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HEADQU RPERS ALLIED COMUISIION 50

APO 394,0.5, Aramy s
WAR MATERIALS DISPOSAL AND ITALIAN FW SUB QOMMISSION

IFW /1/9/38

2f November 1944

To: Regional Commissiomer, Sicilis Region A.m.G.
(Attantion :Public safety Division

Subject: Italian FPavoled PW

Fu¥ther to your letter dated 10th.0Octobey 1944.

1/ « I regret the dslay in replying, but it was not
until recently that the position has besn claerificd.

2/ The Italian Government has now been officially in-
formed that the Paroled PV in SICILY are not con-
sgidered as PW.

3/. There is no need for the personnel who went +o +heir
homss in the early gtages 0l the Campaign 4o continue
to report to the poliow.

Wl

JelAe CAMPBELL
Lt.Colonel
Director WHMD & IPW Sub-0Oom.
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HEADQUARTERS ALLIED COHMUVISBION
C.H,F,
WAK MATERIALS DIBPOSAL AND ITALIAN Pv SUB=COMMIBSION

IPV/1/9/5%
20 Hovember 10544

To: Allied Force Headgquarters, APO 512,
(Attention: Aspistant Chinf of 2taff, U-5).

Subleet: Releases of ltallan Prisonersg of War in Bleily,

g
'-."r. "FH
Reference your letter datod 17 Novenber 1944

1/. The quesntion of a reply to your cable was disousssd
on the telephone with Captein Blaughter when the
subleet matter of my letter to Heap, A.B,I. was
axplalned,

@/« 1In AFHG letter CR/3B23/G1 (B) dated 13 Ostober 1044
g8lgned by Brigadler Finlayeon, 8 reply to our A/C10
S83.6-1 dated 5§ Beptenber 1944 wasg given.

3/. It wae therelTora presumed that no further action was
necessary,

For the Chief Commi asloner:

J.A. CAMPBELL
Lt. Colonel

Dirsctoxr WHD & IPW Sub-Com,

¢ =

HHEDC WO,
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ALLIED FORCE HEADOUARTERS FJS /faeb ?O
G=5 Section
AP0 512

17 Novembar 1944

SUBJECT; Lfﬂﬂ 3-!33.5-1, dated © Sept. 1944, "‘I{‘.E
T0 : Hﬁaﬂqunrtara, Allied Commigsion

Attention, Prisoner of War, 8 ¢

AFD 394,

| _..'I' llf.. I.I" i
- J{ﬂ E'- LA -f MAA |.L X
your cable 4360 of 5 October

No reply hag yYet been received to
to E.Ihﬂ"i"ﬁn

i Raferenos
and our p 3835‘5*
our oable referrad
|

2«  Your cable stated
Was addressed to Hqs AAT and

. this Headquarteps. No traoce
1 receipt,

that the correspondence
forwarded by them to

can be found here of its

3« We requested that copies

be forwarded and
to date they have not been received

For the Asst. Chief of Staff, g5,

r__,_-— e '__‘-\.-_\_l__\-\-
A0 QU

. 1282 0 ° 5 e Captain, A.G.D.
£ N
'1 ['EII '!r.-'lr I.'F F'|'f ' \ l‘x
' i ' 3 ]
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H.d. ALLIED CONTROL COMMISSION
APO 394, U,8,Aray
VAR HATLERIALS DISPOBAL AND ITALIAN PW 3UR COMIMTI 35 ION

IPY/1/9/30
: 12 Optober 1844

TGy Italian Hizh Commisgsioner fop Prigoners of War.,

Subjeet: Rglease of Itallan Prisoners of War 1in BICILY.

i [ =y - .
. _ . _,..:: ¥ i A= l'!-
IS s =t
1/s With reference tn the releace of €5,000 Itallans in
wlcily from Prisoner of War atatun, It has now been

declded that Af you so desire yeu may pbullish this fact,

2/« In order theb there shall Not be any misunderstanding
regarding the genepal pasltion of release of Prisoners
of War the announcement shonld bemade on the followlng
llnes:

"Jome 66,000 Itallan soldliers 1n SICILY who wepe
never held in custody as FPrisoners of Wan ny the
Allled Feoreoes, But who forp many months past have
been working on theilr own lande and farma without
restriction under a parole gdven to thelr own of-
flcers, have received crnfilrmation Ffrom the Allied
autiiorities that ulliey are not eonsildered e Pri-
soners of Wap, M :

