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Tranclation

N=2LATCONG .

Relative instructions for the tactical employmnent
puxgxrey riflemen juczdres and platoons, are contained in

Training for Infantery - part VIII- a translation of the
English publication 26/G.5./1075.

Naturally these employment instructions are in relation
e

vith the war- establishment and the meuans of the unit they

are referin. to, but as our ComnandSjuadre has a different
var-establishment and diferent arms as the English, there are
difficulties and inconvenients , which 1 want togive importance,

as they can and have to be eliminated.

1.+ The employnent inatructions of a platoon , that hzve been
published in the above juoted publication are refering to &
platoon constituted of three riflenen Suadres ond one Comuund ,
Einee1ﬂug' 45 our platoon consists of three wilflemen sjundres
and one yuadre “onuand.

The substantial diflference between the two platoons is re-
presented b, the fact our Conmand sjuadre iz formed of one
sroup of gunners (with one bren) and one group of mortars

( with one mortar of 2" and one Fdat) while the English
Bommand is consisting only of a mortar group. In relation to

this, the ®©nglish instructions, recognising the neceszity that
the Squadres appointed for the attck have to be backed by a
fire basis , establishing that these have to be constituted by

a riflemen}quadre(n&vamned} noraally reinforced by the "Co unand™
Applicating this instruction, we constitute the fire basis

of the advanced riflemengjuadre, reinforced by the iqﬂn%pd§1u1dr
that 18 causing :- digproportion between the agsault Eroup and
and the backing riflemen,

exceassive personnel on the fire basis.
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In fact our riflemen platoon, which war-establishemnt is
consisting of 1 oificer and 34 is disposing in the last phase
of attack of 14 riflemen, while the rest of 20 are backing the
movements of the first.

In consequence , the Coy® that normally has two advaming
platobns,and one on the fire bajisis is reaching the objective
with 2 officers and an assault group of 28 whilst in the
supporting group there remain 75.-

The disproportion between elements dmzkimmptmix destinated

to movement and those employed for firing ( specially 41 they
are minor Inf: Units) , are excessive, thus coming back to the
situation (1933) whea every unit , beginning from the platoon,
was constituiting a reserve unit, and normally a battaglion
waa definitely attacking with 8 of the 27 war establishment
gquadres,

Now this inconvenient iz repedting, the renson now is not the
varikgus reserve units, but the various fire baisis ang apecially
the disproportion between assault groups and the supporting
riflemen.

Yhen further one is consideringthat:

= 1t would be wvery difficult that the wer establishments
are complete, caused by illnesses , wounds, leaves and s¢on
that during the phase of zttack, there counld be louses,
gpecially among the personnel that is destinsted for the
movemnent,

= having reached the aim, normally the platoon has to await

the adversal counter attack , that in case of an i inediate

reaction, is going to be effected before the personnel of the

fire bagis had the time to reach the assault group.

One haa to agree, that at the present, the platoon is not in the

best conaitions, to risolve in the attack their own-faﬁk,
P\

It is vroposed:

a) = to diminish the personnel destinated for the fire basis
of the platoon, constituting the basis only with the Cownand
madre which war-establishment bus be reinforced,

b) reinforecing the nunber of the assault-group in the
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riflemen  usadre,
c) - modify partly the instructions for the attack of the platoon

I1°- The circulaire 26/G.5. - as has beecn szid- Toresees: that
on the fire baais there should be a bren, that of the advanced
squadre, while we are having two, that of the advanced sjuadre,
and that of the Comaandg¢quadre, I beliave that it would be

more oppatune to eaploy two , besidea for a lurgeﬁ firing basis,
specially to allow the leapfrogging between the bren during the

igplacements of the fire baiis,

However, ifi case one iz considering that one bren should be
sufficient , there is no motive, why the whole advanced nadre
should remain on the fire bafsis . If however it ¢soing to be
retained of more utility to have two bLren groups, as this
necesgity would be of permanent chavaseter, instead of ngasing
an entire juadre , it geems to be more opportune to constitute
ag war establishment the Command quadre ( that with more pre-
cision and distinction should be called support quadre insofar
as it is constituted by the suvport arms of the platoon) on two
bren groups rather than one.

