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1. Political s o
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There have been a number of heppenings in the Political
gsphere in Sicily during the past month.

a. The Separtist }iovement appears to be rising agailn and
various elements, headed by Avv. Gal.o of Catanlia have been
distributing a large amount of Party Propaganda.

b. It is rumoured that Chimillo Tinocchiaro - Aprile (who was
arrested two months ago and confined on the Isle of Ponza, hear
Naples) is going to be relersed shortly.

c. Communist Partyis at present in a state of chaos.

d. Activities of the ljonarchist l'ovement have increased since
last month,

e. Temocratic Christian Party gets stronger every day
especially in the smaller fowns.

£. There has been a snall TPascist Party uprising in Catania
and various party propaganda sheets have been distributed auongst
the people. I am looking into this and expect to obtain some of
these pamphlets; which T will forward later.

g. The feeling of excitement cauused by the pogsible choice
of ORLANDO as Prime-.inister has died down.

2. Tocal Government.

1o further news concerning the pos.ible regignation of

the high Comwmilusioner. ;
213
3.  Economi€s.

a. The working class is still very unhappy about the high
cost—-of-1living.

b. Black-jiarket prices are falling - especilally price of
clothing,

(cont'd)
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c. There is a big transportation crisis - especially on the
Railway due to the shortage of trains, wagons and freight cars,
and many of the Rallway Enployees are threatening to strike if the

position doesn't luprove.

4. Public Security.

g, This has started to improve, especislly in the Palermo

and Catania Aresas.

b. There was ah attack on the C.C. H.R. station at BELIQLAKPO -
10 xm west of Palermo on 27.Dec. The 3 C.C. R.R. were attacked by
50 Bandits, armed with hand Granades and Automatic weapons.

One Carabiniere was Very gseriously wounded in his head - the
other two were forced to surrender, and were dis-armed.
The Bandits afterwards destroyed by fire, all the C.C. K.R. records,
fire-arms and armunition.

¢c. A large Torce of C.C. R.R. wes dispactched from Palermo

to maintain order.

T Joraleof the Ttalian Soldiers eppears to be improving slightly,
gs things gradually start becouing normel again. Their one mein worry
gt the present, is still lack of Equipment Uniforms ete.

The Italian welfare Department hes organised a number of-
"pogt-war Reconstruction lectures" for the troops.

6. lilitery Security.

Oon the whole guite gcod,

Major
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There was some excitement over “he pogsible cholice of
Oprleando as Prime - ITinister.

Trnfluy of Thaliers exprlled from Tunisia caused aome
rublings among thé people, but sone well - informed persons =ztate
11y those who were fngcicts vl ¢B worked with the Germans are
being sent out.

The general feeling among these people is that the Trench are
gimply doing a sort of epuration, «lth¥ough the avergage nercon,
if he thinks at ell, feelu very anrcyed at the FPrench for driving
his relatives end country - men away from property and professions
belonging to them. ‘
The people ere Leginning to think more seriously of how
free the olections will be considering the ministerial pnopcintuwents
arid the hidden srme controlled by sdherents of the left parties,
The electorel lists in Jlelly are gufficiently advanced
now to enable the administrative elections to be held in another
montl.

2. Tne«l Government.
S s 213

Tt ia said that the high comnisglone: jz ehout toe Tesign,
and there is great speculation sbout his succeasor.

3 meonomies.

The RBlack - larket is Fluriching and current prices show
cause for sutisfaction on the part of the Tlack l'arketeers
(e.i. 20 Znglish cigarettes for 500 lire.)

4. Iabour,

There huve Leen no strikes during the past Cew days=.

(con't)
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Quite good - althyough ot the beginning of the month gtrikes

Liardad ©o orlLne nnrest.
There was & shoofing

al the and of the |_L'.“'_|"f bt

personsa atteuptinrg o sell

iricident in the maln - square of Pelermo
wn+hing serious ,this was due to some
Tuported Papers,

5 1Torale.

The moral of the Italisn Troops still needs & great deal
6T improverent. Tnis, T feel, will come with the ralsing of the
standand of training, wnd with the re-—equiping and re-dressing
off the Ttulicn Army.

6. lillitery Securlty.

Yo serious false rumours

This appears to be reasonably good.
notice.

or breaches of gecurity having come to my

xff?rﬁz .5.0, IT.
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