The announcement sgheuld be made throupgh the offileclal
press c¢hsannels,

%E:EJ
J.A, CAMPEELL
Lt.=Colonel
Director WHUD & IPW Sub., Comm,
Copy to:
Chief o S8taff (2) 1o o —

Polltical Section sy e —

Publlie Relations Diedcpeg o L s
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SURINOT ;- Helense of Italiun Frasoners of War in SICILY.

o —— e e c— — - S e — —————— B e — = ——

ATLIED T'CHCE TIADYUARTIERS .

—li O ] ———

Ci/3623/6A ().

OO {dia

Cx e —— o -

Heudgquarters,
2114ed Control Conmmission,

-_"-'-""-'l_-'l'--'-'l-'-_-—“ e [ — — — T ETE ——— T

Heference your ﬂ,.f"".G 5835 .6-1 dated 5 Sep Li.

1Us Tt is onpreed that pernisgion should be pranted the Itolien
covernment to mmnounce to the public the fuct that 65,000 Ttelian
prisoners of wiar have been relecsed in SICILY.

e Tn order that there shall not be any misunderatanding
rerarding the general position of raleises of |rigoners of war
i4 in sugpested that the nnouncement should be made on the
following linea =

"ome £5,000 Itelian soldiers in SICILY who were
rever held in custody &s Frisoners of* War by the
Allied forces, but who Lfor many months pest have
been working on their own lands ond 1urms without
restriction under & parcle given Lo their ovm
officers, have received coniirmation from the
A1lied suthorities thot they are not considersed
45 Frisoners of dar,"

flﬂet'mulllnd Eifes, 17083 Section J-602/KNDS - MO

y

) ! ;J'rl !

e

- .. FINLATSON. ,

Lt El‘hil.g,!g_ﬂiﬂr g ok o) IJ‘-‘-#G'LEJ 3 J 5 8 6

— T AR for Magjor General,
WERL/DDKT « Ll T DAG.  Ce1(Bx )
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1., Caarcivel at lerso I mido engquirias ag HE degion 1L and

found that the only psrsen there who could give ms any imtormation regarding

Faroled Y.q. vas Captain Fanuel of Jublic Safety.
Captain danuel vmy very obliging, but said that he could nol

add mnything to the imformalion he had already given to Headguarters ACC .

Sy Authority for the issue of Parcle cards wa2 given by 7th and
dth Armiesy 7th army deeling with the West side of" the izlend, JLh Army with
the Iast side. O.4.08 wers responsible for the iszuca, and sending of the
duplicate coples to Ho AawG. In 7 Anny arés, C.A.C 3. were to0 [reaged 1o
continue the issue of the cards. This vork was then kanded over in the tailn
f to IO camps themselves, aud the dupliesates henceforth were sent direct to
various Carabinieri staticns throuzhout the West halfl of the island.

Captain Manusl thinks that the ecards may satill be at thede
stations, but it would t=ke about a month to czll them in. Capiain Manuel
wishen to know ift he is to collect these cards,

9 &M orecord of ell Maroled PV wes xept by the Froveat larshall of
I.B.5. in Falermeo, but unfortunately I.D.5. hlas boen broken up and this record
cannot be traced. Captadin Wanuel sugrcested that (1) THe Provost Maraball m=y
have taken the record with him to P.ES. or (2) A duplicute copy was mada and sent X
O NMATULUEA

Le K5 a lgat source of information Ceptain lianuel contaeted Lol
Alberir, lLiaison Officer to the Italian forces in Sicily. Col Alberg waa no

LT |

butter infommed on the subjeoet but said thet he had written to the following
address in the hopes of gbtaining the informetlion requirsd,

COURANDLING Grliiurid.
.E‘L.]:"L'q ___..jl.J].l ”.,._‘r.., .i.#-'ﬂ-'.l.-l
I:H.LLFJ'H‘LiCll'L PAOVOST aboHALL Gl :iiJ-'-l"-'lj-l:'

3.0s0. Hepreaontative for F.ii. Directory Sorvice. A

Lo ’
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be Iaroled P are gtill reporting in Malemmo, and whilst there,

L visited the offiece set up by the Carzbinieri for thet purpose. llere they
bad a nearly complete nominal roll of PV who should report to this oflice
but onhly 40% approx were still reporting,

Ga With regard to the Sth Army Area (Bast half of the island) I
visitad 56 Area HG - Cotan S, 23 No 1 Distriet had been handling the matter
of Iaroled PV and might have passsd their records over.

