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D CONTROL COMMISSION

INTER OFFICE MEMDO

L 1]

# ALLL

From: Of'fice of the Chisf of Staff
Tel; 388

ALE Ne. J004/22/008

3 Nov 194 'L'-III

SUBJECT: Repatriation of Italian Officer PV.
=,
TO: War lMaterial Disposal & TFOW Sub~Conun.
(Attention: Lt.Col.Campbell)

le The attnched draft iz approved by Acting Chief Comidsaloner and
can now be typed and submitted for hils signature on your file with a oopy
to Civil Affairs Section, Politicel Section, Land Forces Sub-Conmission
and FP.R.0y and with the usual two extra copies for this office, vids pare
L (b) of 6ffice Memorandum Wo.1l8 reference 65/41/C08 of 2L October Ll.

e I enclose a copy of Sir Noel Charles' originsl letter dated 11 Oct

Il for your file. 3 ?
- /] ., Lk 1]

taff‘ Ufficer,

To thﬂ Ghiﬂf of Staffl.
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6/103/41, ROME

1lth October, 1944

My dear Commodore,

\

In accordance with our conversation of yesterday I am
writing to inf'orm you that the Indian Goverrment Eﬁ?e some 10,800
Italian officer prisonsrs of war for whom it is not possible to find
employment, and since they need guards, food and accommodation, their
continued detarntion is detrimental to Inida's war effort. As it is
expected that shipping may become availsble it is desired to repa-
tralte these officers, with the exception of those who may be known
Fascists.

The British authorities reslise, however, that there may
be political difficulties which should be teken into consideration,
against the obvious advantares of the proposel. I am therefore re-
quested to consult you and your advisers before any approach is made
to the Italian Goverrment.

. I should be grateful if you could favour me with your
advice which I have been requested to forward to my Government as
soon as possible.

Believe me,

Yours very sincerely
/Sgd/ Noel Charles

Commodore Ellery W, Stone, USKR.
Allied Commission,

"N g

3L

(COPY)
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ALLIED CONTROL COMMISSION

| INTER OFFICE MEMO LWs/ el

From: YMajJor L. We STRAANG. . .

Offica of the Chief of Staff

SUBJECT: Heply to Prime Minister DBonoml's FILE Mo i,

. lat ter 5 .
TO: Italian Prisoners of War Subcommission -20.Ockobar.1.194. ...

Reference the attached communication, it 1s requested that

letter reply be drafted for the signature of Athe Acting Chief Commise-

gioner,

» OTEARNS
Jor, AGD

Office of the C/3 3208
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€  ALLIED CONTROL COMMISSION

INTER OFFICE MEMO

From: . il & IFW Sub-Commiasicn.

FILE MNo.

SUEJEET: .-:EIL_ ke “f T 4 l " J.H
o Ll of Ltallian T . 05 Qetobor ]];.Q..‘:-

TO: Political gectlon,
(Att: H, Caceia Esq,,)

Reference attached,
Hove vou any remarks before I place before the C of 3
for the A/CC to ses 7

Ma-«-y h ks, Mo, Pxcefl” ’al J lero —Qﬂéczé/%; 32“?

~onld At (o Figre Wihadiy, »‘?w"hf@i Lleut,~Colonel,

WD & IFW Subh-Com.

ook d bk SModiife raisetis oA~ Pl ieal € opidat ATHE - at”




D CONTROL COMMISSION

INTER OFFICE MEMO

L]

ALLI]

S

Director, WHD & IPW

From: .M4-:.
Sub=-Commlission.

¥ FALE Ne. IPW/1 /221
SUBJECT: Reply to Prime Minlster
Bonomlts letter, 0% October . 1944,
T10: Chlef of Btaff,

Heference attached translation No, 2708 dated 8 Cctoher,
1944 from H.E, Bonomi,

It 18 quite lmpossible to draft 2 reply to H.E.Bonomi's
letter for the A/CC glpgnature without dlecussing the matter
with him, “.

The questicn 1s one which has ecome up for' coensideration
on a number of previoue occasions and a ruling on the que=ztion
liae been asked for from AFHG - but no sufficlent anewer has

ever been plven. ';32“6
Cne difficulty in regard to altering the Btitus of F

Co-operators in Italy i1s that 1t onens up the questlon of the
otatus of all Itallan PW throughout the world, Agnln a namber aof

4

s (R




ATLIED CONTROL COMMISSION

INTER OFFICE MEMO

From:

IPW/1/221
FILE MNo.