It could be objected, that nothing is forbidding the comuander
of a platoon, to the leave on the fire basis the only group
bren of the advanced guadre , but this would he a retreat
solution that would deprive the riflemen of the support arms,
+«hile the riflemen themselves would end by reinforcing the two
otherg (uadres, that practically would hean, that this guadre
would be disolved.

erefore 1t is prefered to modify the war establishment of thse
Command quadre, @e;arding the riflemen to be left on the fire-
basls, useful for sharp-shooting, for the double reason to

increase the scarce number of amminition carriers of thd groups

bren and portar, and to provide the fire basis with rif;ﬁ?gn
it would be convenient( in case the Command juadre is iaiﬂf to
be changed as it has bezen proposed) to take back to three

the number of the personnel of the bren and mortar groups of

noaw
L
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The 3 riflemen quadre thus rendered dispogible repres=nts

the problem of its further utilisation or disbandment.

I feel that the second solution should be prefered, as it

does not seem advisable, that the platoon in the phase of attack
is manoevreing with three advancing quadres for the excessive
largeness that the fron would assume and it would neither

be opportune, the 3 quadre constituiting unit rescrves for
platoons, ag it would only increase the platoon , which would

be only of a relative zdvantage, as the quadre- as reserve unit-
would not take part directly in the attack.

Further, concerning alvays the Coamand guadre, one does not
understand, why the new war establishments do not take into
consideration for this guadre the connanding N,C.0,, when it

is gpecially the command guadre, that for its various functions,
of support quadre and for the difference of irms in the war
establishment has the greatest necessity of a rmxuamtur,
technically and tactically capable comnander, whe often has

to act upon his own initiative.

Evidently the present war establishmnents preésume , that the
commander of the fire basis hag to be the chief of the advanced
quadre, would a commander, let us Say not specialliscd and of
discusgable gmaxIXEA®R® capacities not be patronizd bt the persornne
personnel’

It is necessary therefore that also the Comaand quadre dispose
in the war establishment of a N.6.0, coannander y Who kax for
hia important tasks - and as it has been within the previous
var establishpents - should be the Vice-Comaander of the platoon
g aeharge, that was not taken into consideration anymore,

Finally the new war-establishuments ewder that the perzonnel of
the mortar and the Piat are dipending of one and the s me

rank® The different ranges of the two arms and the different

use make this solution nataveny practical and gpportune
realization. {4b!

It is to be ureferred as it has been in the previous war-
establishments, thet is a corcoral and one mortaist for the

mortar and the same for the Piat.,
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I1I.- Ag it is known, the riflemen quadre is divided in
groups in order to take more advantage of the ground,
facilitating the manoevre, and diminishing the number of the
losses.—

At the present the quadre is constituting two riflemen groups,
but not as it has been said, T riflemen for the guadre adnitted 1
the war establishment quadre and thatall reach the aim, it seems
+o be few for the oceupiation and the maintenance,

Inceeasing the quadre of two men, one could conztitute a third
group, normall the commander of the guadre could atay with,

thus having more manoevring possibilities and pmore powar
/ithout that the gquadre has such a strength to overpass the
possibilities of command of the NCO ,chief of the guadre,

IV.- dmitting the platoon on two riflemen gquadres and one

support quadre , slight modifications of the preasent regulations

of attack of the platoon are necessary.

1f the advanced quadre dees not succeed to proceed with its

own arms only, which is caused by the heavy ZZNREXXX firing

of the advergsal Inf+*, the fire basis is pgoing to be conastituted

with the suoport guadre, upon whieh the two riflemen quadres

are going to manocevre on one or the two flanks of the objeclive,

Thus one has the advantasge, that the advanced quadre, the only

one that is orientated about the situation, is going to take

part in the action.

In the case of reinforcement of the conquered objective, the

platoon is deploying the riflemen quadres on e in the front,

and one on the mesxxex flank most exposed , while the other

flank could be dele nded as soon as possible , by one or ¥wo

of the bren groups of the supvort quadre.

: i . o S

V.- Substantially a riflemen platoon is propozed to be™
constituted as follows:

= Two riflemen quadres, each yith one bren group (fu.) and

three riflemen- Total 11 .

= gne suvport jquadre with two bren groups and one mortar group,

with each on three , and one group Piat on two.,u- -

Total 13. including the NCO chief of the guadre and
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and Yice-Comnander of the platoon and the messenger.

The strength of the paatoon therefore would be the same of
the present ( 35 rather than 34) with the proportion of
assault group and riflemen group in =mppmxk adavntage of the
firgt and any wmore of the first, while the strength of the
fire basis of the platoon would remain the same , and the
firing mancevre would be better arranged by a specific
Comnander.

(5gd) Col Boschetti