1 contacted e 3zt CODDARD of A" Eranch, 56 Area, who produced
gll the Faroled cards hundsd to them by No 1l Distriet, plus a nominal roll
vhleh i3 attached,

AS 56 Arca sre ve ry shertly going to repleace 57 Aren - Naplaa,
I arranged with Sgt Goddard that he takes the Parole cards with him to MNaplas
where they can be collected if required. Syt Goddard said that he vweuld like
tC be notilied in order that he may e dispoas of them.

1584
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INVESTICATION REVEALS THAT, RETERENCE FX B5761 OF 21 AUCUST, SICILIAN FRISONER

OF WAR PAROLE CARDS WERE D ISPOSED AS FOLLOWS

A, ISLAND BASE SECTION COPIES WYRE DESTROYED ON CLOSING OF ISLAND BASE

SECTION ( INFORMATION FURNLSHED BY FRISONER OF WAR DETAIL AT RALERMO)

B, ONE COFY ISSUED EACH PARQLEE

C. INFORMALLY REPORTED THAT COPTES FURNISHED ALLIED MILITARY GOVERNMENT SICILY

EESIDENCE, IT WOULD APPEAR TTALTAN GOVERANLENT HAS ACOESS TO THESE COPIES THRU ROYAL
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| Bes/udp 2.2/
A/CC 383,6-1 .5 Septamber 194
SUIRIEDT: helezoe of Ttallinn rlechnors of VWar in Sdcily
i,
LY t Headquariere, Alljed Arsice in Ttaly Q.l.])
v

1. deferunce yvour letber ALL/ 3074/2L1/4(U) dated 16 iupust 190k

9.  The Italion CGovernment hove pade strong repressntation W
mo for porsiseion to announge to the public the fuct that 65,000 Ito-
lian priscvnerg of war bave been releassd in Giclly.

7, 1 am of vpinion that the permlesion asied for ghould be grantod,
alwaye with the proviso that it will in ne way sffcct o co=oparator
prigoners of war uow working in Sicily.

he It 15 therefore suggested that permlsaton be given o the
Ttalden Covernwent Lo publish the plain facts and ywur appreval Lo the
followlng stet@aont belng tade public ie revuesteds

Pihe Allies have forzally releaged in Sicily 65,000 Tta=-
ldana froa Prisoncr of War status. Thuse Ttalians have been
working on their o lend and farms for ssny ponths.”

5. Tt is requested that an early deciaion be given oo that the
Ttalian High Conmissioner for Urisoners of Far can be {informud of ocur
wicghes In rogerd to this matter.

J:ﬂ.."lll-.ll"li liI. q..;.-ﬁ.-'.liﬂll
Capbain, LUGHL
Acting Chief Coaudssioney

Drafted by: Lt. Col. Canpbell
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3836 (SSPUG) 19 August 1944

SUBINOT: TNelease of Prisoners of Jiar.

Deputy Chairman, Allied Gonlrol Commlssion, APO 512, U. 5. Army.
W
1. Heference is made to AFHI cable FX-70649, dated 10 July 1944, to

the Alied Control Commission directing the release of prisoners of war
paroled {ron United States custody in Sicily.

TC

5. One (1) nooy of the parole as issued to each prisoner of war was
piven to Allied Military Government 1n Sicily at the time of parole.

cted that the copy of these paroles piven to Alllied

1. It 1s Tequ
rmation Dureau,

| Military Government be forwarded Lo the Prisorner of VYlar Info
APD ﬁ'DDJ Ui EI -F'\I‘E'J:‘.T; —
\

For the Cormanding General:

! /

VINON e RICE,
Colonel, A.G.U.,
Adjutant General
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Howover Glie miiin ponernl question tih:xt

L hove ghtimitted in my lebtoer
[:IDI 'E.lﬁ _'|:|J.r_1. d-'_-t;ﬂd -J-__.]t” 'D-.LI ‘li.l_"[‘il,