SUBJECT : E
_!.,,_Dn__tj_-nued. P 3’!?&1 .t/ 194 &g

e —

TO:
the Italian people have started to cry out that thelr P¥ 1n
Indla, Auetralia end america are fast being rorgoiten and
lost, and the effect of releasing PW in Italy from PW etatus

might add fuel to this fire.
I suggest that I dlscues the matter with you or ihe

A/CC.
It is possible that without diescuesing the question,
g letter be forwarded O

the A/CC may direct that Bonoml'
A.F.H.Q. asking for s sultable reply, o that he may reply

3205

to the Italilan Presldent of Councll,
Bonoml,

Do you wioh me 1O acknowledge the letter to H,E.

or hag thle already been done? ]ﬁ’ : ;:; ?
® ﬁé

T.A. CANPBELL, Lieut.-Colonel.
WD & IPW SUE-COH,




ALLIED CONTROL COMMISSION

INTER OFFICE MEMO f,

i Y,

WD & IPW Sub-Commisslon,

From:
SUBJECT: Ltallan Prisgoners of War, FILE No.
27 Ocuober 1544,
TD! Eric::l -r".l-l -h-"l- LL#."_'-}:,

Chlef of Stats:

Aeference attached,
1 liave dlscussed thie matter with lir Cacecie, who for Polltiesl
reasonn 1=z of oplinlon that the nat*eir ahould be Tupther giudied
Ly the AfCC, and the matter referred to 81ir Noel Charles and Mr
Alexander Kirk pefore g full reply l1ls sent to Mpr Bonomi,

I Lave licwever, as requested, drafted the only reply
I think posslibtle, togetiicr wlth a letter to AFHR Tovrwardlig 32“4
the translation of i Bonomi'a letterw,




. ‘I : . ;_ __‘ I:l-llﬂ E.OQ. llﬂﬁ Saction J-L02/NHDC MO, i 3_5_0 a{j
= .-'I' '.. S | ~

WHD & IPW Sub=-Commigsion,

Status of Itallian PW,

Political Bectlion,
(Attl He Caocla EEQ.;J

27 Qotober 1544,

Haference attached,

Have you any remarks before I place before the 0 of 8 |
for the A/CC to see 7 ot
S RAUS

e~ 4

Mﬂut.-ﬂﬂlﬂnﬂl.
WiD & IPW Sub-Oom,
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iaar Mre Prime Hinldscter,

£
k]

A anve stwiled carelully your letter of 8 Ootober 1644
on the mibject of the atatuz of Itnlian Priscners of Wap,

Ag ¥ou Knew, Zhe metier nae been referred to hiphey
autiiority on previons geracionsg, b for operational and
Gther reanons r decirion %0 wlter or pemove [tallion FPrliofe
2ra o War fron Fylsoner of War gtacus ooild nog he ErVen.

A nove ngaln forvarded for coneiderniion the oase you
h;wn now WT?‘liIEFRTEtffEE to ng reparding the atatus of Itallian
Uplaoners of War woricing in Italy,

i shall, in due course, notify you of any dseision
which 1o taken,

Yours very trmly,

o ey @ S

E'-.-.,!r.: ] I..I'-_-'r .rli. ....-':.i:"hif-‘.

comnodora, LUONK
Aotlng Chlel Gomuissiloner

iin hxeellency Ilvance Bonomi,
ie Prealaent of the Counell of Minlstere,
1tulian Governtent, Rome,

R
Prspared by
i

lLdeut.=U0olonel,
WD & IPY BubeCom,

Copy to: Political Hectliol,
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ALLIED CONTROL COMMISSION

From: Office of the Chief of Staff

SUBIJECT : Italian Prisoners of War FREE N e s o s e

TO: Colonel SHIPP, Office of the C/S 20 October 44 194 ..

1. Hecommend that Col Campbell should draft a letter of reply for
t?:hsigxgtura of the Actg Chief Commissicner before any personal - conference
W :

2. OSuch a letter should incorporate the facts brought out in the
attached memo (IPW /1/221 dated 23 October). In particular, it should sgtate
the position of the IPWs in Italy in relation to IFWe in other countriesa.

