in the files of the various intelligence organizations which took part

in the campaipna? d 0 p r

5e The Ambassador feels that in any ocaze it would be difficult for him
to take any off'icial action without express instructions from the Foreign
Office. He would be reluctant to do so in any case and hopes that it may be
possible to make the necessary arrangements through private channels., There
is also of course a large mas of Italian war material, including uniforms and
other equipment, in the North which has not yet been handed back to the Italiauas,
It might be worth while sending someone up to take their pick of this before it
goes back.

/
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Mejor General A.D. Ward,
G,H.Q. C.I.F.

(Office of the Chief of General Staff).,
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