Hes not been dolved, a8 regards the nelcon-
SIS 014 war still detuined ia Siaily. I their opinion the Royal Goveriwent,

| 1'or sowue Juridlenl;, politienl ang general reasons hove considered urgeant and
.l- Hecensary Lle liboruticn of ell the wmilitery umen. e lliteary 1tedlion

:. atvhorities will provide cll tlhe NECereary messures, militaxry aud eveltuelly
: political, tast will be found SHCESSHIY With & view to obtain the pieE dmilg of
: al.tciency, frow esch one ol thern in the cooperation with the Allded cHuge ,

1t hos boen noticedq, without the
arnes, thet aesording to e plar
A00 latter je. 136, en uufair
vveraged, who ure sLil) it e

EeeHclty ol muking out n list of

ol lndividual Liberation, as sulwitted in
situatlon will resuli pErtlcularly forr oflicary
idwhosge Tunily sre in nominl condivion,

Also remsine unsolved the guestion of Tteliuy Wilitery nen deteined ns
Prisoners of wer, and cumployed fu Ituly on Lehnll of Lhe Allisd Foreas, |

and
ror whom yolu have teseryed lurther cammunicetion io your letter Il T} dated G
i

29 e edilte Phe totul liberetion of these Tualisn militery mwen an COuir organ- 1I
1sefion imeedictely efter liberstion Ly Tha Ttalian dAlitery Authorities will
oo aleo be of any rrejudice to the ocutios thoay ape ecompllaling, but would
nereage tuelir efviclency, whilst frow dlhollier hand & provitable o percussion
o & peolitiecal and moral ordcr vould result oan the whole ot the Ttelian
portulation,

I Taim the libarty, dear cenerual, to note that as fer ae these Ttulian
M1lltary wen, who are in Italy, are concerned it seans thut there should not
be any alfficulty of juridiecl order, as you have

aeuvioned for those who are
in the Qudted states or in great fdritain territories, and who will Lreyvent
bhem, thore; from Lhe cessatien ol prigoner of war conditiol,

I trust that you will be @o Kind &8 to obbtein a favour

anle decicion to
this rejuest,

Would you plemse ncoent gy nearty respectsa, 1 ~
d 2}
e High gomuissioner

/8f (Geacrul pietro (azzera) '
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)1 I enclose heravilEh copy of & latiter from Gendral GAZLERA, Ttalisn High
Conmigsionesr for i'sWase
Ee I heve had the presont situsticn regording Tbulisn PeV.0. in F.Y, Canps

in Sieily davestigeted and there are aboutbt 500 officers and 15,000 other Renks
in Coempa st Catands, Oyrucuea ond Pelermo, or In hospitals,

g 7 My yerson®l aopinion 18 that it would bDe in evary woy on pdvantage to us

to nceade to Generai GAZ ETA's sugrestlion end relence these Feade8. ¥wWho would be
tukent pvyer by the Italien militery omuthorities,

Liw I would be glad if you would let me know if you apree in principle, in
wvhich ensz T will go Turther inte the guestion with the locel suthorities in
HSicily end with the Italilan Govermment,

He The question of theso Rrlsonsra of' Wer in Sicelly sroses during the recent
PeWe sgreoment disounsions and et that time Mr. MacMillan pgrasd with ma thet
e would do wall bo cease to hold JTtulinn P.,VWes. in libernted ITtaly. T do not
think that the feot that the Itelion Covermnment feiled to aecapt the dgrecment
nacrd necegoprily effeat this gquestlon,

NOEL BASQN MACFARLANE,
Lisutanant=Genoral,
Chief' Cornminsbner.,
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GUBJECT: Frisoners of War on perole in Sieily,
e

o —
P

TC + Chiel Conmivsszioner, ACC.

