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Itadian Absentees

For your inform=tion nd necessiry action.

140 s VAN KIRK,
dajor, Infantry,
.:_;h.'l'_"'. {f-.ﬂ":[.l} L-Gij
5th army
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HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY
A.P.O. #464, U. S.Army

RCV/3ad
25 October 1944

Subject: Morsle of ITtalian Troops.

To : G=4, Flfth Army.
1., Noted.

5, The "officlal Italian source" as indicated in the CIC's report on
morale conditions should be discloged in order to assist in making e proper
avaluatlon of this report. No report, however, On morale conditions of Ital-
ian troops can be judged on the same basis as Allied troocps for the I1talians
have lost a war and they have the status of Co-belligerents and not Allles.

7., AFHR policy reguires that the Allies should show sympathy for the
Ttalian officers' and qoldiers' difficulties and consideration for thelr le=
gitimate neede. They should be treated fairly in all things and glven en-
couragement, Good will should ba shown them without femiliarity and conslder-
ation without weakness, It 1s the duty of the Italian Army personnel to co-
operate willingly with Allied directives and we are enjoined to see that they
do co-operate, The policy towerds them 1s nfirmess without rudeness'.

L. AFHQ has determined the supply policy for the Ttalisn troops and has
set the scale of issue for clothing, equipment and rations to them, Any addi-
tional elothing or equipment beyond the scale must be approved by NATOUSA.

5, Ref.Par 3 basic communication, The question of pay of Itelian officers
and men is a matter for the Italian Var Ministry.

6, Ref.Par 5a baslc communication., Concur ghsolutely, and 1 have paeraon<
ally recommended to my headquarters that when men are tried and sentenced by the
Ttalisn Mlitary courts, that the sentences should be more severe. Have pointed
out that Allied soldiers may be ashot for offenses that Itellan aoldiers are get-
ting away with, Genersl Cortese, CG, 210 Division, has recommended that Italian
prisoners be sent to the Island Elba. I agree with General Cortese's views,

% Ref,Par 5b basic communicatlion, If Allied officers will comply with
AAT and 5th Army directives, they will report such Ttalian officers, as described
to me, and I will ask my headquarters to demoblllze them, This 1s being done a8
rapidly ss we find such officera.

£. Ref,5¢c basic communiection, For a period of time,last Summer, the oil
and salt was in short supply, put that is not true now end the last time I in-
vestipgated, the Italians were recelving more than the scale, The Italian transg-
portation situation has been reviewed many times during the last few monthe with
the result that it has improved, It is sugpested that no reasonable request
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Section, has been refused,
talian unit upon 5th Army Transportation - -
migﬂibinzzrni in Italian uiit golng hungry because of a failure of trﬂnipﬂztzzizﬁned
ﬁy experience has been +hat all Italian requests for transportation mus

carefully, otherwlse, they will be doing just what the report guggests, running &

\ . ta", (underscoring m
convoy of trucks "to make their own purchases at distant markets", (

1nE)

mately 140 tons of clothing have

g, Hef.Par 5d basic communication. Approx’ equipped to scale,

just been lssued tO Ttalian troops in 5th Army and they are

It is contrary to our CCS policy to issue

10. Ref.Par 5c basic communication. telions but the Italian War Ministry can,

newspapers, magazines and radios to the
if they so elect.
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L. Conclusions: The above oplnions and views are my DWﬂﬂAﬂ#{

bhased upon my own observetions, which of course, a&re limited 1n scope.
Gc far as I can determine, generally speaking, no sericus dlsaffecticn,
Jack ef loyalty or any other willful wisloyel activity exists ameng the
Italien officers and men assigned or attached to 5th Army, which would

he inimiesl to the dintere=sts of bBhe /flliea cause.

R.C. VAR KIRR,

Ma jor, Infantry,
Sr. (MEI2) L.O.,
5 th i Ty
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