In respect to final decision on the over-all picture, the matter is being
taken up with AFHQ,

3. Such a letter will at least give Bonomi some 4de

problem is being given serlous consideration. It must be so and it'ge
most logleal to gettle the local IPW problem first.
SN (e bl = > — OTEARNS
Wiy de / “free W gy L4 “We S

Led E.o0, 12063 section 3-402/WNDC MO, I EI 5 ﬂg.o
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¥o. 2708 b TRANSLATICN

Dear Admiral, Ruicn, Pth October 194k

General Dapino, secratary of the Higk Coumissioner for P.¥., has largely veported
on his vieit to the Italian P.W. Unita attached to the Britieh army in the areas
of Bari, %boli, Maddaloni, Caserta and Cepua. I etlll enproclate the coances of
coribrol that he lLas been given znd the regardsthat have beon pald to kim,

These pr'esoners are effectivel trested in conformity with the prascriptions of
the Geneva Convention esnd with = llberal construction of tkelr very spirlt.
Although Grrersl Depinc hevae geen but nearl; a thoueand of these fellows, compared
with the wmeny thousands employed in Italv in the sosvices wilh ithe Allied forces,
I am pretty sure that the same trealment iz done to nll the other Italian P.U.

But this point has never worried the Itallan Government, et lensi se far as ite
genersl precerding ie concerrned, wilh reference to Lhe ltslian F ¥. in American

and Britlcl. hande.

What momptly worilics Lhe Ital'an [rvernment is the "slatas" of those compatriols of J
oure .. Thiu problen does not respond, as 1 have repoatedly proved, boilh Juridleelly |
and politicnlly, militerily eand mevc-lly, with the new princirles of relaticnshlp |
between Itely and the United Fatlone, while 1t is getting uore and mor- cerious by

the gradusl improving of theso relatiorehips, now tiet Italy is In & nositlon to et

a better clerce of v3llsborating in the war and g greater Indepeudance of Covernment.

it 1e not enouglt, in order 4o cancel the connecuences of this "atatus", that our

prisoners do not wesr visible signs of it, nor be they clessified "collaborators,”

or get a daily pase and pericdic lemves,

They muet be epeentiallv raiurned to the fulnese of thelr mllitary personallity end,
therelfore, to their nstional nrmed forces where they “elonged so thetb their dlscipline
and acbion may Ye undar contrel of milltary and c¢ivi? lawe &nd Itallen authoritlen.

This belng in their own countrr, vorking wlith thelr free conrades for the ermo
ilitary and politice) exiged-les, comelines in the atmosphere of thelr own land, and

gtill vomain abt the morcy of the lumilieting bead of belng a P.w., ander the eupire
of & discipline, a luw and an euthority thet are not nabicnal, 1s for the P.Y.

almoet as if they wore banished {from the nabtlonal snllecbivitey, am Af chey were out
laws, even in thowe cases whera, elther fer laviatlon of eeislibillfy or for lrregular
valustion of thelr own Interest, they do not fesl iL. It is, however, for the
Iiallan nation, & dimipution of diznity wnd prestlge decyly folt by.

And he who followe the Italian pudblic opinion knowa how far the Itallan pacrle nre
demanding how can e collabocation Lo thke war of the alllas with no limits of eubjects

or sacrifices take place, if these fundawsntpl remrsons of Justice and humanlty are not
considered by Lhe Allies thencvelved.

Nor have the Allied euthcrities to worry aebout loosing the effective collaboratlon of |
‘hese waits if the T'.V. were returned to juridical end militery freedom. 1 can aiflrm,

in fact, thaet no difficulty woull be rlgen by any Itallan guathorlities neither Tor

leaving thesa unite al the Allies' diepcsal for tho same employmant, nor Lo replaca

them wilh other gregarious as [it as they wre, il any 01 tnoam shoi1ld have tc be aent

licwe ar, for any other rezseon, removed, 2 G
Jd Ui

The fiee Italian soldiers attending tc similar Job with the Allied fcroes In Italy are,
as 1% ilg krown, seversl te:. thousand.

Yor can 1 believe thal Lhe Americer ~» British public oplr-:n might be hoatile to such

g declslon.
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It is true that Americen HCI ers are fighting in Italy agal - some Itsliann still
associated. Tor doviation ofrthe national feeling, wilith the nirman armec. forces; put it

lg eithér true tli.t, at thair side, other Itellan eoldlors are pffering, together with
the Allied, thelir lives in the common airuggle, while still other Ttaliamns, In the rear ol
the commor cneny, are fncing the greatenl Ccngers, wilh na rest, shrinking from nc
geLrtfice, to relieva the weight of the struggle and to heate . She muccess of the common

cause.