1. With refer=nce to our conversotion on Wednosdsy, the mmber of
poroled orizconers of wer in Sicily runs, T sm informed, into many tens of
thousunds, 50 that T understand you will not be prepared to relecas themn
without 2 directive frem higher sutherity. rar your dnformoation, however,
1 aet oubt belew A short summ ry of the fmets,

;' 2« These men were members af’ the Tteldisn Army whome Home: are in

1_ sicily. When token prisoner there in July =nd AUgust, they were reles=ed on
| purole und returned to thedr cwn homes, At first they ceported at reguler

r' intervals to the C/0 in their town or village, but later the records were

| turned over to the Carobinieri asnd it 1= uml ikely thet ey now report to
-Flﬂ::."ﬂf"'lﬂ;

Jo Moy of the men be long to age groups which sre now beldng anlled
up by the Itel ian Cow roment ond raceive orders thre gh the 1loes] Jl';: rebinierd
to report to centers in the mainlend, L8 they ere forbidden under the terms
of thedr paraoles to lenve the island, they ure referring to IBS for inatructians,

o Difficulties also arise when these men commit crdinsry eriminel
> Pences, for which the Itelion Courts are nct prepered to try them, 1ps
do not went to revoke their eroles end teke the men buek 'I.’lf..... PO comr :-i.J
a8 they nave no means of enforcing diseipl inexy tetion wgrinst them and
the rrlsoners now remsining in the ChiIlS fnre Enjoying m porition af rivi-
lege rather thun the oppoesite,. In rractice the situetion 1n that tie .-'r.;r'-r-.'|.:'|:]
Prisoner of war lives ex etly the some exislence 15 ALY ofthsr eitizen ‘Enrt ]
Cail commit crimes with impminity as nosody s in m POFition to punish him
effectively, | :

C -
J+ IBS &re very unilous to be relieved of the reaponzibility ‘T ot
of theae paroles, Pt g 41l I'espect

s <
g ’\:l J }.\ irlks i #-_ I-I-.ﬂ b\ £ .’ .‘ T- 'I' kr 3
e 0
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\ Ao o T = Chiel Iegid Officer,
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SUBJFCT: PW Camps in SICILY. N Ao i

O : Deputy Chlef Commi -

The attached"letter from the High Comnissary
for PW dated 29 March and translation 1s forwarded. /i

As 1t is a matter of high polliecy perhaps
you might like to deal with 1%,

I have ascertalned that PW camps are located
in S8ICILY as follows:-

a. Camp 222 Catania (det, 222 Siracusa).
i b. Camp 301 Palermo,

; ¢c. Hoepltals in:
5 (1) 56 Area,

| (11) 71 Garrison Area,
| (111) 40 Div, Area,
The numbers are ae follows:
a, Offlcers - 516
b. 0O.Rs. - 12,947

Total - 13,463

Lt. Col.
i i : ‘f "I.I:_hz
1 Incl, as above, 'h_(bbuﬁ. 2 mas
o .
-..L-""‘"'-...,_ |
A : . v
S ——— ——— _._______,_ e N ;. - ~
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THANELR'.I,ESN - No, 15 BONANNI DAVA DEI TIRRENI

‘ -MARCH 29, 1¢

I ' X
HIGH CCOMMISSIONER FOR P 7o

File Nv. 34, POL, P

SUBJECT: Camps for Prisoners of War in Sicily. '

10 + A.C.C. BALERNQ

In reference to my note No,~11"of the 18th of
thks month and to ny letter No, 1 of the 28th of the
same month, I wish to inform the Commieeion. that the
Itallian Government hap learned that there are still
LOme campe In 8icily holding Italilan priscners of YWar,

The Italian Government fee%a fhat this oir-
cumstance is not compatible with the ‘Bgeetion of the
Status of occupation and the return of the Island to the
Soverelgnety of the ltalian Government: 1t feels, more-
over, that 1t undermines the prestige and autherity of
the government; the people'se faith in the government
1s thereby shaken, The populace cannot understand the
reasons for the continuation of the restrictive con-
ditions imposed on these Italian soldiers, particu-
larly at the same time that the privileges of liberty

are granted to the people, and
whlle the status of cobelligerency 1is being forever
developed,

I feel therefore, my duty to call the at-
tentlon of the Commission to this fact, and ask it to
use 1ts authority so that the prisoners of war may be
freed and handed to the Italian military authorities,

The service that these Italian prigoners would
render eventually can be glven, and in a better measure,
by regular Italian units formed, whenever necespsary,
with the same prisoners and employed, like the other
Italian troops in the national territery, on a bhsis
of hnbellignrancy.

My deepest thanks.

The High Commissioner
Gen., Pietro GAZZERA
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