1f, both in America and in the U lted Kingdom, our prisonsrs' liberty micnt stlll be
gomewhere considered with dieappointnent by ths nonuletion, for obvious reasocns tkls
dissppointment can't exist (mnd would never rige) for any kiné of liberty glven to

Italipn P.W. in their own country.

Walting, therefore, for thls question to be faced and decided urder s general

criterium (2« we hape it will %e doue in e conference, hare or elsewhare, betwaan
repracontatives witl ull pewara), 1 think that for the duratlon it would bHe a very
provident sact of legality and justice that would prevent a lot of anxietiss of the
Italian people and that would perfectly metch with the Allied Covernmert's now
orientations &e far as Italy 1s concerned, to return %o fulnase of freedom all of those

P.¥W. of ours, who are in Italy, thelr own country.

Recovered by the Itallan armed forces where they belonged, with rno chenge 1n thelr

wor), they would fesel muck better, through it, the intevests of thelr nation: their
fatigue would be vivified with a new fervour and the result would be certainly highly

pppreciated by the suthoritles under whoee employment they are, 1n perbicular for ite
profitable efficlency.

So I beg you, dear Admirsl, to give grothar time your kind conslderation end particularly
your consent and support for the gsoluticn of this greve probler, as we ses 1t.

Cordiaelly
BONOMI
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SBOAST RESTA)CTED

In reply refer to: 6 October 1944
IPW/1/17/1

Bubjeoct: Itallan Frieoners of War - General Polloy,

To + Italian High Commlseioner for Prisonera of War,

l. The following information with regard te the '
payment of Itallan Prisconers of War Units under the cone
trol of United SBtntes and Britlieh authorities ig forwarded
for your information.

2, All Itplian FW's under the ceontrol of U,%3, author-
ities, who have volunteered for and are employed in Italian
Bervlice Unite are pald at the rate of 80 centes n day for
each day of work (40 cents a day whlle hogpitalized in line
of duty), plus 10 cents a day gratultoue allowance to en-
liated men, From this total there ias deducted the amount
of poet exohange 1tems 1seued, The reesulting net monthly
total 1s deposited te the individunl'lo oredlt in the U,8H,
Treasury Tpust Fund and entered on the individual's service
records Againat thie credit, a monthly eash advanoe 1p
actually paid durlng the perlod of internment, on the fol-
lowlng scale:

HaJor & above 2600 ILAire
Captain 2400 Lire
1pt Lisutenant 2200 Lire
2nd Ideutennnt 2000 Lire
Bgt & NQO'g above Byt 800 Lire
Pfo and NCO'a below bgt 600 Lire
Pvt. 600 Lire
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Upon the release or repatriation of a prisoner of war, n
cortificiyte is given him outlinghyg the total amount of credit
due to him. This certificate reade as follows;

'This is to certify that_
Burname First Name Rank 19N
1a a prisoner of war in custody of the Unlted Btates Govern-
ment Tfrom to
date ol oapture Date of release or oclosing of
hag a credlt balance of
ACCOuUNnt
Amount in figures for the period atated, whilch has been
depoglted to his account In United States Treasury "Trust
Fund 218816-Deposits, funde of oclvillan internees and pri-
sonersg of war", supported by approved payroll vouchers,'

in accordance with G.F.%., Art. 24, 28, 34, and 77,
each liberated PW 1s thus furnished with the above certificate
of oredit, Actual deposlts are belng made in the United Htates
Treasury Trust Fund, Thie Trust Fund cannot be expsnded for
any other purpose than Tfor which 1% wap established, The
oredlte and actual cash paynents made as above are believed
greater than corresponding ranks are pald in the Italian Army,

gince no wage scale hmg been filxed by agreement as
noted in GPW, Art. 34, the wage scale of {.80 dally for vol-
untary labor, (for supervisory labor by officers only), ie
consldered a falr wage, compared to the wapes of the Italian
Army and the ratlio of pay of ceivilian employees oh the same
or similar projeocts. '

in acecordance with G,P.W., Art, 23, and 1in addition
to the pay scale outlined above, officers are pald the name
amount ae the Italian Government would pay them as officers
in the Itallian Army, All payments made on these condlitions
mugt be reimbureed at the end of hostilitlies by the Italian
Government, Accordingly the accounta of Italian officera
are oredited in addltion, as follows:

»
lajor and above $40.00 per month
Captailns $30,00 per month
Lieutsenants $#20,00 per month

Credits glven to Itallian FW'e ag wages for work
aro not reimbursable by the Itallan Government and are not
ponsidered in the same light as "pay" sas conetrued in this
article, The monthly allowance of #3.00 (10¢ per day) to
each enlleted man is gratuitous and 1s, therefore, not re-
Ambursable by the Itallan Government,
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3¢ The conditionsg of employment of Pi¥'e under the con-
trol of the U,B, suthorltiea who have volunteered for and are
employed in Italian Bervice Unlte are aqual in all respects
to the conditione of employment of Amerloan Service Troops,
Italian PW's work six daye a week, not more than 10 hours a
day, on the pame projects ag our service troope, and thelir
conditions of living are also exactly the same, Where facili-
ties in the area sre avallable, pyramidal tents and improviged
cots are glven to the Iltallan Bervice Unit pereonnel, A modil-
fied United Btates ration, mors panlatable to Itallans (in-
ereaged ration of staroches), ie furnished, Even with the ‘
shortage of oritical 1tems for recreatlon and athletics, 18
has been pose#lble to 1epue slzeable aquantlities to Itallan
Bervice Units. Vherever poassible and practicable pnsses have
been 1icsued,

4, Itallan P¥W'es under fthe control of the British authore
1ties are pald aeg followel

Credlt Accounts are malntalned Tor all PW's who
receive the privilege of drawlng a proportion of these credits
in eash, There are facllitlies for the remittance of aums
from oredlts to thelr dependants,

The followling are the rates of pay in foroa fop
Combatant PW's

COMBATAN'T OFFLCIHI

HANK lionthly rate ot pay  lMaximim amount whioh may be
to be credlited expended from pay or lssued
in oash for any one month.

(1) (2) (3)

L Ss a. L., B . EQUIVALTGNT

d

¥ranca  lire
Colonel 22 4 6 7 B 0 ) & 2+ 900
Lt, Colonel 18 8 11 & 1B 0 1,360 2,700
Ma jor AR 1 2 6 10 0 1,300 2,800
Captaln 16 b6 7 B 0 1,200 2,400
Lieutenant 13 3 11 B8 10 0 1.100 2,200
£2nd Lisut, 10 8 4 B 0 1,000 2,000

OTHER TOARKT (WeskIyT

Recording to skill Proportion allowed

RANK 5 and proficiency in eaeh,
Warrant Offilcers 14/ 12/8 280 Llre o147
NOO's 8Jt & above 12/- to 13/6 11,3 ReH M
NCO'e below rank 10/6 to 9/- B8/9 176 - M
of D).
Privates 10/= to 7/8 7/6 150 "

Hatee oY pay for protected DIficers are BOmMeWNATL hiuhnr.

#3-
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On release each PW 1s glven a certifioate

of oredit outetanding to his account. Under

n War Office Inatruction the payment of

these credit balances will be the responsi-
bility of the Itallan Government, The Itsl-
1an Government has agreed to lmmedinte pay-
mant of some or all of thege credite 1o de=
pendents nominated by co=operaborsg themselvea
(inetead of toc PW on releace) and many have
alreandy taken advantage of this schems,

b Wnare Itallan PW'e are held by the British authori-
ties their treatment is sinllar to that afforded British Troops,
as far as poselbles, and in no cage do worklng hours exeeed
those of British Troopas. They are clothed 1n British uniforms
and fed on a speciml ration ecale. (The scale of the latter
i6 not guite the same ns the Britiesh Army Flield Bervice Ratlon
Hoale, but compares more than favourably with that of the
Italian Army). A free ipgsue of clgarettes is included, Pagses
are granted permitting co-operators to leave quarters unescorted
for recreational purposes, but in NORTH AFRICA this ie subject
to the concurrence of the Loecal French Authorlties., All co=-
operatora on Italian soll are sllowed up to one sleeplng paes
out per week, and in addiltion leave perlods up to geven days
are granted tun Tull pay and Pntiﬂnﬂs during which men are al-
lowed to go to their home addresses in Alliled ococupled ITALY,
Facilitier axist for recreation and for them to purchase Cap-
teen supplies, e.,g. chocolats, cligeorettes, este., in the same
manner as for British Troops.

¢ i 1A

ELLARY We BTONK
Cantaln, U3kH

Actling Chiefl Commlisaloner

Fas | - F
Prepared by =%+ ,ﬁ;"--,t‘;f-’fﬁ:!fn/ . !
Lt. Colonel |
Director WiD & IPW Sub, Comm,
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